
We’re glad you are our guest today!  

If you are worshipping with us for the first 

time, please stop by the Welcome Center. 

Child care is provided on the second floor 

for infants through 3-year-olds with fully 

vaccinated and masked staff.  

Worship activities for children can be 

found on a cart outside the side sanctuary 

doors.  

LARGE print Bibles and Hymnals are 

available at the Park Street entrance.  

Hearing assistance devices are available 

at the Welcome Center. 

Today’s service is being livestreamed 

and recorded. You can request a free 

copy of the DVD from the office. You can 

find previous worship services on our  

website: http://www.umc-kzo.org/mp3.asp. 

You may view worship services on our 

YouTube channel: YouTube.com/c/

KALAMAZOOfirstunitedmethodistchurch  

 

UPCOMING SUNDAY WORSHIP 
 

January 15, 2023 
10:00 a.m. Worship 

Rev. Matt Weiler 
Catch Me If You Can 

John 1: 29-42  
 

January 23 
10:00 a.m. Worship 

Rev. Julie Kline 
If I But Call Your Name  

Matthew 4: 12-23  

 

Clergy & Directors 
 

Rev. Julie Kline 

     Lead Pastor 

Rev. Matt Weiler 

     Pastor of Community Formation 

Jacqueline Stilger 

     Director of Music 

Julia Librizzi 

    Director of Children and Families    
 Ministries 

Thom Victor 

     Director of Congregational Care 

Ruth LaMachia 

     Director of Business Administration 

We are a Reconciling Congregation, welcoming all. 

First United Methodist Church of Kalamazoo invites all persons 

to join us on our journey of faith. Jesus Christ calls us to be an inclusive church that  

exemplifies the kingdom of God. We strive to move toward reconciling  

relationships with all, affirming those who are marginalized for any reason,  

including sexual orientation or gender identity.  

We welcome all with  open hearts, open minds, open doors.  

WORSHIP LEADERS 

Rev. Julie Kline, Rev. Matt Weiler, Julia Librizzi,    

Deb Search Willoughby  

Director of Music Organist                   

Jacqueline Stilger Bernie Foulk  

Youth Orchestra Director: Anne Sherfield 

Acolytes: Penelope Librizzi, Campbell Weiler 

Satellite Worship Coordinator: Pastor Thom Victor 

Lead AV Technician: Casey Curran 

AV Team: Bryan Heany, Drew Eaton 

INCLUSIVE LANGUAGE 

In our worship, we strive to witness to the whole-

ness of God, embracing the diversity of images of 

God that are found within Scriptures. We will seek 

to include male, female, and gender-neutral lan-

guage and imagery for God, and utilize language 

that helps to avoid binary terms in pronouns and 

images of people. In our hymns and liturgy, we in-

vite you to use pronouns that best express your prac-

tice and affirm your faith.  
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Manna and Mercy: A Brief History of God's Unfold-

ing Promise to Mend the Entire Universe - an 8 week 

Bible Study with Pastor Matt Weiler beginning Sun-

day January 15 after worship. Please join Pastor Matt 

as we walk through the Narrative Arc of Scripture, 

from Genesis to Revelation learning to read and in-

terpret scripture in ways that reveal God's intentions 

of love and life for all of creation and humanity. This 

class is open to adults as well as youth and while 

each session will stand alone, there will be a reading 

guide along with reflection questions for any partici-

pants who wish to dig a little deeper during the 

week between sessions. If you would like a reading 

guide before the first session email Pastor Matt. 
 

Upcoming Academy Class. You’ve probably heard 

the terms “Christian Nationalism” and 

“Dominionism” thrown around related to our cur-

rent national religious and political lives.  What are 

these things and how do they affect us?  From Janu-

ary 15 through February 5, John Boley will be teach-

ing an Academy Class around these topics. Come 

and learn more about these movements that are per-

vasive yet underreported in our society and culture. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Let’s Go Swimming! All Church Family Fun 

for January: The Children and Families Minis-

tries Team invites you to join us for a potluck 

and family swim time at Ascension Borgess 

Health and Fitness, Friday, January 13, 2023 

from 6-8pm. We will swim first from 6-7pm 

and then have a potluck in their meeting room 

together from 7-8pm. Please RSVP to Julia at 

jlibrizzi@umc-kzo.org by Wednesday, January 

11, 2023 if you plan to attend. Thank you.  
 

Faith Milestones are those firsts as we grow in 

our faith experiences because we know it 

doesn’t happen just on Sunday mornings.  It’s 

part of all we are and all we do as God’s be-

loved people. Faith Milestones  is a new oppor-

tunity for our 3rd - 5th graders! On Sunday, 

January 22 we will share dinner, play games 

and learn more about our church and our faith, 

including a "backstage tour" of the sanctuary.  
 

January Mission of the Month Members may 

donate hats, gloves, socks, and hand warmers 

for the people of Ministry with Community 

and the Gospel Mission. These items will help 

keep our community warm and comfortable 

during the cold winter months. We hope that 

this small gesture of kindness will bring a little 

bit of warmth and joy to those in need. We en-

courage everyone to join us in this effort and 

do what they can to support these organiza-

tions and the people they serve. 
 

Anti-Bias/Anti-Racist. As part of Kalamazoo 

First United Methodist Church’s vow to resist 

oppression in all its forms, we, the Church 

Council, commit ourselves to the decisive ac-

tion that is needed to resist and dismantle rac-

ism at every level. This action must go beyond 

our historically empty rhetoric about repent-

ance and broken promises to be a church that 

is a credible and active witness for peace, equi-

ty and justice in the face of harm visited upon 

communities of color. We beckon our clergy 

and lay leadership to unapologetically shine 

the light of truth on our church community so 

that we recognize our complicity in systemic 

racism, recognize and condemn white suprem-

acy as sin, and seek a deep knowing of what 

God calls us to do. We make these vows so that 

every person – especially Black, Indigenous, 

and People of Color (BIPOC) —may live in 

safety, health, and freedom.  

 

 

January 8, 2023 

10:00 a.m. 

(269) 381-6340  †  www.umc-kzo.org 
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God of the water that cleans us, the land that feeds us, and the air that allows 
us to breathe your Spirit in and out of us; you claim us in our baptism, but too 
few of us even remember our own baptism. And if we remember (or imagine) 
our baptism, we too rarely grasp its meaning and power. As we present our 
tithes and offering in worship and witness Christ’s baptism once again, may 
we remember that in that water we were, like Christ, commissioned to go: to 
teach, preach, heal, and even to take up a cross. In Christ, we pray. Amen. 

THIS WEEK’S EVENTS 

 

Sunday, January 8 
10:00 a.m. Worship - Sanctuary 
10:00 a.m. Friendship Village Satellite Worship 
11:00 a.m. Sunday School  
11:15 a.m. Confirmation Class - 305 
6:00 p.m. Youth Group - Youth Center 
 

Monday, January 9 
11:30 a.m. Prayer Group - Parlor 
1:00 p.m. Building & Grounds - Parlor 
1:00 p.m. Columbarium Team - Zoom 
 

Tuesday, January 10 
9:30 a.m. Worship Planning - Zoom 
12:30 p.m. All Staff - Parlor 
4:15 p.m. First Beats - Choir Room 
6:30 p.m. SPRC - Parlor 
6:30 p.m. Manna - Youth Center 
 

Wednesday, January 11 
8:00 a.m. Yoga - Zoom 
9:00 a.m. Dawn Patrol - Parlor 
10:30 a.m. HON Team Meeting - Zoom 
12:00 p.m. Cuppa Inspiration - Facebook Live 
12:30 p.m. Food Pantry  
6:30 p.m. Laity Sunday Planning - Zoom 
 

Thursday, January 12 
9:30 a.m. First Stitchers - Fellowship Room 
11:00 a.m. Youth Ministry Team - 305 
10:30 a.m. Youth Center Open House 
6:00 p.m. Handbell Ensemble - Wesley Hall 
7:15 p.m. Chancel Singers - Wesley Hall 
 

Friday, January 13 
6:00 p.m. All Church Potluck & Pool Party - Borgess 

Ascension Health and Fitness Center 
 

Saturday, January 14 
No activities scheduled 
 

 

UMH -The United Methodist Hymnal 
FWS-The Faith We Sing 

Winter Weather Closing Policy 
 

The church will always be open 

for worship on Sunday.  
 

Please use discretion deciding 
when to venture out. 
 

Weekday meetings may be  
cancelled if travel is dangerous.  
 

Team and committee chairs are 
asked to contact the church and 
their team/committee if a meeting 
is cancelled.  
 

Please check Channel 3 news, our 
website, Facebook, and email for 
closing notices.  
 

Please note the church may be 
open even when area schools are 
closed. 
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