MUSICAL RESPONSE  You Are the Light of the World
A soloist will sing the verse and invite the congregation to sing the refrain.
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We are the light of the world. May our light shine be-fore all.
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That they may see the love that we share and give glo - ry to God.___

Words and music by Jean Anthony Greif © OCP used with permission n OneLicense#A-717536

LIGHTING THE PEACE CANDLE

...blessed are you who know deep in your bones that you are good. and beauti-
ful. and beloved. and sacred. and worthy. and believed. and held. and capable
of healing beyond your wildest imagination. blessed are you who remind oth-
ers they are good. and beautiful. and beloved. and sacred. and worthy. and be-

lieved. and held. and capable of healing beyond their wildest imagination.
~Enfleshed Modern Beatitudes

RESPONSE TO THE PEACE When We See God
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When we see God, when we see God in each oth-er, we'll live_to-geth-er in
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live to-geth-er, be peace mak ersto-geth-er, we'll be the child-ren of God.

Text by Mother Theresa/Matthew 5. Music by Jacqueline Stilger
*SCRIPTURE Matthew 5:9-10
This is what the Spirit is saying to the church. Thanks be to God.

MESSAGE Grant Me the Serenity Rev. Julie Kline

MUSICAL RESPONSE #583 (vs.1) You Are the Seed

HOLY COMMUNION

All are welcome to the meal Jesus hosts. There is no one here who is ineligible or unwelcome; no one
too old or too young; no one who has too many doubts or too few beliefs. You, who are part of God’s
creation are welcome to receive Holy Communion this morning by coming forward by the center aisle,
taking a piece of bread and a cup of juice. Please move to the basket at the end of the communion
stations, pull your mask down to receive communion and then put it back in place and put your cup in
the basket. Gluten-free bread is available at each station.

A TIME OF SILENCE
PASSING THE PEACE

HYMN #583 (vs. 2 & 3) You Are the Seed (UMH-red hymnal)

THE EUCHARIST PRAYER

Pastor: At this table we receive God's peace made flesh. What we receive, we now
share. We dream, O God, of community, but in waking hours we forget such hopes.
Our dreams we call “alien,” those who surround us we call stranger.

People: You call us by name. With arms outstretched as on a cross, you call
us to yourself, and you name as your people.

Pastor: So with arms outstretched, we now embrace new friends and forgotten
dreams. The body broken and lifeblood poured, transform our fears, revive our vi-
sions.

People: Renew us, O God, with your Spirit, that we may receive this mystery
of our body, embracing its manifold gifts and needs, shouting and “Amen
that resounds through our world.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER
RECEIVING COMMUNION

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

All praise is yours, O God. You bring us to this table as one body. Lead us now,
through each of our moments, to that glorious day when all your children will gather
as family. We pray in the name of Jesus Christ.

Who is our peace made flesh. Amen!

CALL TO OFFERING

*THE DOXOLOGY Praise God whose Life and Grace

Praise God whose life and grace belong,
to meek and poor, the weak and strong.
Whose ways are not our human ways. Whose mercies gladden all our days.

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION

God of Serenity, as we dedicate this offering, we offer ourselves too, for
these gifts of money are but tokens of ourselves. Take and use us, that our
hands may reach out in service, our feet may walk the difficult path of recon-
ciliation, and that our words may be words of peace. Amen.

OUR SHARED LIFE
*CLOSING HYMN #431 Let There Be Peace on Earth (UMH-red hymnal)
*BLESSING

POSTLUDE Rigadoun A. Campra

UMH -The United Methodist Hymnal; FWS - The Faith We Sing

THIS WEEK’S EVENTS

Sunday, August 7

10:00 a.m. Worship - Sanctuary

10:00 a.m. Friendship Village Satellite - Kiva

4:00 p.m. Bronson Place Satellite Worship - The
Fountains Auditorium

Monday, August 8

11:30 a.m. Prayer Group - Parlor
1:00 p.m. Building & Grounds - Zoom
6:30 p.m. Biking Small Group

7:00 p.m. Dream Team - Zoom

Tuesday, August 9

9:30 a.m. Worship Planning - Zoom

12:30 p.m. Clergy/Directors Meeting - Location TBD
7:00 p.m. SPRC - Parlor

Wednesday, August 10

8:00 a.m. Yoga - Zoom

9:00 a.m. Dawn Patrol - Zoom

12:00 p.m. Cuppa Inspiration - Facebook Live

1:00 p.m. Food Pantry - Curbside Only

6:00 p.m. Summer Family Foundations Fellowship -
Sunnyside UMC Community Garden

6:30 p.m. Manna - Youth Center

Thursday, August 11

9:30 a.m. First Stitchers - Fellowship Room

7:45 p.m. KLUMP Softball - Pathfinder Church

Friday, August 12

No scheduled events

Saturday, August 13

6:00 p.m. Memorial Service - Sanctuary

Sunday, August 14

10:00 a.m. Worship - Sanctuary

10:00 a.m. Friendship Village Satellite - Kiva

4:00 p.m. Bronson Place Satellite Worship - The
Fountains Auditorium.

UMH -The United Methodist Hymnal

Connect Card. ...

Scan the QR code below to be directed
to our Connect Card.




August Mission of the Month. The funds for
our Helping Our Neighbors ministry are
getting low! As a response to the skyrocket-
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We’re glad you are our guest today!
If you are worshipping with us for the first
time, please stop by the Welcome Center.

Child care with fully vaccinated caregivers
is provided on the second floor for infants
through 3-year-olds.

Worship activities for children can be
found on a cart outside the side sanctuary
doors.

LARGE print Bibles and Hymnals are
available at the Park Street entrance.

Hearing assistance devices are available
at the Welcome Center.

Today’s service is being live-streamed
and recorded. You may request a free
copy of the DVD from the office. You can
find previous worship services on our
website or YouTube. Please subscribe to
our channel. YouTube.com/c/
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INCLUSIVE LANGUAGE

In our worship, we strive to witness to the whole-
ness of God, embracing the diversity of images of
God that are found within Scriptures. We will seek
to include male, female, and gender-neutral lan-
guage and imagery for God, and utilize language
that helps to avoid binary terms in pronouns and
images of people. In our songs and liturgy, we invite
you to use pronouns that best express your practice
and affirm your faith.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Family Foundations Summer. The Family Founda-
tions, (group for parents of young children,)
Wednesday Night Summer Fellowship this week
August 10 at Sunnyside Gardens from 6:00-8:00 p.m.
for a night of service! We will work in the garden
and then have some fellowship! Please dress for dig-
ging in the dirt, bring garden gloves, a chair, and a
water bottle with you! We hope to see you this week
at the GROWING COMMUNITY GARDEN - Locat-
ed beside Sunnyside UMC (2800 Gull Rd).

Softball. Do you enjoy softball? Our church is part
of a co-ed softball league that plays weekly on
Thursday evenings at Pathfinder Church in Portage.
If you are interested in joining this friendly and cas-
ual league, contact Jay Gross, jaynlaurab@gmail.com.
Players must be 13 to play, and everyone is welcome
to attend and cheer at the game. This week the game
on August 11 begins at 7:45 p.m. and play continues
until it is too dark to see!

Biking Beautiful Kalamazoo. Join our small biking
group as we explore the trails around Kalamazoo
this summer. All trails are out and back, usually flat
and under 10 miles round trip. We are not competi-
tive, only out to enjoy God’s nature and beauty with

fellow riders. We will meet most Monday evenings
at 6:30 p.m. Please email Dawn Wheaton at
dawheaton53@gmail.com for more information.
Summer Hours. The church is open Monday -
Thursday 9:00 a.m. - 4 p.m. and Fridays 9:00 a.m. -
noon. Additional evening hours as needed are 6:00
p-m. - 8:30 p.m. Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thurs-
day.

ing needs of our underserved neighbors, the
Outreach Team's August Mission of the
Month will be a financial contribution to
Helping Our Neighbors. Throughout the
month, please consider donating by check
(please include Helping Our Neighbors in
the memo line) or you can also donate online
through our website to this important out-
reach ministry. Thank you for your support
in helping people feel secure in their homes.
Updated Mask Practice. While Kalamazoo
County is currently classified as a high-risk
level community, this church will return to a
mask-required practice.
e Masks will be required within the church
as a general practice.
e Masks will continue to be available at the
doors off the parking lot.
e If you would prefer to worship at home,
please join us online.
e We expect that all persons who are able,
will be vaccinated.
Please be aware that this practice has the po-
tential to change again should community
circumstances change. Throughout this pan-
demic we have valued most highly the prac-
tice of loving our neighbor. Let us continue
this in thought, word, and action as we con-
tinue to navigate the challenges of the pan-
demic. Thank you for your assistance as we
work to prioritize the health of our congrega-
tion and community.
Monthly Styrofoam Recycling. The second
Sunday of each month is your opportunity to
bring EPS foam to our collection box at
church. Only foam labeled 6, rinsed and
wiped clean food containers, and items that
break when bent are accepted. The next col-
lection Sunday will be August 14.
Native Garden. When you're next at church,
you're encouraged to visit our Wild Ones
certified native plant butterfly garden! The
garden includes coneflowers, milkweed,
rattlesnake master, bergamot, compass plant
and more—and you can catch the mid-
summer blooms now! Thank you to Molly
Williams for serving as steward of this beau-
tiful space.

METHODIST

CH U R C H oF KALAMAZOO
(269) 381-6340 t* www.umc-kzo.org

NINTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

You are invited in these beginning moments to request prayers using the prayer card
found in the pew pocket. The prayer cards will be collected by an usher, shared with
clergy, and if you wish, offered up to God during worship.

We'd like to connect with you, please fill out a welcome card found
at the end of the pews and place it in the offering basket by the door.

*Please rise in body or in spirit

PRELUDE Summer Victorian Kitchen Garden by Paul Reade

WELCOME Rev. Julie Kline

*OPENING PRAYER Nancy Hilliard

Leader: Living Rock of Abundant Life, the poor cried out; you heard, and saved them
from all their troubles.

All: To those who have nothing, your promise is this: whatever is needed will be
given.

Leader: Your eyes are on those who do justice, and your ears are open to their voice.

All: To those who yearn for peace, your promise is this: whatever is needed will
be given.

Leader: Your arms enfold the broken hearted, and rescue those whose spirits are
crushed.

All: To those who fear the future, your promise is this: whatever is needed will
be given. O taste and see how good God is! Happy are those who take ref-
uge in the Living Rock. Amen.

*OPENING HYMN Blest Are God’s Peacemaking Ones (insert)
During the singing of the opening hymn, the children are invited to meet Ms. Julia at the back
of the sanctuary to help bring in the light of Christ.

LIGHTING THE CHRIST CANDLES & CHILDREN'’S BLESSING
We light these candles to remind us that Jesus is always with us.

Julia Librizzi

We are a Reconciling Congregation, welcoming all.

First United Methodist Church of Kalamazoo invites all persons to join us on our jour-
ney of faith. Jesus Christ calls us to be an inclusive church that exemplifies the kingdom
of God. We strive to move toward reconciling relationships with all, affirming those
who are marginalized for any reason, including sexual orientation or gender identity.
We welcome all with open hearts, open minds, open doors.


http://Youtube.com/c/KALAMAZOOfirstunitedmethodistchurch
http://Youtube.com/c/KALAMAZOOfirstunitedmethodistchurch

Blest Are God’s Peacemaking Ones
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Blest are God's peace-mak-ing ones, Sent to work in
Bless - ed are God's pro-phets, too. Called to chal lenge
God, through Je - sus' love and grace, may we live what
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call -ing us to change and grow. Though the mes-sage
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in  our bread, They per-sist to change us all By God's Spir-it,
that they bear stands a-gainst whatpow - ers say, It is Je-sus’
gainst the wrong; May our thirst for you in-crease.Give to us a
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they are led to pur - sue God's peace-ful call.
word  they share, News of God's new break-ing day.
pro - phet's song! May we work to bring your peace!

Text by Carolyn Winfrey Gillete Copyright 2005 by Carolyn Winfrey Gillette All rights reserved
Used with permission Tune: St. George's Windsor by Goerge J. Elvey, 1858



The Serenity Prayer

There are various versions of the Serenity Prayer, but the most known one is this:

God, grant me the serenity to accept the things | cannot change,
courage to change the things I can,
and wisdom to know the difference.

The full Serenity Prayer from which the above is quoted is longer and more elaborate.

God, give me grace to accept with serenity
the things that cannot be changed,

Courage to change the things

which should be changed,

and the Wisdom to distinguish

the one from the other.

Living one day at a time,

Enjoying one moment at a time,

Accepting hardship as a pathway to peace,
Taking, as Jesus did,

This sinful world as it is,

Not as | would have it,

Trusting that You will make all things right,

If I surrender to Your will,

So that | may be reasonably happy in this life,
And supremely happy with You forever in the next.
Amen. ~Reinhold Niebuhr

The author of the Serenity Prayer has been a largely debated detail for years until a 1932 diary
entry was recovered. It was found that the prayer was originally written by Reinhold Niebuhr, a
German American reformed theologian in the 20th century. Born to German parents and raised
in Missouri, he grew up being part of a church his father pastored. He eventually became a pas-
tor himself and has been described as “the most influential American theologian of the 20th cen-
tury” by historian Arthur Schlesinger Jr.

He wrote the Serenity Prayer in the early 1930s while he was a professor at Union Theological
Seminary in New York City originally as the closing part of a longer prayer. His friend Dr. Howard
Robbins requested to include the prayer in a book he compiled and published in 1934. The full
Serenity Prayer was also in the Book of Prayers and Services for the Armed Forces released in
1941.

There are different speculations as to why Niebuhr wrote the Serenity Prayer in full. Some say it
is to address any kind of suffering in general, while others imply it was a statement against Nazi
Germany. What is clear though is the fact the Niebuhr intended for it to be a prayer during diffi-
cult times and encouragement to focus on working on what can be improved.

https://faithgiant.com/serenity-prayer/



https://faithgiant.com/solomons-words/
https://faithgiant.com/serenity-prayer/

THE NATURE OF THE CHURCH
Sois la Semilla

583

Unisono (Unison)

(You Are the Seed)
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star that willshine in the night;
wheat that willbear gold-en grain;

Sois a-gui-jon y ca-
you are the yeast and a

you are a sting and a

WORDS: Cesareo Gabarain, 1979; trans. by Raquel Gutiérrez-Achon

and Skinner Chavez-Melo (Mt. 28:19-20)
MUSIC: Cesareo Gabarain, 1979; harm. by Skinner Chavez-Melo, 1987

© 1979 Ediciones Paulinas; trans. © 1989 The United Methodist Publishing House; harm. @ 1987 Skinner Chévez-Mele
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ri - ciaa la vez, tes - ti-gos que voy a en - viar.
small grain of salt, a  bea-con to glow in the dark
soft, gen-tle touch, my wit-ness - es wher - e’er you go.
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SANCTIFYING AND PERFECTING GRACE

431

Let There Be Peace on Earth
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*Original words: With God as our Father, brothers all are we. Let me walk with my brother in perfect harmony.

WORDS: Sy Miller and Jilt Jackson
MUSIC: Sy Miller and Jill Jackson; harm. by Charles H. Webb, 1987

© 1955. Assigned to Jan-Lee Music, © renewed 1983

WORLD PEACE
Irr.




