UPCOMING SUNDAY WORSHIP

April 5 @10:00 a.m.
Easter Sunday
“Deep in Wonder and Full of Joy”
Rev. Julie Kline
Matthew 28:1-10

April 12 @10:00 a.m.
Eastertide
Rev. Matt Weiler

WE ARE GLAD YOU ARE OUR GUEST
TODAY! If you are worshipping with
us for the first time, please stop by the
Welcome Center.

Child care with trained and fully
vaccinated staff is provided on the
second floor for infants to 3-year-olds.

Worship activities for children can
be found on a cart outside the side
sanctuary doors.

LARGE PRINT Bibles and hymnals are
available at the Park Street entrance.

Hearing assistance devices are
available at the Welcome Center.

Today’s service is being livestreamed.
You can find previous recordings of

worship services on our website (www.

umc-kzo.org) under the Livestream
tab, or find us on our YouTube page.

Church Staff

Rev. Julie Kline.......coveverereenrennne. Lead Pastor
Rev. Matt Weiler ...... Community Formation
Jacqueline Stilger ..... Organist/Dir. of Music
Cari Beth Croak......... Associate Dir. of Music

Julia Librizzi.......cooeeeuuune. Children & Families
Drew Bolton.............. Bldg. Superintendent
Linda Hamill........coconrrvvee. Office Manager
Christiane Stakely ........cc....... Office Assistant
Erika JONES......corrrveererrrennen. Communications
Cody Collmenter.........cowverneveene. Bookkeeper
Bryan Heany......cccoeveeverennene AV Team Leader
Alison Ericson ........coeevvevervvennenns Building Host
Samantha Lee.....ovevvrnrrernennns Building Host
Jacob Ericson .....rvereeenesrenne Building Host
Eamon Bronson.......c..ceeeveeneenes Building Host
Jim Tiffany Custodian
Ruth Butters............... Young Adult Resident

Kalamazoo First United Methodist
Church’s Call To Action

In response to racism and bias: as part of Kalamazoo
First United Methodist Church’s vow to resist oppression
in all its forms, we commit ourselves to the decisive
action that is needed to resist and dismantle racism at
every level. This action must go beyond our historically
empty rhetoric about repentance and broken promises
to be a church that is a credible and active witness for
peace, equity, and justice in the face of harm visited
upon communities of color. We beckon our clergy

and lay leadership to unapologetically shine the

light of truth on our church community so that we
recognize our complicity in systemic racism, recognize
and condemn white supremacy as sin, and seek a
deep knowing of what God calls us to do. We make
these vows so that every person—especially Black,
Indigenous, and People of Color (BIPOC)—may live in
safety, health, and freedom.

Worship Leaders: Rev. Julie Kline, Rev. Matt
Weiler, Rev. Cara Weiler, Deacon, Julia Librizzi
Director of Music: Jacqueline Stilger

Musicians: Chancel Singers, David Brown, trumpet,
Susan Brown, First Bells

Acolyte: Vera Warzybok

Audio-Visual Team: Bryan Heany, Lucas McGinnis,
Kennedy Hayes

ANNOUNCEMENTS
ASP Fundraiser TODAY. The youth have worked

hard to bake and decorate delicious cookies for
the ASP summer trip fundraiser. You will be able
to purchase them after worship in the narthex and
downstairs on your way to the brunch. Suggested
donation: $25 for a box of 6 decorated cookies.

Palm Sunday Path - Pastor Matt invites you to
join in the Palm Sunday Path this afternoon. We'll
leave from the church parking lot at 1:30 and meet
Christians from around the state at Pilgrim UCC,
125 S. Pennsylvania Ave. in Lansing at 3:00, where
we will march together to the State Capitol.

The Palm Sunday Path is based on the principles of
Matthew 25: healing the sick, feeding the hungry,
and welcoming the stranger. Just as Jesus entered
Jerusalem humbly and peacefully on Palm Sunday,
we will enter our capitol in Lansing proclaiming
God’s values in contrast to the dominant politics of
hate, greed, and injustice.

Holy Week Labyrinth Prayer Walk on Holy
Thursday and Good Friday at 6 pm - Please join
Pastor Julie for a time of devotion, followed by
walking the labyrinth, before we worship at 7 pm.
On Holy Thursday, we will explore the four paths
of Creation Spirituality. On Good Friday, we will
once again hold a stone as we walk the labyrinth,

preparing for the betrayal, wonder, agony, and
sacrifice of Good Friday.

There will be no Sunday school for children today
or Easter Sunday. Godly play and nursery will be
available during the worship service as normal.

Youth group is also taking a break until after Easter.

Manna, our young adult ministry, gathers every
Tuesday in the Youth Lounge from 6:30-8:00pm.
Contact Ruth Butters at ruthtbutters@gmail.com.

Kalamazoo Valley Crop Walk: Sunday May 3.
Last year, the Kalamazoo Valley CROP Hunger
Walk provided nearly $5,500 for Kalamazoo Loaves
& Fishes. These funds helped their organization

to purchase food for their 10 pantry locations
within Kalamazoo County. We hope to increase
our contribution even further this year so that KLF
can continue fighting food insecurity within our
community.

Where: Trinity Lutheran Church, 504 South
Westnedge Ave. Registration is at 1:00pm; walk
begins at 2:00pm. Distance: 1.1-mile “short loop”
or 3.1-mile (5K) route. Sign up to walk or make a
donation at https://events.crophungerwalk.org/chw.

UPCOMING HOLY WEEK SERVICES

Nursery care and livestreaming available at
all Holy Week services.

Holy Thursday, April 2 @7:00 p.m.
Holy Thursday, also known as Maundy
Thursday, is the remembrance of Jesus
celebrating the Passover with his disciples
and the washing of their feet. It is also a
remembrance of his betrayal and arrest.
Holy Thursday is the entrance point for the
commemoration of Holy Week.

Good Friday, April 3 @7:00 p.m.

Good Friday is a solemn day that
commemorates the death of Jesus Christ on
the cross. We sing, lament, and give thanks
for the wondrous love of Christ.

Easter Sunday, April 5th @10:00 a.m.
Easter ends the season of Lent as we
celebrate the resurrection of Jesus Christ.

Itis a jubilant celebration resounding

with “alleluias” and the trumpet-filled
pronunciation, “He has risen.” On this joy-
filled day, we will celebrate Holy Communion
and collectively raise our voices singing the
“Hallelujah Chorus.” Invite your friends and
family to join us!

March 29, 2026 10:00 a.m.

First United Methodist
Church of Kalamazoo

Pt Sundiy

Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29

269.381.6340
umc-kzo.org

212 S. Park Street
Kalamazoo, Michigan

Today’s worship may have a delayed start time while we wait for park worship to be completed.
Welcome to First United Methodist Church of Kalamazoo

We would like to connect with you. Please fill out the attendance pad located at the end of the
pews and introduce yourself as you pass it to your neighbor. You are invited in these beginning
moments to use the green prayer cards found in the pews. The cards will be collected by an usher
during the opening hymn to be shared with clergy.

*Please rise in body or in spirit.

PRELUDE Two Settings of St. Theodulph (Paul Manz and David Lasky)

*THE CALL Rev. Cara Weiler, Deacon
One: When they approached Jerusalem and came to Bethphage on the Mount of Olives...
The crowds in front of him and behind him shouted,
ALL: Hosanna to the Son of David!
Blessings on the one who comes in the name of the Lord!
Hosanna in the highest!

One: Holy, Living and Justice-Making God, we join your parade this day.
ALL: May peace flow. Let justice roll!

One: Give us courage for the path and a heart for each other.

ALL: May peace flow. Let justice roll!

One: We yearn for your reign and we proclaim: The day is coming!

ALL: May peace flow. Let justice roll!

*PROCESSIONAL HYMN #280 All Glory, Laud, and Honor (UMH - red hymnal)

WELCOME Rev. Matt Weiler

PSALM READING: Psalm 118:1-2,19-29

*LIGHTING THE PEACE CANDLE & SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST Rev. Julie Kline

You are invited to turn to your neighbor and greet them with gestures and words of peace, such as
“Peace be with you.” This practice symbolizes reconciliation, unity, and the sharing of Christ’s love amongst
our community.



A TIME FOR THE CHILD WITHIN US ALL First Bells
All children may come forward and choose a colored bell.

HYMN #278 Hosanna, Loud Hosanna (verse 1) (UMC - red hymnal)

*SCRIPTURE READING Isaiah 35 Rev. Cara Weiler, Deacon

One: This is what the Spirit is saying to the church.
ALL: Thanks be to God!

CALL TO OFFERING
OFFERTORY ANTHEM Hosanna (Henry Mollicone) Chancel Singers

*DOXOLOGY
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*PRAYER OF DEDICATION Vera Warzybok

One: For the gift of those who walk this path alongside us

ALL: we give thanks.

One: For the way in which these offerings will become our presence with others,
ALL: we give thanks.

One: For the gift of this community bound and working together,

ALL: we give thanks. Amen.

SERMON “What Are We Celebrating?” Rev. Matt Weiler

CALLTO CONFESSION Rev. Julie Kline

KYRIE 2275
Translation: “Lord have mercy, Christ have mercy.”

(FWS - black hymnal)

PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Holy God,

sure of your faithfulness even in your dying,

comforted by your compassion toward your people in every age,
we beg your mercy for our imperfect gratitude.

We have looked to you for paltry favors,

when you have given everything.

We have withheld from your people, our neighbors,

and from your creation, our Earth,

the care and tending they deserve.

We have rejected the cornerstone you sent

to build a people of righteousness even here, today.
Forgive our failings.

Heal what we have broken,

nurture what we have neglected,

and lead us to your vision,

so that we may know the peace of wholeness in you;
in Jesus’name. Amen.

ASSURANCE AND FORGIVENESS
ALL: Thanks be to God.
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
SILENCE

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our God, Father, Mother, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us.

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

*RESPONSE We Adore You, Jesus Christ

Hu t
LT &) ;
M 7= —r '
o) oo o ¢ ¢ " ”

We a-dore you, Je - sus Christ, and we bless your ho - ly name;
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tru-ly your cross and pas-sion bring us life and heal-ing.

Words and music by Jacques Berthier Copyright 1991 Ateliers et Presses de Taize,
admin. by GIA Publications, Inc Used with permission Onelicense A-717536

You are invited to leave your palm branches at the cross and exit worship in silence.

All are invited to a brunch in Wesley Hall immediately following worship today. There will be baskets

by the doors of Wesley Hall to take a goodwill offering for the brunch. We hope you will join us!

UMH - United Methodist Hymnal ~ FWS-The Faith We Sing

MISSION
We are called to:

* Experience God’s love
¢ Celebrate God’s love
e Share God’s love

CORE VALUES

Love: God is Love and all
creation is made in love, by
love, and for love.

Inclusion: All identities
belong and are love in Christ.
'a '

Justice: Restoration of equity
and wholeness.

THIS WEEK'S EVENTS

Sunday, March 29

9:45 am Blessing of the Palms - Bronson Park
10:00 am Worship Service - Sanctuary

11:00 am Palm Sunday Brunch - Wesley Hall

Monday, March 30
11:40 am Similarities (NA) - Wesley Hall

Tuesday, March 31

9:30 am Worship Planning - Zoom
11:40 am Similarities (NA) - Wesley Hall
4:15 pm First Beats - Choir Room

4:30 to 6:30 pm - Food pantry open
6:30 pm Manna - Youth Center

Wednesday, April 1

8:00 am Yoga - Zoom

9:00 am Dawn Patrol - Parlor

10:00 am Olli meeting - Fellowship Room
11:40 am Similarities (NA) - Wesley Hall
12:00 pm Cuppa Inspiration - Facebook Live
12:30 to 2:30 - Food pantry open

Thursday, April 2

9:30 am First Stitchers - Fellowship Room
11:40 am Similarities (NA) - Wesley Hall

1:00 pm Disciple Bible Study - Fellowship Rm.
6:00 pm Lent Labyrinth - Wesley Hall

7:00 pm Holy Thursday Service - Sanctuary
7:15 pm Chancel Singers - Choir Room

Friday, April 3
6:00 pm Lent Labyrinth - Wesley Hall
7:00 pm Good Friday Service - Sanctuary



