
We are a Reconciling Congregation, welcoming all. 
 

First United Methodist Church of Kalamazoo invites all persons 

to join us on our journey of faith. Jesus Christ calls us to be an inclusive church that  

exemplifies the kingdom of God. We strive to move toward reconciling  

relationships with all, affirming those who are marginalized for any reason,  

including sexual orientation or gender identity.  
 

We welcome all with  open hearts, open minds, open doors. 

December 24 2023; 10 am 



 
 
 





WORSHIP LEADERS 

Rev. Matt Weiler, Rev. Julie Kline, Julia Librizzi     

Phil VanOrman 

Director of Music      Organist             

Jacqueline Stilger        Bernie Foulk      

Director of First Strings: Anne Sherfield 

Satellite Worship Coordinator: Pastor Thom Victor 

AV Team: Casey Curran, Bryan Heany,                

Charlie Cramer-Erbes 

Acolytes: Campbell Weiler and Penelope Librizzi 

Thank you to Barbara Toshalis for sharing Jerry 

Toshalis’ crystal singing bowl.  We remember him as 

the light and sound call us together. Thank you to 

Jim & Lois Richmond for sharing their trees as a 

backdrop for the nativity. Jim created these beautiful 

trees from found metal objects.  

INCLUSIVE LANGUAGE 

In our worship, we strive to witness to the whole-

ness of God, embracing the diversity of images of 

God that are found within Scriptures. We will seek 

to include male, female, and gender-neutral lan-

guage and imagery for God, and utilize language 

that helps to avoid binary terms in pronouns and 

images of people. In our hymns and liturgy, we in-

vite you to use pronouns that best express your prac-

tice and affirm your faith.  
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Christmas Eve Worship.  Tonight we will celebrate 

the nativity with three different worship services. All 

services include candles and singing Silent Night. 

4 pm - A service of the Christmas Story designed for 

children and families. Children will be invited to 

participate in creating the Nativity.  

7 pm - Lessons and Carols. Throughout the season of 

Advent, we have lit the candles of hope, peace, joy, 

and love. Tonight, we light the Christ candle to hon-

or that Christ is our Light. We will raise our voices to 

sing Christmas carols accompanied by brass instru-

ments, listen to the Scripture lessons of the shep-

herd’s amazement, and end our night raising our 

candles and singing “Silent Night.”  

11 pm - Lessons and Communion. In a quieter spirit 

we sing carols, listen to the beauty of the oboe, and 

come to the communion table to receive the bread of 

life and the cup of blessing. If the weather cooper-

ates, we will take our candles to our front steps and 

sing “Silent Night” as a call for peace and goodwill 

for all persons.  
 

 

 

Angel Tree update. Thank you for participat-

ing with the Salvation Army Angel Tree. Our 

church contributed 67 gifts for distribution by 

the Salvation Army.  
 

Christmas Offering. This year our Christmas 

Offering will support the following organiza-

tions: Wesley Foundation, welcoming college 

students and offering diverse programming 

and collaboration with community groups; 

Growing Hope Globally, supporting agricul-

tural programs that make a lasting impact in 

families and communities; Immigration Law 

and Justice Michigan, extending hospitality to 

low-income immigrants with legal assistance; 

and Helping Our Neighbors, extending a life-

line to individuals confronting the threat of 

homelessness or utility shut-offs.  
 

New Year’s Fest. Volunteers are needed to 

welcome visitors to our church during New 

Year’s Fest. A Signup sheet is in the Perks area 

or contact Dan. (djbunker@charter.net, 269-217

-8780) Featured events include Alan Smola 

with illusions and magic; the Otsego Jazz 

Band, and ventriloquist Richard Paul. Every-

one who volunteers will receive free admis-

sion buttons to enjoy other entertainment 

around the park. (www.NewYearsFest.com) 
 

Winter Weather Closing Policy. Every at-

tempt will be made for the church to be open 

on Sundays. Please use discretion deciding 

when to venture out. Weekday meetings may 

be  cancelled if travel is dangerous. Team and 

committee chairs are asked to contact the 

church and their team/committee if a meeting 

is cancelled. Please check Channel 3 news, our 

website, Facebook, and email for closing notic-

es. Please note the church may be open even 

when area schools are closed. 
 

Adult Sunday School Opportunities resume 

January 7. 

Family Foundations: I Guess I Haven’t Learned 

That Yet by Shauna Niequist. Using Weekly 

videos guided by the author, discussion ques-

tions, and reflections we join this journey of 

unlearning what is no longer helpful, embrac-

ing curiosity, and accepting the unknowns. 
 

The New Storyteller! 9:00 a.m. in room 304. 

This study is a deep dive into the Book of Acts 

- the writer, Luke, was a New Storyteller. 

Class will resume on January 7.  

 

 

 

 

 



We’re glad you are our guest today! 
If you are worshipping with us for the first time, 
please stop by the Welcome Center. 
 

Child care with trained and fully vaccinated staff 
is provided on the second floor for infants 
through three-year-olds. 
 

Worship activities for children can be found 
on a cart outside the said sanctuary doors. 
 

LARGE print bibles and Hymnals are available 
at the Park Street entrance. 
 

Hearing assistance devices are available at the 
Welcome Center. 
 

Today’s service is being livestreamed and 
recorded. You may request a free copy of the 
DVD from the office. Previous worship services 
may be found on our website: www.umc-kzo.org. 
You may view worship services on our YouTube 
channel: Kalamazoofirstunitedmethodistchurch 

 

Clergy & Directors 
 

Rev. Julie Kline 

     Lead Pastor 

Rev. Matt Weiler 

     Pastor of Community Formation 

Jacqueline Stilger 

     Director of Music 

Julia Librizzi 

    Director of Children and Families    
 Ministries 

Thom Victor 

     Pastor of Congregational Care 

Ruth LaMachia 

     Director of Business Administration 

UPCOMING WORSHIP 

 

Christmas Eve Worship 
4 pm Worship  

Children and Family Worship 
7 pm Worship 

Lessons and Carols 
11 pm Worship 

Lessons and Communion 
 

December 31 
10 am Worship 

First Sunday after Christmas 
Rev. Matt Weiler 
Jesus of Nazareth 

Luke 2:22-40 
Sunday, January 7 

10 am Worship 
Rev. Julie Kline 

Accepting God’s Claim Upon Us 
Mark 1:4-11 

THIS WEEK’S EVENTS 

 
 

Office Hours this week will be Tues - Thurs, 10 - 2 
 
Sunday, December 24 
10:00 am Worship - Sanctuary 
10:00 am Friendship Village Satellite Worship 
4:00 pm Christmas Eve Worship - Sanctuary 
7:00 pm Christmas Eve Worship - Sanctuary 
11:00 pm Christmas Eve Worship - Sanctuary 
 

Monday, December 25 
The church building will be closed 
 

Tuesday, December 26 
Office hours 10 am - 2 pm 
 

Wednesday, December 27 
Office hours 10 am - 2 pm 
12:00 pm Cuppa Inspiration - Facebook Live 
12:30 pm Food Pantry  
 

Thursday, December 28 
Office hours 10 am - 2 pm 
 
Friday December 29 
 
Saturday December 20 
 
Sunday, December 31 
10:00 am Worship - Sanctuary 
10:00 am Friendship Village Satellite Worship 
 
Monday, January 2 
The church building will be closed 

Winter Weather Closing Policy 
 

We share closures on WWMT, Face-

book,  our webpage, and email. 







Continues on next page 








