
We’re glad you are our guest today!  

If you are worshipping with us for the first 

time, please stop by the Welcome Center. 

Child care is provided on the second floor 

for infants through 3-year-olds with fully 

vaccinated and masked staff.  

Worship activities for children can be 

found on a cart outside the side sanctuary 

doors.  

LARGE print Bibles and Hymnals are 

available at the Park Street entrance.  

Hearing assistance devices are available 

at the Welcome Center. 

Today’s service is being livestreamed 

and recorded. You can request a free 

copy of the DVD from the office. You can 

find previous worship services on our  

website: http://www.umc-kzo.org/mp3.asp. 

You may view worship services on our 

YouTube channel: YouTube.com/c/

KALAMAZOOfirstunitedmethodistchurch  

 

UPCOMING SUNDAY WORSHIP 

 
December 25, 2022 
10:00 a.m. Worship 

Rev. Julie Kline 
Isaiah 52:7-10, John 1:14-18 

In the sanctuary, no live-stream 
 

January 1, 2023 
10:00 a.m. Worship 

Rev. Matt Weiler 
Matthew 2:1-23 

Plagiarized Epiphany 

 

Clergy & Directors 
 

Rev. Julie Kline 

     Lead Pastor 

Rev. Matt Weiler 

     Pastor of Community Formation 

Jacqueline Stilger 

     Director of Music 

Julia Librizzi 

    Director of Children and Families    
 Ministries 

Thom Victor 

     Director of Congregational Care 

Ruth LaMachia 

     Director of Business Administration 

WORSHIP LEADERS 

Rev. Julie Kline, Rev. Matt Weiler, Tammy Eaton 

Advent Candle Lighters: The Eaton Family 

Director of Music Organist                   

Jacqueline Stilger Bernie Foulk  

West Michigan BrassWorks:                                    

Scott Thornburg and Johannes Stegman, trumpets, 

Margaret Hamilton, horn, Robert Whaley, tuba,  

Austin J. Muuse, trombone  

Lead AV Engineer: Casey Curran 

AV Team: Ted Lowis, Drew Eaton, Grace Johnson 

Stained Glass Lighting: In memory of Chuck and 

Jeddy Wilson.  

Graphic Design: Rev. Lauren Wright Pittman  

Liturgy: Rev. Sarah Speed, Sanctifiedart.org 

INCLUSIVE LANGUAGE 

In our worship, we strive to witness to the whole-

ness of God, embracing the diversity of images of 

God that are found within Scriptures. We will seek 

to include male, female, and gender-neutral lan-

guage and imagery for God, and utilize language 

that helps to avoid binary terms in pronouns and 

images of people. In our hymns and liturgy, we in-

vite you to use pronouns that best express your prac-

tice and affirm your faith.  
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 

Welcome. If you are visiting First United Methodist 

Church of Kalamazoo for the first time or are visit-

ing us for the holidays, we bid you welcome!  If you 

are seeking a church home, please consider wor-

shiping with us again and discovering more about 

the journey of faith offered to all by our loving and 

seeking God. We worship on Sundays at 10:00 a.m.  
 

Nursery, Godly Play, & Sunday School. Sunday, 

December 25 and Sunday January 1 there will not be 

Nursery, Godly Play or Sunday School for children. 

But children are welcome to attend worship on these 

two holiday Sundays in the sanctuary with their 

families! Nursery, Godly Play and Sunday School 

returns Sunday, January 8, 2023. 
 

New Year’s Day. Worship will be at 10:00 a.m. We 

will sing some of the favorite Christmas carols in our 

hymnal, hear the story of the Wise One’s and share 

communion. New Year’s Fest events conclude only 

hours prior to worship and as a result, there may be 

some leftover items and sets on Sunday morning. 

We will worship amidst those leftovers and pray 

that the New Year will bring the Lord’s peace to all.  
 

Christmas Day Worship. On Christmas day 

we offer several options for worship.  

● In the sanctuary we will have a simple time 

of worshiping together at 10 a.m. Carols will 

be sung, a liturgy shared, and we will enjoy 

simply being together. This worship will not 

be live streamed.  

● We will also offer an at home liturgy that 

will be mailed so that people may share a sim-

ple time of worship in their own homes.  

● Finally, the Michigan Conference has created 

a worship service with Bishop Bard preaching. 

We will post this on our YouTube channel. 

You may also choose to watch our Christmas 

Eve worship services. We hope that you will 

find ways to come home to Love.  
 

Artist Words on Ordinary Glory - inspired by 

Luke 2:1-20. In this familiar narrative, what 

stuck out for me in this reading was the juxta-

position of human and divine, the mundane 

and extraordinary, the humbleness of a man-

ger and the glory of a multitude of heavenly 

hosts. I wanted to image this dichotomy with 

the everyday, intimate, tender scene of new 

parents and their yawning baby, enveloped by 

the glittering, awestriking magnificence of 

God. The holy family is framed by an almond 

shape called a mandorla. Mandorlas have been 

used in Christian art to signify the glory of 

God, and can also represent the intersection 

and fullness of two things, like heaven and 

earth or spirit and body. Likely, the most fa-

miliar instance of this concept is the shape 

made between the overlapping circles in a 

Venn diagram. I wanted to use this shape be-

cause this is the moment when human and di-

vine intersect in the person of Jesus, and when 

the glory of God is birthed into the world. The 

golden field surrounding the mandorla is filled 

with my interpretation of the six-winged sera-

phim from early Christian art, representing the 

heavenly hosts filling the air with tidings of 

peace (imaged by olive branches). A seven 

pointed star hangs over the heads of the fami-

ly, surrounded by seven other stars, a number 

that represents completeness. —Rev. Lauren 

Wright Pittman  

 

 

 

 

 

 

December 24 

7:00 p.m. 

First United Methodist Church 

http://Youtube.com/c/KALAMAZOOfirstunitedmethodistchurch
http://Youtube.com/c/KALAMAZOOfirstunitedmethodistchurch


THIS WEEK’S EVENTS 

 

Sunday, December 25 
10:00 a.m. Worship - Sanctuary 
 

Monday, December 26 
Church building is closed for the holiday 
 

Tuesday, December 27 
Church building open 10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 
 

Wednesday, December 28 
Church building open 10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 
8:00 a.m. Yoga - Zoom 
10:00 a.m. Dawn Patrol - Parlor 
12:00 p.m. Cuppa Inspiration - Facebook Live 
 

Thursday, December 29 
Church building open 10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 
 

Friday, December 30 
Church building open 10:00 a.m. - noon 
 

Saturday, December 31 
5:00 p.m. New Year’s Fest 
 

Sunday, January 1, 2023 
10:00 a.m. Worship - Sanctuary 
10:00 a.m. Friendship Village Satellite Worship 
 

Monday, January 2 
The building will be closed for the holiday.  
 

Tuesday, January 3 
Building open 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

UMH -The United Methodist Hymnal 

We are a Reconciling Congregation, welcoming all. 
 

First United Methodist Church of Kalamazoo invites all persons to join us on 

our journey of faith. Jesus Christ calls us to be an inclusive church that  

exemplifies the kingdom of God. We strive to move toward reconciling  

relationships with all, affirming those who are marginalized for any reason, 

including sexual orientation or gender identity.  
 

We welcome all with  open hearts, open minds, open doors.  

Winter Weather Closing Policy 
 

The church will always be open 

for worship on Sunday.  
 

Please use discretion deciding 
when to venture out. 
 

Weekday meetings may be  
cancelled if travel is dangerous.  
 

Team and committee chairs are 
asked to contact the church and 
their team/committee if a meeting 
is cancelled.  
 

Please check Channel 3 news, our 
website, Facebook, and email for 
closing notices.  
 

Please note the church may be 
open even when area schools are 
closed. 
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