
We’re glad you are our guest today!  

If you are worshipping with us for the first 

time, please stop by the Welcome Center. 

Child care is provided on the second floor 

for infants through 3-year-olds with fully 

vaccinated and masked staff.  

Worship activities for children can be 

found on a cart outside the side sanctuary 

doors.  

LARGE print Bibles and Hymnals are 

available at the Park Street entrance.  

Hearing assistance devices are available 

at the Welcome Center. 

Today’s service is being livestreamed 

and recorded. You can request a free 

copy of the DVD from the office. You can 

find previous worship services on our  

website: http://www.umc-kzo.org/mp3.asp. 

You may view worship services on our 

YouTube channel: YouTube.com/c/

KALAMAZOOfirstunitedmethodistchurch  

(269) 381-6340  †  www.umc-kzo.org 

 

 

UPCOMING SUNDAY WORSHIP 
 

November 27, 2022 
10:00 a.m. Worship 

First Sunday of Advent 
Rev. Matt Weiler 

Luke 21:25-36  
 

December 4, 2022 
10:00 a.m. Worship 

Second Sunday of Advent 
Rev. Julie Kline 
Luke 1: 57-66  

 

Clergy & Directors 
 

Rev. Julie Kline 

     Lead Pastor 

Rev. Matt Weiler 

     Pastor of Community Formation 

Jacqueline Stilger 

     Director of Music 

Julia Librizzi 

    Director of Children and Families    
 Ministries 

Thom Victor 

     Director of Congregational Care 

Ruth LaMachia 

     Director of Business Administration 

We are a Reconciling Congregation, welcoming all. 
 

First United Methodist Church of Kalamazoo invites all persons to join us on our jour-

ney of faith. Jesus Christ calls us to be an inclusive church that exemplifies the kingdom 

of God. We strive to move toward reconciling relationships with all, affirming those 

who are marginalized for any reason, including sexual orientation or gender identity.  

We welcome all with  open hearts, open minds, open doors.  

November 20, 2022 

10:00 a.m. 

WORSHIP LEADERS 

Rev. Julie Kline, Rev. Dan Duncan                         

Chris Bovid, Chair of Trustees 

Director of Music Organist Clarinetist                  

Jacqueline Stilger Bernie Foulk Karla Evens 

Acolytes: Michael Bovid, Kaden Seals 

Satellite Worship Coordinator: Pastor Thom Victor 

Lead AV Engineer: Casey Curran 

AV Team: Bryan Heany, Bob Lane, Drew Eaton 

INCLUSIVE LANGUAGE 
In our worship, we strive to witness to the whole-

ness of God, embracing the diversity of images of 

God that are found within Scriptures. We will seek 

to include male, female, and gender-neutral lan-

guage and imagery for God, and utilize language 

that helps to avoid binary terms in pronouns and 

images of people. In our hymns and liturgy, we in-

vite you to use pronouns that best express your prac-

tice and affirm your faith.  
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

The Future of the United Methodist Church. Much 

has happened that will shape the UMC’s future. It is 

important that our congregation be aware of these 

developments. Today Deb Search Willoughby and 

David Lundquist will lead an Academy Class at 

11:15 in the Parlor which will provide the opportuni-

ty to hear more about what is happening within the 

denomination, to discuss and ask questions, and to 

learn how the UMC’s future may or may not impact 

First United Methodist Church of Kalamazoo.  
 

Family Camping. Please join us for Family Camping 

at Van Buren State Park June 9-11, 2023.  Katy 

McGinnis needs RSVPs and payment by Dec 4 if you 

would like her to book sites. Please contact Katy 

McGinnis at mcginnik82@gmail.com to add your 

name and pay for your site. You may also book your 

own sites directly with the State Park if you are not 

ready to reserve at this time.   
 

Junior First Strings and Winds. We are forming a 

youth orchestra to play at the 4 p.m. Christmas Eve 

service. Youths who have had at least one year of 

music lessons on their instruments are welcome to 

join. Rehearsals will be Thursdays, November 17 

and December 1, 8, 15, & 22 at 7:30 p.m. in the choir 

room. Please contact Anne Sherfield at 269-760-3803 

with any questions. 

 

 

 

November Mission of the Month - Ministry 

with Community’s Annual Underwear Party. 

A collection box will be located near the securi-

ty desk. Requested items this year are: men’s 

boxers or boxer briefs, women’s underwear, 

thermal undergarments, sweatshirts and 

sweatpants, insulated gloves, winter hats, neck 

warmers or scarves, hand warmers. Please do-

nate plain-colored, new items in men’s and 

women’s adult sizes: M-3XL. No hand-crafted 

yarn items, please. 
 

Advent Concert Series. Returning this Decem-

ber for three Thursday noon concert dates.  

♪December 1 will feature an incredible hand-

bell duo.  

♪December 8 will have a jazz trio led by An-

drew Rathbun, professor of jazz saxophone 

from WMU. 

♪December 15 will feature our own Choral 

Scholars along with other college-age musi-

cians from Kalamazoo First UMC.  

Take a break in your day and come experience 

the sounds of the season in our beautiful sanc-

tuary. All concerts are sponsored by the Music 

and Arts Committee, you may contact Jackie, 

jstilger@umc-kzo.org for more information. A 

free will offering will be accepted. 
 

Save the date. First Beats musical is coming up 

on Dec. 18, called “Room for Christmas” by 

Mark Burrows featuring First Beats and the 

younger Sunday school class children.  
 

New Year’s Fest. Kalamazoo First UMC will  

be part of the celebration and have entertainers 

in the Sanctuary and Wesley Hall. We are look-

ing for volunteers to help throughout the even-

ing. Shifts are 2 hours each and flexible. All 

volunteers will receive a pass to the festival.  

Sign up in the Perks area on Sunday mornings 

or email Dan Bunker at djbunker@charter.net. 

Thanks for being part of New Year’s Fest. 
 

Giving Campaign. Pledge cards may be sent 

to the church office or pledges may be made 

through the church website at www.umc-

kzo.org/generosity/stewardship  
 

All are invited to a Christmas Family Fun 

Night on Friday, December 2 from 6-8 p.m. in 

Wesley Hall on the lower level of the church. 

We'll share pizza and decorate cookies to be 

delivered to people in our community. If you 

would like to attend, please RSVP to Ms. Julia 

at jlibrizzi@umc-kzo.org by Tuesday, Novem-

ber 29. 

 

 

http://Youtube.com/c/KALAMAZOOfirstunitedmethodistchurch
http://Youtube.com/c/KALAMAZOOfirstunitedmethodistchurch


 

Winter Weather Closing Policy 
 

The church will always be 

open for worship on Sunday.  
 

Please use discretion deciding 

when to venture out. 
 

Weekday meetings may be   

cancelled if travel is dangerous.  
 

Team and committee chairs are 

asked to contact the church and 

their team/committee if a meet-

ing is cancelled.  
 

Please check Channel 3 news, 

our website, Facebook, and 

email for closing notices.  
 

Please note the church may be 

open even when area schools 

are closed. 

THIS WEEK’S EVENTS 

 

Sunday, November 20 
10:00 a.m. Worship - Sanctuary 
10:00 a.m. Friendship Village Satellite Worship 
11:00 a.m. Sunday School for all ages 
11:00 a.m. Parent Fellowship - Rm 209 
4:00 p.m. Bronson Place Worship - The Fountains 

Auditorium 
 

Monday, November 21 
11:30 a.m. Prayer Group - Parlor 
 

Tuesday, November 22 
9:30 a.m. Worship Planning - Zoom 
12:30 p.m. Staff Meeting (Photo) - TBD 
1:00 p.m. Facilities Team Meeting - Parlor 
4:15 p.m. First Beats - Choir Room 
5:15 p.m. Finance Team - Zoom 
6:30 p.m. Manna - Youth Center 
6:30 p.m. Church Council - Zoom 
 

Wednesday, November 23 
8:00 a.m. Yoga - Zoom 
9:00 a.m. Dawn Patrol - Parlor 
12:00 p.m. Cuppa Inspiration - Facebook Live 
1:00 p.m. Food Pantry - Curbside Only 
 

Thursday, November 24 
The Building will be closed. Happy Thanksgiving! 
 

Friday, November 25 
The building will be closed. Happy Thanksgiving! 
 

Saturday, November 26 
9:00 a.m. Decorating for Advent 
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