
Inclusive Language Statement

In our worship, as a Reconciling Congregation, 
we strive to witness to the wholeness of God, 
embracing the diversity of images of God 
that are found within Scripture. We will seek 
to include male, female, and gender‑neutral 
language and imagery for God, and utilize 
language that helps to avoid binary terms in 
pronouns and images of people. In our songs 
and liturgy, we invite you to use pronouns that 
best express your practice and affirm your faith.

November 1, 2026	 10:00 a.m.

WELCOME TO FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH OF KALAMAZOO

Good morning, welcome to worship from all the places you join us today on this All Saints Sunday. 
If you are worshiping in the sanctuary or online, we are grateful to be gathered with you. Please 
make your presence known in the attendance pads found at the end of the pews and pass them 
along to your neighbor. If you are joining us online, please make your presence known by greeting 
one another in the YouTube chat.  

*Please rise in body or in spirit.

PRELUDE     ‘Aria’ from Partita on For All the Saints   (David M. Cherwien)       	

INTROIT     Rejoice in the Lord, All Ye Saints  (arr. Hal Hopson) 	 Chancel Singers

WELCOME  	   		  Rev. Julie Kline

*CALL TO WORSHIP	 Sue Ellen Isacksen

	 One:	We remember, O God...
     ALL: 	The countless saints of history who have blazed a trail of courage through time,  

One:	We remember, O God...
ALL: 	The tender touch of loved ones, the example of heroes, 
			   the healing words of comforters, the remarkable acts of fearless ones. 
One:  We remember, O God...
ALL: 	The gentle strength of grandmothers, the loyalty of friends, 
			   the kindness of strangers, the joy of children, the sacrifice of parents. 
One:  We remember, O God...
ALL: 	The supreme love of Jesus, the blessing of his Spirit, 
			   the reminder of his words, the sharing of his suffering, 
			   the glory of his resurrection: shown forth in the lives of his disciples, 
   			   young and old, dead and living, articulate and silent, 
  			   strange and familiar, brilliant and ordinary. 
One:  We remember in every time and place the saints of God 
			   who have shown us the ways of Christ.  
ALL: 	Since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses... 
			   let us worship God with joy!  
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WE ARE GLAD YOU ARE OUR GUEST 
TODAY! If you are worshipping with 
us for the first time, please stop by the 
Welcome Center.

Children are welcome! Child care with 
trained staff is provided on the second 
floor for infants to 4-year-olds. 

Worship activities for children can 
be found on a cart outside the side 
sanctuary doors. 

LARGE PRINT Bibles and hymnals are 
available at the Park Street entrance. 

Hearing assistance devices are 
available at the Welcome Center.

Today’s service is being livestreamed. 
You can find previous recordings of 
worship services on our website (www.
umc-kzo.org) under the Livestream 
tab, or find us on our YouTube page.

Worship Leaders: Rev. Julie Kline, Rev. Dr. Matt 
Weiler, Sue Ellen Isacksen, Julia Librizzi
Director of Music: Jacqueline Stilger
Associate Director of Music: Cari Beth Croak
Musicians: Chancel Singers; Karla Reichert, clarinet
Acolytes: Michael and Zachary Bovid

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Children’s Sunday School: Preschool - 5th graders 
meet in room 206 (2nd floor) following worship 
until 12:30pm. Sunday School for infants - 4-year-
olds meets from 9:45am - 12:30pm in room 208. 

Youth Group is open to all 6th-12th grade students 
and meets every Sunday evening during the school 
year from 6pm-7:30pm in the Youth Lounge.

Membership Class will meet in the Chapel after 
worship today.

Lord’s Prayer Academy Class begins today. As we 
look at the very familiar Lord’s Prayer, we will pay 
attention to language options and zoom out for a 
broader perspective, approaching it with curiosity 
and wonder. The hope is that we will all deepen our 
connection to God and our commitment to further 
God’s vision for creation. The class will meet the first 
four Sundays in November, led by Len Schoenherr.

Family Foundations Sunday School for Parents: 
Rev. Matt and Deacon Cara Weiler are teaching 
Foster’s approach to building spiritual disciplines in 
our parenting lives. We will meet today after worship 
in room 209. Coffee and tea will be available. The 
third Sunday of each month will be a review week.

VOTE this Tuesday Nov. 3! We have plenty of 
League of Women Voters 2026 voting guides 
available in the hallway across from the Parlor. 
You can also find the information online at www.
VOTE411.org. Every vote matters!

Two Election Day Services: Join us on Election 
Day, November 3, at noon and 5:30 pm in the 

chapel for a quiet service of prayer, candlelight, and 
Christian hope. Amid uncertainty and division, we 
will gather around God’s steadfast love, pray for 
wisdom, justice, mercy, and peace, and remember 
our calling to love every neighbor. All are welcome.

Manna, our young adult ministry, gathers every 
Tuesday in the Youth Lounge from 6:30-8:00pm. 
For more information, contact our Young Adult 
Resident, Em Norwood, at enorwood@umc-kzo.org.

Four Score & More Luncheon RSVP - If you 
received an invitation to our Four Score & More 
Luncheon, remember to RSVP! We’re looking 
forward to celebrating you this Thursday, Nov. 5th.

Faith Milestones: A youth-group-style meeting for 
our 3rd - 5th grade children which meets once a 
month on Sunday evenings from 6 - 7:30. The next 
meeting will be November 8. Contact Julia Librizzi 
for more information at jlibrizzi@umc-kzo.org.

First Stitchers Visitor RESCHEDULED!!
Kandi Torres, the Volunteer Services Manager at 
Bronson Hospital, will be coming to a First Stitchers 
gathering on Thursday morning, November 12th at 
10am in the Fellowship Room. She will be sharing 
their needs on the NICU and Pediatric floors and 
possibly bringing some samples and patterns. We 
hope you can join us to learn more about how we 
can share God’s love with these little ones!

Join the CARES Team!
C - calling and cards 
A - acts of kindness 
R - reaching out 
E - engaged with one another 
S - Spirit-led
This ministry team connects and cares for members 
and friends of Kalamazoo First United Methodist 
Church, especially our elders and those with ongoing 
health concerns or significant life events. Contact 
Judy Kingsley at judykings@charter.net to learn 
more and join our efforts to share God’s love or 
receive CARE from a team member.

UPCOMING SUNDAY WORSHIP

November 8 @10:00 a.m.
24th Sunday after Pentecost

Rev. Julie Kline
“A Long Night”

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 
& Matthew 25:1-13

November 15 @10:00 a.m.
25th Sunday after Pentecost

Rev. Dr. Matt Weiler
“Trust and Faithfulness”

Psalm 90/Matthew 25:14-30

We are a Reconciling 
Congregation, Welcoming ALL.

First United Methodist Church of Kalamazoo 
invites all persons to join us on our journey of 
faith. Jesus Christ calls us to be an inclusive 
church that exemplifies the kingdom of God. 

We strive to move toward reconciling 
relationships with all, affirming those who are 
marginalized for any reason, including sexual 
orientation or gender identity. 

We welcome all with open hearts, open 
minds, open doors.

First United Methodist
Church of Kalamazoo

269.381.6340 
umc-kzo.org

212 S. Park Street 
Kalamazoo, Michigan

All Saints Day
 1 Thessalonians 2:9–13



THIS WEEK’S EVENTS

Sunday, November 1
10:00 am Worship Service
11:00 am Sunday School for All Ages
11:00 am Confirmation Class
11:00 am Membership Class - Chapel
11:00 am Family Foundations Class - Rm 209
6:00 pm Youth Group

Monday, November 2
11:40 am Similarities - Wesley Hall

Tuesday, November 3
9:30 am Restorative Yoga - Parlor
9:30 am Worship Planning - Zoom
11:40 am Similarities - Wesley Hall
12:30 pm Staff meeting - Parlor
4:15 pm First Beats - Choir room
4:30 to 6:30 pm - Food pantry open
6:30 pm Manna - Youth Center

Wednesday, November 4
8:00 am Yoga - Zoom
9:00 am Dawn Patrol - Parlor
11:40 am Similarities - Parlor
12:00 pm Cuppa Inspiration - Facebook Live
12:30 to 2:30 pm - Food pantry open
6:30 pm Bible Study - Parlor

Thursday, November 5
9:30 am Restorative Yoga - Parlor
9:30 am First Stitchers - Fellowship room
10:30 am Bible Study - Room 305
11:40 am Similarities - Parlor
12:00 pm Four Score & More - Wesley Hall
6:00 pm SPRC meeting - Parlor/Zoom
7:15 pm Chancel Singers - Choir room

MISSION
We are called to:
•	 Experience God’s love
•	 Celebrate God’s love
•	 Share God’s love

VISION
We are a Christ-centered community 
where our stories are woven with 
God’s story.

CORE VALUES

Love: God is Love and all 
creation is made in love, by 
love, and for love.

Community: Sacred 
relationship with God and 
one another

Inclusion: All identities 
belong and are loved in Christ.

Justice: Restoration of equity 
and wholeness.

UMH - United Methodist Hymnal     FWS-The Faith We Sing

COMMUNION ANTHEM     Ave Verum   (W. A. Mozart)

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

On this All Saints Sunday, we remember that we too are living saints,
members of the family of God with all the saints of the past, the present, and the 
future.  Today and every day, may we put on Christ and live as saints
who tend the poor, comfort the mourners, learn from the meek, affirm those who 
seek righteousness, offer mercy alongside the merciful, and work for peace with the 
peacemakers until Christ comes in final victory and we feast as the family of God at 
his heavenly banquet. Amen.

SCRIPTURE READING    1 Thessalonians 2:9–13

	 One:  This is what the Spirit is saying to the church. 
ALL:  Thanks be to God.

MESSAGE   “Shining with Light”	  Rev. Julie Kline

HYMN  #707    Hymn of Promise	 (UMH-red hymnal)

CALL TO OFFERING
	  
OFFERTORY    When the Saints Go Marching In   (arr. John Rutter) 	 Karla Reichert, clarinet
Please join in the singing when indicated.

Oh when the saints go marching in,
Oh when the saints go marching in,
Oh Lord, I want to be in that number
When the saints go marching in.

*DOXOLOGY #94     Praise God, From Whom All Blessings Flow       	 (UMH-red hymnal)

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION	 Acolyte

God of every generation, we give thanks for the saints whose faithful lives have 
shown us the way of Christ. Receive these gifts and receive us, our time, our 
abilities, and our love. By your Spirit, use all that we offer to comfort those who 
mourn, nourish those in need, strengthen your church, and shine your light in the 
world. Make us generous and courageous witnesses until all your people feast 
together at your heavenly banquet. In the name of Jesus Christ, we pray. Amen.

	       
OUR SHARED LIVES

*HYMN  #702    Sing with All the Saints in Glory	 (UMH-red hymnal)
	
BLESSING

POSTLUDE    Te Deum   (Marc-Antoine Charpentier)  	

At the close of worship, the acolytes take the Light of Christ down the center aisle to symbolize that as 
Christ’s followers, we bear the Light of Christ to the world.

*OPENING HYMN  #711    For All the Saints	 (UMH-red hymnal)
	
*LIGHTING THE PEACE CANDLE & PASSING THE PEACE	
You are invited to turn to your neighbor and greet them with gestures and words of peace, such as  
“Peace be with you.” This practice symbolizes reconciliation, unity, and the sharing of Christ’s love 
amongst our community.

A TIME FOR THE CHILD WITHIN US ALL	   Julia Librizzi 

     HYMN #2233     This is Where Children Belong 	 (FWS-black hymnal)           
	 Blessing the Children:
		  ALL: May God bless you and be with you. God loves you. So do we! 

HOLY COMMUNION   Musical Setting C, p. 20  (UMH-red hymnal)	 Rev. Dr. Matt Weiler
	 and Rev. Julie Kline
NAMING OF THE SAINTS
The congregation is invited to stand at the end of the naming of all the saints to remember their inclusion 
in the great cloud of witnesses. 

In Remembrance
Delores English Floyd “Bud” Parks Charles Fullmer
Jeanne McCaw Susan Mumma Lisa Whittaker
Paul Cutler Julie Bauer Hank Rohs
Nancy Douglas Mahlon Lantz Angel Marie Curtis
Susan Noble Mary Lee Dimond Jeff Deno
Wilma Nelson Steven Berthel Ashton Fredenburg
Susan Paul Wanda Boekhout Janet Lee Baker
Mary Clark Lynda Repins Gerald Bultema
Mac Kelly Mary Davis James Menchinger

PRAYER

CHORAL ANTHEM     May the Angels Lead You into Paradise  (Arlen Clarke)	

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our God, Father, Mother, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

RECEIVING THE BREAD AND CUP
All are welcome to the meal Jesus hosts. There is no one here who is ineligible or unwelcome; no one too 
old or too young; no one who has too many doubts or too few beliefs. You, who are part of God’s creation, 
are welcome to receive Holy Communion this morning, coming forward by the center aisle. As you receive 
a piece of bread, dip it into the cup of juice and eat. Please know that the communion station to the right 
of the table is gluten-free; please only use the gluten-free bread for the communion cup at this station. 
You are invited to kneel at the communion rail for prayer and/or return to your seat by the side aisle.


