
We are a Reconciling Congregation, welcoming all. 
 

First United Methodist Church of Kalamazoo invites all persons 

to join us on our journey of faith. Jesus Christ calls us to be an inclusive church that  

exemplifies the kingdom of God. We strive to move toward reconciling  

relationships with all, affirming those who are marginalized for any reason,  

including sexual orientation or gender identity.  
 

We welcome all with  open hearts, open minds, open doors. 

(269) 381-6340  †  www.umc-kzo.org 

October 22, 2023 

10:00 a.m. 







WORSHIP LEADERS 

Rev. Julie Kline, Rev. Matt Weiler, Julia Librizzi, 

Danette Johnson, Deb Search Willoughby 

Director of Music      Organist               

Jacqueline Stilger        Bernie Foulk     

Satellite Worship Coordinator: Pastor Thom Victor 

Acolytes: Lilly Nolan and Grace Harthorn 

AV Team: Casey Curran, Bryan Heany, Drew Eaton, 

Max Miller 

INCLUSIVE LANGUAGE 
In our worship, we strive to witness to the whole-

ness of God, embracing the diversity of images of 

God that are found within Scriptures. We will seek 

to include male, female, and gender-neutral lan-

guage and imagery for God, and utilize language 

that helps to avoid binary terms in pronouns and 

images of people. In our hymns and liturgy, we in-

vite you to use pronouns that best express your prac-

tice and affirm your faith.  
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Adult Sunday School Opportunities.  

Revival: The class will be led by John Clark in the 

Fellowship Room. 

Family Foundations: A Sunday School class for par-

ents of young children will begin with fellowship 

and coffee in room 209 
 

KUDOS. Our church is supporting the Kalamazoo 

United Day of Service (KUDOS) on Friday, October 

27 from 8:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. (lunch provided!). 

Here’s your chance to help people who don’t have 

the means to weatherize or otherwise improve their 

homes in ways that would make a huge difference. 

We encourage volunteers to engage with the resi-

dents as much as possible with questions and con-

versation. Please contact Dan Duncan 

(danduncan56@gmail.com or 616-502-5092) if you’d 

like to be part of our team this year.  
 

Membership Class. In worship we refer to prayers, 

presence, gifts, service, and witness as vows we take. 

We also profess to accept the freedom and power 

given by God to resist evil, injustice, and oppression 

in whatever forms they present themselves. If you 

would like to explore the commitment and joy of 

membership in The United Methodist Church, 

please contact Pastor Julie, jkline@umc-kzo.org.  
 

October Mission of the Month. Salvation Army 

Share the Warmth coat drive. New or gently worn 

coats, especially in youth sizes are needed. You may 

place items for donating in the cardboard box desig-

nated for Share the Warmth that is near the Welcome 

Desk.  
 

 

October Children and Families Ministries 

Fun. All are invited to join us for Fall Fun, Fel-

lowship and Hayrides! Please join us Sunday, 

Oct. 29, from 3-5 p.m. for harvest fun at the 

Lindstrom's home in Gobles, 39110 28th Ave, 

49055. Pumpkins and carving tools will be 

provided, please bring a beverage or snack to 

share! Please sign up with Julia by Tuesday, 

Oct. 24 and let her know how many pumpkins 

your family would like to carve, jlibrizzi@umc

-kzo.org. 
 

All Saints Sunday November 5. Our tradition 

each year is to remember and honor our fami-

ly members who have died in the past twelve-

months. If there was a death in your family 

since last year please contact the church office 

at (269)381-6340 or email kalama-

zoofumc@umc-kzo.org. Please include a photo 

of your loved one for the worship video. The 

last day to receive names and photos is No-

vember 1.  
 

Music at First United Methodist Church. A 

broad array of musical ensembles  share their 

love of music with this congregation. Music 

ministry happens in the church with the full 

participation of its congregants in the pews, 

choirs in the chancel, ringers at the tables, and 

instrument at a music stand. Whether vocalist 

or instrumentalist, please contact Music Direc-

tor, Jacqueline Stilger jstilger@umc-kzo.org, 

for more information about any of the music 

ensembles. Let us make a joyful noise unto the 

Lord! 
 

Something New! Pastor Matt will be teaching 

a Bible Study BEFORE worship from 9 a.m.-

9:50 a.m. in the Parlor beginning October 29, 

continuing through December 17. The New 

Storyteller: A Bible Study in the Book of Acts. 

Pastor Matt will be leading a Bible Study in 

the Book of Acts, 9 a.m.-9:50 a.m. on Sunday 

mornings beginning October 29th. This study 

will be a deep dive into the Book of Acts as we 

listen to a narrative essential to Christian iden-

tity – a narrative and identity formed by the 

Holy Spirit, calling the church to be a voice 

alternative to nationalism, racism, domina-

tion. The writer, Luke, was a New Storyteller. 

As the church reads this book we are called to 

be New Storytellers within an ancient history.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We’re glad you are our guest today! 
If you are worshipping with us for the first time, please 
stop by the Welcome Center. 
 

Child care with trained and fully vaccinated staff is pro-
vided on the second floor for infants through three-year
-olds. 
 

Worship activities for children can be found on a cart 
outside the said sanctuary doors. 
 

LARGE print bibles and Hymnals are available at the 
Park Street entrance. 
 

Hearing assistance devices are available at the Wel-
come Center. 
 

Today’s service is being livestreamed and recorded. 
You may request a free copy of the DVD from the office. 
Previous worship services may be found on our web-
site: www.umc-kzo.org. You may view worship services 
on our YouTube channel: Kalamazoofirstunitedmeth-
odistchurch 

 

Clergy & Directors 
 

Rev. Julie Kline 

     Lead Pastor 

Rev. Matt Weiler 

     Pastor of Community Formation 

Jacqueline Stilger 

     Director of Music 

Julia Librizzi 

    Director of Children and Families    
 Ministries 

Thom Victor 

     Pastor of Congregational Care 

Ruth LaMachia 

     Director of Business Administration 

 
UPCOMING WORSHIP 

 
October 29 

10:00 a.m. Worship 
Rev. Julie Kline 

Braiding Our Story 
Sacred and Generous Work 
Psalm 1, Matthew 22:34-46 

 
November 5 

10:00 a.m. Worship 
All Saints Sunday 

Rev. Julie Kline 
Sanctify Us 

Ps. 107:1-7, 33-37;  
1 Thess. 2:9-13 

THIS WEEK’S EVENTS 

 

Sunday, October 22 
10:00 a.m. Worship - Sanctuary 
10:00 a.m. Friendship Village Satellite Worship 
11:15 a.m. Sunday School for all ages 
2:00 p.m. Manna - Apple Orchard 
6:00 p.m. Youth Group - Youth Center 
 

Monday, October 23 
12:45 pm Prayer Group 
 

Tuesday, October 24 
9:00 a.m. Worship Planning - Zoom 
9:45 a.m. Book Club - Chapel 
12:30 p.m. Facilities Team - Parlor 
4:15 p.m. First Beats - Choir Room 
6:00 p.m. KR Rehearsal - Wesley Hall 
6:30 pm Church Council - Parlor/Zoom 
6:30 p.m. Manna - Youth Center 
 

Wednesday, October 25 
8:00 a.m. Yoga - Zoom (All are welcome) 
9:00 a.m. Dawn Patrol - Parlor 
12:00 p.m. Cuppa Inspiration - Facebook Live 
12:30 p.m. Food Pantry  
3:00 p.m. HON - TBD 
 

Thursday, October 26 
9:30 a.m. First Stitchers - Fellowship Room 
4:00 p.m. Outreach Team - Parlor 
6:00 p.m. Handbell Choir Rehearsal - Wesley Hall 
7:00 p.m. Generosity Team - Zoom 
7:15 p.m. Chancel Singers - Choir Room 
 

Friday, October 27 
 

Saturday, October 28 
 

Sunday, October 29 
9:00 a.m. The New Storyteller - Parlor 
10:00 a.m. Sunday Worship - Sanctuary 
10:00 a.m. Friendship Village Satellite Worship 
11:15 a.m. Sunday School for all ages 
3:00 p.m. Family Fun Harvest Party - Gobles 
6:00 p.m. Grief Group - Chapel 
6:00 p.m. Youth Group - Pastor Matt’s Home 








