
 

UPCOMING WORSHIP 

 

Sunday, Sept. 28 @10:00 a.m. 
Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost  

with Baptism 
Rev. Julie Kline 

Lazarus—Luke 16:19-31 
 

Sunday, October 5 @10:00 a.m. 
World Communion Sunday  

Rev. Julie Kline 
2 Timothy 1:1-14 

 

Church Staff 
 

Rev. Julie Kline ........................ Lead Pastor 

Jacqueline Stilger ..  

Cari Miller ........... Associate Dir. of Music 

Julia Librizzi ................ Children & Families 

Drew Bolton .......... Bldg. Superintendent 

Christine Landreville ....... Office Manager 

Christiane Stakely ........... Office Assistant 

Erika Jones ..................... Communications 

Cody Collmenter .................. Bookkeeper 

Bryan Heany .................. AV Team Leader 

Eamon Bronson ................... Building Host 

Alison Ericson ...................... Building Host 

Samantha Lee ....................... Building Host 

Jim Tiffany ................................... Custodian 

Ruth Butters ......... Young Adult Resident 

Kalamazoo First United Methodist 

Church’s Call To Action 

in response to racism and bias. As part of Kalama-

zoo First United Methodist Church’s vow to resist 

oppression in all its forms, we commit ourselves to 

the decisive action that is needed to resist and dis-

mantle racism at every level. This action must go 

beyond our historically empty rhetoric about repent-

ance and broken promises to be a church that is a 

credible and active witness for peace, equity, and 

justice in the face of harm visited upon communities 

of color. We beckon our clergy and lay leadership to 

unapologetically shine the light of truth on our 

church community so that we recognize our com-

plicity in systemic racism, recognize and condemn 

white supremacy as sin, and seek a deep knowing of 

what God calls us to do. We make these vows so that 

every person—especially Black, Indigenous, and 

People of Color (BIPOC)—may live in safety, health, 

and freedom.  
 

Worship Leaders: Rev. Matt Weiler,  

Rev. Cara Weiler, Deacon, Daniel Whitcomb,  

Josiah Miller, Aria Antias, and Phil VanOrman  

Director of Music/Organist: Jacqueline Stilger 

Associate Director of Music: Cari Miller 

Acolyte: Lilly Nolan 

Audio-Visual Team:   Bryan Heany, Drew Eaton, 

Jamie Gruber, Kennedy Hayes, Mark Stucky 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Youth Group: Sunday evenings from 6:00-7:30pm in 

the lower-level youth lounge. Youth Group is open 

to all youth 6th—12th grades. Contact Pastor Matt 

Weiler for more information. 

ASP Celebration and Offering: Today in worship 

we will gather a special offering to support future 

Youth Mission opportunities such as ASP. Your gifts 

will go towards the total cost of approximately $500 

per youth. Gift can be made in worship and online. 

Thank you for your generosity!  

Join a Music Group this Fall! We would love to 

have you join us in Chancel Singers which rehearses 

on Thursday evenings at 7:15-9:00. First Beats Chil-

dren’s Ensemble begins September 16 at 4:15 for 3rd-

8th graders. For more information, please contact 

Jacqueline Stilger at Jstilger@umc-kzo.org.  

Manna, our young adult ministry, gathers every 

Tuesday evening in the youth lounge from 6:30—

8:00pm. Contact Ruth Butters at ruthbutters@gmail.com. 

 

Sunday School Classes for all ages meet to-

day after the 10am worship service. 

Fall Academy Classes. Rev. John Boley and 

others of our retired clergy are facilitating an 

Adult Academy Class after worship in the 

parlor entitled “A Potluck of Hot Potatoes.” 

All of these Hot Potatoes present different 

understandings of God and the work of Christ 

and the Holy Spirit. The class will meet on  

Sundays from Sept. 14 - Oct. 19th. Topics will 

generate lively discussion. Today’s topic will 

be “Calvinism and Determinism.” 

Splendid Suppers for Seven! We have four 

hosts who have offered to open their homes 

beginning in the middle of September. This is 

a great opportunity to get together with peo-

ple in our church community. Once again, 

hosts’ names will be secret throughout the 

sign-up. But this time we are introducing a 

twist that involves more mystery! Look for the 

drop boxes and sign-up strips on the Wel-

come Center desk. 

Bronson Park Picnic, today! Join with other 

downtown Kalamazoo churches today for a 

post-worship afternoon event in Bronson Park 

from 11:30am-2pm! There will be food availa-

ble from local caterer “Desserts Firsts,” and 

donations will be accepted. We’ll have ice 

cream for purchase. You may also bring your 

own picnic lunch. Enjoy live music and inten-

tional fellowship with neighbor congrega-

tions! This event aims to bring the downtown 

church communities together for a fun time of 

fellowship.  

The “Our Story is Never Over” Project con-

tinues! This is a series of creative opportuni-

ties inspired by The Four Pivots: Reimagining 

Justice, Reimagining Ourselves by Dr. Shawn 

Ginwright. Look for the easel outside the 

sanctuary that invites your response to pivot-

related questions. Consider joining the class 

called “A Potluck of Hot Potatoes"; the Octo-

ber 5th topic is uniquely suited to exploring 

what it might mean that “Our story is never 

over”! And keep an eye on the bulletin board 

for details, dates, and new opportunities! 

Dawn Patrol Appreciation Dinner: Friday, 

Oct. 3, in the Fellowship Hall. Coffee and lem-

onade will be served at 6:00pm, dinner at 6:30. 

No tickets needed, just call (269) 567-8023 or 

email dcshilts@hotmail.com to register. 

 

WE ARE GLAD YOU ARE OUR 

GUEST TODAY! If you are 

worshipping with us for the first time, 

please stop by the Welcome Center. 

Child care with trained and fully 

vaccinated staff is provided on the 

second floor for infants through three-

year-olds.  

Worship activities for children can 

be found on a cart outside the side 

sanctuary doors.  

LARGE print Bibles and hymnals are 

available at the Park Street entrance.  

Hearing assistance devices are 

available at the Welcome Center. 

Today’s service is being 

livestreamed. You can find previous 

recordings of worship services on our 

website (www.umc-kzo.org) under the 

Livestream tab, or find us on our 

YouTube page. 

 212 S. Park St.                                                                                                                     www.umc-kzo.org 

Kalamazoo, MI 49007                                                                                                             (269) 381-6340 

September 21, 2025                                                                              10:00 a.m. 

http://www.umc-kzo.org
https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=kalamazoo+first+united+methodist+church


 

 

THIS WEEK’S EVENTS 

 

Sunday, September 21 
10:00 am Worship Service - Sanctuary 
11:00 am Sunday School for all ages 
11:30 am All Church Picnic - Bronson Park 
6:00 pm Youth Group - Youth Center 
6:00 pm Retired Clergy Group 
 
Monday, September 22 
11:40 am Similarities (NA) - Wesley Hall 
 
Tuesday, September 23 
9:30 am Worship Planning - Conference Room 
10:00 am Book Club - Chapel 
11:30 am Making Meaning - Parlor 
11:40 am Similarities (NA) - Wesley Hall 
1:00 pm Garden Team - Parlor 
4:15 pm First Beats - Choir Room 
4:30 to 6:30 pm - Food Pantry Open 
6:30 pm Manna - Youth Center 
 
Wednesday, September 24 
8:00 am Yoga - Zoom 
9:00 am - Dawn Patrol 
11:40 am Similarities (NA) - Wesley Hall 
12:00 pm Cuppa Inspiration - Facebook Live 
12:30 to 2:30 pm - Food Pantry Open 
6:30 pm Church Council - Parlor/Zoom 
 
Thursday, September 25 
9:30 am First Stitchers - Fellowship Room 
11:40 am Similarities (NA) - Wesley Hall 
1:15 pm OLLI Dance Class - Wesley Hall 
5:45 pm Handbell Choir - Wesley Hall 
7:15 pm Chancel Singers Rehearsal - Choir Room 

 


