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Stained-Glass Windows 
Update and Invitation
We hope you have been able to see how our beautiful 
stained-glass windows on the south side of the church 
shine anew with God’s glory. The beauty enhancement and 
structural protection have been a gift to our congregation 
and the greater community.

Phase I of this stained-glass windows project has been 
completed at a cost of $247,000, coming in under budget. It 
was then able to include the beautification and protection 
of the chancel window on the west end of the Sanctuary, 
which is now in process and will soon glow in the same 
manner in a westerly direction just as it glows into the 
Sanctuary onto the seated congregation. 

The Board of Trustees and Building and Grounds Com-
mittee are now planning Phase II. Phase II will include the 
balcony window on the east side of the Sanctuary, as well 
as other windows on the east and north sides. The antic-

ipated cost is about $200,000. These windows will then 
shine toward Bronson Park and vicinity and be a true gift to 
the downtown area. 

The Trustees have been able to fund Phase I with its capital 
reserves. In anticipation of partial funding, a grant applica-
tion was submitted to the National Fund for Sacred Spaces. 
Recent notification relayed that we were not chosen as a 
grant recipient. Fortunately, with the addition of the Alice 
Wall bequest, Phase II is well within reach.

The Trustees and Building and Grounds are aware that 
there are people in the congregation who have an interest 
in providing financial support for this project that is of ben-
efit to our congregation now and for the long term. 

Accordingly, all in our congregation who so desire are 
INVITED TO MAKE A SPECIAL GIFT in any amount to the 
continuation of this important project. Those who wish to 
contribute can take pride in ownership and investment in 
the beautiful enhancement and protection of our building 
that extends into our community. 

While the Trustees and Buildings and Grounds plan to 
finish this project, there are additional capital improve-
ment projects on the horizon for the next several years. Any 
congregational gifts to this stained-glass windows project 
will facilitate more available funds for other future projects. 
When you make your gift through check or online, be sure 
to designate it for the “Windows Project.”

Thanks be to God for our sacred Sanctuary space and the 
generosity of people who desire it to remain a grace-full 
place of worship for generations to come. 



Recently baptized in worship:
Hugo Warzybok

Please keep these friends in  
your prayers:
Judy Aardema
Wayne Conner
Nancy Douglas
Robin Entenman
Carol Hurley & family
Jan Kayser & family
Rev. Gene & Marilyn Lewis
Judy McClelland
Ellie Miller
Mumma Family
Susan Noble
Sue Paul
Peavler Family
Anna Rasmussen
Lois & Jim Richmond
Hank Rohs
Mary Lou Sanderson
Gerry & Tom Schaberg
Michael Seals
Carol Shilts
Barb Skuza
Sally Stevens Family
Jacqueline Stilger and family
Marcia Stobie and family
Lori Valkema
Christine VanOstran

New Prayer Requests
If you would like to share a prayer 
request with our clergy and prayer 
ministry team, please visit www.umc-
kzo.org/contact-us/prayer-request/  
or call the church at (269) 381-6340.

Email List
Would you like to stay up-to-date on 
our latest news and events? Sign up 
to receive Around the Corner, FUMC’s 
weekly email newsletter. Contact 
Erika Jones at ejones@umc-kzo.org 
to be added to our list.

First Word for November
Submissions for the next issue of 
First Word should be emailed to our 
new Communications Coordinator, 
Erika Jones, at ejones@umc-kzo.org, 
by November 19. Articles may be 
edited for space and content.

Children and Family Ministries News 
by Julia Librizzi
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Sign up for Acolytes
The word acolyte is derived from the Greek word akolouthos, meaning com-
panion, attendant, or helper, who waits continually upon another: a follower.  
Acolytes are generally 2nd graders and older. The acolytes will always wear a 
cross necklace but will only robe up when the pastors and choir are also wearing 
robes. Why do we have candles and acolytes? The lighting of the altar candles 

in the worship service is a symbol of 
Jesus coming into the presence of the 
worshiping community. Just as the 
Israelites were led through the desert 
by a pillar of fire, we are led by Christ, 
the light of the world.

To acolyte at worship is to bring: 

Celebration · Reverence · Anticipation.

Acolytes process down the aisle 
and bring the light of Christ into the 
sanctuary and light the candles on 
the altar during the opening hymn. At 
the offertory they receive the offering 
plates and place them on the altar 
during the sung doxology. New this 
year: if an acolyte is willing and able, 
they may lead the congregation in 

the reading of the prayer of dedication after the sung Doxology. Afterward they 
process the light of Christ out into the world during the postlude after the Bless-
ing at the end of the service. We appreciate your commitment to God and each 
other. Follow this link to sign up.

Carol Grant (above, left) has spent decades at our church volunteering with chil-
dren. She has been the director of First Bells for the past several years. She and 
husband Ron just moved away to be closer to family. Both of them gave so much 
of their time and talents to our church. We will miss them!

mailto:jones%40umc-kzo.org?subject=
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C094CADAE28A4F8C43-50848096-acolyte


First United Methodist Church of Kalamazoo - Financial Update

2023 2024

Month 
Ending 
9/30/25

Year to 
Date 

9/30/25

 2025 
Annual 
Budget 

 % of 
Annual 
Budget 

TOTAL 
INCOME

1,155,208 1,053,747  85,299  901,292 1,152,334 78.21%

TOTAL 
EXPENSE

1,118,942 1,166,950  92,046  795,435 1,202,200 66.16%

EXCESS/
(DEFICIT)

 36,266 (113,203)  (6,747)  105,858  (49,866)
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Youth Ministry News
by Rev. Matt Weiler

This weekend youth from First United Methodist traveled 
with our friends from Portage Chapel Hill out to Wesley 
Woods Camp for a perfect fall weekend retreat. Youth 
experienced rest, play, learning, and worship. Older youth 
learned contemplative prayer practices by engaging the 
Psalms, while confirmands learned about Wesleyan ways 
of faith and Christian practice. We worshiped around a 

Register for Moms’ Retreat - April 2026

Moms with children at home, please join us April 17-
19, 2026 for a retreat to rest, rejuvenate and build a 
strong sisterhood of love and loyalty! We are staying 
near Holland, MI this year. 

We will arrive on the evening of Friday April 17th for 
snacks, introductions and a short devotional. On 
Saturday April 18th we will have a yoga class in the 
morning, brunch, a devotional, some downtime, and 
then share a nice dinner out at restaurant. On Sunday 
morning we will share breakfast and a prayer and 
clean up to check out by 11am. 

Registration is limited to 12 people with 2 people to 
a room. To secure your spot fill out the google form. 
Once the form is filled out you will receive a link to 
make a payment of $250 for the weekend. Your pay-
ment includes all the food, crafts and your stay, except 
for the dinner out on Saturday night. Follow this link 
to register.

Youth gathered around a blazing 
fire each evening for worship.

Confirmands learned about John Wesley’s instructions on grace as God’s 
invitation to the PARTY. 

campfire in the evenings 
and played a lot. Thank you 
FUMC for all the ways you 
support youth ministries.

Gathering at the fall weekend youth group retreat, Wesley Woods Camp
Upcoming “Vision” Classes & Workshop
“Unlocking Possibilities: Five Secrets to a Fulfilling Life”
	 Led by Jennifer Clark
	 November 2, 9, and 16

“Looking Deeply: A Meditative Journey  
with Our Stained Glass Windows”	
	 Led by Mark Stucky
	 November 23, December 7 and 14
 
“Seeing the Possibility in Hope” Workshop
	 Led by Mary Whittaker Duncan & Vickee Seals
	 December 10 (sign-up required)

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScANnNH12xA4M4tYCwy-9kHZerkDDauEzdVTRv4Oq_jZmOwkg/viewform?fbclid=IwY2xjawM2svlleHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETFnNml1OTdDNVBVVWk1OWdMAR76zYkaVDA015EuR9SkSd3SHLM7zFIGuPz49syvJ3jEQRquy-RlChkjsus6cw_aem_473w5MbklLUGGj7dRP8tJw


4

The First Word	 October 2025

Fourscore and More Luncheon
Our Fourscore and More Luncheon returned this year! On 
October 22 we held this special meal to honor our members 
who are 80 years or older. Thank you to all the volunteers 
who planned the event, cooked and served the delicious 
food, as well as to Jackie for playing hymns for all to sing. 

Annual Loaves & Fishes Concert
~ November 22, 2025 ~

New Location: 	 First United Methodist Church
		  212 S. Park St., Kalamazoo, MI

Doors open at 5:00pm, Show starts at 5:30pm

Entertainment:
•	 Joshua Tree (traditional folk)
•	 Four-Got to Shave (barbershop)
•	 Hoot Owls (Americana)
•	 Mojo (funk, blues, rock and roll)
•	 Schlitz Creek (bluegrass)

No ticket needed! Just bring in a 
shelf-stable food item or monetary donation.

A collaborated project of First United Methodist Church, 
Great Lakes Acoustic Music Association, and K’zoo Folklife 
Organization.

Christi’s Landreville’s Retirement
Thank you for the outpouring of love and kindness 
expressed upon my retirement. I have been beyond 
enriched by the people of this church in many ways 
during my time here. I have learned, grieved, and re-
joiced with many, and through it all, I am grateful to be 
a part of you. Thank you for sharing your community 
with me. 

Christine Landreville
Office Manager, Kalamazoo First United Methodist Church


