
October 4, 2026	 10:00 a.m.

269.381.6340 
umc-kzo.org

First United Methodist Church 
212 S. Park Street  •  Kalamazoo, Michigan

WELCOME TO FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH OF KALAMAZOO

Good morning, and welcome to worship at First United Methodist Church of Kalamazoo on 
World Communion Sunday. If you are worshiping in the sanctuary or online, we are grateful to be 
gathered with you. Please make your presence known in the attendance pads or by greeting one 
another in the YouTube chat. Please rise in body or spirit for the call to worship.

*Please rise in body or in spirit.

PRELUDE     Let All Together Praise Our God  (J.S. Bach)   	

INTROIT     Amen, Siakudumisa  (Amen, We Praise Your Name, O God)       	 Chancel Singers
	 Praise song from South Africa   (Arr. Alison Adam and John Bell)

*CALL TO WORSHIP	  Steve Johnson, Generosity Team Co-Chair 

One:	 Around the world, a holy table is set.
ALL: 	Christ welcomes us from many places, languages, stories, and lives.  
One:	 The apostles said to Jesus, “Increase our faith!”
ALL: 	Rekindle in us the gift of God.  
One:  God has made a home among us through mutual love and hospitality.
ALL: 	Teach us to do good, to share what we have, and to tend this home together.
One:	 Come, people of God, to worship the One who gathers the whole church in love.
ALL: 	We come to the table. We come with open hearts. We come to worship God. 

*PROCESSIONAL HYMN #630     Become to Us the Living Bread	 (UMH - red hymnal)
	 & LIGHTING THE CHRIST CANDLES

Church Staff 

Rev. Julie Kline............................... Lead Pastor
Rev. Dr. Matt Weiler  Community Formation
Jacqueline Stilger...... Organist/Dir. of Music
Cari Beth Croak.......... Associate Dir. of Music
Julia Librizzi......................Children & Families
Drew Bolton.................Bldg. Superintendent
Linda Hamill............................Office Manager
Christiane Stakely..................Office Assistant
Erika Jones............................Communications
Cody Collmenter.......................... Bookkeeper
Bryan Heany........................... AV Team Leader
Alison Ericson.............................Building Host
Samantha Lee.............................Building Host
Jacob Ericson..............................Building Host
Jim Tiffany..........................................Custodian
Em Norwood............... Young Adult Resident

WE ARE GLAD YOU ARE OUR GUEST 
TODAY! If you are worshipping with 
us for the first time, please stop by the 
Welcome Center.

Children are welcome! Child care with 
trained staff is provided on the second 
floor for infants to 4-year-olds. 

Worship activities for children can 
be found on a cart outside the side 
sanctuary doors. 

LARGE PRINT Bibles and hymnals are 
available at the Park Street entrance. 

Hearing assistance devices are 
available at the Welcome Center.

Today’s service is being livestreamed. 
You can find previous recordings of 
worship services on our website (www.
umc-kzo.org) under the Livestream 
tab, or find us on our YouTube page.

Worship Leaders: Rev. Julie Kline, Rev. Dr. Matt 
Weiler, Julia Librizzi, Steve Johnson 
Director of Music: Jacqueline Stilger
Associate Director of Music: Cari Beth Croak
Musicians: Chancel Singers
Acolytes: Jonah and Isla Williams

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Generosity Campaign - In the fall of 2026, First 
United Methodist Church of Kalamazoo invites the 
congregation to consider how generosity helps us 
practice mutual love, extend hospitality, do good, 
and share what we have. Together, we tend a spiritual 
home rooted in love, community, inclusion, and 
justice and a ministry home that reaches beyond our 
walls with compassion and hope. Prayerfully consider 
how your giving helps tend this home of mutual love, 
hospitality, inclusion, and justice for the year ahead.

Children’s Sunday School: Preschool - 5th graders 
meet in room 206 following worship until 12:30pm. 

Fall Academy Class: Today is the fourth class of a 
five-week series, “A Primer on Israel/Palestine.” 

Family Foundations Sunday School for Parents: 
Rev. Matt and Deacon Cara Weiler are teaching 
Foster’s approach to building spiritual disciplines in 
our parenting lives. We will meet today after worship 
in room 209. Coffee and tea will be available. The 
third Sunday of each month will be a review week.

Youth Group - Meets tonight downstairs in the 
Youth Lounge from 6:00-7:30pm.

New Membership Opportunity: As we worship 
together, we frequently refer to the vow of faithfully 
participating in the congregation through your 
prayers, your presence, your gifts, your service, and 
your witness. This is one of the vows that is made as 
persons are received into our community of faith. 
A membership class will begin on October 11 and 
run until November 8, with the reception of new 
members in worship on November 15. If you would 
like to explore further the commitment and joy 
of membership in The United Methodist Church, 
please contact Pastor Julie at jkline@umc-kzo.org. 

Parents Night Out - CrawlSpace Comedy Theatre 
Join us Friday, October 16, from 6:45 - 9:30pm for a 
night of laughter and lighthearted fun at Crawlspace 
Comedy Theatre! The theatre offers pizza and drinks 
for purchase. Showtime is 7:30 - 9:00 pm. Childcare 
will be provided at the church. Feel free to park at 
the church and we can enjoy the short two‑block 
walk to the venue together. Today is the last day to 
sign up! Tickets are $15/person (but we are trying to 
get a group rate for lower). Talk to Julia Librizzi or 
email her at jlibrizzi@umc-kzo.org. 

Parents Night Out - Bronco Hockey: Join us 
Friday, November 13 for a fun and energetic night 
out as we cheer on the WMU Broncos hockey 
team at Lawson Ice Arena!  Tickets are $31 each. 
Concessions will be available at the arena. To RSVP, 
please email Julia Librizzi at jlibrizzi@umc-kzo.org. 
Childcare is on your own for this event.

One Big House Meeting & Potluck Oct. 18  
The Church Council invites all to participate in 
the One Big House Meeting following an after-
church potluck. “House Meetings” are small-group 
gatherings of 12 where relationships and connections 
are deepened among all who call FUMC home. 
Groups will pray together, reflect on scripture and 
listen deeply as each shares around guided themes 
connected to our Generosity Campaign, “Our 
Hearts, Our Home.” Meetings will take place all 
around the church following the potluck. All are 
encouraged to participate, whether you are a long-
time member or brand new to this community. 
Meeting participants must sign up by October 11. 
You may sign up at the welcome desk.

Splendid Suppers (+Brunches & Lunches) for 7 
Signup for the Oct./Nov. round has begun! Stop by 
the welcome desk, choose a date and general location 
that works for you, and deposit a completed signup 
strip that includes your name, phone, email, and any 
food sensitivities, into the drop box. Then watch for 
a postcard in the mail which will include your hosts’ 
name and address and your side dish assignment. 
This is a great opportunity to get together with 
people in our church community that you may 
not already know. Previous attendees will tell you 
conversation and laughter flow easily! We hope you’ll 
join in the fun!

Join the CARES Team!
C - calling and cards 
A - acts of kindness 
R - reaching out 
E - engaged with one another 
S - Spirit-led
This ministry team connects and cares for members 
and friends of Kalamazoo First United Methodist 
Church, especially our elders and those with ongoing 
health concerns or significant life events. Contact 
Judy Kingsley at judykings@charter.net to learn 
more and join our efforts to share God’s love or 
receive CARE from a team member.

Youth Orchestra - Each year our youth orchestra 
performs at the 4 pm Christmas Eve service. All 
students who play violin, viola, cello, bass, flute, or 
oboe and have played for a minimum of one year 
are welcome to participate. We typically rehearse 
on Sunday mornings at 11:30 beginning after 
Thanksgiving. Anyone interested in learning more or 
joining this group, please contact Anne Sherfield at 
269-760-3803 or arscello@aol.com.

We are a Reconciling 
Congregation, Welcoming ALL.

UPCOMING SUNDAY WORSHIP

October 11 @10:00 a.m.
Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost

Rev. Dr. Matt Weiler
Jeremiah 29:1, 4-7; Luke 17:11-19

October 18 @10:00 a.m.
Laity Sunday

Rev. Dr. Matt Weiler
2 Timothy 3:14–4:5; Luke 18:1-8

World Communion Sunday

Luke 17:5-10; 2 Timothy 1:1-14



THIS WEEK’S EVENTS

Sunday, October 4
10:00 am Worship Service
11:00 am Sunday School for all ages 
6:00 pm Youth Group - Youth Center

Monday, October 5
11:40 am Similarities - Wesley Hall

Tuesday, October 6
9:30 am Restorative Yoga - Parlor
9:30 am Worship Planning - Zoom
10:00 am Book Club - Chapel
11:40 am Similarities - Wesley Hall
4:15 pm First Beats - Choir room
4:30 to 6:30 pm - Food pantry open
6:30 pm Manna - Youth Center

Wednesday, October 7
8:00 am Yoga - Zoom
9:00 am Dawn Patrol - Parlor
11:40 am Similarities - Wesley Hall
12:00 pm Cuppa Inspiration - Facebook Live
12:30 to 2:30 - Food pantry open
6:30 pm Bible Study - Parlor

Thursday, October 8
9:30 am Restorative Yoga - Parlor
9:30 am First Stitchers - Fellowship Room
10:30 am Bible Study - Room 305
11:40 am Similarities -Wesley Hall
6:00 pm SPRC meeting - Parlor/Zoom

MISSION
We are called to:
•	 Experience God’s love
•	 Celebrate God’s love
•	 Share God’s love

VISION
We are a Christ-centered community 
where our stories are woven with 
God’s story.

CORE VALUES

Love: God is Love and all 
creation is made in love, by 
love, and for love.

Community: Sacred 
relationship with God and 
one another

Inclusion: All identities 
belong and are loved in Christ.

Justice: Restoration of equity 
and wholeness.

UMH - United Methodist Hymnal     FWS-The Faith We Sing

SUNG REFRAIN #2224    Make Us One	  (FWS-black hymnal)         

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING - musical setting #2257	 (FWS-black hymnal)

RECEIVING THE BREAD AND CUP

COMMUNION HYMN #620     One Bread, One Body	 (UMH - red hymnal)

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our God, Father, Mother, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

	 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

CALL TO OFFERING 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM    Many Colors Paint the Rainbow  (Roy Hopp)	

*DOXOLOGY #94     Praise God, From Whom All Blessings Flow       	 (UMH-red hymnal)

	 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
	 Praise God, all creatures here below: Alleluia! Alleluia!
	 Praise God, the source of all our gifts!
	 Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts!
	 Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION

Generous God, from the ends of the earth you gather us around Christ’s holy table 
and make a home among us. Receive these gifts and the commitments of our 
hearts. Use them to tend ministries of worship, welcome, care, justice, learning, 
music, and mercy. Rekindle our faith, deepen our love, and help us share what we 
have so that all may find belonging in your household of grace. Amen.

	       
OUR SHARED LIVES

*HYMN #     A Place at the Table  (see insert)	
	
BLESSING

Go now as people of the table.
We go fed by grace.
Go now as people of faith.
We go to rekindle the gift of God within us.
Go now as people of generosity.
We go to practice mutual love, show hospitality, do good, and share what we have.
And may the blessing of God—Creator, Christ, and Holy Spirit—make a home in you
and through you, now and always. Amen.

POSTLUDE    Trumpet Voluntary  (Christopher Tambling)  
At the close of worship, the acolytes take the Light of Christ down the center aisle to symbolize that as 
Christ’s followers, we bear the Light of Christ to the world.

*WELCOME  	   	 Rev. Julie Kline

*LIGHTING THE PEACE CANDLE 	 Rev. Dr. Matt Weiler

God of every table and every home, breathe peace into this gathered body and into 
your whole world. Where fear divides, rekindle courage. Where scarcity tightens our 
hearts, open us to generosity. Where strangers are kept at a distance, teach us holy 
hospitality. Make us one with Christ, one with each other, and one in ministry to all 
the world. Amen.

*PASSING THE PEACE	
You are invited to turn to your neighbor and greet them with gestures and words of peace, such as  
“Peace be with you.” This practice symbolizes reconciliation, unity, and the sharing of Christ’s love 
amongst our community.

NEW TESTAMENT READING    2 Timothy 1:1-14       	

	 One:  This is what the Spirit is saying to the church. 
ALL:  Thanks be to God!

A TIME FOR THE CHILD WITHIN US ALL	   Julia Librizzi

     HYMN #2233     This is Where Children Belong	         (FWS-black hymnal)               
     Blessing the Children
	 ALL: May God bless you and be with you. God loves you. So do we! 

GOSPEL READING    Luke 17:5-10     

	 One:  The Word of God for the people of God. 
ALL:  Thanks be to God.

SUNG RESPONSE     Where Your Treasure Is 	  

	

Where your trea sure- is, there your heart shal l be. Al l that you pos sess- wil l nev er- set you free. Seek the

	

things that last; come and learn from me. Where your treasure is,your heart shal l be.
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MESSAGE   “A Home of Mutual Love”	  Rev. Julie Kline

GENEROSITY CAMPAIGN WITNESS	 Christine Charles, Church Council Co-Chair

HOLY COMMUNION

INVITATION TO THE TABLE
All are welcome to the meal Jesus hosts. There is no one here who is ineligible or unwelcome; no one too 
old or too young; no one who has too many doubts or too few beliefs. You, who are part of God’s creation, 
are welcome to receive Holy Communion this morning. Come forward by the center aisle, take a piece of 
bread, dip it in the cup of juice and eat it. Servers will offer the bread by saying, “the bread of life,” and “the 
cup of love.” You may respond with “Amen.” Gluten-free bread is available.

PRAYER OF INTERCESSION
Following each intercession, please respond, “Holy One, make us one.”

	

Where your trea sure- is, there your heart shal l be. Al l that you pos sess- wil l nev er- set you free. Seek the

	

things that last; come and learn from me. Where your treasure is,your heart shal l be.
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A Place at the Table
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pas sion- and peace: yes, God wil l de l ight- when we are cre

	

a tors- of jus tice,- jus tice- and joy.
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