WORSHIP LEADERS Organ Recitals. We welcome back the Lenten March 26, 2023
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diately following Palm Sunday worship. Many
thanks to Donna Dunyak for organizing this
with a little help from the Children and Fami-

11:15 a.m. Light Brunch Cover Logo designed by Rev. Lauren Wright Pittman

INCLUSIVE LANGUAGE

April 9 In our worship, we strive to witness to the whole- lies Ministries Team. There will be baskets by v nvited in th beginni ts t ; ina th ds found
Easter Sunday ness of God, embracing the diversity of images of the doors of Wesley Hall to take a goodwill ou are invited n tNese beginning Moments to request prayers using the prayer cards foun

10:00 a.m. Worship
Rev. Julie Kline
Seeking: Who are you looking for?
John 20:1-18

We’re glad you are our guest today!
If you are worshipping with us for the first
time, please stop by the Welcome Center.

Child care is provided on the second floor
for infants through 3-year-olds with trained

and fully vaccinated staff.

Worship activities for children can be
found on a cart outside the side sanctuary
doors.

LARGE print Bibles and Hymnals are
available at the Park Street entrance.

Hearing assistance devices are available

at the Welcome Center.

Today’s service is being livestreamed
and recorded. You can request a free
copy of the DVD from the office. You can
find previous worship services on our
website: http://www.umc-kzo.org/mp3.asp.

God that are found within Scriptures. We will seek
to include male, female, and gender-neutral lan-
guage and imagery for God, and utilize language
that helps to avoid binary terms in pronouns and
images of people. In our hymns and liturgy, we in-
vite you to use pronouns that best express your prac-
tice and affirm your faith.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Saving Jesus (Parlor). Ever feel like Jesus has been
kidnapped by the Christian Right and discarded by
the Secular Left? "Saving Jesus" is a DVD-based ex-
ploration of a credible Jesus for the 21st century. Join
Marcus Borg, Walter Brueggemann, Amy-Jill Levine,
John Dominic Crossan, and a host of others for a
conversation around the relevance of Jesus for today.
They encourage us to embrace a deeper understand-
ing of our Christian faith that is inclusive and recon-
ciling rather than unique and exclusive. John Clark
will facilitate the discussion.

Seeking: Honest Questions for Deeper Faith. A se-

offering for the brunch. The Children’s Sunday
School Teachers will also have a table with
Easter crafts and activities for the children! We
hope you will join us! All are welcome!

Lenten Labyrinth. You are invited to walk the
labyrinth after worship on Sundays or Monday
- Thursdays between the hours of 9am-4pm.
The labyrinth can take 10-20 minutes to walk
depending on your pace and the time you
spend in the middle. I encourage you to try
this ancient prayer practice to quiet your mind,
center yourself and allow your spirit to be in
prayer, curiosity, and expectation. Peace be
with you. Pastor Julie.

Easter Memorials. As we prepare to celebrate
Easter, we would like to extend an invitation
for you to remember your loved ones by giv-
ing a monetary gift to the church Memorial
Fund. Look for the bright green form at the
Welcome Desk and complete the Memorial

PRELUDE

SUNG RESPONSE

Our Father, Who Art in Heaven
WELCOME & OPENING PRAYER

LIGHTING THE LENTEN CANDLES

We light Lenten candles, to symbolize our journey and our seeking during this
sacred season of spiritual reflection. We are seeking our calling, the sacred, and
how to live as a disciple.

in the pew pocket. The cards will be collected by an usher, shared with clergy, and if you
wish, spoken during the Prayers of the People during worship.
We'd like to connect with you. Please fill out a welcome card found
at the end of the pews and place it in the offering basket by the door.

* Please rise in body or in spirit

Lord, Jesus Christ, Your Light Shines
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gathering and our informal potluck dinner so bring
something to share if you'd like (no pressure) and
plan to join in the fun! Hope to see you there!

April Mission of the Month is Sunnyside UMC’s
Growing Community Garden. Save April 29 for the
building and gardening project day. More infor-
mation to come soon.

ship. Children’s Sunday School resumes on
Sunday, April 16.

Connection Campaign. After Easter, the
church will seek better connection with our
church community via a campaign to verify
contact information. Help the church to keep
you in touch and offer you new opportunities.
Look for us on April 23.

FIRST SCRIPTURE READING

CALL TO CONFESSION

KYRIE #482

Lord, Have Mercy

Ezekiel 37:1-14

Derek Wheaton

(UMH-red hymnal)


http://Youtube.com/c/KALAMAZOOfirstunitedmethodistchurch
http://Youtube.com/c/KALAMAZOOfirstunitedmethodistchurch

PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Jesus of Nazareth, I confess: I forget that you know this feeling. I forget
that you, too, have wept. I forget that you, too, have lost. I forget that you,
too, have gathered at the tomb, have grieved for a friend, have felt the
sting of humanity. Forgive me for all the times I place blame on you. For-
give me for all the times I create distance, imagining that you could never
feel what I feel. Forgive me for allowing the valley of dry bones to be a sea
of space between us. Pour yourself into the cracks in my heart. Bring these
bones back to life. Bring me closer to you. With gratitude I pray, amen.

WORDS OF FORGIVENESS

Friends, you could spend your whole life ignoring God, pushing God away, or trying to
solve the world’s problems all on your own, and God would still love you all the same.
Even in our shortcomings, we are God’s beloved. So hear and believe this good news:
We are saved by grace through faith. We belong to God. We are not alone.

*PEACE CANDLE AND PASSING THE PEACE
A TIME FOR THE CHILD WITHIN US ALL
SECOND SCRIPTURE John 11:17-44

This is what the spirit is saying to the church.
Thanks be to God.

SERMON Revival, the Breath of Life Rev. Julie Kline

CHORAL ANTHEM Dem Bones Trad. Spiritual arr. Larry Nickel

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH

Rev. Kline: We believe that God loves us

All: God loves us enough to weep when we are gone.
Rev. Kline: We believe that God does not give up on us
All: breathing new life into tired bones.

Rev. Kline: We believe that God returns to us

All: always seeking us when we are lost.

Rev. Kline: We believe that God holds hope for us

All: so we hold onto hope as well.

Rev. Kline: We believe, help our unbelief.

All: In Christ’s name we pray, amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our God/Father/Mother, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

*THE DOXOLOGY
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love_____ in Christ__ in - to our hearts.

Text by GW. Dub Shepherd Used with permission Tune: Wareham William Knapp 1738

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (praying together)

Almighty and restoring God, we have been living through some difficult
days, as churches and as individuals. We experience days when we rise,
wondering if we will make it through one more day, whether the church will
survive for another generation; and we feel like those dry bones in the val-
ley. As we offer ourselves, help us to hear the word of hope the prophet
shares, not just with our ears but with our hearts. May it call us back to life
and service, out of the graves of despair in which we have buried ourselves.
In Christ’s holy name. Amen.

*OUR SHARED LIFE
*HYMN #577 God of Grace and God of Glory (UMH-red hymnal)

BLESSING

POSTLUDE Prelude in C major J.S. Bach

We are a Reconciling Congregation, welcoming all.

First United Methodist Church of Kalamazoo invites all persons
to join us on our journey of faith. Jesus Christ calls us to be an inclusive church that
exemplifies the kingdom of God. We strive to move toward reconciling
relationships with all, affirming those who are marginalized for any reason,
including sexual orientation or gender identity.

We welcome all with open hearts, open minds, open doors.

THIS WEEK’S EVENTS

Sunday, March 26

10:00 a.m. Worship - Sanctuary

10:00 a.m. Friendship Village Satellite Worship
11:00 a.m. Adult Sunday School

11:00 a.m. Open Labyrinth - Wesley Hall

Monday, March 27
9:00 - 4:00 Mon-Thur. Open Labyrinth - Wesley Hall
12:45 p.m. Prayer Group - Chapel

Tuesday, March 28

10:00 a.m. Book Club - Parlor
4:15 p.m. First Beats - Choir Room
6:30 p.m. Church Council - Zoom
6:30 p.m. Manna - Youth Center

Wednesday, March 29

8:00 a.m. Yoga - Zoom (All are welcome)
9:00 a.m. Dawn Patrol - Parlor

12:00 p.m. Cuppa Inspiration - Facebook Live
12:30 p.m. Food Pantry

3:00 p.m. HON - Zoom

7:00 p.m. Lenten Small Group - Zoom

Thursday, March 30

9:30 a.m. First Stitchers - Fellowship Room
9:30 a.m. Office Team Meeting - Virtual
11:00 a.m. Youth Ministry Team - 305
12:00 p.m. Organ Recital - Sanctuary

1:30 p.m. Columbarium Inurnment - Chapel
2:30 p.m. Memorial Service - Sanctuary
6:00 p.m. Handbell Ensemble - Wesley Hall
7:15 p.m. Chancel Singers - Wesley Hall

Friday, March 31

Saturday, April 1

No activities scheduled

Sunday, April 2

9:45 a.m. Blessing of the Palms - Bronson Park
10:00 a.m. Worship - Sanctuary

10:00 a.m. Friendship Village Satellite Worship
11:00 a.m. Open Labyrinth - Wesley Hall

11:00 a.m. Adult Sunday School

11:15 a.m. Confirmation Class

11:15 a.m. Palm Sunday Brunch - Wesley Hall

6:00 p.m. Youth Group - Youth Center

6:00 p.m. Small Groups

Scan the QR code below to be directed
to our Connect Card and let us know
you were here, share requests for
prayer, or messages for our church
leaders and worship leaders.




482 Lord, Have Mercy

Repeated sections are sung first by the Leader and then by All.
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Music @ 1985 The United Methodist Publishing House




Lift High the Cross
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WORDS: George William Kitchin and Michael Robert Newbolt, 1916, alt.
MUSIC: Sydney Hugo Nicholson, 1916

1974 Hope Publishing Co.
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1. Come, Chris-tians, fol - low this tri-um-phant sign. The
2. Each new-born ser - vant of the Cru- ¢i — fied bears
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