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the Door

We would like to connect with you.
Please fill out the attendance pad and introduce yourself as you pass it to your neighbor.
You are invited in these beginning moments to use the prayer cards found in the pews.
The cards will be collected by an usher, shared with clergy, and if you wish,
shared aloud during worship.

We are a Reconciling Congregation, welcoming all.

First United Methodist Church of Kalamazoo invites all persons
to join us on our journey of faith. Jesus Christ calls us to be an inclusive church that
exemplifies the kingdom of God. We strive to move toward reconciling
relationships with all, affirming those who are marginalized for any reason,
including sexual orientation or gender identity.

We welcome all with open hearts, open minds, open doors.



PRELUDE Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee Beethoven, arr. Sherfield

*CALL TO WORSHIP (reading responsively) Vickie Winfield
One: Loving God, Fountain of Life, Eternal Source, our very being flows from you.
All:.  We sing your praise, with all Creation.

One: Your heart is among us in Christ. Your hand is upon us in the call of Jesus.

All:  We rise to your call, humble and longing.

One: Your Holy Spirit stirs in us.

All: We breathe deeply of holy courage, divine grace, infinite life. Alleluia!

Come, Holy Spirit, and transform us by your Grace. Alleluia!
*OPENING HYMN #111 How Can We Name a Love (UMH-red hymnal)
WELCOME AND PASSING THE PEACE Rev. Julie Kline
LIGHTING THE PEACE CANDLE

Jesus, Prince of Peace, you have asked us to love our enemies and pray for
those who persecute us. We pray for our enemies and those who oppose us.
With the help of the Holy Spirit, may all people learn to work together for that
justice which brings true and lasting peace. To you be glory and honor for ever
and ever. Amen.

HYMN #2193  Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying (FWS-black hymnal)

SCRIPTURE READING Romans 12:9-21 (The Message)

This is what the Spirit is saying to the church.
Thanks be to God.

A TIME FOR THE CHILD WITHIN US ALL Julia Librizzi
BLESSING FOR THE CHILDREN

MESSAGE Marked by God’s Love: Tattooed Rev. Julie Kline
HYMN OF RESPONSE #2164  Sanctuary (FWS-black hymnal)

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (reading responsively)

One: We believe in God, the Creator and Lover of the Universe:

Al  And we respond to this God in love.
One: We believe in Jesus Christ, the embodiment of Love and the Savior of all;
Al:  And we respond to this God in love.

One: We believe in the Holy Spirit, Love’s power poured out,
and the Presence of Love within;

Al:  And we respond to this God in love.

One: We believe in the Church, The community of Love;
And we believe in life renewed and eternal; Love enjoyed and shared
with God and creation forever.

Al  And again, we dedicate ourselves to this love and to the God
who gives it. Amen.

HYMN OF RESPONSE #2164  Sanctuary (FWS-black hymnal)



HOLY COMMUNION

One: God who is Love, invites us to this table.

Al We are so happy to hear God’s voice,

We are excited to share this meal with God.

One: God has prepared a feast for us; the table is laden with good things -
the bread of life, the cup of salvation.

All:  We are so thankful to receive the Lord's gifts,

We are so blessed to enjoy the Lord's Presence.

One: All are welcome at this meal; All are loved and all are invited to receive God's
abundance and enjoy it freely. We meet at this table with all of God's children;
those born of earth and those born of heaven; and together we sing eternity's
praise song:

Sanctus (Musical Setting A, UMH pg. 17)

Memorial Acclamation (Musical Setting A, (UMH pg. 18)
Communion is received

Prayers of the People and The Lord's Prayer

Our God/Mother/Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Prayer of Thanksgiving
CALL TO OFFERING
OFFERTORY ANTHEM  Praise Him! Praise Him! arr. Sherfield
*DOXOLOGY #126 vs. 4 Sing Praise to God Who Reigns Above  (UMH-red hymnal)

Let all who name Christ’s holy name give God all praise and glory:

let all who own his power proclaim aloud the wondrous story!

Cast each false idol from its throne, for Christ is Lord, and Christ alone:
To God all praise and glory.

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION

In deep gratitude for all that you have done for us, we offer ourselves and our
gifts to you as living sacrifices of worship and praise. Transform our hearts
and minds from the inside out; show us what is good and pleasing in your
sight, so that we may be quick to recognize your call, and quick to respond. In
the name of Jesus, our Messiah, we pray. Amen.

OUR SHARED LIFE
*HYMN #2223 They’ll Know We Are Christians by Our Love (FWS-black hymnal)
BLESSING

POSTLUDE A Mighty Fortress is Our God J. Pachelbel



WORSHIP LEADERS

Rev. Julie Kline, Rev. Matt Weiler, Julia Librizzi,
Vickie Winfield
Director of Music
Jacqueline Stilger

Organist

Bernie Foulk

First Strings Director: Anne Sherfield

Satellite Worship Coordinator: Pastor Thom Victor

AV Team: Casey Curran, Bryan Heany, Drew Eaton,
Max Miller

INCLUSIVE LANGUAGE

In our worship, we strive to witness to the whole-
ness of God, embracing the diversity of images of
God that are found within Scriptures. We will seek
to include male, female, and gender-neutral lan-
guage and imagery for God, and utilize language
that helps to avoid binary terms in pronouns and

images of people. In our hymns and liturgy, we in-
vite you to use pronouns that best express your
practice and affirm your faith.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Music at First United Methodist Church. A broad
array of musical ensembles share their love of mu-
sic with this congregation. Music ministry happens
in the church with the full participation of its con-
gregants in the pews, choirs in the chancel, ringers
at the tables, and instrument at a music stand.
Whether vocalist or instrumentalist, please contact
Music Director, Jacqueline Stilger, jstilger@umc-
kzo.org for more information about any of the mu-
sic ensembles. Let us make a joyful noise unto the
Lord!

Children and Families Ministries Fall Kick-Off.
Friday, September 8, 2023 from 6-8 p.m. at Oshtemo
Township Park located at 7275 W Main St, Kalama-
zoo, MI 49009. We will meet at the pavilion to tie
dye t-shirts and celebrate the return of Children’s
Sunday School on Sunday, September 10th right
after the worship service! Please bring a dish to pass
and email Julia Librizzi at jlibrizzi@Qumc-kzo.org by
September 5th so we are sure to have enough t-
shirts and dye to go around!

Save the date. FUMC Visioning Workshop, Satur-
day Oct 21, 9 a.m.-4 p.m. This Fall our church will
be spending some time working on our Vision/

Mission as we seek to define who we are as First
United Methodist Church of Kalamazoo in 2023.
This church-led work will include some weeks of
pre-work
shop. Please reserve Saturday, October 21st in your
calendar and join us in this important work!

culminating in a Visioning Work-

Grief Group. You are invited to join with oth-
ers in creating sacred space for losses. Begin-
ning Sunday, September 17 from 6-7:30 p.m., a
group, led by Jan Schoenherr, LPC, and Deb
Search Willoughby, LMS, will gather in the
chapel every 2 weeks until November 26. If
you're interested in participating, please com-
plete the form at https://bit.ly/FUMCGrief, or
reach out to one of the leaders: Jan at
schoenherrjan@gmail.com, Deb at dsearchwil-
lo@gmail.com, or any of our pastors.

Usher opportunities. Ushers are needed for the
upcoming season to assist during worship.
Please contact Dan Bunker to sign up! 269-217-
8780, djpunker@charter.net.

Hospitality Team. To build the Hospitality
Team, greeters and ushers are needed to help
with Memorial Services, Sunday refreshments,
and follow up with worship visitors. Please
contact Vickie Winfield for more information
vandcwinfield@aol.com.

Youth Group. Youth Group Begins Sunday
September 10 at 6pm downstairs in the youth
lounge and is open to all youth 6%-12* grade.
We gather weekly to create space for Christ-
Centered friendship, joy, and spiritual for-
mation through small group reflections, wor-
ship, and lots of play. Contact Pastor Matt
Weiler for more information.

Confirmation Class. Confirmation is a two year
program open to all youth who are entering 7th
grade or older. Any student who begins confir-
mation this fall will participate for two full
years. Confirmation class will take place on the
third Sunday of the month beginning Septem-
ber 17 and will meet for 1 to 1% hours immedi-
ately after worship. Contact Pastor Matt,
mweiler@umc-kzo.org, for registration infor-
mation.

Food Pantry Update. Thank you to all who do-
nated items to our pantry on Sunday August 13
for the Change The World Offering. Thanks to
all of you we are now well stocked with person-
al care items not supplied by Loaves and Fish-
es. We continue to serve the needs of this com-
munity through food security and your gener-
osity makes this possible. Additional donations
accepted: condiments, ground coffee, gluten
free items, cake mix/ frosting, small bags of
laundry pods, dish soap.


https://bit.ly/FUMCGrief
mailto:schoenherrjan@gmail.com
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UPCOMING WORSHIP

September 10
10:00 a.m. Worship

Rejoice Sunday!
Rev. Matt Weiler
Life Together
Exodus 12:1-14
Matthew 16:13-20

September 17
10:00 a.m. Worship

ASP Sunday
Rev. Matt Weiler
Youth Ministry is Joy
Psalm 100, John 15:10-17

We’re glad you are our guest today!
If you are worshipping with us for the first time, please
stop by the Welcome Center.

Child care with trained and fully vaccinated staff is pro-
vided on the second floor for infants through three-year
-olds.

Worship activities for children can be found on a cart
outside the said sanctuary doors.

LARGE print bibles and Hymnals are available at the
Park Street entrance.

Hearing assistance devices are available at the Wel-
come Center.

Today’s service is being livestreamed and recorded.
You may request a free copy of the DVD from the office.
Previous worship services may be found on our web-
site: www.umc-kzo.org. You may view worship services
on our YouTube channel: Kalamazoofirstunitedmeth-
odistchurch

Clergy & Directors

Rev. Julie Kline

Lead Pastor
Rev. Matt Weiler

Pastor of Community Formation
Jacqueline Stilger

Director of Music
Julia Librizzi

Director of Children and Families

Ministries

Thom Victor

Pastor of Congregational Care
Ruth LaMachia

Director of Business Administration

First United

Methodi

Church of Kalamazoo

OUR MISSION

We are called to
Experience God’s love
Celebrate God’s love
Share God’s love

OUR VISION

We are a Faith Community
Alive in Christ

Open to all

Growing in faith

Serving our neighbors
Active in the world

THIS WEEK'S EVENTS

Sunday, September 3
10:00 a.m. Worship - Sanctuary
10:00 a.m. Friendship Village Satellite Worship

Monday, September 4
The building is closed for Labor Day holiday

Tuesday, September 5

9:30 a.m. Worship Planning - Zoom

12:30 p.m. Clergy/Directors Meeting - TBD
6:30 p.m. SPRC - Parlor/Zoom

Wednesday, September 6

8:00 a.m. Yoga - Zoom (All are welcome)

9:00 a.m. Dawn Patrol - Parlor

9:45 a.m. OLLI Curriculum Committee - Fellowship
Rm.

12:00 p.m. Cuppa Inspiration - Facebook Live

12:30 p.m. Food Pantry

3:00 p.m. HON - TBD

Thursday, September 7

9:30 a.m. First Stitchers

9:30 a.m. Admin Support Team - Virtual

6:00 p.m. Handbell Choir Rehearsal - Wesley Hall
7:15 p.m. Chancel Singers - Choir Room

Friday, September 8
Saturday, September 9

Sunday, September 10

10:00 a.m. Sunday Worship - Sanctuary

10:00 a.m. Friendship Village Satellite Worship
11:00 a.m. Sunday School for all ages

6:00 p.m. Youth Group - Youth Center

Monday, September 11
12:45 p.m. Prayer Group - Chapel
1:00 p.m. Building & Grounds - Zoom

UMH - United Methodist Hymnal
FWS-The Faith We Sing



How Can We Name a Love 111
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1. How can wename a Love that wak-ens heartand mind,
2. If we a- woke to life built on a rock of care
3.When peo-ple share a  task, and strengthandskills u - nite
4. So in

a hun-dred names, each day we all can meet
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in - dwelling all we know or think or do or seek or find?

that asked no great re - ward but firm, as - sured, was sim-ply there,

in  projects old or new, to makeor do with shared de - light,
a pres-ence, sensed and shown at work,at home, or in the street.
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With - in our dai-ly world, in

ev -ery hu -man face,
we can, with par-ents’ names, des - cribe,and thus a - dore,
our Friendand Partner’s will is bet -ter un - der - stood,
Yet ev - ery name we see, shines

in a bright-er sun:
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Love’s ech-oessoundand God is found, hid in the com-mon-place.
Love un-confined, a fa-ther kind, a moth-erstrongand sure.
that all should share, cre - ate, and care, and know that life is good.
In Christa-lone is  Love fullgrownand life and hope be - gun.
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WORDS: Brian Wren, 1973 TERRA BEATA
MUSIC: Trad. English melody; adapt. by Franklin L. Sheppard, 1915
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Words © 1975 Hope Publishing Co.



Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying 2193
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Lord, lis-ten to your chil-dren pray - ing,
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Lord, send your Spir-it in this place;
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Lord, lis-ten to your chil-dren pray - ing, send us
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love, send us power, send us grace.
WORDS: Ken Medema CHILDREN PRAYING
MUSIC: Ken Medema 98.99
© 1973 Hope Publishing Co.
2164 Sanctuary
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Lord, pre- pare me to be a sanc-tu - ar - vy, pure and
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ho - ly, tried and true. With thanks-giv-ing, I’ll be a
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liv - ing sanc-tu - ar - y for you.
WORDS: John Thompson and Randy Scruggs SANCTUARY
MUSIC:  John Thompson and Randy Scruggs Irregular

© 1982 Whole Armor/Full Armor Music, admin. by The Kruger Organization



2223  They’ll Know We Are Christians
by Our Love

N |
17, Pvi )
ANV ~
D ® ® 7
1. We are one in the Spir-it, we are one in the Lord,
2. We will walk with each oth-er, we will walk hand in hand,
3. We will work with each oth-er, we will work side by side,
4. Al praise to the Fa-ther, from whom all things come,
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we are one in the Spir-it, we are one in the Lord,
we will walk with each oth-er, we will walk hand in hand,
we will work with each oth-er, we will work side by side,
and all praise to Christ Je-sus, God’s on - ly Son,
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and we pray that all u - ni - ty may one day be re-stored:
and to - geth-er we’ll spread the news that God is in our land:
and we’ll guard hu-man dig - ni - ty and save hu-man pride:
and all praise to the Spir - it, who makes us one:

Refrain
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And they’ll know we are Chris-tians by our love, by our
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love; yes, they’ll know we are Chris-tians by our love.

WORDS: Peter Scholtes (John 13:34-35; Eph. 4:4-6) ST. BRENDAN'’S
MUSIC: Peter Scholtes 76.76.86 with Refrain

© 1966 F.E.L. Publications, assigned 1991 to The Lorenz Corp.



