
We are a Reconciling Congregation, welcoming all. 
 

First United Methodist Church of Kalamazoo invites all persons 

to join us on our journey of faith. Jesus Christ calls us to be an inclusive church that  

exemplifies the kingdom of God. We strive to move toward reconciling  

relationships with all, affirming those who are marginalized for any reason,  

including sexual orientation or gender identity.  
 

We welcome all with  open hearts, open minds, open doors. 

(269) 381-6340  †  www.umc-kzo.org 

September 10, 2023 

10:00 a.m. 







WORSHIP LEADERS 

Rev. Matt Weiler, Deacon Cara Weiler                     

Jonathan Townley 

Director of Music    Organist        Trumpet                           

Jacqueline Stilger      Bernie Foulk   Scott Thornburg 

Satellite Worship Coordinator: Pastor Thom Victor 

Acolytes: Penelope Librizzi & Campbell Weiler 

AV Team: Casey Curran, Bryan Heany, Drew Eaton, 

Max Miller 

INCLUSIVE LANGUAGE 
In our worship, we strive to witness to the whole-

ness of God, embracing the diversity of images of 

God that are found within Scriptures. We will seek 

to include male, female, and gender-neutral lan-

guage and imagery for God, and utilize language 

that helps to avoid binary terms in pronouns and 

images of people. In our hymns and liturgy, we in-

vite you to use pronouns that best express your 

practice and affirm your faith.  
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Adult Sunday School Opportunities.  

Bible Basics: The Bible is Christianity’s Holy Book, 

yet many of us experience it in small chunks with 

little-to-no context. Designed for those with a little 

(or a lot) of biblical knowledge, this class will ex-

plore some major biblical themes, address the com-

plexities of Bible interpretation, and introduce 

members to new ways of looking at, reflecting on, 

and receiving the gifts of scripture. The class will be 

led by Tammy Eaton and meet in the church parlor. 

Revival: John Wesley is considered the founder of 

the Methodist movement, but he didn't set out to 

create a new denomination. Wesley’s basic message 

called for a revival of our hearts and souls so that 

our world might be changed. His story and his faith 

continue to speak to twenty-first-century Christians. 

In this dvd-based class, Adam Hamilton explores 

Wesley's life to challenge us to rediscover our spir-

itual passion. The class will be led by John Clark. 

Family Foundations: A Sunday School class for par-

ents of young children will begin with fellowship 

and coffee in room 209, next to the arches on the 

2nd floor.  
 

Youth Group. Youth Group Begins Sunday Septem-

ber 17 at 6pm downstairs in the youth lounge and is 

open to all youth 6th-12th grade. We gather weekly to 

create space for Christ-Centered friendship, joy, and 

spiritual formation through small group reflections, 

worship, and lots of play. Contact Pastor Matt 

Weiler for more information. 

 

Music at First United Methodist Church.  A 

broad array of musical ensembles  share their 

love of music with this congregation. Music 

ministry happens in the church with the full 

participation of its congregants in the pews, 

choirs in the chancel, ringers at the tables, and 

instrument at a music stand. Whether vocalist 

or instrumentalist, please contact Music Direc-

tor, Jacqueline Stilger, jstilger@umc-kzo.org for 

more information about any of the music en-

sembles.  Let us make a joyful noise unto the 

Lord! 
 

Save the date. FUMC Visioning Workshop, Sat-

urday Oct 21, 9 a.m.-4 p.m. This Fall our church 

will be spending some time working on our 

Vision/Mission as we seek to define who we are 

as First United Methodist Church of Kalamazoo 

in 2023. This church-led work will include some 

weeks of pre-work culminating in a Visioning 

Workshop. Please reserve Saturday, October 

21st in your calendar and join us in this im-

portant work! 
 

Grief Group. You are invited to join with oth-

ers in creating sacred space for losses. Begin-

ning Sunday, September 17 from 6-7:30 p.m., a 

group led by Jan Schoenherr, LPC and Deb 

Search Willoughby, LMS, will gather in the 

chapel every 2 weeks until November 26. If 

you’re interested in participating, please com-

plete the form at https://bit.ly/FUMCGrief, or 

reach out to one of the leaders: Jan at 

schoenherrjan@gmail.com, Deb at dsearchwil-

lo@gmail.com, or any of our pastors. 
 

Membership Class. In worship we refer to 

prayers, presence, gifts, service, and witness as 

vows we take. We also profess to accept the 

freedom and power given by God to resist evil, 

injustice, and oppression in whatever forms 

they present themselves. If you would like to 

explore the commitment and joy of member-

ship in The United Methodist Church, please 

contact Pastor Julie, jkline@umc-kzo.org.  
 

Usher opportunities. Ushers are needed for the 

upcoming season to assist during worship. 

Please contact Dan Bunker to sign up! 269-217-

8780, djbunker@charter.net.  
 

What is Godly Play? Children 4 years old to 

6th grade are invited to their own kind of wor-

ship on the 2nd floor called, “Godly Play.” We 

hear and see God’s stories and wonder together 

about what it might mean. Children return to 

their families before worship ends. 

 

 

 

https://bit.ly/FUMCGrief
mailto:schoenherrjan@gmail.com
mailto:dsearchwillo@gmail.com
mailto:dsearchwillo@gmail.com


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We’re glad you are our guest today! 
If you are worshipping with us for the first time, please 
stop by the Welcome Center. 
 

Child care with trained and fully vaccinated staff is pro-
vided on the second floor for infants through three-year
-olds. 
 

Worship activities for children can be found on a cart 
outside the said sanctuary doors. 
 

LARGE print bibles and Hymnals are available at the 
Park Street entrance. 
 

Hearing assistance devices are available at the Wel-
come Center. 
 

Today’s service is being livestreamed and recorded. 
You may request a free copy of the DVD from the office. 
Previous worship services may be found on our web-
site: www.umc-kzo.org. You may view worship services 
on our YouTube channel: Kalamazoofirstunitedmeth-
odistchurch 

 

Clergy & Directors 
 

Rev. Julie Kline 

     Lead Pastor 

Rev. Matt Weiler 

     Pastor of Community Formation 

Jacqueline Stilger 

     Director of Music 

Julia Librizzi 

    Director of Children and Families    
 Ministries 

Thom Victor 

     Pastor of Congregational Care 

Ruth LaMachia 

     Director of Business Administration 

 
UPCOMING WORSHIP 

 
 

September 17 
10:00 a.m. Worship 

KSP (Service Project) Sunday 
Rev. Matt Weiler 

Youth Ministry is Joy 
Psalm 100, John 15:10-17 

 
September 24 

10:00 a.m. Worship 
Rev. Julie Kline 

God Sized Vision & Provision 
Exodus 16:2-25 

THIS WEEK’S EVENTS 

 
Sunday, September 10 
10:00 a.m. Worship - Sanctuary 
10:00 a.m. Friendship Village Satellite Worship 
11:00 a.m. Children’s Sunday School - 2nd floor 
11:00 a.m. Adult Sunday School - Parlor 
11:00 a.m. Confirmation Class - 305 
11:00 a.m. Family Foundations - 304 
 

Monday, September 11 
12:45 pm Prayer Group 
1:00 p.m. Building & Grounds - Parlor 
 

Tuesday, September 12 
9:30 a.m. Worship Planning - Zoom 
12:30 p.m. All Staff Meeting - Parlor 
4:15 p.m. First Beats - Choir Room 
6:30 p.m. Manna - Rev. Weiler’s Home 
 

Wednesday, September 13 
8:00 a.m. Yoga - Zoom (All are welcome) 
9:00 a.m. Dawn Patrol - Parlor 
9:45 a.m. OLLI Curriculum Committee - Fellowship 

Rm.   
12:00 p.m. Cuppa Inspiration - Facebook Live 
12:30 p.m. Food Pantry  
3:00 p.m. HON - TBD 
 

Thursday, September 14 
9:30 a.m. First Stitchers 
9:30 a.m. Admin Support Team - Virtual 
6:00 p.m. Handbell Choir Rehearsal - Wesley Hall 
7:15 p.m. Chancel Singers - Choir Room 
 

Friday, September 15 
 

Saturday, September 16 
2:00 p.m. LaMachia Memorial Service - Sanctuary 
 

Sunday, September 17 
10:00 a.m. Sunday Worship - Sanctuary 
10:00 a.m. Friendship Village Satellite Worship 
11:00 a.m. Sunday School for all ages 










