
We are a Reconciling Congregation, welcoming all. 
 

First United Methodist Church of Kalamazoo invites all persons 

to join us on our journey of faith. Jesus Christ calls us to be an inclusive church that  

exemplifies the kingdom of God. We strive to move toward reconciling  

relationships with all, affirming those who are marginalized for any reason,  

including sexual orientation or gender identity.  
 

We welcome all with  open hearts, open minds, open doors. 

(269) 381-6340  †  www.umc-kzo.org 

August 13, 2023 

10:00 a.m. 





 



WORSHIP LEADERS 

astor Thom Victor, Julia Librizzi, Donna Dunyak, 

Vickie Winfield, Nancy Hyde, Ruth LaMachia,       

Deb Search Willoughby 

Director of Music       Organist             

Jacqueline Stilger         Bernie Foulk  

Satellite Worship Coordinator: Mark Stucky 

AV Team: Bryan Heany, Drew Eaton, Casey Curran 
 

INCLUSIVE LANGUAGE 
In our worship, we strive to witness to the whole-

ness of God, embracing the diversity of images of 

God that are found within Scriptures. We will seek 

to include male, female, and gender-neutral lan-

guage and imagery for God, and utilize language 

that helps to avoid binary terms in pronouns and 

images of people. In our hymns and liturgy, we in-

vite you to use pronouns that best express your 

practice and affirm your faith.  
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

August Mission of the Month. On the water, a 

boater is obliged to respond if another boat is in dis-

tress. One does nothing that might put one’s own 

boat and crew in danger, but you cannot ignore the 

situation.  Here in Kalamazoo, people are threat-

ened with eviction or loss of power and fuel for 

heating. They call Helping Our Neighbors at FUMC 

and other agencies which are ready to 

help.  Through the August Mission of the Month 

you will be invited to help with funding our re-

sponse and also contribute some of your time to 

assist in responding to calls for assistance.  
 

Hospitality Team. Please help us welcome people 

to our church. We want to continue building the 

Hospitality Team and need people to be greeters 

and ushers, help with Memorial Services and Perks 

(Sunday refreshments), and follow up with worship 

visitors. Please contact Vickie Winfield for more 

information vandcwinfield@aol.com.  
 

Change the World Offering. The 2nd Sunday 

Change the World Offering will benefit the Bronson 

Park Food Pantry. We are getting an increasing 

number of clients and some items they need are not 

supplied by Loaves and Fishes. Please consider sup-

porting this ministry by bringing to worship items 

from the list below or by giving a monetary dona-

tion. Your support of this ministry is greatly appre-

ciated! Items needed: Toilet paper - most needed! 

Small deodorant, toothbrushes, facial tissue, ground 

coffee, ketchup/mustard, salad dressings. 
 

 

 

August Family Fun. All are welcome to join us 

from 6 to 8 p.m. on Tuesday, August 22, 2023, 

at the Splash Pad in River Oaks County Park – 

9202 E. Michigan Ave. Galesburg, MI 49053. $5 

daily parking fee or Annual Kalamazoo County 

Vehicle Permit is needed for entry. Join us in 

the pavilion next to the splash pad for some 

pizza! Please rsvp to Julia Librizzi at jlibriz-

zi@umc-kzo.org so we are sure to pick up 

enough pizza and bring a drink, towels, and a 

dish to pass! 
 

Save the date. FUMC Visioning Workshop, Sat-

urday Oct 21, 9 a.m.-4 p.m. We are delighted to 

announce that this fall we will be spending 

some time working on our Vision/Mission as 

we seek to define who we are as First United 

Methodist Church of Kalamazoo in 2023. This 

church-led work will include some weeks of 

pre-work culminating in a Visioning Work-

shop. We hope that you will reserve Saturday, 

October 21st in your calendar and join us in this 

important work! 
 

Confirmation Class. Confirmation is a two year 

program open to all youth who are entering 7th 

grade or older. Any student who begins confir-

mation this fall will participate for two full 

years.  Confirmation class will take place on the 

third Sunday of the month beginning Septem-

ber 17 and will meet for 1 to 1½ hours immedi-

ately after worship. Contact Pastor Matt, 

mweiler@umc-kzo.org, for registration infor-

mation. 
 

Gardening - We are also helping with the 

Sunnyside United Methodist Church communi-

ty gardens on Gull Rd. every 1st & 3rdWednes-

day of the month at 6:00 p.m. All are welcome 

to participate!  
 

Biking - every Thursday, 6:30 p.m. at the Kal 

Haven trailhead. We'll increase our roundtrip 

distance weekly. Questions may be directed to 

Dawn Wheaton at dawheaton53@gmail.com. 
 

Children and Families Ministries Fall Kick-

Off. Friday, September 8, 2023 from 6-8 p.m. at 

Oshtemo Township Park located at 7275 W 

Main St, Kalamazoo, MI 49009. We will meet 

under the pavilion and tie dye t-shirts and cele-

brate the return of Children’s Sunday School on 

Sunday, September 10th right after the worship 

service! Please bring a dish to pass and email 

Julia Librizzi at jlibrizzi@umc-kzo.org by Sep-

tember 5th so we are sure to have enough t-

shirts and dye to go around!  

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We’re glad you are our guest today! 
If you are worshipping with us for the first time, please 
stop by the Welcome Center. 
 

Child care with trained and fully vaccinated staff is pro-
vided on the second floor for infants through three-year
-olds. 
 

Worship activities for children can be found on a cart 
outside the said sanctuary doors. 
 

LARGE print bibles and Hymnals are available at the 
Park Street entrance. 
 

Hearing assistance devices are available at the Wel-
come Center. 
 

Today’s service is being livestreamed and recorded. 
You may request a free copy of the DVD from the office. 
Previous worship services may be found on our web-
site: www.umc-kzo.org. You may view worship services 
on our YouTube channel: Kalamazoofirstunitedmeth-
odistchurch 

 

Clergy & Directors 
 

Rev. Julie Kline 

     Lead Pastor 

Rev. Matt Weiler 

     Pastor of Community Formation 

Jacqueline Stilger 

     Director of Music 

Julia Librizzi 

    Director of Children and Families    
 Ministries 

Thom Victor 

     Pastor of Congregational Care 

Ruth LaMachia 

     Director of Business Administration 

 
UPCOMING WORSHIP 

 
August 20 

10:00 a.m. Worship 
Rev. Matt Weiler 

Walkabout with Joseph, David, 
Disobedience, and Mercy 

Gen 45:1-15; Ps 133;  
Rom 11:1-2a, 29-32;  

Matt 15:(10-20), 21-28 
 

August 27 
10:00 a.m. Worship 

Rev. Matt Weiler 
Down Under Transformation 

Rom 12:1-8 

THIS WEEK’S EVENTS 

 
 

Sunday, August 13 
10:00 a.m. Worship - Sanctuary 
10:00 a.m. Friendship Village Satellite Worship 
6:00 p.m. Small Groups at Church 
 

Monday, August 14 
Bay Shore Day Camp 
12:45 p.m. Prayer Meeting - Chapel 
 

Tuesday, August 15 
Bay Shore Day Camp 
9:30 a.m. Worship Planning - Zoom 
12:30 p.m. Clergy/Directors Meeting - TBD 
 

Wednesday, August 16 
Bay Shore Day Camp 
8:00 a.m. Yoga - Zoom (All are welcome) 
9:00 a.m. Dawn Patrol - Parlor 
12:00 p.m. Cuppa Inspiration - Facebook Live 
12:30 p.m. Food Pantry  
3:00 p.m. HON - TBD 
6:00 p.m. Gardening Group - Sunnyside UMC 
7:00 p.m. Stephen Ministry - Parlor 
 

Thursday, August 17 
Bay Shore Day Camp 
9:30 a.m. Trustees - Zoom 
6:30 p.m. Bicycling Small Group - Kal-Haven Trail 
 

Friday, August 18 
 

Saturday, August 19 
 

Sunday, August 20 
10:00 a.m. Sunday Worship - Sanctuary 
10:00 a.m. Friendship Village Satellite Worship 
 

Monday, August 21 
12:45 p.m. Prayer Meeting - Chapel 
5:00 p.m. Finance Team - Zoom 








