FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Advent: Meeting the
Transcendent Light

We would like to connect with you.
Please fill out the attendance pad and introduce yourself as you pass it to your neighbor.
You are invited in these beginning moments to use the green prayer cards found in the pews.
The cards will be collected by an usher during the opening hymn to be shared with clergy.

* Please rise in body or in spirit

PRELUDE Shepherds as They Watched by Night P. Manz

ADVENT BELLS

OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 61:1-4 Rev. Julie Kline
*OPENING HYMN #203 Hail to the Lord’s Anointed (UMH-red hymnal)
During the hymn, ushers will pass through the sanctuary collecting the green prayer cards.
WELCOME

CALL TO CONFESSION Rev. Matt Weiler
KYRIE #2275 (FWS-black hymnal)

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (praying together)

We give thanks, O God, that you are unchanging, that your concern for justice
and righteousness was so strong that you came in human form to share that
concern with us in person. We confess that all too often we hesitate to speak
or act when we see people being treated unjustly. Forgive us, O God, for the
times when we have been happy to hear the gospel without truly living it. For-
give us when our longing to live simply and with humility is defeated by self-
ish desires and for pursuing profits before seeking your will. Forgive us for
placing our hope in quests other than the Christ-child born in a poor stable.
Our hope lies in the promise of your mercy, O God. Heal, restore, and bless us,
we pray, for the sake of Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen

ASSURANCE
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REFRAIN Christ Be Our Light Words and Music by Bernadette Farrell
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Christ, be our light! Shine in our’ hearts,
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Shine through the dark - ness. Christ, be our light!
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Shine in your church gather-ered to- day.

©1993, Published by OCP Pub. All rights reserved. Used with permission OneLicense A-717536

A TIME FOR THE CHILD AND LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLES  Julia Librizzi

So we gather to light a candle, because this might be the spark we need:
Joy, here, with us.

HYMN #206 vs. 1 I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light (UMH-red hymnal)

A SHEPHERD'S ADVENTURE - A story of faith and belief for Christmas
by Jacqueline Stilger and Drew Strand

[ ad Ay 2NRSNJ 2F | LIISENFyOS

[ 2dzf G SNI.2.SAL. SN CK2YlFaz | aKSLIKS
[ Aff & LENILK2NY .., wlk OKSt > | aKSLIKS)
DNJ OS [.L.NI.K2NY....... 2AfEALYZ | KANBR KIy
al E bSEXl .Y, Il NI KFYXZ | @&2dzy3 &Kk
[ 1 YLIOSE £...2.SAL. SN al NEB
Sy T BRINISHE e, W2 a S LIK
YIERSY (Sl e, 52y1Se
t Sy St 2 LIS . AANRLI A ] ' y3St DI oNRSE
bSSfI tIFNIKFalINIiKex az2f .2 . NyAISaEs [/ 2N
aA OKI St.... E2 37 1 N = Lyy 1 SSLISNI
TSy [AYRaAGNRYS +A0G2NREF ! 0SNG | k1
bAfS blFo2NEYX | YRA FTNAPVRANEMNSYS LI KAT R
{LISOALT GKFIyla G2 /I NBf DNJ yi FyR Wk y!
YR A0SYySNE® ¢KIyla (2 Fyoe 52dafl a -
{GF3S KIFIyRaY /I NRfey [)\ NATTA FYyR . AEf
CtdziS IyR 6Sttay 9gStey azzy
.Stfa |yR -észJszSY aAOKIF St . 20AR
{ 2dzy RY SNYyAS c2dz{ FyR NEFY | Stye



{ OSyS MY { KSLKSNRI Y0 yKiSe CGAINKd@BA RSt SNRA S
{ OSYS HY ¢KSdzaKYSa DWNSIER 52 V1t & NB / F NLISY (i SN
{OSYyS oY MKBLaWHHEE A/ KNRAG DSH¥S. BNB/SNI2RI5 d
{ OSYS nY ¢B\M2 dINE/SIBK SIMRE SGKE SKSY

| S 2K2Y W2eé2dzA { KSLIKSNR®SKNXI W aBRR | NN
{OSYyS pY (! BKS A&l ylHSwI y!IaSINJ
¢tKS OKAfRNBY ¢gAff aAya gao m 27 L gl & Ay
SERMON The Liberation of Joy Rev. Julie Kline
THE LORD’S PRAYER Interpretation by Neil-Douglas Klotz

O Birther! Father- Mother of the Cosmos, focus your light within us - make it
useful. Create your reign of unity now through our fiery hearts and willing
hands. Help us love beyond our ideals and sprout acts of compassion for all
creatures. Animate the earth within us: we then feel the Wisdom underneath
supporting all. Untangle the knots within so that we can mend our hearts' sim-
ple ties to each other. Don't let surface things delude us, but free us from what
holds us back from our true purpose. Out of You, the astonishing fire, return-
ing light, and sound to the cosmos. Amen.

CALL TO OFFERING
Coins received will be designated for the support of United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR)
for their work around the world.

OFFERTORY ANTHEM  The Virgin Mary had a Baby Boy
West Indian spiritual arr. Robert DeCormier

*THE DOXOLOGY Tune: Duke Street

To God all glorious heavenly light!
To Christ revealed in earthly night.
Tod God, the Spirit now we raise

Our joyful songs of thankful praise!

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION

Loving God, born in our hearts and enfleshed in our community, be our hope
our courage and our joy. We offer our gifts with the expectation that they will
bring to the world your light. Shine your transcendent light upon us that we
may be your hands, feet, and heart for the healing of the world. In the name of
Christ and the power of your Spirit, Amen.

*OUR SHARED LIFE
*CLOSING HYMN #202 People Look East (UMH-red hymnal)

*PEACE CANDLE AND PASSING THE PEACE
As you leave this sanctuary illuminated by the transcendent light, go now and share
with all you encounter.

POSTLUDE Canzona G. Gabrieli

UMH - United Methodist Hymnal  FWS-The Faith We Sing
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Clergy & Directors

Rev. Julie Kline

Lead Pastor
Rev. Matt Weiler

Pastor of Community Formation
Jacqueline Stilger

Director of Music
Julia Librizzi

Director of Children and Families

Ministries

Thom Victor

Pastor of Congregational Care
Ruth LaMachia

Director of Business Administration
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Wednesday, December 20

8:00 am Yog&oom (All are welcome)
9:00 am Dawn Pati@érlor

12:00 pm Cuppa Inspirati@cebook Live
12:30 pm Food Pantry

3:00 pm HONZ.oom

7:00 pm Stephen Minisityapel

Thursday, December 21

9:30 am Trusteezoom

12:00 pm Advent Concert SeBsctuary
7:00 pm First Strings Reheabsaictuary
7:15 pm Chancel Sing&@koir Room

Winter Weather Closing Polic

book, our webpage, and email.
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We share closures on WWMT, Fadg-
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Hail to the Lord’s Anointed
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. Hail to theLord’sA - noint - ed, great Da-id’s great-er  Son!
He comes with suc-cor speed - y to those who suf-fer wrong;
He shall come down like show - ers up - on the fruit-ful earth;
To him shall prayer un - ceas - ing and dai-ly vows as - cend;
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Hail in the time ap - point - ed, his reign on earth be - gun!
to  help the poorand need - y, and bid the weak be strong;
love, joy, and hope,like flow - ers,spring in his path to birth.
his kingdom still in - creas - ing, a king-dom with-out end.
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He comesto break op - pres - sion, to  set the cap-tive free;
to give themsongsfor sigh - ing, their dark-nessturn to light,
Be - fore him, on the moun - tains, shall peace, the her-ald, go,

The tide of timeshall nev - er his cov-e-nant re - move;
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to take a -waytrans-gres - sion,and rule in eq-ui - ty.
whose souls, con-demned and dy - ing, are pre-cious in his sight.
and righ-teousness, in foun - tains,from hill to val-ley flow.
his name shall stand for - ev - er; that nameto us is love.
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WORDS: James Montgomery, 1821 (Ps. 72) ELLACOMBE
MUSIC: Gesangbuch der H. W. k. Hofkapelle, 1784, alt; 76.76 D

adapt. and harm. by W. H. Monk, 1868
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NEW WORLD

arr. by Ruth Elaine Schram

MUSIC: Based on Mvt. I from Symphony No. 9 by Antonin Dvotak;
Arr. © 1998 Alfred Publishing Co.

WORDS: Ancient Greek
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I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light
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1. I want to walk as a child of the light.
2. I want to see the brightness of  God.
3. 'm look-ing  for the com-ing of Christ.
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I want to fol - low Je - sus.
I want to look at Je - sus.
I want to be with Je - sus.
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God set the stars to give light to the world. The
Clear Sun of  Righteous-ness, shine on my path, and
When we have run with  pa-tience the race, we
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star  of my life is Je - sus.
show me the way to the Fa - ther.
shall know the joy of Jo = sus.
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Continues on next page




In  him there is no dark - ness at all. The
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night and the day are both - like The
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Shine in my  heart, Lord Je - sus.
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WORDS: Kathleen Thomerson, 1966 P WI-IIt(gI_II{Se'?glI;I

MUSIC: Kathleen Thomerson, 1966
© 1970, 1975 Celebration




217 Away in a Manger

[} A | |
1 [>] 1] | Il l | i
—fF—$ 5 r — ’L — ;
) l 1 & i % 3 g
1. A - way in a man - ger, crib for a bed,
2. The cat - tle are low - ing, the ba - by a - wakes,
3. Be near me,Lord Je - sus, I ask thee to stay
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the lit - tle Lord Je - sus laid down his sweet head.
but lit - tle Lord Je -sus, no cry - ing he makes;
close by me for - ev -er, and love me, I pray;
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The stars in the sky looked down where he lay,
I love thee,Lord Je - sus, look down from the sky
bless all  the dear chil - dren in thy ten - der care,
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the lit - tle Lord Je -sus, a - sleep on the hay.

and stay by my cra -dle till morn-ing  is nigh.
and fit us for heav - en to live with thee there.
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WORDS: Anon. (Lk. 2:7)

AWAY IN A MANGE
MUSIC: James R. Murray, 1887
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