
We’re glad you are our guest today!  

If you are worshipping with us for the first 

time, please stop by the Welcome Center. 

Child care with trained and fully vaccinat-

ed staff is provided on the second floor for 

infants through three-year-olds.  

Worship activities for children can be 

found on a cart outside the side sanctuary 

doors.  

LARGE print Bibles and Hymnals are 

available at the Park Street entrance.  

Hearing assistance devices are available 

at the Welcome Center. 

Today’s service is being livestreamed 

and recorded. You can request a free 

copy of the DVD from the office. You can 

find previous worship services on our  

website: http://www.umc-kzo.org/mp3.asp. 

You may view worship services on our 

YouTube channel: YouTube.com/c/

KALAMAZOOfirstunitedmethodistchurch  

UPCOMING WORSHIP 
 

April 6 
Holy Thursday 

7:00 p.m. Worship 
Rev. Matt Weiler 

Seeking: Will you wash my feet? 
 

April 7 
Good Friday 

7:00 p.m. Worship 
Rev. Julie Kline 

Seeking: Why have you forsaken me? 
 

April 9 
Easter Sunday 

10:00 a.m. Worship 
Rev. Julie Kline 

John 20:1-18 
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We are a Reconciling Congregation, welcoming all. 
 

First United Methodist Church of Kalamazoo invites all persons 

to join us on our journey of faith. Jesus Christ calls us to be an inclusive church that  

exemplifies the kingdom of God. We strive to move toward reconciling  

relationships with all, affirming those who are marginalized for any reason,  

including sexual orientation or gender identity.  
 

We welcome all with  open hearts, open minds, open doors. 
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Liturgy adapted from a prayer by Rev. Sarah A. 
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INCLUSIVE LANGUAGE 

In our worship, we strive to witness to the whole-

ness of God, embracing the diversity of images of 

God that are found within Scriptures. We will seek 

to include male, female, and gender-neutral lan-

guage and imagery for God, and utilize language 

that helps to avoid binary terms in pronouns and 

images of people. In our hymns and liturgy, we in-

vite you to use pronouns that best express your prac-

tice and affirm your faith.  
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Palm Sunday Brunch. The whole church is invited 

to a light brunch in Wesley Hall immediately follow-

ing this morning’s worship. Many thanks to Donna 

Dunyak for organizing this with a little help from 

the Children and Families Ministries Team. There 

will be baskets by the doors of Wesley Hall to take a 

goodwill offering for the brunch. All are welcome! 
 

Seeking: Honest Questions for Deeper Faith, a se-

ries of scripture and art reflections each Sunday dur-

ing Lent. Dig deeper into the themes with Pastor Ju-

lie following worship. Booklets available at the Wel-

come Desk. Meets in the chapel. No need to have 

attended previously as each week is a new session. 

We’ll begin at 11:45 after attending the brunch! 
 

Small Groups. Our next small group gatherings will 

be this evening. Activities offered this evening will 

include: Multigenerational Games/Cards (including 

MahJong this week), Lenten Book Study, working on 

your own unfinished crafts, and Yoga with Pastor 

Julie. We will start off with a time of community 

gathering and our informal potluck dinner so bring 

something to share if you’d like (no pressure) and 

plan to join in the fun! Hope to see you there! 

Children’s Sunday School. There will be no 

Children’s Sunday school after church on Sun-

day, April 2, or April 9 due to Palm Sunday 

and Easter Sunday celebrations. On these Sun-

days there will be Nursery for infants through 

4 year old children and Godly Play during 

worship. Children’s Sunday School resumes on 

Sunday, April 16. 
 

Holy Thursday, April 6, 7:00 p.m. (childcare 

available in room 204 ) In these final hours of 

accompanying Jesus to his grave, can we seek a 

posture of trust just as the first disciples did as 

Jesus washed their feet? Can we allow our-

selves to be embraced and loved, by our neigh-

bor and by God? Will we care for one another 

as Jesus commands? In the turbulent events 

that are to follow, will we remember to show 

our love? Let us commune with the Holy One 

through breaking bread, drinking the cup, 

singing hymns, and praying together.  
 

Good Friday, April 7, 7:00 p.m. (childcare 

available in room 204 ) On this night we walk 

the way of sorrow with Jesus as we pray, lis-

ten, sing the reflective hymns of Good Friday. 

Of all the questions in our Lenten worship se-

ries, “Why have you forsaken me?” remains 

the most unanswerable. Jesus’ final lament 

gives voice to all those who have been forsak-

en—those who suffer injustice, those who are 

abandoned, those who are unjustly convicted. 

Instead of trying to answer this question with 

logic or theology, we are invited to live it, to sit 

with it. In this time of deep reflection as the 

cello draws us in musically, we are attentive to 

staying awake and listening to the need within 

and around us.  
 

Easter Sunday, April 9, 10:00 a.m. (childcare 

available in room 204 ) After nights of deep 

darkness, we come in the bright light of Easter 

morning and celebrate that Christ is risen in-

deed! Resurrection is possible. It is a glorious 

morning filled with tulips, lilies, brass and tim-

pani, voices raised in joy, all proclaiming 

“Alleluia!” On this glorious morning let us lis-

ten for a stone rolled away and the sounds of 

new life. Let us hear death moved aside for the 

sounds of life, wholeness, and resurrection. 

Jesus is alive and together we will sing the 

“Hallelujah Chorus” once again.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

April 2, 2023 

10:00 a.m. 

http://Youtube.com/c/KALAMAZOOfirstunitedmethodistchurch
http://Youtube.com/c/KALAMAZOOfirstunitedmethodistchurch


Scan the QR code below to be directed 
to our Connect Card and let us know 
you were here, share requests for 
prayer, or messages for our church 
leaders and worship leaders. 

THIS WEEK’S EVENTS 

 

Sunday, April 2 
9:45 a.m. Blessing of the Palms - Bronson Park 
10:00 a.m. Worship - Sanctuary 
10:00 a.m. Friendship Village Satellite Worship 
11:00 a.m. Adult Sunday School 
11:15 a.m. Confirmation Class 
11:15 a.m. Palm Sunday Brunch - Wesley Hall 
6:00 p.m. Youth Group - Off-site 
6:00 p.m. Small Groups 
 

Monday, April 3 
12:45 p.m. Prayer Group - Chapel 
 

Tuesday, April 4 
4:15 p.m. First Beats - Choir Room 
6:30 p.m. Manna - Youth Center 
 

Wednesday, April 5 
8:00 a.m. Yoga - Zoom (All are welcome) 
9:00 a.m. Dawn Patrol - Parlor 
12:00 p.m. Cuppa Inspiration - Facebook Live 
12:30 p.m. Food Pantry  
3:00 p.m. HON - Zoom 
7:00 p.m. Lenten Small Group - Zoom 
 

Thursday, April 6 
9:30 a.m. First Stitchers - Fellowship Room 
11:00 a.m. Youth Ministry Team - 305 
4:00 p.m. Leadership Team - Zoom 
7:00 p.m. Holy Thursday Worship - Sanctuary 
8:00 p.m. Chancel Singers Rehearsal - Choir Room 
 

Friday, April 7 
7:00 p.m. Good Friday Worship - Sanctuary 
 

Saturday, April 8 
No activities scheduled 
 

Sunday, April 9 
Alleluia! Christ is Risen! Christ is risen indeed! 
10:00 a.m. Worship - Sanctuary 
10:00 a.m. Friendship Village Satellite Worship 
11:00 a.m. Coffee & Fellowship - Perks Area 
 

UMH - United Methodist Hymnal 
FWS-The Faith We Sing 
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