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Values | Generosity , Mission‘ Vision

We are a Reconciling Congregation, welcoming all.

First United Methodist Church of Kalamazoo invites all persons
to join us on our journey of faith. Jesus Christ calls us to be an inclusive church that
exemplifies the kingdom of God. We strive to move toward reconciling
relationships with all, affirming those who are marginalized for any reason,
including sexual orientation or gender identity.

We welcome all with open hearts, open minds, open doors.




We would like to connect with you.
Please fill out the attendance pad and introduce yourself as you pass it to your neighbor.
You are invited in these beginning moments to use the green prayer cards found in the pews.
The cards will be collected by an usher during the opening hymn and shared with clergy

* Please rise in body or in spirit

PRELUDE Prelude on the tune “Duke Street” arr. by Bradley Sowash
*CALL TO WORSHIP (reading responsively) Nancy Hyde

One: Holy three in one and one in three, maker of heaven and earth,
in Jesus you emptied yourself for the sake of love for the world.

All:  in gratitude we come this day to worship.

One: Holy One, in Christ Jesus you have made yourself known
and you know us completely.

All: We come to worship today because we desire to know you more
as we are fully known.

One: Holy One, in Christ Jesus you demonstrated the immeasurable greatness of
your love and your power; a love and power which exceed anything we could
ever accomplish on our own.

All:  In our worship give us the grace to empty ourselves for one another, to
touch the love and power you offer us, and the faith to know you will fill
us with all we ever need.

*OPENING HYMN #157  Jesus Shall Reign (UMH-red hymnal)
During the hymn, ushers will pass through the sanctuary collecting prayer cards.

WELCOME Rev. Matt Weiler

*SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST

LIGHTING THE PEACE CANDLE Rev. Julie Kline
SOLO RESPONSE Never Alone Kirk Franklin and Victoria Kelly
SCRIPTURE READING Philippians 3:4b-14 Kathy Braginton

This is what the Spirit is saying to the church.
Thanks be to God.

A TIME FOR THE CHILD WITHIN US ALL Julia Librizzi

HYMN #2233 This is Where Children Belong (FWS-black hymnal)
MESSAGE Generous Like Jesus Rev. Matt Weiler
*HYMN #356  When We Are Living (UMH-red hymnal)

A soloist will sing the 1st verse. Please rise and join in singing remaining verses.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER Rev. Julie Kline



PRAYER RESPONSE

Lyrics by Jennifer Clark

‘Round the River’s Bend

Music by Jacqueline Stilger
Tune name: ACADEMY
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Take our hands and let us flow a - long.
as we stream in - to the great Di-vine.

sto - ry, friend.
long with you

GENEROSITY CAMPAIGN - Aligning our generosity to our vision. Jack Hopkins
Coins received will be designated for the support of United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR)
for their work around the world.

OFFERTORY ANTHEM Kind and Generous Natalie Merchant

OUR SHARED LIFE AND CHANGE THE WORLD OFFERING

*CLOSING HYMN #2175 Together We Serve (FWS-black hymnal)

SENDING

Leader: Look at your hands.

All: God made them for a purpose.
Leader: See the touch and usefulness.

All: We shall use them to do God's work.
Leader: Look at your feet.

All: God made them for a purpose.
Leader: See the direction and example.

All: We shall use them to do God's work.
Leader: Look into your heart.

All: God made it for a purpose.

Leader: See the love and determination.
All: We shall use it to do God's work.
Leader: Look at the cross.

All: God made it for a purpose.

Leader: See God's Son, the Savior.

All: We shall follow him in God's work.
Leader: Look at your world.

All: God made it for a purpose,

Leader: See where God calls you to serve him.
All: We shall go out and do God's work.
Leader: May the God who loves you endlessly lead you from belief into action.
Al Amen.



WORSHIP LEADERS

Rev. Matt Weiler, Rev. Julie Kline, Julia Librizzi,
Nancy Hyde, Kathy Braginton, Jack Hopkins,
Vickie Winfield
Director of Music
Jacqueline Stilger

Organist
Bernie Foulk
Soloist
Grace Erway

Percussion
Jude Fleishmann

Satellite Worship Coordinator: Pastor Thom Victor
Acolytes: Michael and Zachary Bovid

AV Team: Casey Curran, Bryan Heany, Drew Eaton,
Max Miller

INCLUSIVE LANGUAGE

In our worship, we strive to witness to the whole-
ness of God, embracing the diversity of images of
God that are found within Scriptures. We will seek
to include male, female, and gender-neutral lan-
guage and imagery for God, and utilize language
that helps to avoid binary terms in pronouns and

images of people. In our hymns and liturgy, we in-
vite you to use pronouns that best express your prac-
tice and affirm your faith.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Adult Sunday School Opportunities.

Bible Basics: The class will be led by Tammy Eaton
and meet in the church parlor.

Revival: The class will be led by John Clark in the
Fellowship Room.

Family Foundations: A Sunday School class for par-
ents of young children will begin with fellowship
and coffee in room 209, next to the arches on the 2nd
floor.

Save the date. FUMC Visioning Workshop, Saturday
Oct 21, 9 am.-4 p.m. This Fall our church will be
spending time working on our Vision/Mission as we
define who we are as First United Methodist Church
of Kalamazoo in 2023. This church-led work will in-

clude weeks of pre-work culminating in a Visioning
Workshop. Please reserve Saturday, October 21 in
your calendar and join this important work!

Growing Community Garden Fall Harvest Celebra-
tion! Mark your calendars and come out to Sunny-
side UMC on Gull Rd! The annual community gar-
den celebration will take place on Sunday, October 8.
We'll meet at 3 p.m. for garden harvesting and fami-
ly fun activities, concluding with a community din-
ner at 5:30. Bring a dish to pass and a chair. Beverag-
es, plates, and utensils will be provided.

UMH - United Methodist Hymnal
FWS-The Faith We Sing

KUDOS. Our church is supporting the Kala-
mazoo United Day of Service (KUDOS) on
Friday, October 27 from 8:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
(lunch provided!). Here’s your chance to help
people who don’t have the means to weather-
ize or otherwise improve their homes in ways
that would make a huge difference. We en-
courage volunteers to engage with the resi-
dents as much as possible with questions and
conversation. Please contact Dan Duncan
(danduncan56@gmail.com or 616-502-5092) if
you'd like to be part of our team this year.

Small groups next week! Activities have re-
sumed on the first and third Sundays of each
month. We meet at 6 p.m. joining in a short
time of sharing and a potluck meal prior to
moving into our chosen small groups. The
small groups offered will be board/card
games, yoga with Julie, finishing prayer quilts
or bring your own project to work on. These
small groups have been a great way to spend
time together and build relationships. Join in
the fun and fellowship!

Membership Class. In worship we refer to
prayers, presence, gifts, service, and witness
as vows we take. We also profess to accept the
freedom and power given by God to resist
evil, injustice, and oppression in whatever
forms they present themselves. If you would
like to explore the commitment and joy of
membership in The United Methodist Church,

please contact Pastor Julie, jkline@umc-
kzo.org.

Music at First United Methodist Church. A
broad array of musical ensembles share their
love of music with this congregation. Music
ministry happens in the church with the full
participation of its congregants in the pews,
choirs in the chancel, ringers at the tables, and
instrument at a music stand. Whether vocalist
or instrumentalist, please contact Music Direc-
tor, Jacqueline Stilger, jstilger@umc-kzo.org
for more information about any of the music
ensembles. Let us make a joyful noise unto the
Lord!

Lectio. Lectio is a space of contempla-
tive prayer and fellowship for young adults.
We meet on Wednesday evenings from 6:30-
8:00 p.m. in the youth center. We will be prac-
ticing Lectio Divina, imaginative prayer, and
other prayer practices based in imagination
and meditation. Led by Jonathan Townley,
our Youth & Young Adult Resident.



UPCOMING WORSHIP
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Clergy & Directors

Rev. Julie Kline

Lead Pastor
Rev. Matt Weiler

Pastor of Community Formation
Jacqueline Stilger

Director of Music
Julia Librizzi

Director of Children and Families

Ministries

Thom Victor

Pastor of Congregational Care
Ruth LaMachia

Director of Business Administration

First United

Methodi

Church of Kalamazoo

OUR MISSION

We are called to
Experience God’s love
Celebrate God’s love
Share God’s love

OUR VISION

We are a Faith Community
Alive in Christ

Open to all

Growing in faith

Serving our neighbors
Active in the world
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THI'S WEEKO®OS EVE
Sunday, October 8 I
10:00 a.m. Worshfpanctuary 'S

10:00 a.m. Friendship Village Satellite Worship
11:15 a.m. Sunday School for all ages

6:00 p.m. Youth Greiputh Center

6:00 p.m. Grief Gre@Ghapel

Monday, October 9
12:45 pm Prayer Group

Tuesday, October 10

9:30 a.m. Worship Planytapm
9:45 a.m. Book Ch@hapel

12:30 p.m. All Staff Meetiaylor
4:15 p.m. First Bea@hoir Room
6:00 p.m. KR Reheas¥dksley Hall
6:30 p.m. Mann¥outh Center

Wednesday, October 11

8:00 a.m. YogZoom (All are welcome)
9:00 a.m. Dawn Patfdrlor

12:00 p.m. Cuppa Inspirati@eebook Live
12:30 p.m. Food Pantry

3:00 p.m. HONBD

6:30 p.m. Lecti¥outh Center

Thursday, October 12

9:30 a.m. First Stitchétsllowship Room
6:00 p.m. Handbell Choir Rehe¥lvesley Hall
7:15 p.m. Chancel Sing@isoir Room

Friday, October 13

Saturday, October 14
10:00 a.m. Memorial Visitation (Jerry Toshalis)
11:00 a.m. Memorial Service

Sunday, October 15

10:00 a.m. Sunday WorsBgnctuary

10:00 a.m. Friendship Village Satellite Worship
11:00 a.m. Sunday School for all ages

6:00 p.m. Small Groups at church

6:00 p.m. Youth Grelfjputh Center
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1. Je - sus shall reign wher - e’er the sun  does its suc -
2. To Je- sus end-less prayer be made, and end-less
3. Peo-ple and realms of ev - ery tongue dwell on his
4.Bless-ings a - bound wher - e’er he reigns;  all pris-oners
5. Let ev-ery crea-ture rise and bring hon-ors pe -
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ces - sive jour — neys run; his king-dom spread from
prais - es crown his  head; his namelike sweet  per -
love with sweet - est song; and in- fant voic - es
leap and loose  their chains; the wea-ry find e —
cu - liar to our King; an- gels de- scend with
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shore to shore, till moons shall wax and wane no more.
fume shall riss  with ev-ery morn - ing sac-ri - fice.
shall pro - claim their ear-ly bless - ings on his name.
ter - nal rest, and all who suf - fer wantare blest.
songs a - gain, and earth re - peat the loud a - men!
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WORDS: Isaac Watts, 1719 (Ps. 72) DUKE STREET
MUSIC: John Hatton, 1793 LM



2233 Where Children Belong
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This, this is where chil-dren be-long, wel-comed as part of the
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cup, prayer, and song: This is where chil-dren be - long.
WORDS: James Ritchie RITCHIE
MUSIC: James Ritchie Irregular

© 1999 Abingdon Press, admin. by The Copyright Co.



356 Pues Si Vivimos

, When We Are Livin
Unisono (Unison) ( 8)
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1. Puessi vi - vi - mos, para El vi -vi - mos
2. En es-ta vi - da, fru-toshe - mos de dar.
1. Whenweare liv - ing, it is in ChristJe - sus,
2.Through allour liv - ing, we our fruits must give.
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y si mo-ri - mos para E mo-ri - mos.
Las o - bras bue - nas son pa-ra o - fren-dar.
and when we’re dy - ing, it is in  the Lord.
Good works of ser - vice are for of - fer- ing.
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Seaque vi - va - mos O que mu -ra - mos,
Ya sea que de - mos oquere-ci - ba - mos,
Bothin our liv - ing and in our dy - ing,
When we are  giv - ing, or whenre - ceiv - ing,
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WORDS: St. 1 anon., trans. by Elise S. Eslinger, 1983; sts. 2,3,4 SOMOS DEL SENOR
Roberto Escamilla, 1983, trans. by George Lockwood, 1987 (Rom. 14:8) Irr.

MUSIC: Trad. Spanish melody; harm. from Celebremos, 1983
Trans. © 1989 The United Methodist Publishing House



Estribillo (Refrain)

last time to Coda

so-mos del  Se - fior,

webelong to God,

so-mos del Se - iior.

we bedong to  God.
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So-mosdel  Se - iior, so-mos del Se - fior.
Webelong to God, we be-long to  God.
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En la tristeza y en el dolor,

en la belleza y en el amor,

sea que suframos o que gocemos,
Estribillo

. En este mundo, hemos de encontrar

gente que llora y sin consolar.
Sea que ayudemos o que_alimentemos,
Estribillo

3.

’Mid times of sorrow and in times of pain,
when sensing beauty or in love’s embrace,
whether we suffer, or sing rejoicing,
Refrain

Across this wide world, we shall always find
those who are crying with no peace of mind,
but when we help them, or when we feed them,
Refrain




Together We Serve
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1. To - geth-er we serve, u - nit-ed by love, in
2. We seek to be - come a bea-con of hope, a
3. We wel-come the scarred, the wealth-y, the poor, the
4. To - geth-er, by grace, we wit-ness and work, re
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vit - ing God’s world to the glo - ri - ous feast. We
lamp for the heart and a light for the feet. We
bus - y, the lone -ly, and all who need care. We
mem - ber - ing Je - sus, in whom we grow strong. To
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work and we pray through sor - row and joy, ex
learn, year by year, to let love shine through un
of - fer a home to those who will come, our
geth - er we  serve in Spir - it and truth, (=
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tend - ing your love to the last and the least.
til we see Christ in each per - son  we meet.
hands quick to help, our hearts read - y to dare.
mem - ber - ing love is the strength of our  song.
WORDS: Daniel Charles Damon SAN ANSELMO
MUSIC: Daniel Charles Damon 55.11D

© 1998 Hope Publishing Co.



