
 
PRELUDE     Prelude             G. Nivers  
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP      Deb Search-Willoughby  
 
One: We gather to live into God’s economy of abundance, recognizing the riches of 
  the prayers, presence, gifts, service, and witness that surround us. But what  
  about when the world tempts us back into scarcity? 
All: We want to turn away from scarcity and choose God’s abundance, and we 
  can with God’s help.  
One: We gather to shine as a beacon of a new way of living where following Jesus 
  means sharing in God’s abundant gifts together. But will you keep shining      
  when others try to pull you astray, putting the pursuit of wealth before the        
  pursuit of God?  
All: With God’s help, we will resist the pull of wealth and the fear of scarcity 
  and pursue the way of love, abundance, and flourishing for all creation. 
  Let us worship God with deep gladness. Amen. 
 
*OPENING HYMN #2137 Would I Have Answered When You Called  (FWS-black hymnal) 
 
WELCOME            Rev. Julie Kline 
 
LIGHTING THE PEACE CANDLE & PASSING THE PEACE       Rev. Matt Weiler 
 
*GOSPEL READING     Mark 10:17-31 
 
HOLY BAPTISM                    (See insert) 
 
HYMN #2249     God Claims You      (FWS-black hymnal) 
  Please sing Roman, Roman God claims you. 
 
MESSAGE     Come, into God’s Presence       Rev. Julie Kline 
 
HYMN #2273    Jesus, We Are Here  (vs 1, 2 & 4)      (FWS-black hymnal) 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & LORD’S PRAYER 
 
Throughout this Generosity Campaign, we will pray an alternative version of the 
Lord’s Prayer to help us gain understanding and depth behind the traditional words 
that many of us say without thinking about their meaning. 
 

O presence and power within us, Being and Life of all. How we are filled, how 
we overflow with infinite love and gladness! We shall this day sow grace and 
peace, and show mercy to all, and gentle loving-kindness. And we shall be not 
so self-serving, but a constant source of giving. For ours is the essence, and 
the wholeness, and the fullness forever. Amen. 
 
GENEROSITY MOMENT  & CALL TO OFFERING                     Sue Ellen Isacksen 
 Loose change collected during this time will help the mission of United Methodist  
 Committee on Relief 

 
OFFERTORY ANTHEM     Where Your Treasure Is         Marty Haugen 
 Please join in singing the refrain when indicated. 
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*DOXOLOGY #94     Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow      (UMH-red  hymnal) 
 
 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
 Praise God, all creatures here below:  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
 Praise God, the source of all our gifts! 
 Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts! 
 Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit!  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION       
 
Compassionate God, thank you that you are our strength and our song, you fill 
our hearts with joy. We give our offerings to you with gladness and joy.        
Everything we have belongs to you and we rejoice as we give a portion of your  
abundant gifts back to you for the work of the coming kingdom. Bless the 
tithes and offerings we give today. May your light guide us as the compassion 
of   Jesus inspires us and the presence of the Spirit empowers us to live with 
deep gladness. In gratitude, we pray. Amen. 
 
OUR SHARED LIFE           
 

*HYMN #664     Sent Forth by God’s Blessing       (UMH-red  hymnal) 
 
POSTLUDE     The Heavens Declare the Glory of God      B. Marcello 

UMH-United Methodist Hymnal, FWS-The Faith We Sing 

THIS WEEK’S EVENTS 

 

Sunday, October 13 
10:00 am Sunday Worship 
11:00 am Sunday School - Parlor 
11:15 am Youth Sunday School - Youth Center 
6:00 pm Youth Group - Youth Center 
 

Monday, October 14 
1:00 pm Building & Grounds - Parlor 
2:00 pm Leadership Team - Zoom 
6:30 pm House Meeting - Zoom 
 

Tuesday, October 15 
9:30 am Worship Planning - Zoom 
9:45 am Book Club - Chapel 
12:30 pm Staff Meeting - Parlor 
4:15 pm First Beats 
4:30 pm Food Pantry 
6:30 pm Manna - Youth Center 
 

Wednesday, October 16 
8:00 am Yoga - Zoom 
9:00 am Dawn Patrol - Parlor 
11:30 am Prayer Group -  Chapel 
12:00 pm Cuppa Inspiration - Facebook Live 
12:30 pm Food Pantry  
3:00 pm HON - Zoom 
 

Thursday, October 17 
9:00 am Trustees - Zoom 
9:30 am First Stitchers - Fellowship Rm. 
6:00 pm Handbell Ensemble - Wesley Hall 
6:30 pm House Meeting - Parlor 
7:00 pm Stewardship Team - Zoom 
7:15 pm Chancel Singers - Choir Rm. 
 

Friday, October 18 
 

Saturday, October 19 
1:00 pm Growing Community Garden - Sunnyside 



We’re glad you are our guest today!  

If you are worshipping with us for the first 

time, please stop by the Welcome Center. 

Child care with trained and fully vaccinat-

ed staff is provided on the second floor for 

infants through three-year-olds.  

Worship activities for children can be 

found on a cart outside the side sanctuary 

doors.  

LARGE print Bibles and Hymnals are 

available at the Park Street entrance.  

Hearing assistance devices are available 

at the Welcome Center. 

Today’s service is being livestreamed 

and recorded. You can request a free 

copy of the DVD from the office. You can 

find previous worship services on our  

website: http://www.umc-kzo.org/mp3.asp. 

You may view worship services on our 

YouTube channel: YouTube.com/c/

KALAMAZOOfirstunitedmethodistchurch  

 

UPCOMING WORSHIP 

 
Sunday, October, 20 
10:00 am Worship 
Rev. Matt Weiler  

Deep Gladness: finding joy & 
making a joyful noise 

 
Sunday, October, 27 
10:00 am Worship 

Rev. Julie Kline 
Consecration Sunday  

Deep Gladness: serving God 
Mark 10:46-52 

 

Church Staff 
 

Rev. Julie Kline ........................ Lead Pastor 

Rev. Matt Weiler ...... Comm. Formation 

Jacqueline Stilger ......... Director of Music 

Julia Librizzi ................ Children & Families 

Thom Victor ..... Tech. Support Specialist 

Bernie Foulk .................................. Organist 

Drew Bolton .......... Bldg. Superintendent 

Christine Landreville ....... Office Manager 

Walt Whitfield ....................... Bookkeeper 

Christiane Stakely ........... Office Assistant 

Jose Celorio ... Communications Coord. 

Andrew Weare ................... Building Host 

Ava Loncharte ..................... Building Host 

Eamon Bronson ................... Building Host 

Jim Tiffany ................................... Custodian 

Ruth Butters ......... Young Adult Resident  

 

We are a Reconciling Congregation, welcoming all. 
 

First United Methodist Church of Kalamazoo invites all persons 

to join us on our journey of faith. Jesus Christ calls us to be an inclusive church that  

exemplifies the kingdom of God. We strive to move toward reconciling  

relationships with all, affirming those who are marginalized for any reason,  

including sexual orientation or gender identity.  
 

We welcome all with open hearts, open minds, open doors. 

WORSHIP LEADERS 
 

Rev. Julie Kline, Rev. Matt Weiler, Julia Librizzi,      
Deb Search-Willoughby, Sue Ellen Isacksen 
 

Director of Music  Organist 

Jacqueline Stilger Bernie Foulk             
 

Audio-Visual Team:  Bryan Heany, Drew Eaton,   
Kennedy Hayes, Lucas McGinnis & Zachary Jackson. 
 
 

Acolytes:  Cora and Hazel Welter 
 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
New Adult Sunday School: The Social Principles, 

began last Sunday and will run through the 27th, 

The Social Principles express the United Methodist 

Church’s official positions on complex societal is-

sues. Each week will focus on an issue or theme that 

relates to contemporary politics and society. John 

Clark will lead the discussion.  
 

Youth Sunday School: Join us after worship every 

Sunday for a new youth Sunday School Class for 

youth in the 6th grade through 12th grade. Classes 

will integrate Bible study, prayer practices, and im-

portant current issues. Our first several weeks will 

explore themes of climate justice and food justice 

with Old Testament Study. Pastor Matt, Ruth Butters 

and others will share teaching. No need to sign up; 

just show up. 
 

House Meetings Sign Ups: There are still limited 

spots open so please join our Church's House Meet-

ing Campaign! We will gather in small groups to 

pray, converse, and share insights that will shape 

our 2025 Strategic Plan. Sign up online or at the wel-

come table after worship.  
 

Sunday School for children and parents!  Children 

will meet in Room 206 with our wonderful teachers: 

Jane Barnes, Lisa Coe, Anne Sherfield, and Joyce 

Moore. Family Foundations for parents will meet in 

Room 209, led by Katy McGinnis and Magen 

Lindstrom.  

Generosity Campaign: As a part of this year’s 

Giving Campaign, there will be devotions 

about generosity available twice a week. This 

week’s devotions have been written by Rev. 

Doug Vernon (Monday on the church’s         

Facebook page) and Deacon Cara Weiler 

(email on Wednesday).  
 

Family Fun Night: Children and Families Minis-

tries, Youth Group and Faith Milestones are 

combining for Fall fun and fellowship! All are 

invited! Please join us Sunday, Oct. 20, from 2-

5pm for harvest fun at Harvest Moon Acres in 

Gobles for a hayride, corn maze, and more fall 

fun! The cost of entry $14/person, please bring 

cash or check only. Please RSVP to Julia Librizzi 

at: jlibrizzi@umc-kzo.org or Rev. Matt Weiler at: 

mweiler@umc-kzo.org by Friday, Oct. 18 and let 

them know how many in your family plan to 

attend. 

 

Feeling Kind? Join us after worship on October 

20th in the Fellowship Hall for a congregational 

care meeting for all. We'll discuss current care      

practices and brainstorm new ways to spread 

compassion in our faith community and beyond. 

Invite others and help us create a stronger, more 

caring congregation! 

 

Downtown Outreach Churches Collaboration 

are hosting an event “From Transactional to   

Relational: creating a culture of community 

through service.” This event will foster conversa-

tion among downtown church leaders asking the 

question, “What can we do better together?” 

And “What do we as faith communities have to 

uniquely offer to our neighbors in need?” Fea-

tured presenters include Rev. Dr. Alexia          

Salvetierra of Fuller Seminary and Bishop Yehiel 

Curry of the Metropolitan Chicago Synod in the 

Lutheran Church (ELCA). The event will be held 

Oct. 22-23 at First Presbyterian Church. 

 
 

 

Family camping for All: July 11-13, 2025. At 

Lake Michigan Family Campground,          

http://Youtube.com/c/KALAMAZOOfirstunitedmethodistchurch
http://Youtube.com/c/KALAMAZOOfirstunitedmethodistchurch

