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We are a Reconciling Congregation, welcoming all.

First United Methodist Church of Kalamazoo invites all persons
to join us on our journey of faith. Jesus Christ calls us to be an inclusive church that
exemplifies the kingdom of God. We strive to move toward reconciling
relationships with all, affirming those who are marginalized for any reason,
including sexual orientation or gender identity.

We welcome all with open hearts, open minds, open doors.



Transfiguidlion Sunday

We would like to connect with you.
Please fill out the attendance pad and introduce yourself as you pass it to your neighbor.
You are invited in these beginning moments to use the green prayer cards found in the pews.
The cards will be collected by an usher during the opening hymn to be shared with clergy.

* Please rise in body or in spirit

PRELUDE

*CALL TO WORSHIP (reading responsively) Danette Johnson
One: Let us worship God, our light and our salvation,

Al:  The Lord is the stronghold of our lives.

One: We desire to live in God’s house and to seek God in all the places we are.

Al  We have come with shouts of joy; to sing and to make music to the Lord.
One: Let us worship God in spirit and in truth.

All: Teach us your ways and make straight our paths in this hour of worship

and always.

*OPENING HYMN #2103 We Have Come at Christ’s Own Bidding (FWS-black hymnal)

WELCOME Rev. Matt Weiler

LIGHTING THE PEACE CANDLE Danette Johnson & Rev. Julie Kline
A reading from Jesus and the Disinherited. Howard Thurman. Beacon Press,
1996. p. 56-57

*SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST

SCRIPTURE READING 2 Kings 2:6-12 Rev. Julie Kline
*GOSPEL READING Mark 9:2-9 Danette Johnson
HYMN #2233  This is Where Children Belong (FWS-black hymnal)
A TIME FOR THE CHILD WITHIN US ALL Julia Librizzi
MESSAGE Maybe We'll Understand This Better on the Other Side Rev. Weiler
*HYMN SING

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our God/Mother/Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.



CALL TO OFFERING Rev. Julie Kline
OFFERTORY

*THE DOXOLOGY #94 Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow (UNMH-red hymnal)
While the children have buried our alleluias, today we sing alleluia once more before Lent.

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;

Praise God, all creatures here below: Alleluia! Alleluia!
Praise God, the source of all our gifts!

Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts!

Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (praying together)

Gracious God, we give you thanks for the light of love around us and the
fire of faith within us. May our lives, and these gifts we bring proclaim the
hope of your glory: Jesus Christ, the light of the world. Amen.

OUR SHARED LIFE

*HYMN #525 We’ll Understand it Better By and By (UMH-red hymnal)
BENEDICTION
POSTLUDE
134 O Mary, Don’t You Weep 655  Fix Me, Jesus
251 Go, Tell It on the Mountain 703  Swing Low, Sweet Chariot
288  Were You There 704  Steal Awayto Jesus
291  He Never Said a Mumbalin’ Word 719 My Lord, What a Morning
316 HeRose 722 | Wantto Be Ready
333  I’'m Goin a Sing When the SpiritSays 2072 Amen, Amen
Sing 2082 Woke Up This Morning
345  'Tisthe Old Ship of Zion 2096 Rise Up, Shepherd, and Follow
352 lts Me, Its Me, O Lord (There's a Star in the East)
375 TherelsaBalmin Gilead 2107 Wade inthe Water
402 Lord, | Want to Be a Christian 2139 Oh, | Know the Lord's Laid His Hands
404  EveryTime | Feel the Spirit on Me
416  Come Out the Wilderness 2145 I've Got Peace Like a River
418  We Are Climbing Jacobs Ladder 2148 Over My Head
448 Go Down, Moses 2151 I'm So Glad Jesus Lifted Me
464 | WillTrustin the Lord 2153 I'm Gonna Live So God Can Use Me
520 Nobody Knows the Trouble | See 2194 O Freedom
521 |WantJesus to Walk with Me 2208 Guide My Feet
527 Do, Lord, Remember Me 2250 I've Just Come from the Fountain

585 This Little Light of Mine
618 Let Us Break Bread Together

UMH - United Methodist Hymnal  FWS-The Faith We Sing



WORSHIP LEADERS
Rev. Dr. Matt Weiler, Rev. Julie Kline, Julia Librizzi,

Danette Johnson

Director of Music
Jacqueline Stilger

Organist

Bernie Foulk
Audio-Visual Team: Bryan Heany, Drew Eaton,
Lucas McGinnis

Acolytes: Neela Parthasarathy

INCLUSIVE LANGUAGE

In our worship, we strive to witness to the whole-
ness of God, embracing the diversity of images of
God that are found within Scriptures. We will seek
to include male, female, and gender-neutral lan-

guage and imagery for God, and utilize language
that helps to avoid binary terms in pronouns and
images of people. In our hymns and liturgy, we in-
vite you to use pronouns that best express your prac-
tice and affirm your faith.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Camp Scholarship Offering. Michigan United
Methodist Camping provides quality, Christ-
Centered, life changing experiences of camp that,
much like our youth mission week, are essential
parts of the youth ministry at this church. There are
camps for all ages and many to choose from. Today
in worship, we will take a special offering to support
youth camp scholarships. All youth who attend
camp from FUMC are offered a $100 scholarship.

Today! The first of several Reconciling Ministries
Spiritual Formation classes to connect our faith to
our Antiracist Identities will be today after worship.
Led by Pastor Matt Weiler, participants will be pro-
vided with practices for the season of Lent to explore
the question, “What is the relationship between RE-
PENTANCE and ANTIRACISM?” more intently at
their own pace. No preparation necessary, all are
invited.

Retirement Reception. Please join us after church in
the PERKS area on Sunday, February 25 for a Retire-
ment Reception for long-time Director of Business
Administration, Ruth LaMachia. There will be a bas-
ket for your cards and notes, as well as special treats.
This is an opportunity to come together in communi-
ty to celebrate and thank Ruth for her many years of
dedicated service.

Community Health. Acknowledging a community
rise in illness of all sorts, please feel welcome to wear
a mask while at church.

Join us in creating an inclusive community.
3rd Sunday Potluck; 6:00 — 7:30 pm. Mark your
calendars for our multi-generational potluck
that happens the 3rd Sunday of every month in
the Parlor! Our next event will be February
18th from 6:00 — 7:30 pm. Please bring a dish to
share. Dishware and cutlery will be provided.
Following dinner, there will be a group activity
for all ages. Everyone is welcome!

Adult Sunday School Opportunities.
Family Foundations: I Guess I Haven't Learned
That Yet by Shauna Niequist.

The New Storyteller! 9:00 am in room 304. This
study is a deep dive into the Book of Acts - the
writer, Luke, was a New Storyteller.

The Methodist Movement in America Brought
to Life. The Methodist Movement has always
been dynamic, both in England and America!
John Boley leads this class on the Methodist
Movement in America concluding today, Feb.
11. All are invited for coffee and discussion af-
ter worship in the Parlor.

Anti-Bias/Anti-Racist. As part of Kalamazoo
First United Methodist Church’s vow to resist
oppression in all its forms we, the Church
Council, commit ourselves to the decisive ac-
tion that is needed to resist and dismantle rac-
ism at every level. This action must go beyond
our historically empty rhetoric about repent-
ance and broken promises to be a church that is
a credible and active witness for peace, equity
and justice in the face of harm visited upon
communities of color. We beckon our clergy
and lay leadership to unapologetically shine
the light of truth on our church community so
that we recognize our complicity in systemic
racism, recognize and condemn white suprem-
acy as sin, and seek a deep knowing of what
God calls us to do. We make these vows so that
every person — especially Black, Indigenous,
and People of Color (BIPOC) —may live in
safety, health, and freedom.

Splendid Suppers for Seven! Sign-up will
begin on February 18th for a potluck oppor-
tunity! Round One of Splendid Suppers for
Seven will begin in March and carry over into
April. Hosts have volunteered to open their
homes to groups of seven. Plan to choose a
date that works for you, and then anticipate a
postcard in the mail with details about the
hosts” name and address, the main course, and
your dish-to-pass assignment!



UPCOMING WORSHIP
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Clergy & Directors

Rev. Julie Kline
Lead Pastor
Rev. Matt Weiler
Pastor of Community Formation
Jacqueline Stilger
Director of Music
Julia Librizzi
Director of Children and Families
Ministries
Ruth LaMachia
Director of Business Administration

OUR MISSION

We are called to
Experience God’s love
Celebrate God'’s love
Share God’s love

OUR VISION

We are a Christ-centered
community where our stories are
woven with God'’s story.

OUR VALUES

Love: God is Love and all
creation is made in love,
by love, for love.

Community: Sacred relationship
with God and one another.

Inclusion: All identities belong
and are loved in Christ.

Justice: Restoration of equity
and wholeness.

THI' S WEEK®&S EVE

Sunday, February 11

9:00 am The New Storytcder 304

10:00 am Sunday WorsBignctuary

10:00 am Friendship Village Satellite Worship
11:15 am Sunday School for all ages

6:00 pm Youth Greifouth Center

Monday, February 12
11:30 am Prayer GreGhapel
1:00 pm Building & GrouZa®m

Tuesday, February 13

9:30 am Worship Plannifmpm
12:30 pm All Staff Meetfarlor
4:15 pm First Bea@hoir Room
6:30 pm Manr&outh Center

Wednesday, February 14

9:00 am Dawn Pati@éarlor

12:00 pm Cuppa Inspiratikacebook Live
12:30 pm Food Pantry

3:00 pm HONZoom

7:00 pm Ash Wednesday WorShipctuary

Thursday, February 15

9:30 am First Stitchdfellowship Room
6:00 pm Handbell Choir Rehe&¥ssley Hall
7:15 pm Chancel Sing&@goir Room

Friday February 16
Youth Retreat

Saturday February 17
Youth Retreat

Sunday, February 18

9:00 am The New StoryteRer 304

10:00 am Sunday WorsBgnctuary

10:00 am Friendship Village Satellite Worship
11:15 am Sunday School for all ages

11:15 am Confirmation Class

6:00 pm Youth Grefouth Center

6:00 pm Small Grou@hurch
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2 103 We Have Come at Christ’s

Own Bidding
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WORDS: Carl P. Daw, Jr. (Matt. 17:1-8; Mark 9:2-8; Luke 9:28-36)
MUSIC: Rowland H. Prichard; arr. by Ralph Vaughan Williams

Words © 1988 Hope Publishing Co.
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not in vain, search - ing  like those first dis -
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2233 Where Children Belong
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This, this is where chil-dren be-long, wel-comed as part of the
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cup, prayer, and song: This is where chil-dren be - long.
WORDS: James Ritchie RITCHIE
MUSIC: James Ritchie Irregular

© 1999 Abingdon Press, admin. by The Copyright Co.



525 Well Understand It Better By and By
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1. We are tossed and driv-en on the rest-less sea oftime;
2. We are  of - ten des - ti-tute of the things thatlife de-mands,
3. Tri-als dark on ev- ery hand, and we can-not un-der-stand
4. Temp - ta-tions, hid-den snares of -ten take us un - a-wares,
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som- ber skies and howling tem-pests oft suc- ceed abright sun-shine;
want of food and want of shelter, thirst- y hills and bar-renlands;

all the ways that God wouldleadus  to that bless - ed prom-ised land;
and our hearts are made to bleed for a thought-less word ordeed;
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in that land of per-fectday, whenthe mistshaverolled a-way,
we are trust-ing in theLord, and ac - cord-ing to God’s word,
but he guides us with hiseye, and we’ll fol - low till we die,
and we won-der why the test ~when we try to do ourbest

: - e : .
1 | 1 | 1] i 1 1 *

AR ! | . 1
S a— = I - ! = | ¥ 1 | P H P I
= == == ;
: 0 . 0 e: ~

we will un - der-stand it bet-ter by and by.

we will un - der-stand it bet-ter by and by.

for we’ll un - der-stand it bet-ter by and by.

but we’ll un - der-stand it bet - ter by and by.
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WORDS: Charles Albert Tindley, ca. 1906 (1 Cor. 13:12) BY AND BY

MUSIC: Charles Albert Tindley, ca. 1906; arr. by F. A. Clark, 1906 Irr. with Refrain
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By and by, when the morn - ing comes,
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for we’ll un - derstand it bet-ter by and by.
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(by and by)
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