Fifth Sunday of Lent

We are called to

EXPERIENCE,
CELEBRATE, ana
SHARE GOD’S LOVE

We would like to connect with you.
Please fill out the attendance pad and introduce yourself as you pass it to your neighbor.
You are invited in these beginning moments to use the green prayer cards found in the pews.
The cards will be collected by an usher during the opening hymn to be shared with clergy.

* Please rise in body or in spirit

PRELUDE The Butterfly, Humours of Castlecomer, A Hundred Pipers Irish Melodies
*CALL TO WORSHIP (praying responsively) Yvonne Fulton

One: We are called to

All: experience God’s love.

One: We are called to

All: celebrate God’s love.

One: We are called to

All: share God’s love.

One: This is the work of the people,

All: our mission is to serve with love and joy
as we build God’s Kingdom here on earth.

One: Let us worship God!

*OPENING HYMN #138 The King of Love My Shepherd Is (UMH- red hymnal)

WELCOME Rev. Julie Kline

We are a Reconciling Congregation, welcoming all.

First United Methodist Church of Kalamazoo invites all persons
to join us on our journey of faith. Jesus Christ calls us to be an inclusive church that
exemplifies the kingdom of God. We strive to move toward reconciling
relationships with all, affirming those who are marginalized for any reason,
including sexual orientation or gender identity.

We welcome all with open hearts, open minds, open doors.



CALL TO CONFESSION - verse 1
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1; O -pen our hearts and our minds to your love. Let us
2. For-give us our fail-ings, our fears and our doubts. Let us
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seek your grace and wis - dom.
seek your love and com - pas - sion.

Text & tune by J. Stilger ©2024

PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Gracious and loving God, hear our prayer. We know we do not always live as
we ought: we turn away from you, from our neighbor, our true selves. We know
we dim your light within us, with our pride, our self-righteousness, and our
need for self-control. We know that you love us, that you do not abandon us,
and that again and again you call us back to you, back to love, back to grace,
back to your light. Forgive us we pray, through Christ our Lord. Amen.

REFRAIN Verse 2 of Call to Confession

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS Rev. Matt Weiler
All: In Jesus Christ, We are forgiven. Amen,

LIGHTING THE PEACE CANDLE AND PASSING THE PEACE

One: Each one of us has an individual story

All: a story that is living, unfolding, and continually created anew.

One: Our faith community has a collective story

Al entwining our individual stories together and weaving with God’s story.

One: The Holy Spirit is guiding and shaping our story

Al and there is much more to be discovered and lived.

One: We dwell in a story that in the end is filled with hope, resurrection,
life, and love eternal.

All: This is my story, this is my song, praising my Savior all the day long.

One: As we journey through Lent and seek the Easter dawn,

All: may we dedicate our stories to being the kingdom of God here on earth.

One: It is a story to be told and celebrated in the light of this good news, let us share
the peace of Christ with our neighbors as we worship here in the sanctuary and
for those who join us online.

MUSICAL RESPONSE #2219  Goodness is Stronger than Evil  (FWS-black hymnal)

*GOSPEL READING  John 12:20-33
This is what the Spirit is saying to the church.
Thanks be to God.



A TIME FOR THE CHILD WITHIN US ALL Julia Librizzi

HYMN #2233  This is Where Children Belong (FWS-black hymnal)
MESSAGE The Call of Love and Life Rev. Julie Kline
MUSICAL RESPONSE #707 Hymn of Promise (UMH-red hymnal)

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER (praying together)

Our God/Father/Mother, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy king-
dom come, thy will be done, on Earth as it is in Heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine
is the Kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

CALL TO OFFERING
OFFERTORY MUSIC Maggie in the Woods, The Banshee, Kesh Jig  Irish Melodies
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (praying together)

God of Wild Love, we give you these offerings in gratitude rejoicing in the
abundance of your gifts to us. We give these offerings in faith, trusting that
you will provide for our needs. We give these offerings in hope, knowing you
can use them to spread your love in this world. With these offerings, we give
ourselves. May we live with generous hearts and with open hands. Amen.

OUR SHARED LIFE
HYMN #2197 Lord of All Hopefulness (FWS-black hymnal)

SUNG BLESSING Irish Blessing Lori True

May the road rise to meet you. May the wind be at your back. May the sun shine warm upon your
face. May the rain fall softly on your fields and until we meet again, may you keep safe in the gentle,
loving arms of God.

BENEDICTION

SENDING FORTH Rattlin’ Bog, Kerry Polka and Britches Full of Stitches  Irish Melodies

T A Lenten practice suggestion from The Poetry of Lent devotional booklet, available
at the Welcome Center or get an electronic copy. Please email jcelorio@umc-kzo.org
for more information.

Try what renowned preacher Fred Craddock calls “going marveling”: an afternoon
or evening walk to gather marvels (sights, sounds, shells, stones, flowers, pine cones -
anything that brings to mind God’s marvelous generosity!).

UMH-United Methodist Hymnal,
FWS-The Faith We Sing
























