UPCOMING SUNDAY WORSHIP

September 4
10:00 a.m. Worship

Rev. Matt Weiler
Questions of Faith
Can’t we get along without
hurting others?

September 11
10:00 a.m. Worship

Rev. Julie Kline
Rejoice Sunday!
Luke 15:1-10

We’re glad you are our guest today!
If you are worshipping with us for the first
time, please stop by the Welcome Center.

Child care with fully vaccinated caregivers
is provided on the second floor for infants
through 3-year-olds.

Worship activities for children can be
found on a cart outside the side sanctuary
doors.

LARGE print Bibles and Hymnals are
available at the Park Street entrance.

Hearing assistance devices are available
at the Welcome Center.

Today’s service is being live-streamed
and recorded. You may request a free
copy of the DVD from the office. You can
find previous worship services on our
website or YouTube. Please subscribe to
our channel. YouTube.com/c/
KALAMAZOOfirstunitedmethodistchurch
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The rosebuds this morning are in celebration of the births
of Adele Allexan Kline, great-granddaughter of Jan Kline
Hunt and Bob Hunt; and Franklin Liam Albert, child of
Hannah Frieda and Marton Albert, sibling of Viktoria.

INCLUSIVE LANGUAGE

In our worship, we strive to witness to the whole-

ness of God, embracing the diversity of images of
God that are found within Scriptures. We will seek
to include male, female, and gender-neutral lan-
guage and imagery for God, and utilize language
that helps to avoid binary terms in pronouns and
images of people. In our hymns and liturgy, we in-
vite you to use pronouns that best express your prac-
tice and affirm your faith.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Youth/Children = Ministry Meeting.  Parents/
guardians, youth and children, please join Pastor
Matt and Ms. Julia in the Youth Center in the lower
level after church on Sept. 11 for snacks and a short
meeting. Important forms for the current school year
will be available for parents/guardians to complete.
Calendars will be given out so families can save im-
portant dates for this year. Come chat with us about
our ministries and explore the youth center on the
lower level and the children’s area on the 2nd floor!
Sunday School. Sunday school for children age 4
through 5th grade will begin on Sunday, September
18 in room 203 from 11:15 a.m. to 12:15 p.m.

Family Fun for all ages! The Children and Families

Ministries Team invites you to join us Sunday, Sep-
tember 18, 2022 at VerHage Fruit Farm and Cider
Mill at 1 p.m. for apple picking! Each family needs to
be prepared to purchase the apples they pick, the
fun activities they decided to add on, and the deli-
cious treats they want to buy! Please RSVP to Julia
Librizzi at jlibrizzi@umc-kzo.org.

UMW General Meeting and Celebration. Wednes-
day September 7, 10:30 a.m. in parlor. Due to Covid
concerns, there will not be a luncheon; dessert will
be served in perks/parlor area.

What is Heaven? This morning following
worship, Carol Hodges will lead a discussion
in the Parlor further exploring John 3:1-15
and our questions of faith.

UMW Sale. Before and after worship on Sun-
day, September 11 & 18, the United Method-
ist Women will be selling many silver-plated
items that are no longer used for church
events and receptions. Thank you for helping
us to find new homes for these pieces.

Music Ministry invites all to join this fall.
Chancel Singers rehearsals will begin on
Thursday, September 8 at 7:15 p.m. If you
love to sing and want to experience the love
of God and the joy of creating music with
others, then please come and join us on Sep-
tember 8 in the sanctuary.

Handbells will begin rehearsals on Thursday,
September 15 at 6 p.m. in Wesley Hall. Our
adult handbell ensemble has open positions
and also needs substitute ringers.

First Beats Children’s Ensemble will begin
rehearsals on Tuesday, September 13 from
4:15- 5:30 p.m. First Beats is a music ensemble
open to children in grades 3-8. We experience
the love of God through music making in
many ways, learn the foundations of music,
and share our gifts and talents with the con-
gregation. If you would like to experience the
fun and enrichment of music ministry, please
be in touch with our Director of Music, Jackie
Stilger at jstilger@umc-kzo.org.

August Mission of the Month. The funds for
our Helping Our Neighbors ministry are
getting low! As a response to the skyrocket-
ing needs of our underserved neighbors, the
Outreach Team's August Mission of the
Month will be a financial contribution to
Helping Our Neighbors. Throughout the
month, please consider donating by check
(please include Helping Our Neighbors in
the memo line) or you can also donate online
through our website to this important out-
reach ministry. Thank you for your support
in helping people feel secure in their homes.
Biking Beautiful Kalamazoo. Join our small
biking group as we explore the trails around
Kalamazoo, We meet Monday evenings.
Wheaton  at
dawheaton53@gmail.com for more infor-

Please email Dawn

mation.

August 28, 2022
10:00 a.m.
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METHODIST
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Questions of Faith

What is Heaven?

We are a Reconciling Congregation, welcoming all.

First United Methodist Church of Kalamazoo invites all persons to join us on our jour-
ney of faith. Jesus Christ calls us to be an inclusive church that exemplifies the kingdom
of God. We strive to move toward reconciling relationships with all, affirming those
who are marginalized for any reason, including sexual orientation or gender identity.
We welcome all with open hearts, open minds, open doors.


http://Youtube.com/c/KALAMAZOOfirstunitedmethodistchurch
http://Youtube.com/c/KALAMAZOOfirstunitedmethodistchurch

TWELFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

You are invited in these beginning moments to request prayers using the prayer card
found in the pew pocket. The prayer cards will be collected by an usher, shared with
clergy, and if you wish, offered up to God during worship.

We'd like to connect with you, please fill out a welcome card found
at the end of the pews and place it in the offering basket by the door.

*Please rise in body or in spirit

PRELUDE Our Father, Who Art in Heaven

H. Scheidemann

WELCOME Rev. Julie Kline

*OPENING PRAYER Tammy Eaton

Heavenly Father, heavenly Mother,

Holy and blessed is your true name.

We pray for your reign of peace to come,

we pray that your good will be done,

Let heaven and earth become one.

Give us this day the bread we need,

give it to those who have none.

Let forgiveness flow like a river between us,

from each one to each one.

Lead us to holy innocence beyond the evil of our days
—come swiftly Mother, Father come.

For yours is the power and the glory and the mercy:

Forever your name is All in One. Amen.
Parker J. Palmer

*OPENING HYMN #369 Blessed Assurance (UMH-red hymnal)
During the singing of the hymn, the children are invited to meet Ms. Julia at the back of the
sanctuary to help bring in the light of Christ.

LIGHTING THE CHRIST CANDLES
We light these candles to remind us that Jesus is always with us.

Julia Librizzi

CHILDREN'’S BLESSING
LIGHTING THE PEACE CANDLE & PASSING THE PEACE
RESPONSE TO THE PEACE #2166  Christ Beside Me (FWS-black hymnal)

*SCRIPTURE John 3:1-15

This is what the Spirit is saying to the church.
Thanks be to God.

HYMN #2123 (v. 1) Loving Spirit (FWS-black hymnal)

MESSAGE Heavenly Things Rev. Julie Kline

RESPONSE TO THE MESSAGE #2123 (v. 2-5) Loving Spirit (FWS-black hymnal)

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE Rev. Matt Weiler

CALL TO OFFERING

The offering of your prayers, presence, gifts, service, and witness is a faithful partici-
pation in the life of the church. Your financial gifts can be given at the baskets at
the door, through our website, mailed to the church, or by electronic fund transfer.

OFFERTORY Swing Low, Sweet Chariot
Pianists: Carol Hodges, Buff Coe

arr. by Lloyd Larson

*THE DOXOLOGY #94 Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;

praise God, all creatures here below: Alleluia! Alleluia!
Praise God, the source of all our gifts!

Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts!

Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION

Merciful God, thank you for the gift of abundant, eternal life. We give
thanks for the blessings and opportunities that fill our lives. Call us into
your presence and give us the grace to be co-creators of your kingdom
here on earth and in heaven. Through these gifts that we offer may earth
and heaven become one. Amen.

*OUR SHARED LIFE
*CLOSING HYMN #2282 I’ll Fly Away (FWS-black hymnal)
*BLESSING

POSTLUDE My Soul, Now Praise Thy Maker D. Buxtehude

UMH -The United Methodist Hymnal; FWS - The Faith We Sing

THIS WEEK’S EVENTS

Sunday, August 28

10:00 a.m. Worship - Sanctuary

10:00 a.m. Friendship Village Satellite - Kiva

4:00 p.m. Bronson Place Satellite Worship - The
Fountains Auditorium

Monday, August 29
11:30 a.m. Prayer Group - Parlor
6:30 p.m. Biking Small Group

Tuesday, August 30
9:30 a.m. Worship Planning - Zoom
12:30 p.m. All Staff Meeting - Location TBD

Wednesday, August 31

8:00 a.m. Yoga - Zoom

9:00 a.m. Dawn Patrol - Zoom

10:30 a.m. HON Meeting - Zoom

12:00 p.m. Cuppa Inspiration - Facebook Live
1:00 p.m. Food Pantry - Curbside Only

Thursday, September 1

9:30 a.m. First Stitchers - Fellowship Room

9:30 a.m. Office Support Meeting - Virtual

1:00 p.m. Leadership Team - Zoom

2:30 p.m. HON Phone Team - Zoom

Friday, September 2

No scheduled events

Saturday, September 3

No scheduled events

Sunday, September 4

10:00 a.m. Worship - Sanctuary

10:00 a.m. Friendship Village Satellite - Kiva

3:30 p.m. Memorial Service - Sanctuary

4:00 p.m. Bronson Place Satellite Worship - The
Fountains Auditorium.

Monday, September 5 - Labor Day

The building will be closed for the Holiday

Connect Card. ...

Scan the QR code below to be directed
to our Connect Card.
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Blessed Assurance
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1. Blessed as-surance, Je-sus is mine! O what a foretaste of glo-ry di-vine!

2. Perfect submission, perfect de-light, visions of rap-ture now burston my sight;
3. Perfectsubmission, all is at rest; I in mySav-ior am hap-pyand blest,
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love. This is my sto-ry, thisis my song, praising my Sav-ior all the day
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long; thisismy sto-ry, thisis my song, praising my Sav-ior all theday long.
Words by Fanny J. Crosby, 1873; Music by Phoebe P. Knapp, 1873. Public Domain.

Christ Beside Me

[}
;9 » X —
D)

&

1.,3. Christ be - side me, Christ  be - fore me,
2. Christ on my right hand, Christ on my left hand,
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Christ be - hind me — King of my heart;
& Christ all a - round me — shield in the strife;
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Christ with - in me, Christ be - low me,
Christ in my sleep - ing, Christ in my sit -  ting,
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Christ a - bove me — nev-er to part.
Christin my rs - ing — light of my life.

Words adapt. James Quinn; Music: Gaelic trad. melody, Harm. © 1989 United Methodist Publishing House. Used by Permission, OneLicense A-717536.



Loving Spirit
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1. Lov - ing Spir-it, lov-ing Spir - it, you have cho - sen me to
2. Like a moth-er you en - fold me, hold my Ilife with-in your
3. Like a fa-ther you pro - tect me, teach me the dis-cern - ing
4. Friend and lov - er, in your close-ness I am known and held and

Lov - ing Spir-it, lov-ing Spir - it, you have cho - sen me to
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be— you have drawn me to your won-der, you have set your sign on me.
of yourflesh and bone.
eye, hoist me up up-onyourshoulder, let me see the world from high.
blessed: In your prom-ise is my com-fort, in your presence I
be— you have drawn me to your won-der, you have set your sign on me.

MUSIC (KINGDOM 87.87): V. Earle Copes; WORDS: Shirley Erena Murray © 1987 The Hymn Society, admin. by Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission, OneLicense A-7 1 7536.

own, feed me with yourver-y bod -y, form me

may rest.



2282 I'll Fly Away
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1. Some glad morn-ing when this life is o’er,
2. When the shad-ows of this life have gone,
3. Just a few more wea - ry days and then,
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. to a home on God’s ce - les- tial shore,
e a . like a bird from pris-on bars has flown,
y a-ways to a land where joys shall nev-er end,
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ri fly a-way. ru fly a-way, O glo-ry,
fly a-way, fly a-way. fly a-way,
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ru fly a-way. When I die, hal-le -

fly a-way, in the morn-ing.
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Words and music © 1932, 1960 Albert E. Brumley & Sons, admin. by Integrated Copyright Group. Used by permission, OneLicense A-7 17536
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