
 

UMH-United Methodist Hymnal      FWS-The Faith We Sing 

THIS WEEK’S EVENTS 

 

Sunday, December 10 
9:00 am The New Storyteller - 304 
10:00 am Worship - Sanctuary 
10:00 am Friendship Village Satellite Worship 
11:15 am Sunday School for all ages 
5:00 pm Faith Milestones, Youth Group & Manna        

caroling 
 

Monday, December 11 
12:45 pm Prayer Group 
1:00 pm Buildings & Grounds - Parlor 
4:00 pm Dreamkeepers - Parlor 
 

Tuesday, December 12 
9:30 am Worship Planning - Zoom 
12:30 pm All Staff  - Parlor 
4:15 pm First Beats  
6:30 pm Manna - Youth Center 
6:30 pm Kalamazoo Ringers Rehearsal 
 

Wednesday, December 13 
8:00 am Yoga - Zoom (All are welcome) 
9:00 am Dawn Patrol - Parlor 
12:00 pm Cuppa Inspiration - Facebook Live 
12:30 pm Food Pantry  
3:00 pm HON - Zoom 
7:00 pm  Evening Candlelight Advent Worship 
 

Thursday, December 14 
9:30 am First Stitchers - Fellowship Room 
12:00 pm Advent Concert Series - Sanctuary 
7:15 pm Chancel Singers - Choir Room 
 

 



We’re glad you are our guest today!  

If you are worshipping with us for the first 

time, please stop by the Welcome Center. 

Child care with trained and fully vaccinat-

ed staff is provided on the second floor for 

infants through three-year-olds.  

Worship activities for children can be 

found on a cart outside the side sanctuary 

doors.  

LARGE print Bibles and Hymnals are 

available at the Park Street entrance.  

Hearing assistance devices are available 

at the Welcome Center. 

Today’s service is being livestreamed 

and recorded. You can request a free 

copy of the DVD from the office. You can 

find previous worship services on our  

website: http://www.umc-kzo.org/mp3.asp. 

You may view worship services on our 

YouTube channel: YouTube.com/c/

KALAMAZOOfirstunitedmethodistchurch  

 

 

UPCOMING WORSHIP 

 
December 17 

10 am Worship 
Third Sunday of Advent 

Children’s Christmas Pageant 
Rev. Julie Kline 

The Liberation of Joy 
Thessalonians 5: 16-24 

 
December 24 

10 am Worship 
Fourth Sunday of Advent 

Rev. Matt Weiler 
Freedom Is the Air Love Breathes 

Luke 1:26-38; 1:46-55 
 

 

Clergy & Directors 
 

Rev. Julie Kline 

     Lead Pastor 

Rev. Matt Weiler 

     Pastor of Community Formation 

Jacqueline Stilger 

     Director of Music 

Julia Librizzi 

    Director of Children and Families    
 Ministries 

Thom Victor 

     Pastor of Congregational Care 

Ruth LaMachia 

     Director of Business Administration 

We are a Reconciling Congregation, welcoming all. 
 

First United Methodist Church of Kalamazoo invites all persons 

to join us on our journey of faith. Jesus Christ calls us to be an inclusive church that  

exemplifies the kingdom of God. We strive to move toward reconciling  

relationships with all, affirming those who are marginalized for any reason,  

including sexual orientation or gender identity.  
 

We welcome all with  open hearts, open minds, open doors. 

WORSHIP LEADERS 

Rev. Julie Kline,  Rev. Matt Weiler, Jonathan Town-

ley 

Director of Music      Organist             

Jacqueline Stilger        Bernie Foulk      

Satellite Worship Coordinator: Pastor Thom Victor 

Acolytes: Neela Parthasarathy, Grace Harthorn 

AV Team: Casey Curran, Bryan Heany 

Thank you to Barbara Toshalis for sharing Jerry 

Toshalis’ crystal singing bowl.  We remember him as 

the light and sound call us together. Thank you to 

Jim & Lois Richmond for sharing their trees as a 

backdrop for the nativity. Jim created these beautiful 

trees from found metal objects.  

INCLUSIVE LANGUAGE 

In our worship, we strive to witness to the whole-

ness of God, embracing the diversity of images of 

God that are found within Scriptures. We will seek 

to include male, female, and gender-neutral lan-

guage and imagery for God, and utilize language 

that helps to avoid binary terms in pronouns and 

images of people. In our hymns and liturgy, we in-

vite you to use pronouns that best express your prac-

tice and affirm your faith.  
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Adult Sunday School Opportunities.  

I Prepare My Heart for the Manger: Reflecting on 

Advent Through Poetry. (Parlor) Over two classes, 

December 3 & 10,  we’ll use poetry to reflect on ad-

vent themes such as waiting, preparing, and won-

dering. Jennifer Clark will facilitate, offering the op-

portunity for small and large group discussion. 

Through various works, including selections from 

Advent Anticipations: Poems for Meditation (which 

includes original writings by FUMC members and 

friends), we'll prepare our hearts for the manger. 
 

Family Foundations: A Sunday School class for par-

ents of young children will begin with fellowship 

and coffee in room 209. 

The New Storyteller! 9:00 a.m. in room 304. This 

study is a deep dive into the Book of Acts - the writ-

er, Luke, was a New Storyteller.  
 

Faith Milestones, Manna, & Youth Caroling.   

Today from 5 pm to 7:30 pm Faith Milestones 

(students in 3rd - 6th grade) will join the Youth 

Group and Manna for a night of caroling. Meet at 

the church and join the caravan around town.  All 

are invited! 

Please join the Kalamazoo Ringers for their  

Christmas concert here at FUMC on Dec 17th at 4:00 

pm. Freewill offering. 

Advent Labyrinth. The labyrinth will be set up 

in Wesley Hall throughout the season of Ad-

vent. You are invited to walk the labyrinth af-

ter worship on Sunday or Monday, Wednes-

day, and Thursday between the hours of 9 am-

and 4pm and Tuesdays and Fridays from 9 am

-noon. This labyrinth requires the removal of 

your shoes and can take 10-20 minutes to walk. 

There will be prayer stations set up outside the 

four corners of the labyrinth to enhance your 

time of prayer and contemplation. We encour-

age you to try this ancient prayer practice to 

quiet your mind, center yourself, and allow 

your spirit to be in prayer. Peace be with you.  
 

Advent Concert Series. Take a break in your 

day and come experience the sounds of the 

season in our beautiful sanctuary at noon on 

Thursdays. Sponsored by the Music and Arts 

Committee, you may contact Jackie, jst-

ilger@umc-kzo.org for more information. A 

free will offering will be accepted. 

December 14 - Gary & Martha Matthews, a  

musical and spiritual journey with classical 

and jazz arrangements of well-known hymns 

using piano, organ, trumpet, flute, handbells, 

and voice. 

December 21 -  Aris Chaplin,  an international 

award-winning jazz pianist and keyboardist at 

Western Michigan University.  

 

Christmas Eve Service 4 pm Prelude. Does 

your child play a musical instrument? Our mu-

sical director, Ms. Jackie, would like to invite 

all the children to begin thinking about a musi-

cal prelude for the 4 pm Christmas Eve service! 

Please email Ms. Jackie Stilger at jstilger@umc-

kzo.org if interested in participating.  
 

New Year’s Fest. Volunteers are needed to 

welcome visitors to our church during New 

Year’s Fest. A Signup sheet is in the Perks area 

or contact Dan. (djbunker@charter.net, 269-217-

8780) Featured events include Alan Smola with 

illusions and magic; the Otsego Jazz Band, and 

ventriloquist Richard Paul. Everyone who vol-

unteers will receive free admission buttons to 

enjoy other entertainment around the park. 

(www.NewYearsFest.com) 
 

Small Groups Potluck 6 pm. Donna Dunyak & 

Tammy Eaton have been our co-lay leaders 

and have led our small group ministries. We 

want to celebrate their leadership. Please join 

us Sunday 12/17  for food, fun, and gratitude. 
 

 

 

 

 

December 10, 2023; 10 am 

http://Youtube.com/c/KALAMAZOOfirstunitedmethodistchurch
http://Youtube.com/c/KALAMAZOOfirstunitedmethodistchurch


 



 

 

KYRIE #2275 

Kyrie, Kyrie eleison. Kyrie, Kyrie eleison. 
Christe, Christe eleison. Christe, Christe eleison. 
Kyrie, Kyrie eleison, Kyrie, Kyrie eleison, eleison.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 


