
We are a Reconciling Congregation, welcoming all. 
 

First United Methodist Church of Kalamazoo invites all persons 

to join us on our journey of faith. Jesus Christ calls us to be an inclusive church that  

exemplifies the kingdom of God. We strive to move toward reconciling  

relationships with all, affirming those who are marginalized for any reason,  

including sexual orientation or gender identity.  
 

We welcome all with  open hearts, open minds, open doors. 

December 3 2023; 10 am 







WORSHIP LEADERS 

Rev. Julie Kline,  Rev. Matt Weiler, Julia Librizzi 

Christine Charles 

Director of Music      Organist             

Jacqueline Stilger        Bernie Foulk      

Satellite Worship Coordinator: Pastor Thom Victor 

Acolytes: Max Newman and Kaden Seals 

AV Team: Casey Curran, Bryan Heany 

INCLUSIVE LANGUAGE 

In our worship, we strive to witness to the whole-

ness of God, embracing the diversity of images of 

God that are found within Scriptures. We will seek 

to include male, female, and gender-neutral lan-

guage and imagery for God, and utilize language 

that helps to avoid binary terms in pronouns and 

images of people. In our hymns and liturgy, we in-

vite you to use pronouns that best express your prac-

tice and affirm your faith.  
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Adult Sunday School Opportunities.  

I Prepare My Heart for the Manger: Reflecting on 

Advent Through Poetry. (Parlor) Over two classes, 

December 3 & 10,  we’ll use poetry to reflect on ad-

vent themes such as waiting, preparing, and won-

dering. Jennifer Clark will facilitate, offering the op-

portunity for small and large group discussion. 

Through various works, including selections from 

Advent Anticipations: Poems for Meditation (which 

includes original writings by FUMC members and 

friends), we'll prepare our hearts for the manger. 
 

Family Foundations: A Sunday School class for par-

ents of young children will begin with fellowship 

and coffee in room 209. 
 

The New Storyteller! 9:00 a.m. in room 304. This 

study is a deep dive into the Book of Acts - the writ-

er, Luke, was a New Storyteller.  
 

Advent Labyrinth. The labyrinth will be set up in 

Wesley Hall throughout the season of Advent. You 

are invited to walk the labyrinth after worship on 

Sunday or Monday, Wednesday, and Thursday be-

tween the hours of 9 am-and 4pm and Tuesdays and 

Fridays from 9 am-noon. This labyrinth requires the 

removal of your shoes and can take 10-20 minutes to 

walk. There will be prayer stations set up outside the 

four corners of the labyrinth to enhance your time of 

prayer and contemplation. We encourage you to try 

this ancient prayer practice to quiet your mind, cen-

ter yourself, and allow your spirit to be in prayer. 

Peace be with you.  

 

December 5 Church Conference. Kalamazoo 

District Superintendent Rev. Dwayne Bagley 

will preside over the church’s annual business 

church conference on Tuesday, December 5 at 

7:30 pm in the sanctuary. Please plan to attend 

this important annual meeting and learn of all 

the ways our church has been, and continues 

to in ministry.  
 

Advent Concert Series. Take a break in your 

day and come experience the sounds of the 

season in our beautiful sanctuary at noon on 

Thursdays. Sponsored by the Music and Arts 

Committee, you may contact Jackie, jst-

ilger@umc-kzo.org for more information. A 

free will offering will be accepted. 

December 7 - Selkie, a trio of Celtic musicians 

playing traditional and original music with 

flute, fiddle, bouzouki, banjo, guitar, accordi-

on, harp, and voice.  

December 14 - Gary & Martha Matthews, a  

musical and spiritual journey with classical 

and jazz arrangements of well-known hymns 

using piano, organ, trumpet, flute, handbells, 

and voice. 

December 21 -  Aris Chaplin,  an international 

award-winning jazz pianist and keyboardist 

at Western Michigan University.  

 

Christmas Eve Service 4 pm Prelude. Does 

your child play a musical instrument? Our 

musical director, Ms. Jackie, would like to in-

vite all the children to begin thinking about a 

musical prelude for the 4 pm Christmas Eve 

service! Please email Ms. Jackie Stilger at jst-

ilger@umc-kzo.org if interested in participat-

ing.  
 

New Year’s Fest. Volunteers are needed to 

welcome visitors to our church during New 

Year’s Fest. A Signup sheet is in the Perks area 

or contact Dan. (djbunker@charter.net, 269-217

-8780) Featured events include Alan Smola 

with illusions and magic; the Otsego Jazz 

Band, and Ventriloquist Richard Paul. Every-

one who volunteers will receive free admis-

sion buttons to enjoy other entertainment 

around the park. (www.NewYearsFest.com) 
 

Faith Milestones, Manna, & Youth Caroling.  

December 10, from 5 pm to 8 pm Faith Mile-

stones (students in 3rd - 6th grade) will join 

the Youth Group and Manna for a night of 

caroling. Meet at the church and join the cara-

van around town.  
 

Kalamazoo Community Chorale Christmas 

Concert here today at 3 pm. All are welcome! 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We’re glad you are our guest today! 
If you are worshipping with us for the first time, please 
stop by the Welcome Center. 
 

Child care with trained and fully vaccinated staff is pro-
vided on the second floor for infants through three-year
-olds. 
 

Worship activities for children can be found on a cart 
outside the said sanctuary doors. 
 

LARGE print bibles and Hymnals are available at the 
Park Street entrance. 
 

Hearing assistance devices are available at the Wel-
come Center. 
 

Today’s service is being livestreamed and recorded. 
You may request a free copy of the DVD from the office. 
Previous worship services may be found on our web-
site: www.umc-kzo.org. You may view worship services 
on our YouTube channel: Kalamazoofirstunitedmeth-
odistchurch 

 

Clergy & Directors 
 

Rev. Julie Kline 

     Lead Pastor 

Rev. Matt Weiler 

     Pastor of Community Formation 

Jacqueline Stilger 

     Director of Music 

Julia Librizzi 

    Director of Children and Families    
 Ministries 

Thom Victor 

     Pastor of Congregational Care 

Ruth LaMachia 

     Director of Business Administration 

 
UPCOMING WORSHIP 

 

December 10 
10:00 a.m. Worship 

Second Sunday of Advent 
Rev. Matt Weiler 

What is So Good About This News? 
Isaiah 40:1-11, Mark 1:1-8 

1 Thess. 2:9-13 
 

December 17 
10 am Worship 

Third Sunday of Advent: Joy 
Rev. Julie Kline 

The Liberation of Joy 
Isaiah 60:1-4, 8-11; 

1 Thess. 5:16-24 

THIS WEEK’S EVENTS 

 

Sunday, December 3 
9:00 a.m. The New Storyteller - 304 
10:00 a.m. Worship - Sanctuary & Friendship Village 
11:15 a.m. Sunday School for all ages 
3:00 p.m. Kalamazoo Community Chorale Concert - 

Sanctuary 
6:00 p.m. Youth Group - Youth Center 
6:00 p.m. Small Groups at church 
 

Monday, December 4 
12:45 pm Prayer Group 
 

Tuesday, December 5 
9:30 a.m. Worship Planning - Zoom 
12:30 p.m. Clergy/Directors Meeting 
4:15 p.m. First Beats  
6:30 p.m. Manna - Youth Center 
6:30 p.m. SPRC - Parlor 
7:30 p.m. Church Conference - Sanctuary 
 

Wednesday, December 6 
8:00 a.m. Yoga - Zoom (All are welcome) 
9:00 a.m. Dawn Patrol - Parlor 
12:00 p.m. Cuppa Inspiration - Facebook Live 
12:30 p.m. Food Pantry  
1:30 p.m. OLLI Curriculum Committee - Fell. Rm. 
3:00 p.m. HON - TBD 
6:30 p.m. Reconciling Ministries Team - Parlor 
 

Thursday, December 7 
9:30 a.m. First Stitchers - Fellowship Room 
12:00 p.m. Advent Concert Series - Sanctuary 
4:00 p.m. Leadership Team - Zoom 
6:00 p.m. Handbell Ensemble - Wesley Hall 
7:15 p.m. Chancel Singers - Choir Room 

Winter Weather Closing Policy 
 

We share closures on WWMT, Face-

book,  our webpage, and email. 







Continues on next page 








