FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

ADVENT: MEETING THE
TRANSCENDENT [UGHT
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We would like to connect with you.
Please fill out the attendance pad and introduce yourself as you pass it to your neighbor.
You are invited in these beginning moments to use the green prayer cards found in the pews.
The cards will be collected by an usher during the opening hymn to be shared with clergy.

* Please rise in body or in spirit

PRELUDE Away in a Manger arr. Robert S. Frost

ADVENT BELLS

*GOSPEL READING Luke 1:46-55 Rev. Matt Weiler
*OPENING HYMN #198 My Soul Gives Glory to My God (UMH-red hymnal)
During the hymn, ushers will pass through the sanctuary collecting the green prayer cards.
WELCOME

CALL TO CONFESSION Rev. Julie Kline
KYRIE #2275 (FWS-black hymnal)

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (praying together)

God our Savior, we ask for your mercy. Though we have heard Mary's song, we
still seek security in pride and power and possessions. Though we know your
story, we resist the costs of following you. We pass by those considered lowly
in this world. We turn away from hungry people who still wait to be filled. For-
give us, we pray. Help us to work for the justice you intend. Make us messen-
gers of the peace you bring. As we wait for you, turn our apathy into acts of
love and service. We pray in the name of Jesus Christ, Emmanuel, Amen.

ASSURANCE /FORGIVENESS

In the name of Jesus Christ we are all forgiven! Glory to God! Amen.
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REFRAIN  Christ Be Our Light Words and Music by Bernadette Farrell
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Christ, be our light! Shine in our’ hearts,
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Shine through the dark - ness. Christ, be our light!
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Shine in your church gather-ered to- day.
©1993, Published by OCP Pub. All rights reserved. Used with permission OnelLicense A-717536
PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION Phil VanOrman

*GOSPEL READING Luke 1:26-38

This is what the Spirit is saying to the church
Thanks be to God.

A TIME FOR THE CHILD AND LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLES  Julia Librizzi

So we gather to light a candle, because this might be the spark we need:
Love, here, with us.

HYMN #206 vs. 3 I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light (UMH-red hymnal)
SERMON The Air Love Breathes is Freedom Rev. Matt Weiler
*HYMN #272 Sing of Mary, Pure and Lowly (UMH-red hymnal)

PASTORAL PRAYER AND PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

THE LORD’S PRAYER Interpretation by Neil-Douglas Klotz

O Birther! Father- Mother of the Cosmos, focus your light within us - make it
useful. Create your reign of unity now through our fiery hearts and willing
hands. Help us love beyond our ideals and sprout acts of compassion for all
creatures. Animate the earth within us: we then feel the Wisdom underneath
supporting all. Untangle the knots within so that we can mend our hearts' sim-
ple ties to each other. Don't let surface things delude us, but free us from
what holds us back from our true purpose. Out of You, the astonishing fire, re-
turning light, and sound to the cosmos. Amen.



CALL TO OFFERING

Loose coins received will be designated for the support of United Methodist Committee on Relief
(UMCOR) for their work around the world.

OFFERTORY The First Noel arr. A. Sherfield
*THE DOXOLOGY Tune: Duke Street
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now we_ raqise our joy-fulsongs of thank-ful praise!

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (praying responsively, all reading the bold)

One: Thanks be to you, O God, maker of heaven and earth— giver of justice, lover of
righteousness, hope of the afflicted, and friend of the poor.

All: Your faithfulness never fails. Take and use these gifts we offer to further
your purpose in the world and to fulfill the promise of the world to come;
through Christ our Lord we pray. Amen.

*OUR SHARED LIFE
*CLOSING HYMN #249 There’s a Song in the Air (UMH-red hymnal)

*PEACE CANDLE AND PASSING THE PEACE
As you leave this sanctuary illuminated by the transcendent light, go now and share
with all you encounter.

POSTLUDE Christmas in Sarajevo arr. K. Alexander
Vedran Smailovic is a cellist from Bosnia. During the siege of Sarajevo he played for 22 days

in the ruined square of a downtown marketplace, often under the threat of snipers. His brav-
ery inspired musical numbers and a novel.

UMH - United Methodist Hymnal  FWS-The Faith We Sing
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Friday December 29

Clergy & Directors

Rev. Julie Kline
Lead Pastor
Rev. Matt Weiler
Pastor of Community Formation

Saturday December 20

Sunday, December 31
10:00 am Worshipanctuary
10:00 am Friendship Village Satellite Worship

Jacqueline Stilger Monday, January 2
Director of Music The church building will be closed
Julia Librizzi
Director of Children and Families
Ministries

Thom Victor Winter Weather Closing Polic

Pastor of Congregational Care
Ruth LaMachia We share closures on WWMT, Fadp-

Director of Business Administration book, our webpage, and email.




My Soul Gives

Glory to My God
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I. My  soul gives glo - ry to my God. My
2. My God has done great things for me:  yes,
3. From age to age, to all who fear, such
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heart pours out its praise. God lift - ed up my
ho - ly is this name. All peo - ple will de -
mer - ¢y love im - parts, dis - pens -ing jus - tice
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clare me blessed, and bless -ings they shall  claim.
far  and near, dis - miss- ing self - ish  hearts.
sat — is - fied, the rich seem sud- den-ly poor.
prom - is - es  with pres - ent faith - ful - ness.
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WORDS: Miriam Therese Winter, 1987 (Lk. 1:46b-55)

MUSIC: Wyeth’s Repository of Sacred Music, Part Second, 1813;

harm. by Charles H. Webb, 1988

MORNING SONG
CM

Words © 1978, 1987 Medical Mission Sisters; harm. © 1989 The United Methodist Publishing House
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Irregular

NEW WORLD

arr. by Ruth Elaine Schram

MUSIC: Based on Mvt. I from Symphony No. 9 by Antonin Dvotak;
Arr. © 1998 Alfred Publishing Co.

WORDS: Ancient Greek
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I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light
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1. I want to walk as a child of the light.
2. I want to see the brightness of  God.
3. 'm look-ing  for the com-ing of Christ.
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I want to fol - low Je - sus.
I want to look at Je - sus.
I want to be with Je = sus.
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God set the stars to give light to the world. The
Clear Sun of  Righteous-ness, shine on my path, and
When we have run with  pa-tience the race, we
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star of my life is Je - sus.
show me the way to the Fa - ther.
shall know the joy of Je - sus.
7 OO f' - P ) Tl. r J g .
B
2 - —IPL lb JF“ » o 0
] 1 1 ] r* -
Continues on next page
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WORDS: Kathleen Thomerson, 1966
MUSIC: Kathleen Thomerson, 1966

© 1970, 1975 Celebration
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Shine in my  heart, Lord Je - sus.
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10 7.10 8 with Refrain
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broth - er, takes our na -ture by his  birth.
suf - fer, tll on Cal - va - ry he died.
cord - ed shall be blest in ev - ery land.
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