*PROCESSIONAL HYMN #302  Christ the Lord Is Risen Today (UMH-red hymnal)

WELCOME Rev. Julie Kline
One: Christ is risen!
All: Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!

WORLD METHODIST SOCIAL AFFIRMATION & LIGHTING THE PEACE CANDLE

We believe in God, the creator of the world and all people; and in Jesus
Christ, incarnate among us, who died, and rose again; and in the Holy
Spirit, present with us to guide, strengthen, and comfort. We believe;
God, help our unbelief. We rejoice in every sign of God’s Kingdom; in the
upholding of human dignity and community; in every expression of love,
justice, and reconciliation; in each act of self-giving on behalf of others;
and the abundance of God's gifts entrusted to us that all may have
enough; and all responsible use of earth's resources. Glory be to God on
high; and on earth, peace.

*PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST

*HYMN #307 Christ is Risen (UMH-red hymnal)

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

God of love and mystery, the Christ you have raised from the dead is the
Christ who lives in us. By this mystery you give us courage to love,
willingness to trust, and faith to endure. Your love can’t be defeated.
Your presence can’t be taken from us. All the powers of evil and injustice,
even sin, even death, are vulnerable to your grace. May Christ rise in our
hearts, fill us with your light, and lead us with joy into new lives. We pray
in the continually renewing Spirit of Christ. Amen.

A TIME FOR THE CHILD WITHIN US ALL Julia Librizzi

HYMN #2233 This is Where Children Belong (FWS-black hymnal)

MESSAGE Terror and Amazement Rev. Julie Kline

*HYMN #185  When the Morning Gilds the Skies (UMH-red hymnal)

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE / THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our God/Father/Mother, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day
our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

CALL TO OFFERING

OFFERTORY ANTHEM Crown Him ! Dan Forrest
Crown Him with many crowns, the Lamb upon his throne: Hark! How the heavenly anthem
drowns all music but its own. Awake, my soul, and sing of him who died for thee, and hail him
as thy matchless king through all eternity. Crown him the Lord of love; Behold his hands and
side. Rich wounds, yet visible above, in beauty glorified. No angel in the sky can fully bear
that sight, but downward bends his wondering eye at mysteries so bright. Crown him the Lord
of life! Who triumphed o’er the grave, who rose victorious in the strife for those he came to
save; His glories now we sing, who died and rose on high, who died eternal life to bring and
lives that death my die. Crown him the Lord of heaven: one with the Father known, one with
the spirit through him given from yonder glorious throne. To thee be endless praise, for thou
for us hast died; be thou, O Lord, through endless days adored and magnified!

*DOXOLOGY #94 Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;

Praise God all creatures here below: Alleluia! Alleluia!
Praise God, the source of all our gifts!

Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts!

Praise the Spirit! Holy Spirit! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION

God of the victory of life over death; on this glorious Easter Sunday, we
rejoice in the resurrection of your Son, Jesus Christ. Just as the women
encountered the empty tomb and the angelic message of new life, we too
encounter the living Christ in our hearts and lives. As we present our tithes
and offerings, may they be an affirmation of our search for the risen Christ,
the one who challenges us to see beyond our own expectations. Bless our
giving and help us discover the transformative power of the living Jesus in
our lives. In the holy name of our risen Savior, we pray. Amen.

OUR SHARED LIFE

*HYMN OF SENDING FORTH #318 Christ is Alive (FWS-black hymnal)
During the final verse of the hymn you are invited to proceed to the front of the
sanctuary and join in the choir in singing the Hallelujah chorus.

*BLESSING

*HALLELUJAH CHORUS

**CONGREGATIONAL EASTER PICTURE

Following this worship service, we invite everyone to participate in our annual
tradition of taking a congregational easter photo.

OUR MISSION
We are called to
Experience God’s love
Celebrate God'’s love
Share God’s love

OUR VISION

We are a Christ-centered
community where our stories are
woven with God'’s story.

OUR VALUES

Love: God is Love and all
creation is made in love,
by love, for love.
Community: Sacred relationship
with God and one another.
Inclusion: All identities belong
and are loved in Christ.
Justice: Restoration of equity and
wholeness.

THIS WEEK’S EVENTS

Sunday, March 31

9:00 am EasterLabyrinth

9:00 am Bible Study in Acts - Rm 304
10:00 am Sunday Worship - Sanctuary

Monday, April 1
Closed for Holiday

Tuesday, April 2

9:30 am Worship Planning - Zoom
4:30 pm Food Pantry

6:30 pm Manna - Youth Center

Wednesday, April 3

9:00 am Dawn Patrol - Parlor

10:00 am OLLI Curriculum Comm - Fellowship Room
12:00 pm Cuppa Inspiration - Facebook Live

12:30 pm Food Pantry

3:00 pm HON - Zoom

Thursday, April 4

9:30 am First Stitchers - Fellowship Room
4:30 pm Leadership Team - Zoom

7:00 pm First Strings

Friday April 5

Saturday April 6

Sunday, April 7

9:00 am Bible Study in Acts - Rm 304

10:00 am Sunday Worship - Sanctuary

11:00 am Sunday School for all ages - Parlor
6:00 pm Youth Group - Youth Center

UMH-United Methodist Hymnal,
FWS-The Faith We Sing



UPCOMING WORSHIP

Sunday, April 7
2nd Sunday of Easter

10:00 am Worship
Rev. Matt Weiler
This is How We Respond
Acts 4:32-35; 1 John 1:1-2:2

Sunday, April 14
3rd Sunday of Easter
10:00 am Worship
Rev. Julie Kline
The Essence of Resurrection
Luke 24: 36-48

We’re glad you are our guest today!
If you are worshipping with us for the first
time, please stop by the Welcome Center.
Child care with trained and fully vaccinat-
ed staff is provided on the second floor for
infants through three-year-olds.

Worship activities for children can be
found on a cart outside the side sanctuary
doors.

LARGE print Bibles and Hymnals are
available at the Park Street entrance.
Hearing assistance devices are available
at the Welcome Center.

Today’s service is being livestreamed
and recorded. You can request a free
copy of the DVD from the office. You can
find previous worship services on our
website: http://www.umc-kzo.org/mp3.asp.
You may view worship services on our
YouTube channel: YouTube.com/c/
KALAMAZOOfirstunitedmethodistchurch.

Church Staff

Rev. Julie Kline..........ccccuueunee Lead Pastor
Rev. Matt Weiler ...... Comm. Formation
Jacqueline Stilger ......... Director of Music
Julia Librizzi................ Children & Families
Thom Victor-.......... Technology Specialist
Bernie Foulk Organist
Drew Bolton.......... Bldg. Superintendent
Christine Landreville.......Office Manager
Walt Whitfield..........cocueueee. Bookkeeper
Christiane Stakely ........... Office Assistant
Jose Celorio ... Communications Coord.
Michael Lee........ccoviriveucincnnes Custodian
Andrew Weare......... Building Hospitality
Ava Loncharte........... Building Hospitality

Jonathan Townley......... Youth/YA Intern

WORSHIP LEADERS

Rev. Julie Kline, Rev. Matt Weiler, Julia Librizzi,
Derek Wheaton

Director of Music
Jacqueline Stilger

Organist
Bernie Foulk

Trumpet Horn

Liem Nguyen Gretchen Bonnema
Trombone Timpani

Gabriel Funk Kohl Corrigan

Audio-Visual Team: Bryan Heany, Drew Eaton,
Thom Victor, Lucas McGinnis, Philip VanOrman.

Acolytes: Campbell Weiler & Grace Harthorn

INCLUSIVE LANGUAGE

In our worship, we strive to witness to the whole-
ness of God, embracing the diversity of images of
God that are found within Scriptures. We will seek
to include male, female, and gender-neutral lan-
guage and imagery for God, and utilize language
that helps to avoid binary terms in pronouns and
images of people. In our hymns and liturgy, we in-

vite you to use pronouns that best express your prac-
tice and affirm your faith.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Prayer Wall: This is a space to share our hearts, con-
cerns, and aspirations with God. Whether personal
or global all intentions are welcome. Let us pray for
compassion, forgiveness, and reconciliation particu-
larly in the Middle East, Ukrainian/Russia and East
Africa, along with the many other places that war
and violence are doing harm. Together may our
prayers illuminate the path towards peace and un-
derstanding for all.

Adult Mission Trip: We invite adults of any age to
join us on a mission trip to Detroit, October 3-6. We
will be staying at and working through Cass Com-
munity Social Services, a Detroit-based agency con-
nected with Cass Community United Methodist
Church. For questions, or to sign up, please contact
Dan Duncan.

Pickleball for Beginners: Join our pickleball class at
Parchment United Methodist Church, located at 225
Glendale Blvd., Parchment, MI. The class takes place
on Monday afternoons from 1:30 to 3:30 pm. There is
no cost, just a lot of fun and laughter. Remember to
bring your own water bottle and wear tennis shoes.
We'll provide the rackets and pickleballs for you to
use. Call Carol Shilts at (269) 720-9638 to sign up.

EASTER OFFERING

Please consider supporting and celebrating these
organizations. Our Easter offering will be split
equally between the three United Methodist
ministries:

The Methodist Children’s Home of
Costa Rica

The Methodist Children’s Home of Costa
Rica is a Christ-centered, family-oriented
ministry for children who need a safe and
loving home. This home provides spiritual,
emotional, physical, and educational sup-
port for the children with loving care.

Many members of First United Methodist
Church have had the privilege of working on
building projects and providing activities for
the children during service projects from
2015 to 2020.

Our church recognizes and supports the im-
pact that this Home has on the lives of the
children and our gift of money will be grate-
fully appreciated.

Immigration Aid for People in Mexico
and Central America

Cristian Schlick is a missionary representing
the United Methodist General Board of
Global Ministries in ministry with migrants
from Central America and Mexico. A native
of Chile, he was commissioned in June 2019
and is based in Central America.

Global Ministries engages in ministries with
migrants in Central America and Mexico in
collaboration with partner churches and or-
ganizations. Having a missionary in the re-
gion facilitates ministries aimed at assuring a
range of options, including “the right to
stay,” “safe passage,” “hospitality,” and
“support for the returned.”

Advancing Food Sovereignty Through
Agroecology in Brazil

Promoting ecological restoration and the
production of healthy food toward greater
food sovereignty in Brazil — with the goal of
planting 100 million food-bearing trees over
the next 10 years, especially to help landless
workers who suffer from the extreme wealth
and power inequalities in their country.

First L‘nilc_d Methodist
Church of Kalamazoo

EASTER SUNDAY
CHRIST IS RISEN!
MARK 16: 1-8
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* Please rise in body or in spirit

PRELUDE A. Gabrieli

Prelude

*GOSPEL PROCLAMATION Mark 16: 1-8 Derek Wheaton

INTROIT Christ the Lord is Risen Today Mark Schweizer
Christ the Lord is risen today, Alleluia! Sons of men and angels say, Alleluia! Raise your joys
and triumphs high, sing ye heavens, and earth, reply, ours the cross, the grave, the skies, Alle-
luia! Love’s redeeming work is done, fought the fight, the battle won. Lives again, our glori-
ous King, where, O death, is now thy sting? Hymns of praise then let us sing, Alleluia! Soar
we now where Christ hath led, following our exalted Head. Death in vain forbids him rise, an-

gels sing and earth replies, Christ hath opened paradise, Alleluia!
*CALL TO WORSHIP

One: Christ is risen!

Al: Christ is risen indeed!

One: Love has conquered fear.

Al: Life has overcome death.

One: By the powers of evil and injustice the Beloved was crucified.

All: But by the power of grace God has raised Christ from the dead.

One Christ died bearing all our sin and fear.

Al: But Christ rose in love, and with Christ we too are raised to life that is
eternal, life that is new, life in you, O God of love. Alleluia!

We are a Reconciling Congregation, welcoming all.

First United Methodist Church of Kalamazoo invites all persons
to join us on our journey of faith. Jesus Christ calls us to be an inclusive church that
exemplifies the kingdom of God. We strive to move toward reconciling
relationships with all, affirming those who are marginalized for any reason,
including sexual orientation or gender identity.

We welcome all with open hearts, open minds, open doors.


http://Youtube.com/c/KALAMAZOOfirstunitedmethodistchurch
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