
We’re glad you are our guest today!  

If you are worshipping with us for the first 

time, please stop by the Welcome Center. 

Child care with trained and fully vaccinat-

ed staff is provided on the second floor for 

infants through three-year-olds.  

Worship activities for children can be 

found on a cart outside the side sanctuary 

doors.  

LARGE print Bibles and Hymnals are 

available at the Park Street entrance.  

Hearing assistance devices are available 

at the Welcome Center. 

Today’s service is being livestreamed 

and recorded. You can request a free 

copy of the DVD from the office. You can 

find previous worship services on our  

website: http://www.umc-kzo.org/mp3.asp. 

You may view worship services on our 

YouTube channel: YouTube.com/c/

KALAMAZOOfirstunitedmethodistchurch  

 
UPCOMING WORSHIP 

 
June 11 

2nd Sunday/PRIDE Sunday 
10:00 a.m. Worship 

Rev. Julie Kline 
Disreputable Characters & Misfits 

Matthew 9:9-13 
 

June 18 
Graduation Sunday 
10:00 a.m. Worship 

Rev. Matt Weiler 
It’s an Inside Job 
Matthew 10:5-23 

 

Clergy & Directors 
 

Rev. Julie Kline 

     Lead Pastor 

Rev. Matt Weiler 

     Pastor of Community Formation 

Jacqueline Stilger 

     Director of Music 

Julia Librizzi 

    Director of Children and Families    
 Ministries 

Thom Victor 

     Pastor of Congregational Care 

Ruth LaMachia 

     Director of Business Administration 

We are a Reconciling Congregation, welcoming all. 
 

First United Methodist Church of Kalamazoo invites all persons 

to join us on our journey of faith. Jesus Christ calls us to be an inclusive church that  

exemplifies the kingdom of God. We strive to move toward reconciling  

relationships with all, affirming those who are marginalized for any reason,  

including sexual orientation or gender identity.  
 

We welcome all with  open hearts, open minds, open doors. 

It’s Cool In The Furnace 

WORSHIP LEADERS 

Rev. Dan Duncan, Vickie Winfield  

Director of Music       Organist             

Jacqueline Stilger         Bernie Foulk  

Satellite Worship Coordinator: Pastor Thom Victor 

AV Team: Lucas McGinnis, Bryan Heany, Bob Lane, 

Casey Curran-Lead AV Technician. 

INCLUSIVE LANGUAGE 
 

In our worship, we strive to witness to the whole-

ness of God, embracing the diversity of images of 

God that are found within Scriptures. We will seek 

to include male, female, and gender-neutral lan-

guage and imagery for God, and utilize language 

that helps to avoid binary terms in pronouns and 

images of people. In our hymns and liturgy, we in-

vite you to use pronouns that best express your prac-

tice and affirm your faith.  
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Special Offering: Peace with Justice. Today, June 4, 

we partner with other United Methodist congrega-

tions in a special offering to support advocacy 

around the world. Peace with Justice grants are sup-

porting programs and projects that witness to God’s 

demands for a faithful, just, disarmed, and secure 

world. 
 

All Church Family Fun. Please join the Children and 

Families Ministries Team (CFM) on Saturday, June 

10th at Van Buren State Park for a cook out! Many 

church families will be camping there for our Family 

Camp Weekend. Please join us at 5 p.m. and bring 

food to grill, drinks, and chairs for your family and a 

dish to share with everyone to campsite 59. CFM 

will provide paper-ware and s’more supplies. Please 

park in the overflow parking and walk to campsite 

59. If you’d like to swim and enjoy the day at the 

beach, please join us earlier! Contact Julia Librizzi at 

jlibrizzi@umc-kzo.org for more information. 
 

June Mission of the Month: Board books are now 

distributed in our Little Library. Quality, engaging 

board books, those with sturdy covers and pages, 

are an introduction to print and vocabulary and help 

build a strong bond between child and parent.  

As we work together to create lifelong readers and a 

literate Kalamazoo, you may join in helping to 

launch future readers by placing new or very gently 

used board books in the mission of the month box 

near the entry. If you prefer to contribute money to-

ward books, please designate your contribution 

"board books."  
 

Small Groups. Meet June 4 at 6 p.m. at the church.  

Bay Shore Day Camp On The Road. Attention 

families of K-5th graders! Monday, August 14 - 

Thursday, August 17. Contact Ms. Julia at 

jlibrizzi@umc-kzo.org, for more information. 
 

Kalamazoo Service Project: Day of Service 

~Pop Up Free Store, Thursday June 15, 9 a.m.-

4 p.m. in Wesley Hall. The congregation is in-

vited to bring gently used items from their 

homes beginning Sunday, June 11ꟷafter wor-

ship until noon, and Monday, June 12 to 

Wednesday June 14, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Everyone 

is welcome to sort prior to and assist during 

the Free Store. Sign up at the Welcome Desk. 

Please see a full description of desired items in 

the Around the Corner email.  
 

June Change the World Offering. Next week 

during our morning worship we will collect an 

offering for The Trevor Project. In 1998 The 

Trevor Project launched the Trevor Lifeline, 

the first national crisis intervention and suicide 

prevention lifeline for lesbian, gay, bisexual, 

transgender, queer & questioning youth. The 

mission of The Trevor Project is to end suicide 

among LGBTQ young people. To learn more, 

please visit thetrevorproject.org. 
 

Moms Demand Action For Gun Sense in 

America. Wear Orange Event: Monday, June 5, 

5 p.m. Join us at Bronson Park to commemo-

rate June 2023 National Gun Violence Aware-

ness Day. Hear from local leaders in the gun 

violence prevention advocacy movement and 

from survivors of gun violence. Talk with rep-

resentatives from Kalamazoo organizations 

working with children and adults to keep them 

safe and help them heal from the trauma of 

gun violence. Find out how you can join in ac-

tions in Kalamazoo for gun safety changes. At 

7 p.m. the Kalamazoo City Commission will 

read a Wear Orange proclamation and at dusk 

will light City Hall in orange. 
 

Saving Jesus. "Saving Jesus," a DVD-based 

exploration of a credible Jesus for the 21st cen-

tury, will continue meeting after worship 

through June with the last meeting on June 25. 

John Clark facilitates the discussions. 
 

Graduation Sunday. We will celebrate all 

graduates on June 18. Please send a photo to 

cstakely@umc-kzo.org to be shared in worship. 

Please include your name, school of gradua-

tion, future plans, and a favorite church 

memory. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(269) 381-6340  †  www.umc-kzo.org 

June 4, 2023 

10:00 a.m. 

http://Youtube.com/c/KALAMAZOOfirstunitedmethodistchurch
http://Youtube.com/c/KALAMAZOOfirstunitedmethodistchurch


Scan the QR code below to be directed 
to our Connect Card and let us know 
you were here, share requests for 
prayer, or messages for our church 
and worship leaders. 

THIS WEEK’S EVENTS 

 

Sunday, Jun 4 
10:00 a.m. Worship - Sanctuary 
10:00 a.m. Friendship Village Satellite Worship 
6:00 p.m. Youth Group - Beach Night - Van Buren 

State Park 
6:00 p.m. Small Groups at church 
 

Monday, June 5 
12:45 Prayer Meeting - Chapel 
 

Tuesday, June 6 
9:30 a.m. Worship Planning - Zoom 
6:30 p.m. Manna - Youth Center 
 

Wednesday, June 7 
8:00 a.m. Yoga - Zoom (All are welcome) 
9:00 a.m. Dawn Patrol - Parlor 
12:00 p.m. Cuppa Inspiration - Facebook Live 
12:30 p.m. Food Pantry  
3:00 p.m. HON - TBD 
 

Thursday, June 8 
9:30 a.m. First Stitchers - Fellowship Room 
11:00 a.m. Youth Ministry Team - 305 
 

Friday, June 9 
Family Camping at Van Buren State Park 
 

Saturday, June 10 
1:00 p.m. Memorial Service - Harriet Chalker 
5:00 p.m. All Church Family Fun - Cookout at Van 

Buren State Park campground. Lot 59.  
 

Sunday, June 11 
10:00 a.m. Worship - Sanctuary 
10:00 a.m. Friendship Village Satellite Worship 
 

Monday, June 12 
12:45 p.m. Prayer Group - Chapel 

UMH - United Methodist Hymnal FWS-The Faith We Sing 



 



It’s Cool in the Furnace 
by Buryl Red and Grace Hawthorne 

Directed by Jacqueline Stilger 
 

 
 
 

CAST 
 

King Nebuchadnezzer ................................................. Bixler Weiler 
Daniel .................................................................................. Evelyn Moon 
Wise One #1 .................................................................... Zoe Newman 
Wise One #2 ................................................................... Lilly Harthorn 
Wise One #3 .............................................................. Carolyn Librizzi 
Wise One #4 ................................................................. Coulter Weiler 
Shadrach .................................................................... Campbell Weiler 
Meshach ............................................................. Neela Parthasarathy 
Abednego .....................................................................Grace Harthorn 
Narrator ..................................................................... Penelope Librizzi 
Kings Guard #1 .............................................................. Max Newman 
Kings Guard #2 ............................................................... Kaden Seals 
 

Thank you to all the people who helped  
to make this show possible! 

 

Assistant Director: Peter Robertson 
Scenery and Set Design: Nancy Douglas and Jane Rettke 
Costumes: Carol Grant 
Sound: Bernie Foulk, Bryan Heany, Casey Curran 
Stage Set-Up: Thom Schaberg and crew 
Percussion: Jude Fleishman 
Producers: Julia Librizzi and CFM team 
 
 

A special thanks to all First Beats parents who brought their kids 
faithfully to rehearsals, practiced their lines with them, and have 

instilled a love of God, music, and theatre within them. 



PROGRAM ORDER 
 

Processional 
Shadrach 
Jerusalem Town 
It Pays to Remember 
Tra-La 
Show Us the Dream 
Nebuchadnezzer’s Decree 
Know When to Say “No” 
It’s Cool in the Furnace 
Nebuchadnezzar’s Decree 

*Let the People Praise 
 

*You are invited to sing the refrain  
along with the cast on the final song. 

 

 



This is God’s Wondrous World (vs. 3) 
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