
We are a Reconciling Congregation, welcoming all. 
 

First United Methodist Church of Kalamazoo invites all persons 

to join us on our journey of faith. Jesus Christ calls us to be an inclusive church that  

exemplifies the kingdom of God. We strive to move toward reconciling  

relationships with all, affirming those who are marginalized for any reason,  

including sexual orientation or gender identity.  
 

We welcome all with  open hearts, open minds, open doors. 

The Nativity of our Lord
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WORSHIP LEADERS 

Rev. Julie Kline, Rev. Matt Weiler                            

Deb Search Willoughby 

Advent Candle Lighters: The Owen-Rogers Family 

Communion Servers: Deb Search Willoughby, 

Derek and Dawn Wheaton 

Director of Music Organist                   

Jacqueline Stilger Bernie Foulk  

Oboist   Soprano soloist                  

Maria Schneider Lauren Estep 

Audio/Visual Team: Casey Curran, Bryan Heany, 

Jason Brophy, Phil VanOrman 

Greeters: John & Diane Boley, Derek & Dawn 

Wheaton, Diane & Lori Owen-Rogers 

INCLUSIVE LANGUAGE 

In our worship, we strive to witness to the whole-

ness of God, embracing the diversity of images of 

God that are found within Scriptures. We will seek 

to include male, female, and gender-neutral lan-

guage and imagery for God, and utilize language 

that helps to avoid binary terms in pronouns and 

images of people. In our hymns and liturgy, we in-

vite you to use pronouns that best express your prac-

tice and affirm your faith.  
 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Welcome. If you are visiting First United 

Methodist Church of Kalamazoo for the first 

time or are visiting us for the holidays, we bid 

you welcome!  If you are seeking a church 

home, please consider worshiping with us 

again and discovering more about the journey 

of faith offered to all by our loving and seek-

ing God. We worship on Sundays at 10:00 

a.m.  
 

Christmas Offering. Our offering this Christ-

mas will support the following organizations: 

Wesley Foundation, welcoming college stu-

dents and offering diverse programming and 

collaboration with community groups; Grow-

ing Hope Globally, supporting agricultural 

programs that make a lasting impact in fami-

lies and communities; Immigration Law and 

Justice Michigan, extending hospitality to low-

income immigrants with legal assistance; and 

Helping Our Neighbors, extending a life-line 

to individuals confronting the threat of home-

lessness or utility shut-offs.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



We’re glad you are our guest today! 
If you are worshipping with us for the first time, 
please stop by the Welcome Center. 
 

Child care with trained and fully vaccinated staff 
is provided on the second floor for infants 
through three-year-olds. 
 

Worship activities for children can be found 
on a cart outside the said sanctuary doors. 
 

LARGE print bibles and Hymnals are available 
at the Park Street entrance. 
 

Hearing assistance devices are available at the 
Welcome Center. 
 

Today’s service is being livestreamed and 
recorded. You may request a free copy of the 
DVD from the office. Previous worship services 
may be found on our website: www.umc-kzo.org. 
You may view worship services on our YouTube 
channel: Kalamazoofirstunitedmethodistchurch 

 

Clergy & Directors 
 

Rev. Julie Kline 

     Lead Pastor 

Rev. Matt Weiler 

     Pastor of Community Formation 

Jacqueline Stilger 

     Director of Music 

Julia Librizzi 

    Director of Children and Families    
 Ministries 

Thom Victor 

     Pastor of Congregational Care 

Ruth LaMachia 

     Director of Business Administration 

UPCOMING WORSHIP 

 

 

December 31, 2023 
10:00 a.m. Worship 

Rev. Matt Weiler 
Jesus of Nazareth 

Luke 2:22-40 
 

January 7, 2024 
10:00 a.m. Worship 

Rev. Julie Kline 
Accepting God’s Claim Upon Us 

Mark 1:4-11 

THIS WEEK’S EVENTS 
 
 

Office Hours this week will be Tues - Thurs, 10 - 2 
 
Sunday, December 24 
11:00 pm Christmas Eve Worship - Sanctuary 
 

Monday, December 25 
The church building will be closed 
 

Tuesday, December 26 
Office hours 10 am - 2 pm 
 

Wednesday, December 27 
Office hours 10 am - 2 pm 
12:00 pm Cuppa Inspiration - Facebook Live 
12:30 pm Food Pantry  
 

Thursday, December 28 
Office hours 10 am - 2 pm 
 
Friday December 29 
 
Saturday December 20 
 
Sunday, December 31 
10:00 am Worship - Sanctuary 
10:00 am Friendship Village Satellite Worship 
 
Monday, January 1 
The church building will be closed 

Winter Weather Closing Policy 
 

We share closures on WWMT, Face-

book,  our webpage, and email. 












