UPCOMING SUNDAY WORSHIP

May 10 @10:00 a.m.
Disciples Transform the World
Rev. Matt Weiler
Psalm 96

May 17 @10:00 a.m.
Ascension of the Lord
Rev. Julie Kline
Luke 24: 44-53

WE ARE GLAD YOU ARE OUR GUEST
TODAY! If you are worshipping with
us for the first time, please stop by the
Welcome Center.

Child care with trained and fully
vaccinated staff is provided on the
second floor for infants to 3-year-olds.

Worship activities for children can
be found on a cart outside the side
sanctuary doors.

LARGE PRINT Bibles and hymnals are
available at the Park Street entrance.

Hearing assistance devices are
available at the Welcome Center.

Today'’s service is being livestreamed.
You can find previous recordings of

worship services on our website (www.

umc-kzo.org) under the Livestream
tab, or find us on our YouTube page.

Church Staff

Rev. Julie Kline.......coveverereenrennne. Lead Pastor
Rev. Matt Weiler ...... Community Formation
Jacqueline Stilger ..... Organist/Dir. of Music
Cari Beth Croak......... Associate Dir. of Music

Julia Librizzi.......cooeeeuuune. Children & Families
Drew Bolton.............. Bldg. Superintendent
Linda Hamill........coconrrvvee. Office Manager
Christiane Stakely ........cc....... Office Assistant
Erika JONES......corrrveererrrennen. Communications
Cody Collmenter.........cowverneveene. Bookkeeper
Bryan Heany......cccoeveeverennene AV Team Leader
Alison Ericson ........coeevvevervvennenns Building Host
Samantha Lee.....ovevvrnrrernennns Building Host
Jacob Ericson .....rvereeenesrenne Building Host
Eamon Bronson.......c..ceeeveeneenes Building Host
Jim Tiffany Custodian

Ruth Butters............... Young Adult Resident

Kalamazoo First United Methodist
Church’s Call To Action

In response to racism and bias: as part of
Kalamazoo First United Methodist Church’s vow
to resist oppression in all its forms, we commit
ourselves to the decisive action that is needed to
resist and dismantle racism at every level. This
action must go beyond our historically empty
rhetoric about repentance and broken promises

to be a church that is a credible and active witness
for peace, equity, and justice in the face of harm
visited upon communities of color. We beckon our
clergy and lay leadership to unapologetically shine
the light of truth on our church community so that
we recognize our complicity in systemic racism,
recognize and condemn white supremacy as sin,
and seek a deep knowing of what God calls us to
do. We make these vows so that every person—
especially Black, Indigenous, and People of Color
(BIPOC)—may live in safety, health, and freedom.

Worship Leaders: Rev. Julie Kline, Rev. Matt
Weiler, Julia Librizzi, Grace Harthorn, Kaden Seals,
Penelope Librizzi, Michael Bovid

Director of Music: Jacqueline Stilger

Associate Director of Music: Cari Beth Croak
Musicians: Penelope Librizzi, violin; Chancel Singers
Audio-Visual Team: Bryan Heany, Lucas McGinnis,
Kennedy Hayes

»» We are always looking for A/V volunteers. 44
Training is provided. All ages welcome. We'll work

around your availability. Inquire with Bryan Heany
for more information: bheany@umc-kzo.org.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Perks - Please stop in the Perks Cafe area after
worship for coffee, tea, and fellowship.

**There will be no Youth Group tonight due to the
Crop Walk.**

New Academy Class begins today! “The Jesus
Fatwah: Love Your (Muslim) Neighbor as Yourself”
Much of what passes as information about Islam

is disinformation rooted in stereotype and watered
by fear. In “The Jesus Fatwah,” a dvd-based series
from “Living the Questions,” Islamic and Christian
scholars offer reliable information about what
Muslims believe, how they live out their faith, and
how we all can build relationships across the lines of
faith. While there is diversity in every faith tradition,
the class will help us better understand the second-
largest faith tradition in the world. The class will be
led by John Clark in the Parlor.

Children’s Sunday School is in its last month for
this school year! But don’t worry, we will be back in
September! Sunday School for 4-year old - 5th grade
children will meet today after worship in room 206.
We will also meet on May 10 and May 17th.

Manna, our young adult ministry, gathers every
Tuesday in the Youth Lounge from 6:30-8:00pm.
Contact Ruth Butters at ruthtbutters@gmail.com.

Gilmore Festival Organist - TODAY at 2:00 p.m.
The first organist ever nominated for a GRAMMY
for a solo album is coming to The Gilmore Piano
Festival and will be performing in our Sanctuary
this afternoon! Cameron Carpenter has redefined
the instrument with virtuosic arrangements of Bach,
Mussorgsky, and more. Visit www.thegilmore.org/
event/cameron-carpenter for tickets.

Cellist Ian Maksin will be here on May 8th at
7:30 p.m. performing “Songs of Love & Peace” an
amazing multilingual journey in search of healing
and empowerment through music. Tickets

are available at ianmaksin.com/tour.

Parents’ Night Euchre Tournament - Friday, May
15th from 6:30 - 9:30pm in Wesley Hall. Join us for
a fun and relaxed Parents’ Night as we gather for a
friendly Euchre tournament. No partner needed—
players will rotate throughout the evening, making
it a great chance to meet new people and enjoy some
lighthearted competition. While the adults play, the
kids will be treated to pizza, games, and a movie

in the youth lounge, supervised by some of our
wonderful church teens. Feel free to bring a snack to
share and any non-alcoholic beverages you'd like for
the night. It’s the perfect way to unwind, connect,
and enjoy an evening together. We'd love to see you
there!

All Youth Group Day of Service at the Sunnyside
UMC Community Garden - Sunday May 17. The
ASP Teams of both Portage Chapel Hill and FUMC
will gather to work, worship, play, and grow together
through service in preparation for our summer
experience. And while this is a required day for all
ASP Volunteers, we welcome and encourage all
youth and families to attend. For more information
contact Rev. Matt Weiler at mweiler@umec-kzo.org.

Faith Milestones: Our group for 3rd - 5th grade
children. Our last meeting of the year is a fun

one! Please save the date! May 17th - downtown
Scavenger Hunt, time tbd but it will be earlier in
the afternoon than our usual 6pm meeting time. For
more information, contact Julia Librizzi at jlibrizzi@
umc-kzo.org.

Youth Summer ASP Fundraiser: Check out our new
Youth Mission Fundraiser on the bulletin board this
Sunday through Sunday May 10 to see how you can
help raise $11,000 for our ASP summer mission trip!

May 3, 2026

10:00 a.m.

First United Methodist
Church of Kalamazoo

212 S. Park Street
Kalamazoo, Michigan

269.381.6340
umc-kzo.org

Lead Courageously
CONFIRMATION SUNDAY

Joshua 1:5-9; Ephesians 6:10-18

Welcome to First United Methodist Church of Kalamazoo

We would like to connect with you. Please fill out the attendance pad located at the end of the
pews and introduce yourself as you pass it to your neighbor. You are invited in these beginning
moments to use the green prayer cards found in the pews. The cards will be collected by an usher
during the opening hymn to be shared with clergy.

PRELUDE Gavotte (P.Martini)

*CALL TO WORSHIP

One:
ALL:
One:
ALL:
One:
ALL:
One:
ALL:

*HYMN #584 lord, You Give the Great Commission

WELCOME

*Please rise in body or in spirit.
Penelope Librizzi, violin

Grace Harthorn
(1*tyear confirmation student)

Family of God, on our journey of faith, we are not alone—God is with us!

Because God is with us, we can love boldly.

God is with us, and God joins us with one another as the Body of Christ.

Because God draws us together, we can serve joyfully.

Through God, we work for the flourishing of self, neighbor, and all creation.

Because God holds us together, we can lead courageously.

Family of God, on this journey of faith, we are not alone—God is with us!

We come to worship God by boldly loving, joyfully serving, and courageously
leading, that we may be disciples of Jesus Christ who transform the world. Amen.

(UMH - red hymnal)

Rev. Matt Weiler

The Vision of the United Methodist Church:
The United Methodist Church forms disciples of Jesus Christ who, empowered by the Holy Spirit,
love boldly, serve joyfully, and lead courageously in local communities and worldwide connections.




COVENANT OF BAPTISM FOR CONFIRMATION

Adapted from the United Methodist Liturgy by Steve Garnaas-Holmes

Beloved in Christ:

through the sacrament of baptism

God gives us new birth through water and the Spirit,
includes us in Christ’s holy church,

and makes us part of the salvation of the world.

So we come to the water—

Yes, everyone who thirsts! Come to the waters:
water of new birth, poured out and flowing freely
for all who will receive it;

water of justice rolling down,

water of righteousness like an ever flowing stream;
a spring of water in us gushing up to eternal life;
the river of God for the healing of the world.

We come to this water
because our souls thirst for you, O God,
as in adry and weary land.

ALL: We come to this water

to renew our love as siblings in Christ,
and to renew our baptism

in the death and resurrection of Christ.

The Baptismal Vows

As we behold the mystery of God’s grace,

| invite you to profess your faith,

and to confirm the baptismal covenant made in your name:

Do you hunger and thirst for righteousness?

We confess our need for the saving, life-giving grace of God!
Will you turn away from the powers of sin and death?

We renounce the spiritual forces of wickedness,

reject the evil powers of this world,

and repent of our sin!

Will you let the Spirit use you as prophets to the powers that be?
We accept the freedom and power God gives us

to resist evil, injustice, and oppression

in whatever forms they present themselves!

Will you receive God'’s grace, give yourselves wholly to God,

and live as disciples of Jesus, Christ’s body on earth?

We confess Jesus Christ as our Savior,

put our whole trust in Christ’s grace,

and promise to serve Christ as our Lord,

in union with the church which Christ has opened

to people of all ages, nations, and races!




Will you be living witnesses to the gospel,

individually and together, wherever you are, and in all that you do?
We will remain faithful members of Christ’s holy church

and serve as Christ’s representatives in the world.

Will you nurture one another in living the faith through the church?
With God'’s help we will embody the gospel of Jesus Christ.

We will surround each other with faith, hope and love

that we all may grow in grace and faith

and learn to trust God and live in loving service in the world.
We will pray for each other and walk with one another

on our journey of discipleship together.

Thanksgiving over the Water

The Spirit of God is among us.

The blessing of the Beloved is upon us!

Let us pray. Loving, life-giving God, we give you thanks,
for in the beginning your Spirit brooded over the waters
and you brought forth Creation.

You brought us to freedom through the waters of the Red Sea.
You gave us new birth through baptism into Christ,

and gave us life that cannot die.

The river of God is full of water,

the river of the water of life,

bright as crystal, flowing from the heart of God.

We who are baptized into Christ Jesus

are baptized into his life,

born in the water of a womb;

we are baptized into his ministry,

giving water to the thirsty,

washing the feet and sharing the tears of all who suffer;
and we are baptized into his death,

so that just as Christ was raised by the glory of God,

we too might walk in newness of life.

Born of water and the Spirit,

may we enter into the Realm of God

as children of God,

born not of human will, but of God.

Pour out your Holy Spirit in this water

and bless us as we remember it.

Claimed by your Word, nourished in your grace,
washed from all sin and borne by your Spirit,
may we live in freedom, trust and courage,
sharing in the eternal life of Christ.

Children of God, you are God'’s Beloved,

in whom God is well pleased.

All praise to you, Eternal God,

Son and Holy Spirit,

in the present moment and in eternity. Amen!




Kaden Seals
(15t year confirmation student)

OPENING PRAYER/ PEACE CANDLE

SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST Rev. Julie Kline
You are invited to turn to your neighbor and greet them with gestures and words of peace, such as

“Peace be with you.” This practice symbolizes reconciliation, unity, and the sharing of Christ’s love
amongst our community.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Holy God, we come before You in humility,
For we do not live as we ought.
We do not love You with our whole heart and mind and strength.
We do not love our neighbor as ourselves.
So we pray, in all humility, That You will change our hearts and minds,
That You will show us again how to love others the way You love us,
That You will put power and courage in our hearts to do your will.

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS
Receive this goodness: Even when we wander, we are not alone.
God is with us wherever we go. In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven.
In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven. Glory to God! Amen.

CONFIRMATION STATEMENT Penelope Librizzi

Michael Bovid
(1t year confirmation student)

OLD TESTAMENT READING Joshua 1:5-9

NEW TESTAMENT READING Ephesians 6:10-18 Neela Parthasarathy

One: This is what the Spirit is saying to the church.
ALL: Thanks be to God!
ATIME FOR THE CHILD WITHIN US ALL Julia Librizzi
HYMN #2233 This is Where Children Belong

Blessing the Children
ALL: May God bless you and be with you. God loves you. So do we!

(FWS-black hymnal)

SERMON “Leading from the Center” Rev. Matt Weiler

THE COVENANT OF BAPTISM FOR CONFIRMATION
REMEMBRANCE OF BAPTISM
CHORAL RESPONSE  Spirit of God (Simon Lole)

CELEBRATION OF COMMUNION

One: The Lord be with you.

ALL: And also with you.

One: Lift up your hearts.

ALL: We lift them up to the Lord.

One: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
ALL: ltis right to give our thanks and praise.

RECEIVING COMMUNION

All are welcome to the meal Jesus hosts. There is no one here who is ineligible or unwelcome; no one too
old or too young; no one who has too many doubts or too few beliefs. You, who are part of God’s creation,
are welcome to receive Holy Communion this morning. Come forward by the center aisle, take a piece of
bread, dip it in the cup of juice and eat it. Servers will offer the bread by saying, “the bread of life,” and “the
cup of love.” You may respond with “Amen.” Gluten-free bread is available.

COMMUNION ANTHEM Taste and See (Boyce, Stanley and Pepper)
Please join in singing the refrain when indicated.
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CALL TO OFFERING

OFFERTORY ANTHEM Ev'ry Time | Feel the Spirit  (African American Spiritual, arr. H. Helvey)

*DOXOLOGY #94 Praise God, From Whom All Blessings Flow (UMH-red hymnal)

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;

Praise God, all creatures here below: Alleluia! Alleluia!
Praise God, the source of all our gifts!

Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts!

Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION

Faithful God, you are our strength and our shield. You promise never to leave us
nor forsake us, and in that promise, we find courage. We bring these gifts with
boldness—offering not only what is in our hands, but also what is in our hearts.
Use them, and us, to build your kingdom with justice and grace. Clothe us with
truth, guard us with peace, and send us forward, leading courageously in your
name. Amen.

OUR SHARED LIVES
*HYMN #593 Herel Am, Lord (UMH - red hymnal)

*BENEDICTION

POSTLUDE Fuguein C major (Girolamo Frescobaldi)

UMH - United Methodist Hymnal ~ FWS-The Faith We Sing

MISSION
We are called to:

* Experience God’s love
¢ Celebrate God’s love
e Share God’s love

CORE VALUES

Love: God is Love and all
creation is made in love, by
love, and for love.

Inclusion: All identities
belong and are love in Christ.
ﬂé

Justice: Restoration of equity
and wholeness.

THIS WEEK'S EVENTS

Sunday, May 3

10:00 am Worship Service - Sanctuary

11:00 am Sunday School

2:00 pm Gilmore Festival concert - Sanctuary

Monday, May 4
11:40 am Similarities (N.A.) - Wesley Hall

Tuesday, May 5

9:30 am Worship Planning - Zoom

11:40 am Similarities (N.A.) - Wesley Hall
4:15 pm First Beats - Choir Room

4:30 to 6:30 pm - Food pantry open
6:30 pm Manna - Youth Center

Wednesday, May 6

8:00 am Yoga - Zoom

9:00 am Dawn Patrol - Parlor

10:00 am Olli meeting - Fellowship Room
11:40 am Similarities (N.A.) - Wesley Hall
12:00 pm Cuppa Inspiration - Facebook Live
12:30 to 2:30 - Food pantry open

Thursday, May 7

9:30 am First Stitchers - Fellowship Room
11:40 am Similarities (N.A.) - Wesley Hall
1:00 pm Disciple Bible Study - Parlor
5:45 pm Handbell Choir - Wesley Hall
6:00 pm SPRC - Parlor/Zoom

7:15 pm Chancel Singers - Choir Room

Friday, May 8
7:30 pm lan Maksin Cello Concert - Sanctuary



