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We would like to connect with you.
Please fill out the attendance pad and introduce yourself as you pass it to your neighbor.
You are invited in these beginning moments to use the green prayer cards found in the pews.
The cards will be collected by an usher during the opening hymn to be shared with clergy.

PRELUDE Prelude F. Couperin

INTROIT Carillon for a Joyous Day Douglas Wagner
First Beats Children’s Ensemble

*CALL TO WORSHIP Deb Search Willoughby

One: Rejoice in the Lord always; again I say, Rejoice!

All:  God, we delight in your creation. We thank you for soft breezes, crisp
apples, and changing seasons that remind us of your presence and
provision.

One: Rejoice in the Lord always; again I say, Rejoice!

Al  God, we delight in our connectedness. We thank you for friends who

check in, for church family who lift one another up, for neighbors who
show up in the good and challenging times.

One: Rejoice in the Lord always; again I say, Rejoice!

All:  God, we delight in your peace that dwells among us. We give thanks for
neighbors who offer help in times of trouble, gentleness in the midst of
pain, and acts of kindness during seasons of struggle.

One: Let us come into God’s presence with thanksgiving and rejoicing!

All Come! Let us worship God together. Amen.

*OPENING HYMN #694 Come Ye Thankful People Come (UMH-red hymnal)
During the hymn, ushers will pass through the sanctuary collecting the green prayer cards.

WELCOME & PASSING THE PEACE Rev. Julie Kline
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LIGHTING THE PEACE CANDLE Rev. Matt Weiler
HANDBELL ANTHEM  Medley for Thanksgiving arr. Sondra K. Tucker
SCRIPTURE READING Philippians 4:4-13

This is what the Spirit is saying to the church.
Thanks be to God.

A TIME FOR THE CHILD WITHIN US ALL Julia Librizzi
HYMN #2233  This is Where Children Belong (FWS-black hymnal)
MESSAGE The Beloved is Near Rev. Julie Kline

BLESSING OF OUR NEW VISION & VALUES

Clergy: Let us collectively pray, we offer to you, O God, these things:

People: Our dreams, our plans, our vision.

Clergy: Shape them as you will.

People: Our moments and our gifts.

Clergy: May they be invested toward bright, eternal ends.

People: Richly bless the work before us, O God.

Clergy: Shepherd us well

People: lest we grow enamored of our own accomplishment or
entrenched in old habit.

Clergy: Let us listen for your voice, our hearts ever open to the quiet beckoning of
your Spirit in this endeavor.

People: Let us in true humility and poverty of spirit remain ever ready to move
at the impulse of your love in paths of your design.

Clergy: May our acts of service and creation, frail and wanting as they are, be met and
multiplied by the mysterious workings of your Spirit who weaves all things
together toward a redemption more good and glorious than we yet have eyes
to see, or courage to hope for.

People: May our love and our labors now echo your love and your laborers,

O Lord.

Clergy: Let all that we do here, in these our brief lives, in this our brief moment to
love, in this the work you have ordained for this community, flower in winsome
and beautiful foretaste of greater glories yet to come.

People: O Spirit of God, now shape our hearts. O Spirit of God, now guide our

hands. O Spirit of God, now build your kingdom among us. Amen.

Clergy: Our Vision Statement

People: Kalamazoo First United Methodist Church is called to be a Christ-
centered community where our stories are woven with God’s story.

Clergy: Our Core Values are

People: Love: God is Love and all creation is made in love, by love, for love.
Community: Sacred relationship with God and one another.
Inclusion: All identities belong and are loved in Christ.
Justice: Restoration of equity and wholeness.



MUSICAL RESPONSE #2226 Bind Us Together (FWS-black hymnal)
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our God/Father/Mother, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

CALL TO OFFERING

OFFERTORY ANTHEM  Sing to the Lord of Harvest Healy Willan
Sing to the Lord of harvest, sing songs of love and praise; with joyful hearts and voices your alleluias
raise. By him the rolling seasons in fruitful order move; sing to the Lord of harvest a joyous song of
love. God makes the clouds rain goodness, the deserts bloom and spring, the hills leap up in gladness,
the valleys laugh and sing. God fills them with his fullness, all things with large increase; he crowns the
year with blessing, with plenty and with peace. Bring to this sacred altar the gifts his goodness gave,
the golden sheaves of harvest, the souls Christ died to save. Your hearts lay down before him when at
his feet you fall, and with your lives adore him who gave his life for all.

*THE DOXOLOGY #2036 Give Thanks (FWS-black hymnal)
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*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (praying together)

Lord of peace and serenity, receive the gifts we bring this day as we present

them in thankfulness and joy. We bring ourselves as our offering, that in living

lives of love, community, inclusion, and justice, we might please you and be

worthy of your never-failing love and presence with us. Grateful that Christ

and the Holy Spirit might dwell in us, we pray in Jesus' holy name. Amen.

OUR SHARED LIFE

*CLOSING HYMN #102 Now Thank We All Our God (UMH-red hymnal)

BLESSING

SUNG BLESSING

POSTLUDE My Soul, Now Praise Thy Maker D. Buxtehude
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UPCOMING WORSHIP
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Clergy & Directors

Rev. Julie Kline

Lead Pastor
Rev. Matt Weiler

Pastor of Community Formation
Jacqueline Stilger

Director of Music
Julia Librizzi

Director of Children and Families

Ministries

Thom Victor

Pastor of Congregational Care
Ruth LaMachia

Director of Business Administration

First United

Methodi

Church of Kalamazoo

OUR MISSION

We are called to
Experience God'’s love
Celebrate God’s love
Share God's love

OUR VISION

Kalamazoo First United
Methodist Church is called to

be a Christ-centered community
where our stories are woven with
God'’s story.

OUR VALUES
Love: God is Love and all

.. . LI
creation is made in love,
by love, for love.
o . . 2
Community: Sacred relationship S”

with God and one another.
Inclusion: All identities belong
and are loved in Christ.
Justice: Restoration of equity
and wholeness.

THI' S WEEKOS EVE

Sunday, November 19

9:00 a.m. The New Storytet

10:00 a.m. Worshfanctuary

10:00 a.m. Friendship Village Satellite Worshi
11:15 a.m. Sunday School for all ages

11:15 a.m. Confirmation G385

6:00 p.m. Small Groufsound the church

6:00 p.m. Retired Clergy GrBafor

6:00 p.m. Youth Gredputh Center

Monday, November 20

12:45 pm Prayer Group

5:00 p.m. Finance Teailnom

6:30 p.m. KCC RehearSainctuary

Tuesday, November 21

9:30 a.m. Worship Planyitapm
12:30 p.m. Clergy/Direct8éd

6:00 p.m. KR Reheas¥dksley Hall
6:30 p.m. Mann¥outh Center

Wednesday, November 22

8:00 a.m. YogZoom (All are welcome)
9:00 a.m. Dawn Patfdrlor

12:00 p.m. Cuppa Inspirai@eebook Live
12:30 p.m. Food Pantry

3:00 p.m. HONBD

Thursday, November 23
Happy Thanksgiving
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694 Come, Ye Thankful People, Come
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WORDS: Henry Alford, 1844, alt. (Mk. 4:26-29; Mt. 13:36-43) ST. GEORGE’S WINDSOR

MUSIC: George ]. Elvey, 1858
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2233 Where Children Belong
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This, this is where chil-dren be-long, wel-comed as part of the

&
ANV
oJ
wor - ship - ing throng. Wa - ter, God’s Word, bread and
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cup, prayer, and song: This is where chil-dren be - long.
WORDS: James Ritchie RITCHIE
MUSIC: James Ritchie Irregular

© 1999 Abingdon Press, admin. by The Copyright Co.
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2226 - Bind Us Together
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Bind us to-geth-er, Lord, bind us to-geth-er with cords that
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bindus to- geth-er, Lord, bind us to-geth-er in love.
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There is on-ly one God, there is on-ly one King;
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There is on-ly one bod-y, that is why we sing.__
WORDS: Bob Gillman (Col. 3:14) BIND US TOGETHER
MUSIC: Bob Gillman Irregular

© 1977 Kingsway’s Thank You Music






