UPCOMING SUNDAY WORSHIP

March 5
The 2nd Sunday of Lent
10:00 a.m. Worship
Rev. Matt Weiler
Seeking: How do we begin again?
John 3:1-17, Genesis 12:1-4a

March 12
The 3rd Sunday of Lent
10:00 a.m. Worship
Rev. Julie Kline
Seeking: Will You Give Me a
Drink?
John 4:5-42, Exodus 17:1-7

We’re glad you are our guest today!
If you are worshipping with us for the first
time, please stop by the Welcome Center.
Child care is provided on the second floor
for infants through 3-year-olds with trained
and fully vaccinated staff.

Worship activities for children can be
found on a cart outside the side sanctuary
doors.

LARGE print Bibles and Hymnals are
available at the Park Street entrance.
Hearing assistance devices are available
at the Welcome Center.

Today’s service is being livestreamed
and recorded. You can request a free
copy of the DVD from the office. You can
find previous worship services on our
website: http://www.umc-kzo.org/mp3.asp.
You may view worship services on our
YouTube channel: YouTube.com/c/
KALAMAZOOfirstunitedmethodistchurch
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INCLUSIVE LANGUAGE

In our worship, we strive to witness to the whole-
ness of God, embracing the diversity of images of
God that are found within Scriptures. We will seek
to include male, female, and gender-neutral lan-
guage and imagery for God, and utilize language
that helps to avoid binary terms in pronouns and
images of people. In our hymns and liturgy, we in-
vite you to use pronouns that best express your prac-
tice and affirm your faith.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

A History of Racism: An Experiential Journey via
the Power of Film. An immersive experience of
what Black brothers and sisters have endured. Mark
Stucky leads the final session in the Parlor at 11:15
a.m. on. Those not able to attend can view resources
and links at cinemaspirit.info/race.

Manna and Mercy. Please join Pastor Matt as we
walk through the Narrative Arc of Scripture. This
class is open to adults as well as youth and each ses-
sion will stand alone. Meets in the Fellowship Room.

Seeking: Honest Questions for Deeper Faith. A se-
ries of scripture and art reflections that correspond
with the worship and preaching themes each Sun-
day during the Season of Lent. Dig deeper into the
themes with Pastor Julie following worship. Booklets
availble at the Welcome Desk. Meets in the chapel.

Organ Recitals. We welcome back the Lenten Organ
recitals after a 2-year Covid hiatus. This Thursday at
noon, organist Michael Montgomery, Director of
Music and Organist at Immanuel Lutheran Church,
Kalamazoo will kick off the series. Please join us!

Lenten Weekday Book Study. Join us in discussing
Walter Brueggemann's Lenten book of devotions A
Way Other Than Our Own. Carol Hodges will be
leading this series on Wednesday evenings by
Zoom, 7:00-8:00 pm, and Thursday mornings in per-
son at the church 10:30-11:30. Registration requested.

Faith Milestones. An opportunity for our 3rd -
5th graders! Today at 5:30 p.m. we will share
dinner and learn about prayer and communion
with hopes of helping to lead communion on
Sunday, March 5, 2023. Please email Ms. Julia
at jlibrizzi@umc-kzo.org for more info.

Bowling! The Children and Families Ministries
Team invite all to save the date for the March
All Church Family Fun! 6-8 p.m. Friday, March
10, 2023, Bowling Party at Airway Lanes,
please RSVP to jlibrizz@umc-kzo.org by Sun-
day, March 5th with how many bowlers will
attend so we have enough lanes for all of us!
Cost is $10 per person, which includes shoes.
We'll have the alleys from 6 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.
at Airway Lanes (5626 Portage Road), but plan
to arrive by 5:45 to rent shoes and find that
perfect ball so we're ready to roll at 6 p.m.!

A 5K Walk to End Homelessness. Saturday,
March 18, starting at the Kalamazoo Growlers
Baseball Stadium at 10 a.m. Join Housing Re-
sources, Inc’s (HRI) fundraising event with a
goal of $110,000 to provide housing assistance
to Kalamazoo residents. Registration is open
on the HRI website, housingresourcesinc.org.

Church History Video. After worship today
you're invited to view a 7-minute video of this
congregation's history that will be playing on a
monitor right outside the sanctuary doors. It
features both the senior pastors who led this
church beginning in 1925 and the work of lay
people who were committed to fostering Chris-
tian discipleship and community outreach.

Lenten Labyrinth. The labyrinth will be set up
in Wesley Hall throughout the season of Lent.
You are invited to walk the labyrinth after
worship on Sundays or Monday - Thursdays
between the hours of 9am-4pm. This labyrinth
requires the removal of your shoes to preserve
the cloth of the labyrinth. The labyrinth can
take 10-20 minutes to walk depending on your
pace and the time you spend in the middle.
There will also be prayer stations set up, please
make use of them to enhance your time of
prayer and contemplation. If you have never
walked a labyrinth, I encourage you to try this
ancient prayer practice to quiet your mind,
center yourself and allow your spirit to be in
prayer, curiosity, and expectation. Peace be
with you. Pastor Julie.

February 26, 2023
10:00 a.m.

seeking:

Who will you
listen to?

You are invited in these beginning moments to request prayers using the prayer cards found
in the pew pocket. The cards will be collected by an usher, shared with clergy, and if you
wish, spoken during the Prayers of the People during worship.

We'd like to connect with you. Please fill out a welcome card found
at the end of the pews and place it in the offering basket by the door.

PRELUDE

Prelude J. Langlais

WELCOME & OPENING PRAYER Rev. Julie Kline
LIGHTING THE LENTEN CANDLES

We light Lenten candles, to symbolize our journey and our seeking during this sa-
cred season of spiritual reflection. We are seeking our calling, the sacred, and how to
live as a disciple.

SUNG RESPONSE  Lord, Jesus Christ, Your Light Shines
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Wwords and music by Jacques Berthier Copyright 1998, Ateliers et Presses de Taize, admin. by GIA Publications, |
Used with permission Onelicense A-717536

SCRIPTURE READING Genesis 2:15-17, 3:1-5 (The Living Bible) Dawn Wheaton

SMUDGING OF ASHES Rev. Matt Weiler

KYRIE #482 Lord, Have Mercy (UMH-red hymnal)


http://Youtube.com/c/KALAMAZOOfirstunitedmethodistchurch
http://Youtube.com/c/KALAMAZOOfirstunitedmethodistchurch

RECEIVING ASHES

We receive ashes as a personal act of remembrance, repentance and as a sign or
witness for others. The ashes come from the burnt palms of last year's Palm/Passion
celebration which begins Holy Week, bringing us back to the passion, death, and res-
urrection of Jesus for us. Due to an ice storm on Wednesday, we mark our foreheads
today on the first Sunday of Lent to proclaim our desire to seek God in this sacred
season of Lent.

WORDS OF FORGIVENESS

Friends, even when we tune God out, even when we prioritize other voices, even when
we do all the talking and fail to listen, we are still held by God. Our sins are forgiven.
Nothing could ever separate us from God’s love.

PEACE CANDLE AND PASSING OF THE PEACE

A TIME FOR THE CHILD WITHIN US ALL Julia Librizzi

CHORAL INVOCATION Listen to the Word Canadian, source unknown
Listen to the word which God has spoken, listen to the one who is close at hand, Listen to
the one that began creation, listen even if you don't understand.

SECOND SCRIPTURE READING  Matthew 4:1-11

This is what the spirit is saying to the church.
Thanks be to God.

MESSAGE The Sacred Act of Listening Rev. Julie Kline

MUSICAL RESPONSE #2202 Come Away with Me (FWS-black hymnal)

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH

In a world full of noise,

we believe that God is speaking.

In a world full of chaos,

we believe that God is singing.

In a world full of temptation,

we believe that God is healing.

Church, who will you listen to?

We will listen to God—our Creator, Friend, and Guide.
Church, what will you listen for?

We will listen for water in the desert, for the wind of the Spirit,
for the laughter of children, for the sound of open doors,
and for God's voice, who calls us beloved. Amen

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER

OFFERTORY ANTHEM O Bless the Lord Mikhail Ippolitove-Ivanov
O bless the Lord, my soul, O bless the Lord. Blessed art thou, O Lord. O bless the Lord, and let all that
is within me bless his holy name. O bless the Lord, and do not forget all of his generous acts: who for-
gives all of your wrongs, your iniquities, your sins, and who heals all your diseases, all of your ills; who
redeems your life from destruction; who crowns you with loving kindness, compassion and steadfast
love. O bless the Lord, my soul, and let all that is within me bless his holy name. O bless the Lord, My
soul. Bless the Lord.

*THE DOXOLOGY

Praise God throughout these for - ty days. Praise Christ, our Lord, whom God did
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Text by GW. Dub Shepherd Used with permission Tune: Wareham William Knapp 1738

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (praying together)

Generous God, as we remember Jesus’ temptation in the wilderness, we
acknowledge the temptation that pursues so many of us: to measure our
worth, our power and our security by what we have. We offer ourselves to
you this morning, we pray that you might deliver us from the temptation of
building our lives around what belongs to us. Continually lead us to the
conviction that what matters is that we belong to you. We pray in the name
of our Savior and Redeemer. Amen.

OUR SHARED LIFE & CALL TO OFFERING

Rev. Julie Kline

*HYMN Who Will You Listen To?
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Copyright Anna Strickland, 2021. Commissioned by A Sanctified Art, LLC. Used with permission
BLESSING

POSTLUDE Preambulum ind H. Scheidemann

UMH - United Methodist Hymnal, FWS-The Faith We Sing

THIS WEEK’S EVENTS

Sunday, February 26

10:00 a.m. Worship - Sanctuary

10:00 a.m. Friendship Village Satellite Worship
11:00 a.m. Sunday School for all ages

11:00 a.m. Open Labyrinth - Wesley Hall

5:30 p.m. Faith Milestones - Wesley Hall

6:00 p.m. Youth Group - Youth Center

Monday, February 27
9:00 - 4:00 Mon-Thur. Open Labyrinth - Wesley Hall
12:45 p.m. Prayer Group - Chapel
2:00 p.m. Osher Lifelong Learning Institute:
A History of Racism - Parlor

Tuesday, February 28

9:30 a.m. Worship Planning - Zoom
10:00 a.m. Book Club - Parlor
12:00 p.m. Facilities Team - Parlor
4:15 p.m. First Beats - Choir Room
6:30 p.m. Church Council - Parlor
6:30 p.m. Manna - Youth Center

Wednesday, March 1

8:00 a.m. Yoga - Zoom (All are welcome)
9:00 a.m. Dawn Patrol - Parlor

12:00 p.m. Cuppa Inspiration - Facebook Live
12:30 p.m. Food Pantry

3:00 p.m. HON - Zoom

7:00 p.m. Lenten Small Group - Zoom

Thursday, March 2

9:30 a.m. First Stitchers - Fellowship Room

10:30 a.m. Lenten Book Study - Parlor

11:00 a.m. Youth Ministry Team - 305

12:00 p.m. Organ Recital - Sanctuary

6:00 p.m. Handbell Ensemble - Wesley Hall

7:15 p.m. Chancel Singers - Wesley Hall

Friday, March 3 & Saturday March 4

No activities scheduled

Sunday, March 5

10:00 a.m. Worship - Sanctuary

10:00 a.m. Friendship Village Satellite Worship

11:00 a.m. Sunday School for all ages

11:15 a.m. Confirmation Class - 305

5:45 p.m. Small Groups - Parlor/Perks/Kitchen/
Chapel

6:00 p.m. Youth Group - Youth Center

We are a Reconciling

Congregation, welcoming all.

First United Methodist Church of
Kalamazoo invites all persons to
join us on our journey of faith. Je-
sus Christ calls us to be an inclu-
sive church that exemplifies the
kingdom of God. We strive to
move toward reconciling relation-
ships with all, affirming those who
are marginalized for any reason,
including sexual orientation or
gender identity. We welcome all
with open hearts, open minds,
open doors.




482 Lord, Have Mercy

Repeated sections are sung first by the Leader and then by All.
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WORDS: Ancient Greek
MUSIC: James A. Kriewald, 1985

Music © 1985 The United Methodist Publishing House

KRIEWALD KYRIE
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Come Away with Me
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WORDS: Mary Nelson Keithahn RECREATION
MUSIC:  John D. Horman 10 10.88
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