Children's Nature Playscape. Volunteers are
needed to help in the Children’s Nature Play-
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We’re glad you are our guest today!
If you are worshipping with us for the first
time, please stop by the Welcome Center.

Child care with fully vaccinated caregivers
is provided on the second floor for infants
through 3-year-olds.

Worship activities for children can be
found on a cart outside the side sanctuary
doors.

LARGE print Bibles and Hymnals are
available at the Park Street entrance.

Hearing assistance devices are available
at the Welcome Center.

Today’s service is being live-streamed
and recorded. You may request a free
copy of the DVD from the office. You can
find previous worship services on our
website or YouTube. Please subscribe to
our channel. YouTube.com/c/
KALAMAZOOfirstunitedmethodistchurch
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INCLUSIVE LANGUAGE

In our worship, we strive to witness to the whole-
ness of God, embracing the diversity of images of
God that are found within Scriptures. We will seek
to include male, female, and gender-neutral lan-

Lisa Stucky

guage and imagery for God, and utilize language
that helps to avoid binary terms in pronouns and
images of people. In our hymns and liturgy, we in-
vite you to use pronouns that best express your prac-
tice and affirm your faith.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Family Foundations Summer. The Family Founda-
tions, (group for parents of young children,)
Wednesday Night Summer Fellowship this week
August 17 is at the Splash Pad in River Oaks County
Park — 9202 E. Michigan Ave. Galesburg, MI 49053.
$5 daily parking fee or Annual Kalamazoo County
Vehicle Permit is needed for entry. Join us in the pa-

vilion next to the splash pad for some pizza! Please
rsvp to Julia Librizzi at jlibrizzi@umc-kzo.org so we
are sure to pick up enough pizza and bring a drink,
towels, and a dish to pass!

Biking Beautiful Kalamazoo. Join our small biking
group as we explore the trails around Kalamazoo,
We meet Monday evenings. Please email Dawn
Wheaton at dawheaton53@gmail.com for more infor-
mation.

Monthly Styrofoam Recycling Today. The second
Sunday of each month is your opportunity to bring
EPS foam to our collection box at church. Only foam
labeled 6, rinsed and wiped clean food containers,
and items that break when bent are accepted.

Native Garden. When you're next at church, you're
encouraged to visit our Wild Ones certified native
plant butterfly garden! The garden includes cone-
flowers, milkweed, rattlesnake master, bergamot,
compass plant and more—and you can catch the
mid-summer blooms now! Thank you to Molly Wil-
liams for serving as steward of this beautiful space.

scape, which recently had their Phase One
opening and is located across the street from
Bronson Park. They are looking for volun-
teers who would be willing to volunteer at
least one day a month to help supervise chil-
dren in the Playscape during current open
hours: Tuesday and Thursday from 11 a.m. to
3 p.m, Saturdays from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m and
Sundays from 12 to 4 p.m. A Playscape staff
person will be on site to deal with the logis-
tics of opening and closing. If you think you
would like to spend some time outside
watching children explore and play, and
have the enthusiasm to welcome families into
the nature playscape, please consider signing
up. You may sign up by contacting Kory at
Kory@kalamazooplayscape.org.
August Mission of the Month. The funds for
our Helping Our Neighbors ministry are
getting low! As a response to the skyrocket-
ing needs of our underserved neighbors, the
Outreach Team's August Mission of the
Month will be a financial contribution to
Helping Our Neighbors. Throughout the
month, please consider donating by check
(please include Helping Our Neighbors in
the memo line) or you can also donate online
through our website to this important out-
reach ministry. Thank you for your support
in helping people feel secure in their homes.
Updated Mask Practice.
e Masks will be required within the church
as a general practice.
e Masks will continue to be available at the
doors off the parking lot.
e If you would prefer to worship at home,
please join us online.
e We expect that all persons who are able,
will be vaccinated.
Please be aware that this practice has the po-
tential to change again should community
circumstances change. Throughout this pan-
demic we have valued most highly the prac-
tice of loving our neighbor. Let us continue
this in thought, word, and action as we con-
tinue to navigate the challenges of the pan-
demic. Thank you for your assistance as we
work to prioritize the health of our congrega-
tion and community.

METHODIST

CH U R C H oF KALAMAZOO
(269) 381-6340 t* www.umc-kzo.org

TENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

You are invited in these beginning moments to request prayers using the prayer card
found in the pew pocket. The prayer cards will be collected by an usher, shared with
clergy, and if you wish, offered up to God during worship.

We'd like to connect with you, please fill out a welcome card found
at the end of the pews and place it in the offering basket by the door.

*Please rise in body or in spirit

GATHERING MUSIC How Beautiful Twila Paris, setting by John Carter

WELCOME Rev. Julie Kline

*CALL TO WORSHIP Deb Search Willoughby
Leader: We gather to worship God,

All: Who creates us and loves us;

Leader: Who gifts us with diversity and makes us for community;

All: Who gives Jesus Christ to show us how to live;

L: Who inspires children, youth, young adults, and people of all ages,

A: To seek justice, share power, and live together in love and equality;
L: Who invites us to join in the struggle for wholeness and wellbeing for all,
A: and whose presence, grace, and love sustain us in our living.

L: We gather to worship God.

A: To God be all the glory, honor, and praise!

*OPENING HYMN #92 For the Beauty of the Earth (UMH-red hymnal)

PRAYER OF GRATEFUL PRAISE

We are a Reconciling Congregation, welcoming all.

First United Methodist Church of Kalamazoo invites all persons to join us on our jour-
ney of faith. Jesus Christ calls us to be an inclusive church that exemplifies the kingdom
of God. We strive to move toward reconciling relationships with all, affirming those
who are marginalized for any reason, including sexual orientation or gender identity.
We welcome all with open hearts, open minds, open doors.


http://Youtube.com/c/KALAMAZOOfirstunitedmethodistchurch
http://Youtube.com/c/KALAMAZOOfirstunitedmethodistchurch

*HYMN #144  This is My Father’s World (UMH-red hymnal)
During the singing of the hymn, the children are invited to meet Ms. Julia at the back of the
sanctuary to help bring in the light of Christ.

LIGHTING THE CHRIST CANDLES & CHILDREN'’S BLESSING Julia Librizzi

We light these candles to remind us that Jesus is always with us.

MUSICAL RESPONSE  We Are the Light of the World
A soloist will sing the verse and invite the congregation to sing the refrain.
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We are the light of the world. May our light shine be-fore all.
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That they may see the love that we share and give glo - ry to God.

Words and music by Jean Anthony Greif © OCP used with permission. OneLicense#A-717536

*SCRIPTURE Eco-Beatitudes

Blessed are we when we treasure the wisdom of the earth,

receiving survival strategies whispered underground by bristlecone pine and sequoia,
returning the praise songs of nuthatch and titmouse, flocking together with the mur-
muration maps of bees and bats and butterflies, and pollinating possibilities for liv-
ing in these beautiful ruins.

Woe to us when losses of profit are considered more costly than losses of
habitat, health, or home.
Holy confrontation with corporations that harm is the faithful labor of Love.

Blessed are we when our daily actions and interactions align with dreams for
collective flourishing,

and pattern our days with the small, the slow, and the simple, moving through the
world gently, with gratitude, attentive to beauty, savoring the lifeforce that flows freely
through it all.

Woe to us when we privatize natural resources,
when we hoard and steal the gifts of the land, or conceal patterns of colonization.
The only way to planetary healing is through return, reparations, and repair.

Blessed are we when our grief propels us toward protection,

our wild love for the world motivating our every dream. No escape, no denial, but
holding what is in our cupped hands and broken open hearts, our prayers poured
forth like libations of lament, remembrance, and promise.

Woe to us when we cross the boundaries of the earth;

when we continue to push, extract, and consume in willful refusal of glaring devasta-
tion, and need for rest. Unsustainable practices diminish and destroy the rhythms of
life.

Blessed are we when we remember we're “we,” not “me,” or “us and them,”
bound to each other cellularly and socially, holding and being held in the web of re-
lations, honoring each species extinction as a death of divinity, each oil spill open-
ing our veins, each pipeline poisoning our precious lifeblood, each encounter, an
opening for the medicine of care.

Woe to us when we do not choose solidarity,

when we protect ourselves at the expense of others, or silo our struggles as if they
are inseparable. For climate justice must be gender justice must be racial justice
must be disability justice must be a matter of leaving all domination behind.

By Rev. Anna Blaedel & Rev. M. Jade Barclay

*HYMN #149 Let’s Sing Unto the Lord (UMH-red hymnal)

*GOSPEL LESSONS Matthew 5:10-12 and Luke 6:20-26
LIGHTING THE PEACE CANDLE AND PASSING THE PEACE

MESSAGE Courage to Stand Beside the Persecuted Rev. Julie Kline

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & HEALING PRAYER

We join with the earth and with each other.
To create the human community
To promote justice and peace
To remember our children
We join together as many and diverse expressions of one loving mystery:
for the healing of the earth and the renewal of all life.
*HYMN #2175 Together We Serve (FWS-black hymnal)
CHANGE THE WORLD OFFERING - Helping Our Neighbor
In our prayer for healing, we prayed that we would join with the earth and each other
to create human community, promote justice and peace, and to remember our chil-
dren. What are specific and actual ways in which we can and will do this? We invite
you to write down an offering for ways in which you can change the world and bring
them to the prayer quilt when you are so moved, along with an offering for HON if
you are able. If a financial offering is not possible for you or you have given online,
you are welcome to touch the offering cup as a sign of your prayers and gifts.

OUR SHARED LIFE
*HYMN #2190  Bring Forth the Kingdom (FWS-black hymnal)

*BLESSING

UMH -The United Methodist Hymnal; FWS - The Faith We Sing

THIS WEEK’S EVENTS

Sunday, August 14

10:00 a.m. Worship - Sanctuary

10:00 a.m. Friendship Village Satellite - Kiva

4:00 p.m. Bronson Place Satellite Worship - The
Fountains Auditorium

Monday, August 15

11:30 a.m. Prayer Group - Parlor
6:30 p.m. Biking Small Group
7:00 p.m. Dream Team - Zoom

Tuesday, August 16

9:30 a.m. Worship Planning - Zoom

12:30 p.m. All Staff Meeting - Location TBD
5:15 p.m. Finance Team - Zoom

Wednesday, August 17

8:00 a.m. Yoga - Zoom

9:00 a.m. Dawn Patrol - Zoom

10:30 a.m. HON Meeting - Zoom

12:00 p.m. Cuppa Inspiration - Facebook Live

1:00 p.m. Food Pantry - Curbside Only

6:00 p.m. Summer Family Foundations Fellowship -
River Oaks Park

Thursday, August 18

9:30 a.m. First Stitchers - Fellowship Room
9:30 a.m. Trustees - Zoom

2:30 p.m. HON Phone Team - Zoom

Friday, August 19
No scheduled events

Saturday, August 20

No scheduled events

Sunday, August 21

10:00 a.m. Worship - Sanctuary

10:00 a.m. Friendship Village Satellite - Kiva

4:00 p.m. Bronson Place Satellite Worship - The
Fountains Auditorium.

Connect Card. ...

Scan the QR code below to be directed
to our Connect Card.
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For the beau-ty of theearth, for the glo -ry of the skies,
For the beau-ty  of eachhour of the day and of the night,
For the joy of ear and eye, for the heartand mind’s de-light,
For the joy of hu-manlove, broth-er, sis-ter, par-ent, child,
For thy church, that ev - er -more lift-eth ho-ly hands a-bove,
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for the love which from our birth
hill and vale, and tree and flower, sun and moon, and stars of light;
for the mys-tic har - mo -ny link-ing sense to sound and sight;
friends on earth and friends a -bove, for all gen -tle thoughts and mild;
of-fering up on ev - ery shore her pure sac -ri - fice of love; -
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Lord of all, to thee weraise this ourhymn of grate-ful praise.
* Christ, our God, to  thee weraise this our sac - ri - fice  of praise.
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This Is My Father’s World

s i
%};l& 1
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na- ture sings, and round me rings the mu-sic of the spheres.
morn-ing light, the lil - y white, de - clare their mak-er’s praise.
though the wrong seems oft sostrong, God is the rul- er yet.
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This is my Fa-ther’s world: I rest me in the thought of
This is my Fa-ther’s world: he shinesin all that’s fair; in the
This is my Father’s world: why should my heart be sad? The
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rocks and trees, of

rust-ling grass I

skies and seas; his
hear him pass; he speaks to

hand the

won-ders wrought.
me ev-ery-where.

Lord is King; let the heav-ens ring! God reigns; let the earthbe  glad!
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WORDS: Maltbie D. Babcock, 1901 TERRA BEATA
MUSIC: Trad. English melody; adapt. by Franklin L. Sheppard, 1915 SMD
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Cantemos al Senor
(Let’s Sing unto the Lord)
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WORDS: Carlos Rosas; trans. by Roberto Escamilla, Elise S. Eslinger, and ROSAS
George Lockwood, 1983, 1987 (Ps. 19) 67.68 D with Refrain

MUSIC: Carlos Rosas; arr. by Raquel Mora Martinez

© 1976 Resource Publications, Inc.; trans. © 1989 The United Methodist Publishing House;
arr. © 1983 The United Methodist Publishing House
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2175 Together We Serve
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1. To - geth-er we serve, u - nit-ed by love, in -
2. We seek to Dbe - come a bea-con of hope, a
3. We wel-come the scarred, the wealth-y, the poor, the
4. To - geth-er, by grace, we wit-ness and work, re -
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vit - ing God’s world to the glo - ri - ous feast. We
lamp for the heart and a light for the feet. We
bus - y, the lone - ly, and all who need care. We
mem - ber - ing Je - sus, in whom we grow strong. To -
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work and we pray through sor - row and joy, ex -
learn, year by year, to let love shine through un -
of - fer a home o those who will come, our
geth - er we  serve in Spir - it and truth, re =
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tend - ing your love to the last and the least.
til we see Christ in each per - son we meet.
hands quick to help, our hearts read - y to dare.
mem - ber - ing love s the strength of our  song.
WORDS: Daniel Charles Damon SAN ANSELMO

MUSIC: Daniel Charles Damon
© 1998 Hope Publishing Co.
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Bring Forth the Kingdom

Leader All
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1. You are salt for the earth, O peo-ple: Salt for  the
2. You are a light on the hil, O peo-ple: Light for  the
3. You are a seed of the Word, O peo-ple: Bring forth the
4. We are a blest and a pil- grim peo-ple: Bound for the
Leader
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King-dom of God! Share the fla - vor of
Cit - y of God! Shine SO ho - ly and
King-dom of God! Seeds of mer - cy and
King-dom of God! Love our jour - ney and
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life, O peo - ple: Life in the King-dom of God!
bright, O peo - ple: Shine for the King-dom of God!
seeds of jus - tice, grow in the King-dom of God!
love our home-land: Love is the King-dom of God!
* i Refrain
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Bring forth the King-dom of mer - cy, bring forth the
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King-dom of peace; bring forth the King-dom of jus - tice,
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bring forth the Cit-y of  God!
WORDS: Marty Haugen (Matt. 5:13-16) BRING FORTH THE KINGDOM
MUSIC: Marty Haugen Irregular with Refrain

© 1986 GIA Publications, Inc.
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