UPCOMING SUNDAY WORSHIP

December 4, 2022
10:00 a.m. Worship
Second Sunday of Advent
Rev. Julie Kline
Luke 1: 57-66

December 11, 2022
10:00 a.m. Worship
Third Sunday of Advent
Rev. Matt Weiler
Luke 3:1-18

We’re glad you are our guest today!
If you are worshipping with us for the first
time, please stop by the Welcome Center.
Child care is provided on the second floor
for infants through 3-year-olds with fully
vaccinated and masked staff.

Worship activities for children can be
found on a cart outside the side sanctuary
doors.

LARGE print Bibles and Hymnals are
available at the Park Street entrance.
Hearing assistance devices are available
at the Welcome Center.

Today’s service is being livestreamed
and recorded. You can request a free
copy of the DVD from the office. You can
find previous worship services on our
website: http://www.umc-kzo.org/mp3.asp.
You may view worship services on our
YouTube channel: YouTube.com/c/
KALAMAZOOfirstunitedmethodistchurch

Clergy & Directors

Rev. Julie Kline

Lead Pastor
Rev. Matt Weiler

Pastor of Community Formation
Jacqueline Stilger

Director of Music
Julia Librizzi

Director of Children and Families

Ministries

Thom Victor

Director of Congregational Care
Ruth LaMachia

Director of Business Administration

WORSHIP LEADERS
Rev. Matt Weiler, Rev. Julie Kline, Julia Librizzi,
Deb Search Willoughby

Director of Music
Jacqueline Stilger
Advent Candle: Maxwell Miller, Taylor Zickefoos
Vocals: Bri Attard, Hannah Elandt

Acolytes: Kaden Seals, Penelope Librizzi

Organist
Bernie Foulk

Satellite Worship Coordinator: Pastor Thom Victor
Lead AV Engineer: Casey Curran

AV Team: Bryan Heany, Bob Lane, Drew Eaton
Graphic Design: Rev. Lauren Wright Pittman
Liturgy/Poetry: Rev. Sarah Speed, Sanctifiedart.org

INCLUSIVE LANGUAGE

In our worship, we strive to witness to the whole-
ness of God, embracing the diversity of images of
God that are found within Scriptures. We will seek
to include male, female, and gender-neutral lan-
guage and imagery for God, and utilize language
that helps to avoid binary terms in pronouns and
images of people. In our hymns and liturgy, we in-

vite you to use pronouns that best express your prac-
tice and affirm your faith.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Academy class: Prepare the Way for the Lord. In this
video-based Advent class, Adam Hamilton explores
the life and ministry of John the Baptist, who called
for the people to "prepare the way of the Lord." John
Clark will facilitate the discussion.

Save the date. First Beats musical is coming up on
Dec. 18, called “Room for Christmas” by Mark Bur-
rows featuring First Beats and the younger Sunday
school class children.

All are invited to a Christmas Family Fun Night on
Friday, December 2 from 6-8 p.m. in Wesley Hall on
the lower level of the church. We'll share pizza and
decorate cookies to be delivered to people in our
community. If you would like to attend, please RSVP
to Ms. Julia at jlibrizzi@eumc-kzo.org by Tuesday,
November 29.

Labyrinth. The labyrinth will be set up in Wesley
Hall throughout the season of Advent. You are invit-
ed to walk the labyrinth after worship on Sunday or
any Monday - Thursday, 9am-4pm. This labyrinth
requires the removal of your shoes to preserve the
cloth of the labyrinth and can take 10-20 minutes to
walk. We encourage you to try this ancient prayer
practice to quiet your mind, center yourself and al-
low your spirit to move you close to home.

Giving Campaign. Pledge cards may be sent
to the church office or pledges may be made
through the church website at www.umc-
kzo.org/generosity/stewardship.

Advent Concert Series. Returning this Decem-
ber for three Thursday noon concert dates.
DDecember 1 - Larry and Carla Sue, an in-
credible handbell duo.

DDecember 8 - Tweoo jazz trio, led by An-
drew Rathbun, professor of jazz saxophone
from WMU.

DDecember 15 - Choral Scholars & Friends,
featuring Brianna Attard, Hannah Elandt, Isaac
Thompson, Carly Braginton, Justin Hamann,
and Taylor Zickefoose.

Take a break in your day and come experience
the sounds of the season in our beautiful sanc-
tuary. All concerts are sponsored by the Music
and Arts Committee, you may contact Jackie,
jstilger@umec-kzo.org for more information. A
free will offering will be accepted.

December Mission of the Month - The Salva-
tion Army Angel Tree has arrived! Please
choose an angel tag and return it to the tree
with your unwrapped gift by Sunday, Decem-
ber 4. (Please leave gift cards with the security
desk attendant.) Members may also mail a
check to the church with Salvation Army An-
gel Tree in the memo line or donate online by
visiting our website and clicking the Online
Giving link. Thank you!

New Year’s Fest. Plans are well under way for
New Year’s Fest. Kalamazoo First UMC will
be part of the celebration and have entertainers
in the Sanctuary and Wesley Hall. We are look-
ing for volunteers to help throughout the even-
ing. Shifts are 2 hours each and flexible. Every-
one who volunteers will receive a pass to
attend other shows around the park. Sign up in
the Perks area on Sunday mornings or email
Dan Bunker at djbunker@charter.net. Thanks
for being part of the 37th celebration of Kala-
mazoo New Year’s Fest.

Family Camping. Please join us for Family
Camping at Van Buren State Park June 9-11,
2023. Katy McGinnis needs RSVPs and pay-
ment by Dec 4 if you would like her to book
sites. Please contact Katy McGinnis at mcgin-
nik82@gmail.com to add your name and pay
for your site. You may also book your own
sites directly with the State Park if you are not
ready to reserve at this time.

First United Methodist Church, Kalamazoo

HOIMESICK

First Sunday of Advent

November 27, 2022 10:00 a.m.

You are invited in these beginning moments to request prayers using the prayer card found
in the pew pocket. The prayer cards will be collected by an usher, shared with clergy, and if
you wish, offered up to God during worship.

We'd like to connect with you, please fill out a welcome card found
at the end of the pews and place it in the offering basket by the door.

PRELUDE Come Now, Savior of Nations J.S. Bach

ADVENT POETRY Homesick by Rev. Sarah Speed Rev. Julie Kline

*PROCESSIONAL HYMN #196 Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus

*WELCOME AND PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST Rev. Matt Weiler

COMMUNITY PRAYER Deb Search Willoughby
Leader: Can one be homesick for something you've never known?
All: We are homesick for a just world, for peace like rivers,
for the end of suffering.
Leader: Yes, we are homesick—
All: for joy that is contagious, for nations that feel like neighbors,
for hospitals that run empty, and for freedom from all gun violence.
Leader: We are homesick for the world God promises.
All: We are homesick, but we are on our way. God is here. God is still creating.

RESPONSE We Are Waiting
Please join in singing the refrain when indicated.

B p— —
B

e)

William T. Paxson

f——T t fr—T Y t 1 |
' F 2 1 1 1 1 1l |
|| 1 1
| SS——

We are wait-ing.__ We are wait-ing for the Lord. We are wait-ing.

©2004 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved Used with permission OneLicense A-717536

ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING LITURGY

We are a Reconciling Congregation, welcoming all.

First United Methodist Church of Kalamazoo invites all persons to join us on
our journey of faith. Jesus Christ calls us to be an inclusive church that
exemplifies the kingdom of God. We strive to move toward reconciling

relationships with all, affirming those who are marginalized for any reason,
including sexual orientation or gender identity.
We welcome all with open hearts, open minds, open doors.


http://Youtube.com/c/KALAMAZOOfirstunitedmethodistchurch
http://Youtube.com/c/KALAMAZOOfirstunitedmethodistchurch

PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Gracious God, we find ourselves with two options every day—to stay homesick
for the world you had in mind, or to allow cynicism to win. Do we hope against
hope, or do we throw in the towel? Do we insist on a better world, or do we as-
sume it's impossible? Forgive us for the days when cynicism wins. Forgive us
for numbing our homesick hurt instead of using it to fuel a better world. Kin-
dle in us a hope, and the peace of Christ that won't let go. Gratefully we pray,
amen.

LIGHTING THE PEACE CANDLE

WORDS OF FORGIVENESS

Family of faith, even when we throw in the towel, even when we give up on hope, God
does not give up on us. We are love. We are claimed. We are invited closer to God’s
home. So hear and trust this good news:

There is room for us in God’s house, and nothing can separate us from that
love. We are claimed. We are forgiven. We are welcomed home. Thanks be to
God! Amen.

ADVENT SONG The Makings of Holy Clark/Zickefoose
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wide op-en doors. So roll up your sleeves while we still have time to  build.

Music by Taylor Zickefoose Text by Jennifer Clark 2022 All rights reserved. Used with permission.

*SCRIPTURE  Luke 21:25-36

Leader: This is what the Spirit is saying to the church.
All: Thanks be to God.

A TIME FOR THE CHILD WITHIN US ALL Julia Librizzi

SERMON The Stuff of Earth Rev. Matt Weiler

HYMN Wait for the Lord Jacques Berthier
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Wait for the Lord whose day is near.
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Wait for the Lord: be strong, take heart.

©1991 Ateliers et Presses de Taize. All rights reserved. Reprinted with permission. OneLicense A-717536

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our God/Mother/Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

CALL TO OFFERING

OFFERTORY  Christ is Nigh

Hark! a thrilling voice is sounding; “Christ is nigh,” it seems to say, “Cast away the works of darkness, O ye chil-
dren of the day.” Wakened by the solemn warning Let the earthbound soul arise; Christ, our Sun, all ill dispelling,
Shines upon the morning skies. He comes down like fragrant showers, raining on the fruitful earth, Love and joy
and hope, like flowers springing on his path to birth: See before him on the mountains Peace, the valiant herald,
go; Righteousness, in flowing fountains, From the hills to valleys flow. Kings and monarchs bow before him, Myrrh
and gold and incense bring; For all nations shall adore him, Laud and praise, their offering; Unto him shall prayer
unceasing, with our daily vows ascend; His great kingdom still increasing, Kingdom that shall have no end. Lo, the
Lamb, so long expected, Comes with pardon down from Heav’n; Let us haste, with tears of sorrow, One and all to
be forgiven. Honor, glory, might, and blessing Be to God: the Father, Son; And the everlasting Spirit, While eternal
ages run.

*THE DOXOLOGY O Glorious God
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Come, Je - sus, our Em - man - u - el.

Tune: Old 100th. Text: Paula Meador Testerman
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION

Holy God, we long for the day that you spoke of when swords will be beaten
into plowshares, the lion will lie down with the lamb, and justice will roll like
waters. Until that holy day comes, take these gifts and use them to build that
world here. In hopefulness we pray. Amen.

OUR SHARED LIFE
*HYMN #213  Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates (UMH-red hymnal)

BLESSING

POSTLUDE Praeludium in a minor J.S. Bach

UMH -The United Methodist Hymnal, FWS - The Faith We Sing

THIS WEEK’S EVENTS

Sunday, November 27

10:00 a.m. Worship - Sanctuary

10:00 a.m. Friendship Village Satellite Worship
11:00 a.m. Sunday School for all ages

11:00 a.m. Parent Fellowship - Rm 209

12:00 p.m. Manna Friendsgiving

2:30 p.m. Memorial Visitation - Parlor

3:30 p.m. Memorial Service & Reception - Sanctuary
6:00 p.m. Youth Group - Youth Center

Monday, November 28
11:30 a.m. Prayer Group - Parlor

Tuesday, November 29

9:30 a.m. Worship Planning - Zoom

12:30 p.m. All Staff CPR/AED Training - Parlor
4:15 p.m. First Beats - Choir Room

6:30 p.m. Manna - Youth Center

Wednesday, November 30

8:00 a.m. Yoga - Zoom

9:00 a.m. Dawn Patrol - Parlor

10:30 a.m. Helping Our Neighbor - Zoom
12:00 p.m. Cuppa Inspiration - Facebook Live
1:00 p.m. Food Pantry - Curbside Only

Thursday, December 1

9:30 a.m. First Stitchers - Fellowship Room

11:00 a.m. Youth Ministry Team - Rm 305

12:00 p.m. Advent Concert - Sanctuary

1:00 p.m. Leadership Team - Zoom

6:00 p.m. Handbell Choir - Wesley Hall

7:15 p.m. Chancel Singers - Wesley Hall

7:30 p.m. Junior First Strings & Winds - Choir Room

Friday, December 2
6:00 p.m. Christmas Family Fun - Wesley Hall

Saturday, December 3
No events scheduled

Winter Weather Closing Policy

The church will always be open
for worship on Sunday.

Please use discretion deciding
when to venture out.

Weekday meetings may be can-
celled if travel is dangerous.

Team and committee chairs are
asked to contact the church and
their team/committee if a meeting
is cancelled.

Please check Channel 3 news, our
website, Facebook, and email for
closing notices.

Please note the church may be
open even when area schools are
closed.




Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus
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WORDS: Charles Wesley, 1744
MUSIC: Rowland H. Prichard, 1830; harm. from The English Hymnal, 1906
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213  Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates

MUSIC: Psalmodia Evangelica, 1789
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1. Lift up your heads, ye might - vy gates;
2. Fling wide  the por - tals of your heart;
3. Re - deem - er, come, with us a - bide;
4. Thy Ho - ly Spir - it lead us on
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the King of kings is draw - ing near;
from earth - ly use for  heaven’s em -  ploy,
let us thy in - ner pres - ence feel;
e - ter - nal praise, e - ter - nal fame
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the Sav - ior of the world is here!
a - dorned with prayer and love and joy.
thy grace and love in us re - veal
be of - fered, Sav - ior, to thy name!
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