UPCOMING SUNDAY WORSHIP

March 19
The 4th Sunday of Lent
10:00 a.m. Worship
Rev. Matt Weiler
Seeking: Who sinned?
John 9:1-12

March 26
The 5th Sunday of Lent
10:00 a.m. Worship
Rev. Julie Kline
Seeking: Can These Bones Live?
Ezekiel 37:1-14, John 11:17-44

We’re glad you are our guest today!
If you are worshipping with us for the first
time, please stop by the Welcome Center.
Child care is provided on the second floor
for infants through 3-year-olds with trained
and fully vaccinated staff.

Worship activities for children can be
found on a cart outside the side sanctuary
doors.

LARGE print Bibles and Hymnals are
available at the Park Street entrance.
Hearing assistance devices are available
at the Welcome Center.

Today’s service is being livestreamed
and recorded. You can request a free
copy of the DVD from the office. You can
find previous worship services on our
website: http://www.umc-kzo.org/mp3.asp.
You may view worship services on our
YouTube channel: YouTube.com/c/
KALAMAZOOfirstunitedmethodistchurch

Clergy & Directors

Rev. Julie Kline

Lead Pastor
Rev. Matt Weiler

Pastor of Community Formation
Jacqueline Stilger

Director of Music
Julia Librizzi

Director of Children and Families

Ministries

Thom Victor

Pastor of Congregational Care
Ruth LaMachia

Director of Business Administration

WORSHIP LEADERS
Rev. Julie Kline, Rev. Matt Weiler, Julia Librizzi
Kathy Braginton, Matthew Cook, Ruth LaMachia,
Donna Dunyak, Magen Lindstrom, Phil VanOrman,
First Beats Children’s Ensemble

Director of Music
Jacqueline Stilger

Organist

Bernie Foulk
Acolytes: Arya McGinnis & Harbor Lindstrom
Satellite Worship Coordinator: Pastor Thom Victor

AV Team: Lucas McGinnis, Bryan Heany, Drew
Eaton, Casey Curran-Lead AV Technician.

The rosebud on the altar is in celebration of Asher
Lee Schwettman, born to Olivia and Ashton.
Proud great-grandmother is Barbara Goodwin!

Liturgy adapted from a prayer by Rev. Sarah A.
Speed | A Sanctified Art LLC | sanctifiedart.org

Cover Logo designed by Rev. Lauren Wright Pittman
INCLUSIVE LANGUAGE

In our worship, we strive to witness to the whole-
ness of God, embracing the diversity of images of
God that are found within Scriptures. We will seek
to include male, female, and gender-neutral lan-
guage and imagery for God, and utilize language
that helps to avoid binary terms in pronouns and
images of people. In our hymns and liturgy, we in-
vite you to use pronouns that best express your prac-
tice and affirm your faith.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Manna and Mercy. Please join Pastor Matt as we
walk through the Narrative Arc of Scripture. This
class is open to adults as well as youth and each ses-
sion will stand alone. Meets in the Fellowship Room.

Seeking: Honest Questions for Deeper Faith. A se-
ries of scripture and art reflections each Sunday dur-
ing Lent. Dig deeper into the themes with Pastor Ju-
lie following worship. Booklets available at the Wel-
come Desk. Meets in the chapel. No need to have
attended previously, each week is a new session.

Church History Video. After worship today you're
invited to view a 7-minute video of this congrega-
tion's history displayed on a monitor outside the
sanctuary doors. It features both the senior pastors
who led this church beginning in 1925 and the work
of lay people who were committed to fostering
Christian discipleship and community outreach.

Organ Recitals. We welcome back the Lenten Organ
recitals each Thursday at noon. This Thursday,
March 16, we welcome Dr. Andrew Meagher, Pasto-
ral Musician of St. Kieran’s Catholic Church, Shelby
Township. Please join us!

Jazz Concert. On Sunday, March 19, 3:00 p.m.,
there will be a free jazz concert in our sanctu-
ary by the Baylor Project jazz group from Bay-
lor University in Texas. This concert is a collab-
orative effort between Allen Chapel AME
Church and our congregation.

Change the World Offering. UMCOR Water,
Sanitation, and Hygiene (WASH) accompanies
and empowers families and communities to
identify their water, sanitation and hygiene
behavior goals and decide solutions that will
ensure continued access to clean water and
healthy disposal of waste in an integrated
manner towards improved health and service
outcomes. Objectives 1. Underserved popula-
tions have sustainable access to basic WASH
services, including improved indoor air; 2.
UMCOR field offices and external partners ex-
change best practices to jointly achieve clear
and concise global targets; 3. Monitoring and
evaluation of WASH activities demonstrate
impact and communicate needs; 4. Individuals,
congregations, and agencies within the Meth-
odist church share strategic direction and re-
sources to increase the impact of WASH activi-
ties.

March 22: Annual Advocacy Day. Join Michi-
gan United Methodists for the first annual Ad-
vocacy Day at Central UMC in Lansing. This
will be a day of prayer, public witness, and
meetings with your elected officials about gun
safety. Registration costs $20 to help cover re-
lated expenses, and scholarships are available.
Contact Lisa Batten, Ibatten@michiganumc.org
for carpool information.

Lenten Labyrinth. You are invited to walk the
labyrinth after worship on Sundays or Monday
- Thursdays between the hours of 9am-4pm.
The labyrinth can take 10-20 minutes to walk
depending on your pace and the time you
spend in the middle. I encourage you to try
this ancient prayer practice to quiet your mind,
center yourself and allow your spirit to be in
prayer, curiosity, and expectation. Peace be
with you. Pastor Julie.

Easter Memorials. As we prepare to celebrate
Easter, we would like to extend an invitation
for you to remember your loved ones by
providing Easter tulips for the floral decoration
on Easter Sunday or by giving a monetary gift
to the church Memorial Fund. Forms are the
bright green insert and may be left at the Wel-
come Center. Each tulip plant is $6.

You are invited in these beginning moments to request prayers using the prayer cards found
in the pew pocket. The cards will be collected by an usher, shared with clergy, and if you
wish, spoken during the Prayers of the People during worship.

We'd like to connect with you. Please fill out a welcome card found
at the end of the pews and place it in the offering basket by the door.

GATHERING MUSIC

WELCOME & OPENING PRAYER Rev. Julie Kline
LIGHTING THE LENTEN CANDLES Phil VanOrman, Matthew Cook
We light Lenten candles, to symbolize our journey and our seeking during this
sacred season of spiritual reflection. We are seeking our calling, the sacred,

and how to live as a disciple.

SUNG RESPONSE Lord, Jesus Christ, Your Light Shines
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light shines with-in us. Let my heart al-ways wel-come your love,

Words and music by Jacques Berthier Copyright 1998, Ateliers et Presses de Taize, admin. by GIA Publications, |
Used with permission Onelicense A-717536

We are a Reconciling Congregation, welcoming all.

First United Methodist Church of Kalamazoo invites all persons
to join us on our journey of faith. Jesus Christ calls us to be an inclusive church that
exemplifies the kingdom of God. We strive to move toward reconciling
relationships with all, affirming those who are marginalized for any reason,
including sexual orientation or gender identity.

We welcome all with open hearts, open minds, open doors.


http://Youtube.com/c/KALAMAZOOfirstunitedmethodistchurch
http://Youtube.com/c/KALAMAZOOfirstunitedmethodistchurch

CALL TO CONFESSION Matthew Cook

KYRIE #482 Lord, Have Mercy (UMH-red hymnal)

PRAYER OF CONFESSION Phil VanOrman

God of love, we confess that the well of love in our souls sometimes runs
dry. Forgive our sin, fill us with your Word, and open that spring of life in
us, that we may flow freely with your love for all the world. We worship you
in spirit and in truth. Speak to us. Jesus, help us listen. Amen.

*GOSPEL READING  John 4:5-30

This is what the spirit is saying to the church.
Thanks be to God.

*SUNG RESPONSE You Will Draw Water, Joyfully William Monaghan
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You will draw wa - ter joy - ful-ly from the springs of sal-va - tion.

Text inspired by scripture. Music by William Monaghan. Copyright 2010 William Monaghan Used with permission.

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH Kathy Braginton

Generous God, your Word is a spring of water gushing up to eternal life.
Like the woman of Samaria we come to the well of your Word to drink, to
be satisfied, to receive life. Fill the jars of our hearts with your love. Draw
from the deep well of your grace and change us. Make us living vessels of
your love for a world that is thirsty for you. Come, you are invited to dip
your fingers in the water, reminding us that the living waters of God are a
gift of renewal. Amen.

INVITATION TO THE WATERS AND CHANGE THE WORLD OFFERING
SUNG RESPONSE  You Will Draw Water, Joyfully
*PEACE CANDLE AND PASSING OF THE PEACE Rev. Matt Weiler

CHORAL RESPONSE Everyone ‘neath the Vine and Fig Tree Israeli folk tune
arr. S. McRae

A TIME FOR THE CHILD WITHIN US ALL Julia Librizzi

MESSAGE Sacred Places of Mutuality Rev. Julie Kline

*MUSICAL RESPONSE #2145 I've Got Peace Like a River (FWS-black hymnal)

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER

CALL TO OFFERING Deb Search Willoughby

OFFERTORY ANTHEM  Can You Hear Me?

Jim Papoulis

*THE DOXOLOGY
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love____ in Christ__ in - to our hearts.

Text by GW. Dub Shepherd Used with permission Tune: Wareham William Knopp 1738

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (praying together) Matthew Cook

God, our provider, your love and hope fill our hearts, so we want to worship
you in Spirit and truth. Open our eyes to see the places in this neighbor-
hood where our church’s ministries could reach new people. Direct our gifts
and offerings for your purposes, so that our community will become like a
gushing spring of living water. We ask this through Christ, the wellspring of
our lives. Amen.

OUR SHARED LIFE

*HYMN O Fill My Cup

O fill my cup, let it overflow, O fill my cup, let it overflow,
O fill my cup, let it overflow, Let it overflow with love.

O fill my cup, let it overflow, O fill my cup, let it overflow,
O fill my cup, let it overflow, Let it overflow with love.

O fill my cup, Jesus loves me, this I know,
O fill my cup, for the bible tells me so,
O fill my cup, little ones to him belong, they are weak but he is strong.

O fill my cup, let it overflow, O fill my cup, let it overflow,
O fill my cup, let it overflow, Let it overflow with love.

BLESSING

UMH - United Methodist Hymnal, FWS-The Faith We Sing

THIS WEEK'S EVENTS

Sunday, March 12

10:00 a.m. Worship - Sanctuary

10:00 a.m. Friendship Village Satellite Worship
11:00 a.m. Sunday School for all ages

11:00 a.m. Open Labyrinth - Wesley Hall

6:00 p.m. Youth Group - Youth Center

Monday, March 13

9:00 - 4:00 Mon-Thur. Open Labyrinth - Wesley Hall
12:45 p.m. Prayer Group - Chapel

1:00 p.m. Building & Grounds - Zoom

Tuesday, March 14

9:30 a.m. Worship Planning - Zoom
12:30 p.m. All Staff Meeting - Parlor
4:15 p.m. First Beats - Choir Room

6:30 p.m. Manna - Youth Center

Wednesday, March 15

8:00 a.m. Yoga - Zoom (All are welcome)
9:00 a.m. Dawn Patrol - Parlor

9:30 a.m. Caring Committee - Chapel

12:00 p.m. Cuppa Inspiration - Facebook Live
12:30 p.m. Food Pantry

3:00 p.m. HON - Zoom

7:00 p.m. Lenten Small Group - Zoom

Thursday, March 16

9:30 a.m. First Stitchers - Fellowship Room

9:30 a.m. Trustees - Zoom

11:00 a.m. Youth Ministry Team - 305

12:00 p.m. Organ Recital - Sanctuary

6:00 p.m. Handbell Ensemble - Wesley Hall

7:15 p.m. Chancel Singers - Wesley Hall

8:00 p.m. Youth Ministry Team Book Study - Zoom

Friday, March 17

Saturday, March 18
No activities scheduled

Sunday, March 19

10:00 a.m. Worship - Sanctuary

10:00 a.m. Friendship Village Satellite Worship

11:00 a.m. Sunday School for all ages

Chapel

3:00 p.m. Baylor Project Jazz Concert - Sanctuary

6:00 p.m. Youth Group - Youth Center

6:00 p.m. Small Groups - Parks/Parlor/Chapel/
Kitchen

Scan the QR code below to be directed
to our Connect Card and let us know
you were here, share requests for
prayer, or messages for our church
leaders and worship leaders.




482 Lord, Have Mercy

Repeated sections are sung first by the Leader and then by All.
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WORDS: Ancient Greek KRIEWALD KYRIE
MUSIC: James A. Kriewald, 1985 Irr.
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Music @ 1985 The United Methodist Publishing House




I've Got Peace Like a River
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2. I’ve got joy like a fountain ... 3. I’ve got love like an ocean ...
WORDS: African American spiritual PEACE LIKE A RIVER
MUSIC:  African American spiritual 7711D
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