BRAIDING OUR STORY
Ralamazoo First United Methodist Church

Sunday October 1, 2023

. L. . umc-kzo.org
Values | Generosity l Mission l Vision (269).381-6340

We would like to connect with you.
Please fill out the attendance pad and introduce yourself as you pass it to your neighbor.
You are invited in these beginning moments to use the green prayer cards found in the pews.
The cards will be collected by an usher during the opening hymn and shared with clergy

* Please rise in body or in spirit

PRELUDE Trio No. 21, Adagio Pastorale, Vivace Assai Franz Joseph Haydn
*CALL TO WORSHIP (reading responsively) Diane Owen-Rogers
One: Creator of the universe,

Al you bring forth all Creation, and we belong.

One: You give birth to all peoples;

Al you create one human family, and we belong.

One: You feed us with your love;

All:  you make of us one Body in your Spirit, and we belong.

So we come, people of every race and nation and tribe and people,
to worship together and to feast on your love. Alleluia!

*OPENING HYMN #428 For the Healing of the Nations (UMH-red hymnal)
During the hymn, ushers will pass through the sanctuary collecting prayer cards.
WELCOME & PASSING THE PEACE Rev. Julie Kline
LIGHTING THE PEACE CANDLE Rev. Matt Weiler

SUNG RESPONSE ‘Round the River’s Bend vs. 6 & 7

Lyrics by Jennifer Clark Music by Jacqueline Stilger
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1 £ 1
] o ——
& &

Here you are, we see you ‘round the ri - ver’s bend, hear the
Here we are, a braid-ed sto - ry grow-ing now, joined and

5 > S K ]
i dobe di 2y,

s -
stir - ring e -choes of your song. Whata gift it is to learn your
shaped by voi-ces of all kinds. Whata joy it is to sing a-

e ==
[y,

% e ————— 1
[}

™My

1 (&
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*GOSPEL READING  Matthew 6:5-15

This is what the Spirit is saying to the church.
Thanks be to God.

A TIME FOR THE CHILD WITHIN US ALL Julia Librizzi

HYMN #2233 This is Where Children Belong (FWS-black hymnal)
MESSAGE Called to the Table Rev. Julie Kline
MUSICAL RESPONSE #2260 [Let Us Be Bread (FWS-black hymnal)

PRAYER OF CONFESSION

God of all people, we confess we have separated ourselves. We have divided
the Body of Christ. In our fear, heal us. For our “othering” of those not like us,
forgive us. Receive our repentance, not in words alone but in reconciliation
with our companions in Christ. Make us One, Love, make us One.

MUSICAL RESPONSE #2260 Let Us Be Bread

HOLY COMMUNION #2257 b, ¢

All are welcome to the meal Jesus hosts. There is no one here who is ineligible or unwel-
come; no one too old or too young; no one who has too many doubts or too few beliefs. You,
who are part of God’s creation are welcome to receive Holy Communion this morning, com-
ing forward by the center aisle, taking a piece of bread, dipping it in the cup of juice and eat-
ing. Gluten-free bread is available at each station.

God is with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them up to God.

Let us give thanks to the Holy One, our God.

It is good and beautiful to give God our praise.

We thank you, God, for you create all things out of your own being.

In you all things are One.

You create us in the image of your love, and call us as your beloved community.
You judge the forces of oppression and rescue us from all that enslaves us.
You make us one with all people,

and break down the dividing walls we build.

You strike the rock of this world and out flows grace and blessing.

We feast in gratitude and awe.

You gather us at your table as the Body of Christ,

one in the love and Spirit of Christ, around the world, one with all Creation.
We feast in unity and love.

Therefore with all your Beloved around the world we sing your praise.

Sanctus #2257-b (FWS-black hymnal)

Memorial Acclamation #2257-c



THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our God/Father/Mother, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

GENEROSITY CAMPAIGN - Aligning our generosity to our vision.
Coins received will be designated for the support of United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR)
for their work around the world.

OFFERTORY ANTHEM Trio No. 21 Andante Molto F. J. Haydn
*DOXOLOGY #94  Praise God, From Whom All Blessings Flow

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;

Praise God, all creatures here below: Alleluia! Alleluia!
Praise God, the source of all our gifts!

Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts!

Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION

Gracious God, we thank you for the mystery that you give yourself to us.
You have given yourself to all your beloved people, those who are wel-
comed and those who are excluded. Receive our gifts and send us into the
world to widen the circle, to bring all to your table of grace, that we may
truly be one, in the name of Christ. Amen.

OUR SHARED LIFE

*HYMN #121 There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy (UMH-red hymnal)
BLESSING
POSTLUDE Praise to God Almighty J.S. Bach
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Clergy & Directors

Rev. Julie Kline

Lead Pastor
Rev. Matt Weiler

Pastor of Community Formation
Jacqueline Stilger

Director of Music
Julia Librizzi

Director of Children and Families

Ministries

Thom Victor

Pastor of Congregational Care
Ruth LaMachia

Director of Business Administration

First United

Methodi

Church of Kalamazoo

OUR MISSION

We are called to
Experience God’s love
Celebrate God’s love
Share God’s love

OUR VISION

We are a Faith Community
Alive in Christ

Open to all

Growing in faith

Serving our neighbors
Active in the world
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THI'S WEEKO®OS EVE
Sunday, October 1 I
10:00 a.m. Worshfpanctuary 'S

10:00 a.m. Friendship Village Satellite Worship
11:15 a.m. Sunday School for all ages

5:30 p.m. Faith Milestorfeghes

6:00 p.m. Small Grou@ames, Crafts, Yoga
6:00 p.m. Grief Gre@Ghapel

6:00 p.m. Youth Grelfjputh Center

Monday, October 2
12:45 pm Prayer Group

Tuesday, October 3

9:30 a.m. Worship Planntapm

9:45 a.m. Book Chiarlor

12:30 p.m. Clergy/Directors Meeting
4:15 p.m. First Bea@®hoir Room

6:00 p.m. Kalamazoo Ring&fessley Hall
6:30 p.m. Mann¥outh Center

6:30 p.m. SPR®@arlor

Wednesday, October 4

8:00 a.m. YogZoom (All are welcome)

9:00 a.m. Dawn Patfdrlor

9:45 a.m. OLLI Curriculum Comnfigkewship
Room

12:00 p.m. Cuppa Inspirati@eebook Live

12:30 p.m. Food Pantry

3:00 p.m. HONBD

6:30 p.m. Lecti¥outh Center

6:30 p.m. Reconciling Ministries-Reator

7:00 p.m. MFSM Organist David Briggs

Thursday, October 5

9:30 a.m. First Stitchdtsllowship Room
6:00 p.m. Handbell Choir Rehesyesley Hall
7:15 p.m. Chancel Sing@isoir Room

Friday, October 6
Saturday, October 7
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428  For the Healing of the Nations
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1. For the heal - ing of the na-tions, Lord, we pray with
2.Lead us for - ward in - to free-dom; from de - spair your
3. All that kills a - bun-dant liv-ing, let it from the

4. You, Cre - a - tor God, have writ-ten your great name on
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one ac-cord; for a just and e- qualshar-ing  of the things that
world re-lease, that, re-deemed from war and ha-tred, all may come and
earth be banned; pride of sta - tus, race, or schooling, dog-mas that ob -
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go in peace. Show us how through care andgood-ness fear will

scure your plan. In ourcom-mon quest for jus-tice may we
Christ to mind, that by our re - sponse and ser - vice earth its
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rise and pledge our word, (pledge our word) help us rise and pledge our word.

die and hope in-crease, (hope in-crease) fear willdie and hope in-crease.

hal-low life’s brief span, (life’s brief span) may we hal-low life’s brief span.
des-ti - ny may find, (may find) earth its des- ti - ny may find.
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WORDS: Fred Kaan, 1965 (Rev. 21:1-22:5) CWM RHONDDA
MUSIC: John Hughes, 1907 87.87.87

Words © 1968 Hope Publishing Co.



2233 Where Children Belong
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This, this is where chil-dren be-long, wel-comed as part of the

h |
"
ANV
o
wor - ship - ing throng. Wa - ter, God’s Word, bread and
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cup, prayer, and song: This is where chil-dren be - long.
WORDS: James Ritchie RITCHIE
MUSIC: James Ritchie Irregular

© 1999 Abingdon Press, admin. by The Copyright Co.

Let Us Be Bread 2260

Let us be bread, blessed by the Lord, bro-ken and

shared, life for the world. Let us be wine,
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love free-ly poured. Let us be one in the Lord.___

Stanzas included in other editions.

WORDS: Thomas Porter LET US BE BREAD
MUSIC: Thomas Porter Irregular

© 1990 GIA Publications, Inc.



2257'b (Sanctus)
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