UPCOMING SUNDAY WORSHIP

January 15, 2023
10:00 a.m. Worship
Rev. Matt Weiler
Catch Me If You Can
John 1: 29-42

January 23
10:00 a.m. Worship

Rev. Julie Kline
If I But Call Your Name
Matthew 4: 12-23

We’re glad you are our guest today!
If you are worshipping with us for the first
time, please stop by the Welcome Center.
Child care is provided on the second floor
for infants through 3-year-olds with fully
vaccinated and masked staff.

Worship activities for children can be
found on a cart outside the side sanctuary
doors.

LARGE print Bibles and Hymnals are
available at the Park Street entrance.
Hearing assistance devices are available
at the Welcome Center.

Today’s service is being livestreamed
and recorded. You can request a free
copy of the DVD from the office. You can
find previous worship services on our
website: http://www.umc-kzo.org/mp3.asp.
You may view worship services on our
YouTube channel: YouTube.com/c/
KALAMAZOOfirstunitedmethodistchurch
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Rev. Julie Kline

Lead Pastor
Rev. Matt Weiler

Pastor of Community Formation
Jacqueline Stilger

Director of Music
Julia Librizzi

Director of Children and Families

Ministries

Thom Victor

Director of Congregational Care
Ruth LaMachia

Director of Business Administration

WORSHIP LEADERS
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INCLUSIVE LANGUAGE

In our worship, we strive to witness to the whole-
ness of God, embracing the diversity of images of
God that are found within Scriptures. We will seek
to include male, female, and gender-neutral lan-
guage and imagery for God, and utilize language
that helps to avoid binary terms in pronouns and

images of people. In our hymns and liturgy, we in-
vite you to use pronouns that best express your prac-
tice and affirm your faith.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Manna and Mercy: A Brief History of God's Unfold-
ing Promise to Mend the Entire Universe - an 8 week
Bible Study with Pastor Matt Weiler beginning Sun-
day January 15 after worship. Please join Pastor Matt
as we walk through the Narrative Arc of Scripture,
from Genesis to Revelation learning to read and in-
terpret scripture in ways that reveal God's intentions
of love and life for all of creation and humanity. This
class is open to adults as well as youth and while
each session will stand alone, there will be a reading
guide along with reflection questions for any partici-
pants who wish to dig a little deeper during the
week between sessions. If you would like a reading
guide before the first session email Pastor Matt.

Upcoming Academy Class. You've probably heard
the terms  “Christian  Nationalism”  and
“Dominionism” thrown around related to our cur-
rent national religious and political lives. What are
these things and how do they affect us? From Janu-
ary 15 through February 5, John Boley will be teach-
ing an Academy Class around these topics. Come
and learn more about these movements that are per-
vasive yet underreported in our society and culture.

Let's Go Swimming! All Church Family Fun
for January: The Children and Families Minis-
tries Team invites you to join us for a potluck
and family swim time at Ascension Borgess
Health and Fitness, Friday, January 13, 2023
from 6-8pm. We will swim first from 6-7pm
and then have a potluck in their meeting room
together from 7-8pm. Please RSVP to Julia at
jlibrizzi@umc-kzo.org by Wednesday, January
11, 2023 if you plan to attend. Thank you.

Faith Milestones are those firsts as we grow in
our faith experiences because we know it
doesn’t happen just on Sunday mornings. It's
part of all we are and all we do as God’s be-
loved people. Faith Milestones is a new oppor-
tunity for our 3rd - 5th graders! On Sunday,
January 22 we will share dinner, play games
and learn more about our church and our faith,
including a "backstage tour" of the sanctuary.

January Mission of the Month Members may
donate hats, gloves, socks, and hand warmers
for the people of Ministry with Community
and the Gospel Mission. These items will help
keep our community warm and comfortable
during the cold winter months. We hope that
this small gesture of kindness will bring a little
bit of warmth and joy to those in need. We en-
courage everyone to join us in this effort and
do what they can to support these organiza-
tions and the people they serve.

Anti-Bias/Anti-Racist. As part of Kalamazoo
First United Methodist Church’s vow to resist
oppression in all its forms, we, the Church
Council, commit ourselves to the decisive ac-
tion that is needed to resist and dismantle rac-
ism at every level. This action must go beyond
our historically empty rhetoric about repent-
ance and broken promises to be a church that
is a credible and active witness for peace, equi-
ty and justice in the face of harm visited upon
communities of color. We beckon our clergy
and lay leadership to unapologetically shine
the light of truth on our church community so
that we recognize our complicity in systemic
racism, recognize and condemn white suprem-
acy as sin, and seek a deep knowing of what
God calls us to do. We make these vows so that
every person — especially Black, Indigenous,
and People of Color (BIPOC) —may live in
safety, health, and freedom.
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You are invited in these beginning moments to request prayers using the prayer card found
in the pew pocket. The prayer cards will be collected by an usher, shared with clergy, and if
you wish, offered up to God during worship.

We'd like to connect with you. Please fill out a welcome card found
at the end of the pews and place it in the offering basket by the door.

* Please rise in body or in spirit

PRELUDE Silent Night Franz Gruber
We welcome our newly formed Youth Orchestra to worship today. They were to debut on
Christmas Eve, but the service was cancelled. We welcome their Christmas spirit even in the
midst of the Epiphany season!

*CALL TO WORSHIP Deb Search Willoughby

Leader: The heavens open. The Spirit descends.

All: Jesus emerges from the water.

Leader: And a voice echoes through the blue expanse.

All: “This is my child, the Beloved, with whom I am well-pleased.”
Leader: Jesus is named. Claimed.

All: We come to the water. We remember we are named. Claimed.
Leader: Can it be so? What a thing to be named. Claimed.

All: Let us worship the one who names and claims us still.
~Caela Wood

*OPENING HYMN #2123 Loving Spirit (FWS-black hymnal)

WELCOME & PASSING THE PEACE Rev. Julie Kline

LIGHTING THE PEACE CANDLE  Isaiah 42:1-9

MUSICAL RESPONSE #2204 Light of the World (FWS-black hymnal)
A soloist will sing verse 1 and the congregation is invited to sing vs. 2 and 3
*GOSPEL READING  Matthew 3:13-17

This is what the Spirit is saying to the church
Thanks be to God

We are a Reconciling Congregation, welcoming all.
First United Methodist Church of Kalamazoo invites all persons
to join us on our journey of faith. Jesus Christ calls us to be an inclusive church that
exemplifies the kingdom of God. We strive to move toward reconciling
relationships with all, affirming those who are marginalized for any reason,
including sexual orientation or gender identity.
We welcome all with open hearts, open minds, open doors.


http://Youtube.com/c/KALAMAZOOfirstunitedmethodistchurch
http://Youtube.com/c/KALAMAZOOfirstunitedmethodistchurch
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HYMN #2233  Where Children Belong (FWS-black hymnal) THIS WEEK'S EVENTS

Sunday, January 8
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 10:00 a.m. Worship - Sanctuary
A TIME FOR THE CHILD WITHIN US ALL Julia Librizzi 10:00 a.m. Friendship Village Satellite Worship
God of the water that cleans us, the land that feeds us, and the air that allows mg am glcj)rr:(fji?%asti%hnoocllass-305
MESSAGE  Simply Beloved Rev. Julie Kline us to breathe your Spirit in and out of us; you claim us in our baptism, but too 6:00 p.m. Youth Group - Youth Center
_ few of us even remember our own baptism. And if we remember (or imagine) Monday, January 9
REMEMBERING OUR BAPTISM Rev. Matt Weiler . . . 11:30 a.m. Prayer Group - Parlor
our baptism, we too rarely grasp its meaning and power. As we present our 1:00 p.m. Building & Grounds - Parlor
. . . . . - . . 1:00 p.m. Columbarium Team - Zoom
The Spirit of God is among us. tithes and offering in worship and witness Christ’s baptism once again, may Tuesday, January 0
The blessing of the Beloved is upon us! we remember that in that water we were, like Christ, commissioned to go: to 9:30 a.m. Worship Planning - Zoom
Let us pray. Loving, life-giving God, we give you thanks, teach, preach, heal, and even to take up a cross. In Christ, we pray. Amen. lﬁ?oppmm#ﬁ!tséigtf?ﬁr 2o
for in the beginning your Spirit brooded over the waters 6:30 p.m. SPRC - Parlor
and you brought forth Creation. OUR SHARED LIFE 6:30 p.m. Manna - Youth Center
You brought us to freedom through the waters of the Red Sea. Wednesday, January 11
. . . : * s 8:00 a.m. Yoga - Zoom
You gave us new birth througr} baptism into Christ, HYMN  Spirit of God 800 am. Dawn Pairol - Parior
and gave us life that cannot die. 0 | | . 10:30 a.m. HON Team Meeting - Zoom
The river of God is full of water,  —1 | I | 12:00 p.m. Cuppa Inspiration - Facebook Live
he ri f f Lif - = - —— 12:30 p.m. Food Pantry
t .e river of the water ? tife, )] 6:30 p.m. Laity Sunday Planning - Zoom
bright as crystal, flowing from the heart of God. Spir - it of God, wyoumoved o - ver the wat - ers Thursday, January 12
We who are baptized into Christ Jesus Spir - it of God, by the pro - phetsyou sought us, 9:30 a.m. First Stitchers - Fellowship Room
are baptized into his life, Spir - it of God, like a dove wyou once rest - ed, 11:00 a.m. Youth Ministry Team - 305
i . Hel us to see ou, still call - ing and car - in 10:30 a.m. Youth Genter Open House
born in the water of a womb; P you, g 9. 6:00 p.m. Handbell Ensemble - Wesley Hall
we are baptized into his ministry, 4:3 : | | | | | 7:15 p.m. Chancel Singers - Wesley Hall
giving water to the thirsty, o M — = D —— —F 2 Friday, January 13
washing the feet and sharing the tears of all who suffer; ¢ ~ ! 6:00 p.m. All Church Potluck & Pool Party - Borgess
ad i : whisp' - ringGod's love  to the whole. of cre - « tion Ascension Health and Fitness Center
and we are baptized into his death, P - ring - e - - :

Call - ing us back fromour pride - filed be - hav - ior. Saturday, January 14

so that just as Christ was raised by the glory of God, No activities scheduled

. . . show - ing God's jouy on  the day__ Christ was  bap - tized.
we too might walk in newness of life. :
. . help us to know you a- mong us, cre - a - ting.
Born of water and the Spirit, A |
may we enter into the Realm of God - i | dl UMH -The United Methodist Hymnal
as children of God, ';MJ? - | - o = & FWS-The Faith We Sing
born not of human will, but of God. Amen. You breathe your life in - to all of your child - ren,
) Through cho - sen lead - ers youreached wus and taught s, ) ) )
MUSICAL RFSPONSE #2249 god Clalr?vs You (FWS-black hymnal) You  sent Christ out to the hills to be test - ed Winter Weather Closing Policy
You may insert your own name in the lyric. " Spir - it of God, give us cour - age and dar - ing The church will always be open
| ] .
for worship on Sunday.
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER - | ) = l P y
~ '! .! S o — = Please use discretion decidin
e ~ 9
Our Father/Mother/God, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Giv - ing us ta - lents and your  in-spir - a - tion. when to venture out.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. by your own qgift__ we were giv - en our Sav - ior Weekday meetings may be
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, through you he called us to see Godwith new eyes. cancelled if travel is dangerous.
as we forgive those who trespass against us. to  share God's love_ with o world that is  wait - ing Team and committee chairs are
And Llead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. asked to contact the church and
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen Tune: O Quanta Qualia, Text: Carolyn Winfrey Gillette. ©1999 All rights reserved. their team/committee if a meeting
’ ’ ’ . . is cancelled.
CALL TO OFFERING BLESSING Please check Channel 3 news, our
website, Facebook, and email for
: losi tices.
OFFERTORY ANTHEM  Infant Holy, Infant Lowly Traditional Polish Carol POSTLUDE  Te Deum M. Charpentier closing notices
Please note the church may be
*THE DOXOLOGY #94  Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow (red hymnal) open even when area schools are

closed.




Loving Spirit 2123
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1.,5. Lov-ing Spir - it, lov - ing Spir - it you have
2. Like a moth - er you en - fold me, hold my
3. Like a fa - ther you pro - tect me, teach me
4.Friendand lov - er, in your close - ness I am
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cho - sen me to be — vyou have drawn me to your
life with-in your own, feed me with your ver-y
the dis-cern - ing eve, hoist me up up - on your
known and held and blessed: In your prom - ise is my
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won - der, you have set your sign on me.
bod - v, form me of your flesh and bone.
shoul - der, let me see the world from high.
com - fort, in your pres-ence I may rest.
r-3 o - e P A l o
X - I (8]
TR =
& —————
WORDS: Shirley Erena Murray KINGDOM
MUSIC: V. Earle Copes 87.87

Words © 1987 The Hymn Society, admin. by Hope Publishing Co.



Light of the World 2204
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1. You are the Light of the World,_ O Lord, and
2. You are the Bread of Life, O Lord, —
3. You've o - ver - come the world, _ O Lord, and
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you make your ser - vant shine. __ So
bro-ken to set us free. ___ So
giv-en us vic - 0 - Iy._____ So
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how could there be an -y dark-ness in me if
how could there be an -y hun-ger in me if
why could I fear _ when trou-ble 1is near if
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you are the Light of the World?
you are the Bread of  Life?
you've O - ver - come the world?
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You are the Light of the World. __
You are the Bread of Life.
You've o0 - ver - come the world. ___
WORDS: Michael Card (John 6:35, 48; 9:5; 16:33) LIGHT OF THE WORLD (CARD)
MUSIC: Michael Card Irregular

© 1992 Mole End Music, admir. by Word Music, Inc.
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Where Children Belong
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) | |
|7 A =I d

| 1008

&

ﬂ%ﬁtp——.’—."

wor - ship - ing throng.

Wa - ter, God’s Word, bread and

1

Al

s

R

- TE———
| ] I
o —-

cup, prayer, and song:

WORDS: James Ritchie
MUSIC:  James Ritchie

© 1999 Abingdon Press, admin. by The Copyright Co.
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God Claims You

is where chil-dren be - long.

RITCHIE
Irregular

2249

A Refrain*
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*“Dan - iel, Dan - iel,” God claims you, God helpsyou, pro -
Child of prom - ise, Bing
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tects you, and loves you, too. 1. We this day do
2., We your fam - ily
3. We are  here to
4. And if you should
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all a - gree a child of God youll al - ways be,
love you so, we vow to help your faith to grow.
say this day that we will help you on your way.
tire or cry then we will sing this lul - Ia - by.
*Sing Refrain twice at beginning and end, and once between stanzas.
**May insert child’s name.
**May insert parents’ names “Jeff and Kathy love you so, we vow ...”
WORDS: Stanley M. Farr FARR
MUSIC:  Stanley M. Farr Irregular with Refrain

© 1981 Stanley M. Farr
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