
THIS WEEK’S EVENTS 
Office Hours 
Monday - Thursday, 9 am - 4 pm 
 

Sunday, March 2 
10:00 am Sunday Worship - Sanctuary 
11:00 am Church Conference - Sanctuary 
11:15 pm Perks Coffee & Fellowship - Perks Area 
11:15 am Sunday School for Children & Youth 
6:00 pm Youth Group - Youth Center 
 

Monday, March 3 
1:00 pm Building & Grounds - Zoom 
6:00 pm SPRC - Parlor/Zoom 
 

Tuesday, March 4 
9:30 am Worship Planning - Zoom 
12:30 pm Staff Meeting - Parlor 
4:15 pm  First Beats - Choir Room 
4:30 pm Food Pantry Open - Food Pantry 
6:30 pm Manna - Youth Lounge 
 

Wednesday, March 5 ASH WEDNESDAY 
8:00 am Yoga - Zoom 
9:00 am Dawn Patrol - Parlor 
11:30 am Prayer Group - Chapel 
12:00 pm Cuppa Inspiration - Facebook 
12:30 pm Food Pantry Open - Food Pantry 
7:00 pm Ash Wednesday Service - Sanctuary 
 

Thursday, March 6 
9:30 am First Stitchers - Fellowship Room 
5:45 pm Handbell Ensemble - Wesley Hall 
7:15 pm Chancel Singers - Choir Room 
 

Sunday, March 9 
10:00 am Sunday Worship - Sanctuary 
11:15 am Sunday School for All Ages 
6:00 pm Youth Group - Youth Center 



Child care with trained and fully vaccinated 

staff is provided on the second floor for 

infants through three-year-olds.  

LARGE print Bibles and Hymnals are avail-

able at the Park Street entrance.  

Hearing assistance devices are available 

at the Welcome Center. 

Today’s service is being livestreamed 

and recorded. You can find previous wor-

ship services on our website:                       

http://www.umc-kzo.org/mp3.asp.  You may 

view worship services on our YouTube 

channel: YouTube.com/c/

KALAMAZOOfirstunitedmethodistchurch. 

 

UPCOMING WORSHIP 
 

Wednesday, March 5 

7:00 p.m. Ash Wednesday Service 

with Imposition of Ashes 

Rev. Matt Weiler 

Joel 2: 1-2, 12-17 

Matthew 6: 1-6, 16-21 
 

Sunday, March 9 

10:00 a.m. Worship 

First Sunday of Lent 

Rev. Matt Weiler 

Theme Word: Temptation 

Luke 4: 1-13 
 

Sunday, March 16 

10:00 a.m. Worship 

Second Sunday of Lent 

Rev. Julie Kline 

Theme Word: Covenant 

“Covenant Love: Enduring & 

 Empowering” 

Genesis 15: 1-12, 17-18 

 

Church Staff 
 

Rev. Julie Kline ........................ Lead Pastor 

 ...  

Jacqueline Stilger ......... Director of Music 

Julia Librizzi ............... Children & Families 

Bernie Foulk .................................. Organist 

Drew Bolton ........... Bldg. Superintendent 

Christine Landreville ....... Office Manager 

Christiane Stakely ........... Office Assistant 

Jennifer Stupica .............. Communications 

Marilyn Storch ......... Interim Bookkeeper 

Bryan Heany ................  A/V Team Leader 

Andrew Weare ................... Building Host 

Ava Loncharte ..................... Building Host 

Eamon Bronson ................... Building Host 

Jim Tiffany ................................... Custodian 

Ruth Butters ........ Young Adult Resident 

 

Worship Leaders: Rev. Julie Kline, Rev. Dean Prentiss, 

Bob Isacksen 

Director of Music: Jacqueline Stilger   

Organist: Bernie Foulk 
 

Acolyte:  Grace Harthorn 
 

Audio-Visual Team:   Bryan Heany, Drew Eaton, 

Lucas McGinnis 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Church Conference TODAY. Please plan to attend a 

brief Church Conference at the end of worship today 

to amend our Endowment policy. We need 70 

church members in attendance for this amendment 

to be considered. The Endowment Committee is re-

sponsible to the Board of Trustees and Church 

Council for receiving donations and directing the 

investment activities of the Endowment Fund. The 

amended policy would allow undesignated gifts to 

be allocated 25% to the Endowment Fund and 75% 

to the Board of Trustees. It would also provide more 

flexibility for the use of Endowment Funds, e.g., ma-

jor church projects and borrowing from the Endow-

ment principle. The summary version of the policy is 

included in today’s bulletin. The full motion to be 

voted on is: The Endowment Committee, Board of Trus-

tees, and Church Council hereby move the adoption of the 

Amended and Restated Endowment Policy presented at 

this Church Conference of March 2, 2025, to be effective 

immediately. 

Lent Sermon Series and Academy Class. “Our Story 

is Never Over: From Lens to Mirror.” This year dur-

ing Lent we will listen to storytellers in worship 

speaking to moments of Holy Shifts in their lives—

moments, as with Moses, they were summoned to 

holy ground and walked away with a new aware-

ness of themselves and their world. Worshipers will 

be invited to delve more deeply into the stories, and 

consider their own moments of Holy Shift during the 

Sunday School hour following worship. Our Story Is 

Never Over begins the first Sunday in Lent, March 9. 

Ash Wednesday Service. On March 5 at 7pm we 

will celebrate the beginning of the season of Lent 

with a service that includes the blessing and imposi-

tion of ashes. Livestreaming and childcare available.  

Lenten Organ Series. Mark your calendar for our 

upcoming noontime organ recitals on Thursdays 

here at First Church during Lent beginning March 

13. The March 13th organ recital will present Thun-

der & Wind featuring Carolyn Knobel  on percus-

sion, and Rhonda Sider Edgington on organ. Join us 

for 45 minutes of music that will stir the soul and 

ignite the spirit as we welcome the Lent Season. 

Open to all. Refreshments will be served.  

Refugee Resettlement. Due to recent executive 

orders, federal funding to support newly ar-

rived refugees has been suspended leaving 

several families in Kalamazoo with minimal 

support. First UMC has agreed to provide sup-

port for a family of six from Central African 

Republic. The support of this family will re-

quire a significant team to divide responsibili-

ties evenly and sustainably. If you would like 

to join the support team, please contact Pastor 

Matt immediately.  

March Mission of the Month. Our Outreach 

Team is sponsoring a diaper drive for St. 

Luke’s Diaper Bank as the Mission of the 

Month for March. Most needed diaper sizes 

are 5 & 6. There is a collection box by the food 

pantry for your donations. Thank you for sup-

porting this important community program! 

Round 6 of Splendid Suppers for Seven. We 

have two spots for guests open for March 19. If 

you are interested in hosting our next round of 

dinners, please sign-up at the Welcome Center. 

Hosts choose a date of their choice in mid-

April or May. As host, you are asked to pro-

vide beverages and a main dish. Guests will 

bring a side dish or dessert. Come and enjoy 

some great conversation and laughter! 

Sanctuary Cleaning. Each year, we prepare 

our beautiful sanctuary for Easter by thorough-

ly cleaning it! This year, we invite you to join 

us on Saturday, April 12, from 9 am to noon to 

help sweep pew pads, wash woodwork, vacu-

um banners, and more! This is a wonderful op-

portunity for all ages to participate and build 

community together as we care for our almost 

100-year-old sanctuary. Families are especially 

welcome! Contact Dawn Wheaton with ques-

tions, 269.330.5152 or dawheaton53@gmail.com. 

Crop Walk. Save the date of Sunday, April 27 

for the annual Kalamazoo Valley Crop Hunger 

Walk. The walk will begin and end at Trinity 

Lutheran Church, 504 S. Westnedge Ave. More 

info will be available in the coming weeks. 

Book Club. The book club meets on the 4th 

Tuesday of the month in the parlor. If you have 

not joined them in the past and would like to 

attend, please contact Jan Schoenherr at 

schoenherrrjan@gmail.com. If the group is 

large, they will need to break into two groups 

with two facilitators, so it is important to have a 

count before discussion day. The book they are 

reading for March is the 2025 Kalamazoo Read-

ing Together book, Solito by Javier Zamora.   

 

 

 212 S. Park St.                                                                                  www.umc-kzo.org 

Kalamazoo, MI 49007                                                                              (269) 381-6340 

10:00 a.m.                                                                              March 2, 2025  

Sunday  
Transfiguration 

http://Youtube.com/c/KALAMAZOOfirstunitedmethodistchurch
http://Youtube.com/c/KALAMAZOOfirstunitedmethodistchurch

