
We’re glad you are our guest today!  

If you are worshipping with us for the first 

time, please stop by the Welcome Center. 

Child care is provided on the second floor 

for infants through 3-year-olds with fully 

vaccinated and masked staff.  

Worship activities for children can be 

found on a cart outside the side sanctuary 

doors.  

LARGE print Bibles and Hymnals are 

available at the Park Street entrance.  

Hearing assistance devices are available 

at the Welcome Center. 

Today’s service is being livestreamed 

and recorded. You can request a free 

copy of the DVD from the office. You can 

find previous worship services on our  

website: http://www.umc-kzo.org/mp3.asp. 

You may view worship services on our 

YouTube channel: YouTube.com/c/

KALAMAZOOfirstunitedmethodistchurch  

 

UPCOMING WORSHIP 
 

Christmas Eve 
December 24, 2022 

4:00 - Children & Family Worship 
7:00 - Lessons and Carols 

11:00 - Lessons and Communion 
 

December 25 
10:00 a.m. Worship 

Rev. Julie Kline 
Isaiah 52:7-10, John 1:14-18 

 

January 1 
10:00 a.m. Worship 

Rev. Matt Weiler 
Matthew 2:1-23 

 

Clergy & Directors 
 

Rev. Julie Kline 

     Lead Pastor 

Rev. Matt Weiler 

     Pastor of Community Formation 

Jacqueline Stilger 

     Director of Music 

Julia Librizzi 

    Director of Children and Families    
 Ministries 

Thom Victor 

     Director of Congregational Care 

Ruth LaMachia 

     Director of Business Administration 

We are a Reconciling Congregation, welcoming all. 
 

First United Methodist Church of Kalamazoo invites all persons to join us on 

our journey of faith. Jesus Christ calls us to be an inclusive church that  

exemplifies the kingdom of God. We strive to move toward reconciling  

relationships with all, affirming those who are marginalized for any reason, 

including sexual orientation or gender identity.  
 

We welcome all with  open hearts, open minds, open doors.  

WORSHIP LEADERS 

Rev. Julie Kline, Rev. Matt Weiler, Julia Librizzi,    

Katy McGinnis 

Advent Candle Lighters: Katy McGinnis and        

Kari Parthasarathy 

Director of Music Organist                   

Jacqueline Stilger Bernie Foulk  

Pageant Organist: Buff Coe 

Satellite Worship Coordinator: Pastor Thom Victor 

Lead AV Engineer: Casey Curran 

AV Team: Bryan Heany  

Cover Art: : Chorister’s Guild  

Liturgy/Poetry: Rev. Sarah Speed, Sanctifiedart.org 

INCLUSIVE LANGUAGE 

In our worship, we strive to witness to the whole-

ness of God, embracing the diversity of images of 

God that are found within Scriptures. We will seek 

to include male, female, and gender-neutral lan-

guage and imagery for God, and utilize language 

that helps to avoid binary terms in pronouns and 

images of people. In our hymns and liturgy, we in-

vite you to use pronouns that best express your prac-

tice and affirm your faith.  
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Christmas Prelude Music. Children are invited to 

share instrumental solos for the worship prelude 

December 24 at the 4 o’clock service. We invite the 

children to consider sharing a musical piece (solo) on 

their instrument. If your child would like to play 

something live for the prelude on Christmas Eve, 

please email Ms. Jackie at jstilger@umc-kzo.org with 

the title of the piece by Monday, December 19 so that 

we can include it in the bulletin. Thank you! Please 

email Ms. Julia at jlibrizzi@umc-kzo.org or Ms. Jackie 

at jstilger@umc-kzo.org with any questions! 
 

Let's Get the Story Straight : An Advent Themed 

Bible Study. What is the difference between truth 

and fact? And where do these lines blur in the stories 

of our faith? Join Pastor Matt for the last of this two-

part INTERGENERATIONAL Advent themed Bible 

Study following worship. Youth, Parents, Young 

Adults, Grandparents and anyone in between are 

invited. 
 

New Year’s Fest. We are looking for volunteers to 

help throughout the evening. Shifts are 2 hours each 

and flexible. Everyone who volunteers will receive a 

pass to attend other shows around the park. Sign up 

in the Perks area on Sunday mornings or email Dan 

Bunker at djbunker@charter.net. 
 

Holiday Children’s Activities. December 25 

and January 1 there will not be Nursery, Godly 

Play or Sunday School for children. Children 

are welcome to attend worship on these two 

holiday Sundays in the sanctuary with their 

families! Nursery, Godly Play and Sunday 

School returns Sunday, January 8, 2023. 
 

Caroling - All are invited to join Christmas 

Caroling this evening at 5:00 p.m. We'll gather 

in the parking lot and then travel to spread 

Christmas cheer to members from Kalamazoo 

to Portage, returning to church by 8:00 p.m. 
 

Labyrinth. The labyrinth will be set up in Wes-

ley Hall throughout the season of Advent. You 

are invited to walk the labyrinth after worship 

on Sunday or any Monday - Thursday, 9am-

4pm. This labyrinth requires the removal of 

your shoes to preserve the cloth of the laby-

rinth and can take 10-20 minutes to walk. We 

encourage you to try this ancient prayer prac-

tice to quiet your mind, center yourself and 

allow your spirit to move you close to home.  
 

Christmas Eve Services - December 24, 2022.  

4 p.m. Children & Family Worship: This child 

friendly and interactive worship will include a 

retelling of the night of Jesus' birth and the 

singing of Christmas Carols.  

7 p.m. Lessons & Carols: This traditional favor-

ite celebrates the birth of Christ through scrip-

tures and singing favorite Christmas carols 

with the choir, organ, and brass ensemble.  

11 p.m. Carols & Communion: Traditional ser-

vice of Lessons & Carols with the addition of 

communion. All services will include singing 

Silent Night by candlelight. Childcare will be 

available at the 4 p.m. and 7 p.m. services. 
 

Christmas Day Worship. On Christmas day 

we offer several options for worship.  

In the sanctuary we will have a simple time of 

worshiping together at 10 a.m. Carols will be 

sung, a liturgy shared, and we will enjoy simp-

ly being together. This worship will not be live 

streamed.  

We will also offer an at home liturgy that will 

be mailed so that people may share a simple 

time of worship in their own homes.  

Finally, the Michigan Conference has created a 

worship service with Bishop Bard preaching. 

We will post this on our YouTube channel. 

You may also choose to watch our Christmas 

Eve worship services. We hope that you will 

find ways to come home to Love.  

 

 

December 18,  2022 

10:00 a.m. 

First United Methodist Church, Kalamazoo 

December 18, 2022 
10:00 a.m. 

http://Youtube.com/c/KALAMAZOOfirstunitedmethodistchurch
http://Youtube.com/c/KALAMAZOOfirstunitedmethodistchurch


THIS WEEK’S EVENTS 

 

Sunday, December 18 
10:00 a.m. Worship - Sanctuary 
10:00 a.m. Friendship Village Satellite Worship 
11:00 a.m. Sunday School for all ages 
11:00 a.m. Parent Fellowship - Rm 209 
5:00 p.m. All Church Caroling - Parking Lot 
5:00 p.m. Youth Group - Caroling 
6:00 p.m. First Strings Rehearsal - Choir Room 
 

Monday, December 19 
11:30 a.m. Prayer Group - Parlor 
 

Tuesday, December 20 
9:30 a.m. Worship Planning - Zoom 
12:30 p.m. Clergy/Directors Meeting - TBD 
6:30 p.m. Manna - Youth Center 
 

Wednesday, December 21 
8:00 a.m. Yoga - Zoom 
9:00 a.m. Dawn Patrol - Parlor 
10:30 a.m. Helping Our Neighbor - Zoom 
12:00 p.m. Cuppa Inspiration - Facebook Live 
12:30 p.m. Food Pantry - Curbside Only 
 

Thursday, December 22 
11:00 a.m. Youth Ministry Team - Rm 305 
6:00 p.m. Handbell Choir - Wesley Hall 
7:15 p.m. Chancel Singers - Wesley Hall 
7:30 p.m. Junior First Strings & Winds - Choir Room 
 

Friday, December 23 
No events scheduled 
 

Saturday, December 24 
4:00 p.m. Family Christmas Eve Worship 
7:00 p.m. Christmas Eve Lessons & Carols Worship 
11:00 p.m. Christmas Eve Communion Worship 
 

Sunday, December 25 
10:00 a.m. Christmas Morning Worship - Sanctuary 

UMH -The United Methodist Hymnal 

Winter Weather Closing Policy 
 

The church will always be open 

for worship on Sunday.  
 

Please use discretion deciding 
when to venture out. 
 

Weekday meetings may be  
cancelled if travel is dangerous.  
 

Team and committee chairs are 
asked to contact the church and 
their team/committee if a meeting 
is cancelled.  
 

Please check Channel 3 news, our 
website, Facebook, and email for 
closing notices.  
 

Please note the church may be 
open even when area schools are 
closed. 



 



 



Room For Christmas  
by Mark Burrows 

Directed by Jacqueline Stilger 
 

                                                      Cast 
Angel .................................................................................................. Carolyn Librizzi 
Narrator .............................................................................................. Coulter Weiler 
Innkeeper ................................................................................. Neela Parthasarathy 
Joseph ...................................................................................................... Kaden Seals 
Mary ................................................................................................ Penelope Librizzi 
Shepherd ............................................................................................... Evelyn Moon 
Sheep ........................................ Max Newman, Campbell Weiler, Viktoria Albert 
  Aryah Braatz, Norah Braatz, Nola Nabors 
 Cora Welter, Hazel Welter, Vera Warzybok 
Wise Ones ..................................... Bixler Weiler, Zoe Newman, Andrew Peavler 

 
Running Out of Room ..................................................................................... Chorus 
 

What Do We Do With Christmas ............................................................. Chorus 
 Duet, Zoe Newman and Bixler Weiler 
We Are the Sheep.............................................................................................. Sheep 
 Duet, Campbell Weiler and Max Newman 
There Was Love ............................................................................................... Chorus 
 Soloist, Evelyn Moon 
Room in My Heart .................................................................................... Chorus 
 Soloist, Neela Parthasarathy 
In the Bleak Mid-Winter ...................................................................... Congregation 
 

In the bleak mid-winter, frosty wind made moan, 
Earth stood hard as iron, water like a stone. 
Snow had fallen, snow on snow, snow on snow 
In the bleak mid-winter, long ago. 
 
What can I give him, poor as I am? 
If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb. 
If I were a wise man, I would do my part 
But what I can I give him, give my heart.  

 
Brand New Feeling .......................................................................................... Chorus 

Soloist, Carolyn Librizzi 
 
Many thanks to Tom Schaberg and his stage crew for their work in getting the 
stage and stable in place. 
 

Thanks to Joyce Moore, Julia Librizzi, and Jennifer & Brian Moon for costume and 
prop support.  
 

Thanks to Alex Moon for acting as a stagehand.  
 

Thanks to Bernie Foulk for running the sound board. 
 

Thanks to Buff Coe for playing the organ. 
 
The toys brought in by the Wise Ones will be donated to the Lincoln Youth Center.  
The money to purchase the toys was earned and brought in by the members of 
the cast.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
4 p.m. Children & Family Worship: This child friendly and interactive worship 
will include a retelling of the night of Jesus' birth and the singing of Christmas 
Carols.  
7 p.m. Lessons & Carols: This traditional favorite celebrates the birth of Christ 
through scriptures and singing favorite Christmas carols with the choir, organ, 
and brass ensemble.  
11 p.m. Carols & Communion: Traditional service of Lessons & Carols with the 
addition of communion. All services will include singing Silent Night by 
candlelight. Childcare will be available at the 4 p.m. and 7 p.m. services. 
 
 
On Christmas day we offer several options for worship.  
In the sanctuary we will have a simple time of worshiping together at 10 a.m. 

Carols will be sung, a liturgy shared, and we will enjoy simply being 
together. This worship will not be live streamed.  

We will also offer an at home liturgy that will be mailed so that people 
may share a simple time of worship in their own homes.  

Finally, the Michigan Conference has created a worship service with 
Bishop Bard preaching. We will post this on our YouTube channel. You may also 
choose to watch our Christmas Eve worship services. We hope that you will 
find ways to come home to Love.  
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