UPCOMING SUNDAY WORSHIP

January 4 @ 10:00 a.m.
Epiphany
Rev. Matt Weiler
“Fear Doesn't Stop Us”
Matthew 2:1-12, 16-18

January 11 @ 10:00 a.m.
Baptism of the Lord
Rev. Julie Kline
“Immersed in God’s Grace”
Matthew 3: 13-17

WE ARE GLAD YOU ARE OUR GUEST
TODAY! If you are worshipping with
us for the first time, please stop by the
Welcome Center.

Child care with trained and fully
vaccinated staff is provided on the
second floor for infants to 3-year-olds.

Worship activities for children can
be found on a cart outside the side
sanctuary doors.

LARGE PRINT Bibles and hymnals are
available at the Park Street entrance.

Hearing assistance devices are
available at the Welcome Center.

Today’s service is being livestreamed.

You can find previous recordings of

worship services on our website (www.

umc-kzo.org) under the Livestream
tab, or find us on our YouTube page.

Church Staff

Rev. Julie Klin@.....veeverenrrenrnns Lead Pastor
Rev. Matt Weiler ...... Community Formation
Jacqueline Stilger ..... Organist/Dir. of Music
Cari Beth Croak......... Associate Dir. of Music
Julia Librizzi......ceeeveenn. Children & Families

Drew Bolton................Bldg. Superintendent
Linda Hamill.....c.ooevvrerrernnnnnne Office Manager
Christiane Stakely ........cc....... Office Assistant
Erika Jones........ccccuun... ....Communications
Cody Collmenter.......corvernrerenn. Bookkeeper
Bryan Heany......cccoeveevevennene AV Team Leader
Eamon Bronson......c....ceeveneees Building Host
Alison Ericson .....evvnereennnees Building Host
Samantha Lee....ovrrrornrrernnenes Building Host
JimTiffany Custodian

Ruth Butters............... Young Adult Resident

Kalamazoo First United Methodist
Church’s Call To Action

In response to racism and bias: as part of
Kalamazoo First United Methodist Church’s vow

to resist oppression in all its forms, we commit
ourselves to the decisive action that is needed to
resist and dismantle racism at every level. This
action must go beyond our historically empty
rhetoric about repentance and broken promises

to be a church that is a credible and active witness
for peace, equity, and justice in the face of harm
visited upon communities of color. We beckon our
clergy and lay leadership to unapologetically shine
the light of truth on our church community so that
we recoghize our complicity in systemic racism,
recognize and condemn white supremacy as sin,
and seek a deep knowing of what God calls us to
do. We make these vows so that every person—
especially Black, Indigenous, and People of Color
(BIPOC)—may live in safety, health, and freedom.

Worship Leaders: Rev. Julie Kline, Julia Librizzi,
Deb Search Willoughby, Nancy Hyde

Director of Music/Organist: Jacqueline Stilger
Associate Director of Music: Cari Beth Croak
Musicians: First Strings

Audio-Visual Team: Bryan Heany, Lucas McGinnis,
Kennedy Hayes

»» We are always looking for A/V volunteers. 44
Training is provided. All ages welcome. We'll work

around your availability. Inquire with Bryan Heany
for more information: bheany@umc-kzo.org.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Manna, our young adult ministry, gathers every
Tuesday in the youth lounge from 6:30-8:00pm.
Contact Ruth Butters at RuthTButters@gmail.com.

New Year’s Fest Call for Volunteers

Help celebrate the 40th anniversary of New Year’s
Fest in Kalamazoo! We are looking for volunteers

to welcome guests to First Church and direct them
to the shows. Shifts are only 2 hours, and everyone
who volunteers will receive a free badge to attend the
other shows around the park. Sign up sheets are in
the Perks area on Sundays, or contact Dan Bunker at
(269) 217-8780 (djbunker@charter.net). Thanks for
being part of the 40th anniversary!

Weather Closing Policy. We are always open on
Sundays (except for extreme circum-stances). Please
use discretion deciding when to venture out. Week-
day meetings may be cancelled if travel is danger-
ous. Team and committee chairs are asked to contact
the church and their team/committee if a meeting

is cancelled. Please check Channel 3 news, WWMT
News website, and our Facebook page for church
closing notices. Please note that the church may be
open even when area schools are closed.

There’s Still Time to Pledge!
Your commitment to the 2026 Abounding Hope
Campaign ensures we can continue vital minis-
tries and meet the needs of our community. Every
pledge—Ilarge or small—makes a real difference!
You can pledge today by:

* Dropping it in the offertory

¢ Calling, mailing or emailing the church office

* Visiting umc-kzo.org to donate online

Thank you for helping us share hope and serve
together!

The “Our Story is Never Over” Project: inspired
by The Four Pivots: Reimagining Justice, Reimagining
Ourselves by Dr. Shawn Ginwright. Look for the ea-
sel outside the sanctuary that invites your response to
pivot-related questions. Keep an eye on the bulletin
board for details, dates, and new opportunities!

KIA Overflow Parking. Just a reminder that the
Institute of Art’s parking lot is available on Sunday
mornings for overflow parking.

January Mission of the Month

Technically winter began on December 19, howev-
er so far in December we have experienced record
cold and snow. For those who are homeless, this is
a very difficult time of the year. Especially for those
individuals who are living in tents as well as those
living in shelters. We are hoping to provide warmth
and also meet other needs by collecting the follow-
ing items for Ministry with Community. The items
needed are:

Personal care and health:

e Deodorant (travel and full size)
* Shampoo (travel and full size)

¢ Conditioner (travel and full size)
e Lotion (travel and full size)

* Lip balm (travel and full size)

e Washcloths

e Hand warmers

Clothing:
e T-shirts (new, adult size M-4XL)

e Underwear (new, adult size)

There will be a collection box outside of the food
pantry by the back entrance beginning the first week
of January. Thank you for helping our unhoused
neighbors!
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Welcome to First United Methodist Church of Kalamazoo

We would like to connect with you. Please fill out the attendance pad located at the end of the
pews and introduce yourself as you pass it to your neighbor. You are invited in these beginning
moments to use the green prayer cards found in the pews. The cards will be collected by an
usher during the opening hymn to be shared with clergy.

*Please rise in body or in spirit.

PRELUDE Go Tell It on the Mountain (arr. K. Alexander)
We Three Kings (arr. A. Sherfield)

First Strings

WELCOME Rev. Julie Kline

*CALL TO WORSHIP Deb Search Willoughby
One: We have named our joy out loud, and it is clear—

ALL: God is in our joy.

One: God is in this room.

ALL: We have reason to celebrate.

One: We have reason to sing.

ALL: Thanks be to God for the bright hope of this day.

*OPENING HYMN #246 Joy to the World (UMH, red hymnal)

LIGHTING THE PEACE CANDLE & PRAYER OF CONFESSION

One: Joyful God, you told us that in order to enter the kingdom of heaven, we must
be like children.

ALL: Did you mean that like children, we must practice unhindered joy?
Did you mean that like children, we should lean into laughter, release our
cynicism, and open ourselves to delight?

One: In a world as broken and battered as ours, we admit,

ALL: this often seems easier said than done.

One: Forgive us, patient God, for the moments when we are so focused on the bad
that we miss the good.

ALL: Forgive us for hearing the nativity story and staying in our seats instead of
jumping for joy.

One: We know that even now you are sowing delight in our lives.

ALL: Open our hearts up to it. With gratitude we pray, amen.

WORDS OF FORGIVENESS

One: Friends, hear and believe the good news of the Gospel:
ALL: We are seen. We are loved. We are forgiven.

*MUSICAL RESPONSE #238 Angels We Have Heard on High (refrain only)

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION Nancy Hyde

LESSONS OF JOY

This is what the spirit is saying to the church.
Thanks be to God.

Isaiah 9: 2-3, Luke 2:10

*HYMN #2098 The Virgin Mary Had a Baby Boy (FWS, black hymnal)

TIME FOR THE CHILD WITHIN Julia Librizzi

The children are invited to come forward to the front to hear a message. After the Time for the Child
Within, children will return to the pews. There is no Godly Play this morning. Nursery care is available for
infants through four years on the second floor.

LESSONS OF JOY Psalm 148, Matthew 2:10

*HYMN #249 There’s a Song in the Air (UMH, red hymnal)

PASSING THE PEACE
Let us pass joy and peace to one another.

LESSONS OF JOY Psalm 126:1-3, Isaiah 55:22-13

*HYMN #240 Hark! The Herald Angels Sing (UMH, red hymnal)

*PRACTICE JOY IN PRAYER & GIVING
OFFERTORY ANTHEM | Wonder As | Wander (arr. Nicholas Palmer)

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION

Lord of Light and Love, we offer these gifts with hearts transformed by the miracle of
your son’s birth. As the shepherds returned with joy and praise, may these offerings
spread your joy and love. Use them to bless those in need, to bring hope and peace,
and to further your kingdom here on earth. May we continue to glorify and praise you
in all we do. In Jesus’ name, we pray. Amen.

*HYMN #251 Go Tell it on the Mountain (UMH, red hymnal

*BLESSING

POSTLUDE Christmas Eve in Sarajevo (arr. Kay Alexander, First Strings)

TIME OF FELLOWSHIP IN THE PERKS AREA

Prayers by Rev. Sarah A. Speed | A Sanctified Art LLC | sanctifiedart.org
Cover art: "Hope Like a Dancer” by Lauren Wright Pittman
UMH - United Methodist Hymnal ~ FWS-The Faith We Sing

MISSION
We are called to:

e Experience God’s love
e Celebrate God’s love
* Share God’s love

L)

CORE VALUES

Love: God is Love and all
creation is made in love, by
love, and for love.

Inclusion: All identities
belong and are love in Christ.
a‘-‘ré

Justice: Restoration of equity
and wholeness.

THIS WEEK'S EVENTS

Sunday, December 28
10:00 am Worship Service - Sanctuary

Monday, December 29
11:40 am Similarities (NA) - Wesley Hall

Tuesday, December 30

9:30 am Worship Planning - Zoom
11:40 am Similarities (NA) - Wesley Hall
4:30 to 6:30 pm - Food pantry open
6:30 pm Manna - Youth Center

Wednesday, December 31

8:00 am Yoga - Zoom

11:40 am Similarities (NA) - Wesley Hall

12:00 pm Cuppa Inspiration - Facebook Live

6:00 pm to midnight - New Year’s Fest,
Sanctuary and Wesley Hall

Thursday, January 1
Building closed - Happy New Year!




