
We are a Reconciling Congregation, welcoming all. 
 

First United Methodist Church of Kalamazoo invites all persons 

to join us on our journey of faith. Jesus Christ calls us to be an inclusive church that  

exemplifies the kingdom of God. We strive to move toward reconciling  

relationships with all, affirming those who are marginalized for any reason,  

including sexual orientation or gender identity.  
 

We welcome all with  open hearts, open minds, open doors. 

(269) 381-6340  †  www.umc-kzo.org 

July 16, 2023 

10:00 a.m. 







WORSHIP LEADERS 

Rev. Matt Weiler, Rev. Julie Kline, Julia Librizzi, 

Lisa Batten 

Director of Music       Organist          

Jacqueline Stilger         Bernie Foulk  

Satellite Worship Coordinator: Pastor Thom Victor 

AV Team: Bryan Heany, Drew Eaton, Max Miller,  

INCLUSIVE LANGUAGE 
In our worship, we strive to witness to the whole-

ness of God, embracing the diversity of images of 

God that are found within Scriptures. We will seek 

to include male, female, and gender-neutral lan-

guage and imagery for God, and utilize language 

that helps to avoid binary terms in pronouns and 

images of people. In our hymns and liturgy, we 

invite you to use pronouns that best express your 

practice and affirm your faith.  
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Special Celebrations Today. Please come to the 

Perks area after church and enjoy some cake and 

fellowship in celebration of Jackie and Bernie’s 

marriage and in recognition of our Youth and 

Young Adult Resident - Mandakini Brophy. 
 

Kalamazoo Service Project. KSP will begin on 

Monday July 17 as our youth come together for 

service to the Kalamazoo Community. This year we 

will work with Building Blocks and their Solar 

Light’s Initiative, along with Wesley Foundation of 

Kalamazoo making improvements to the student 

living community. Please join us in worship on July 

16 as we commission the youth and adult leaders 

for a week of service. Thursday evening July 20 all 

are invited to a church cookout on the front lawn 

with the KSP volunteers at 5:30 p.m. Any adults 

interested in helping with food prep for the week 

please contact Donna Dunyak.  
 

July Mission of the Month. The July Mission of 

the Month is school supplies for Spring Valley Ele-

mentary School.  This Kalamazoo Public School 

serves a population with over 90% of the students 

receiving free or reduced lunch, meaning over 90% 

of the kids are considered lower income.  Many of 

the children get more than their educational needs 

met at Spring Valley - including school supplies, 

clothing, food, and hygiene products.  In July, our 

church will help Spring Valley by collecting school 

supplies.  Here is a list of what the teachers have 

requested: Ticonderoga pencils, colored pencils, 

Crayola crayons, pencil boxes, glue sticks, thin 

markers, dry erase markers. 

 

Hospitality Team. Please help us welcome 

people to our church. We want to continue 

building the Hospitality Team and need peo-

ple to be greeters and ushers, help with Me-

morial Services and Perks (Sunday refresh-

ments), and follow up with worship visitors. 

Please contact Vickie Winfield for more infor-

mation vandcwinfield@aol.com.  
 

Summer Small Groups. Join us through the 

summer for biking, gardening, softball, and 

activities at the church!  

*Softball - Come out to play in the church 

league. Participation is open to all genders 

and skill levels. Players must be 13 years old 

to play. Games are held at Pathfinder United 

Methodist Church on Thursday evenings. 

Contact Jay Gross for more information. 

jaynlaura5@gmail.com.  

*Gardening - We are also helping with the 

Sunnyside United Methodist Church commu-

nity gardens on Gull Rd. every Wednesday at 

6:00 p.m. All are welcome to participate!  

*Biking - every Thursday, 6:30 p.m. at the 

Kal Haven trailhead. We'll increase our 

roundtrip distance weekly, culminating in a 

September ride to South Haven with a beach 

picnic. Questions may be directed to Dawn 

Wheaton at dawheaton53@gmail.com. 

*Sunday Evening Small Groups - Our Sun-

day groups will continue to meet at the 

church at 6:00 p.m. through the summer on 

the first Sunday of each month. Activities in-

clude games, yoga, crafts, and fellowship. 

Contact Donna  for more information, 

dsdunyak@gmail.com. 
 

CARES Initiative. There are puzzle-shaped 

magnets available at the Welcome Desk with 

the CARES acronym. Please take one and put 

it somewhere you look frequently as a re-

minder that you are an important piece of our 

community. By caring for yourself and oth-

ers, you can strengthen and maintain our be-

loved community. 
 

What is Godly Play? Children 4 years old to 

6th grade are invited to their own kind of 

worship on the 2nd floor called, “Godly 

Play.” We hear and see God’s stories and 

wonder together about what it might mean. 

Children return to their families before wor-

ship ends. 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We’re glad you are our guest today! 
If you are worshipping with us for the first time, please 
stop by the Welcome Center. 
 
Child care with trained and fully vaccinated staff is pro-
vided on the second floor for infants through three-year
-olds. 
 
Worship activities for children can be found on a cart 
outside the said sanctuary doors. 
 
LARGE print bibles and Hymnals are available at the 
Park Street entrance. 
 
Hearing assistance devices are available at the Wel-
come Center. 
 
Today’s service is being livestreamed and recorded. 
You may request a free copy of the DVD from the office. 
Previous worship services may be found on our web-
site: www.umc-kzo.org. You may view worship services 
on our YouTube channel: Kalamazoofirstunitedmeth-
odistchurch 

 

Clergy & Directors 
 

Rev. Julie Kline 

     Lead Pastor 

Rev. Matt Weiler 

     Pastor of Community Formation 

Jacqueline Stilger 

     Director of Music 

Julia Librizzi 

    Director of Children and Families    
 Ministries 

Thom Victor 

     Pastor of Congregational Care 

Ruth LaMachia 

     Director of Business Administration 

 
UPCOMING WORSHIP 

 
July 23 

8th Sunday after Pentecost 
10:00 a.m. Worship 

Rev. Julie Kline 
Ahimsa 

Psalm 139: 1-12; 23-24 and 
Matthew 13: 24-30, 36-43  

 
July 30 

9th Sunday after Pentecost 
10:00 a.m. Worship 

Rev. Julie Kline 
Elusive Kingdom 

Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52 

THIS WEEK’S EVENTS 

 
Sunday, July 16 
10:00 a.m. Worship - Sanctuary 
10:00 a.m. Friendship Village Satellite Worship 
 

Monday, July 17 
Kalamazoo Service Project All Week 
12:45 p.m. Prayer Meeting - Chapel 
5:00 p.m. Finance Team - Zoom 
 

Tuesday, July 18 
9:30 a.m. Worship Planning - Zoom 
12:30 p.m. Clergy/Directors Meeting - TBD 
 

Wednesday, July 19 
8:00 a.m. Yoga - Zoom (All are welcome) 
9:00 a.m. Dawn Patrol - Parlor 
12:00 p.m. Cuppa Inspiration - Facebook Live 
12:30 p.m. Food Pantry  
3:00 p.m. HON - TBD 
4:00 p.m. Church Clean Up 
5:30 p.m. Moms Demand Action - Parlor 
6:00 p.m. Gardening Small Group -   Sunnyside 

Community Garden 
 

Thursday, July 20 
9:30 a.m. First Stitchers - Fellowship Room 
9:30 a.m. Trustees - Zoom 
5:30 p.m. All Church Cookout - Front Lawn 
6:30 p.m. Bicycling Small Group - Kal-Haven Trail 
7:45 p.m. Softball - Pathfinder church 
 

Friday, July 21 
 

Saturday, July 22 
 

Sunday, July 23 
10:00 a.m. Sunday Worship - Sanctuary 
10:00 a.m. Friendship Village Satellite Worship 
 

Monday, July 21 
12:45 p.m. Prayer Group - Chapel 
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