New Healthy Habits. Throughout this pan-
demic we have valued most highly the prac-
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We’re glad you are our guest today!
If you are worshipping with us for the first
time, please stop by the Welcome Center-.

Child care with fully vaccinated caregivers
is provided on the second floor for infants
through 3-year-olds.

Worship activities for children can be
found on a cart outside the side sanctuary
doors.

LARGE print Bibles and Hymnals are
available at the Park Street entrance.

Hearing assistance devices are available
at the Welcome Center.

Today’s service is being live-streamed
and recorded. You may request a free
copy of the DVD from the office. You can
find previous worship services on our
website or YouTube. Please subscribe to
our channel. YouTube.com/c/
KALAMAZOOfirstunitedmethodistchurch
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

The chancel visuals this morning represent ways we

offer compassion, like Tabitha, with gifts made by
our hands. Quilts and shawls offering the message of
love to friends and family are one of the ways love
and care is offered to those in our midst. Just as Tabi-
tha offered herself, consider all the ways that we
may do this for one another and for our community.
If you are interested in making prayer shawls for our
Caring Committee, please contact Robin at renten-
man@umc-kzo.org.

Academy Class. Living the Questions. Each week
will involve a 20-minute video and then active, open
discussions among class participants exploring how
we can apply scripture lessons to the challenges we
face today. John Clark will lead the conversation in
the Parlor and on Zoom. April 24 - May 22.

Family Foundations. Please join us for a Sunday
School class for parents, meeting in room 304. All are
welcome! Childcare will be available during Sunday
School in the nursery. This class will meet May 1,
May 8, and May 22.

Peace Pole Dedication. Please join us outside today
for the dedication of a new Peace Pole in memory of
Emerson and Zola Eidson. We will also rededicate a
former Peace Pole built by the late Rudy Hansen at a
new location on church grounds. These dedications
will be done following 10:00 a.m. worship. Please
join the families as we meet in the portico.

Children & Families Ministries. Nursery is availa-
ble each Sunday during worship and Sunday School
for infants through 3-year-olds. Godly Play is offered
each Sunday during the 10 a.m. worship service for
children 4+. Godly Play is both a worship and educa-
tional experience, based on a multi-sensory telling of
a Bible story, and a time for “wondering” about how
the story connects God with our own lives. We invite
you to join Ms. Julia each week in room 200 for a
Godly Play story immediately following the chil-
dren’s blessing given in worship.

tice of loving our neighbor. Let us continue

this in thought, word, and action as we navi-

gate the challenges of the pandemic.

e Masks will not be required within the
church as a general practice.

¢ They may be required by select groups or
activities based upon the needs of those
who gather. This will be designated by
the leader of the group or activity.

e All persons should feel comfortable con-
tinuing to wear masks anywhere and any
time if they prefer to do so. Loving our
neighbors means accepting, respecting,
and understanding that we have a range
of comfort levels and individual circum-
stances.

e Masks will continue to be available at the
doors off the parking lot.

e If you are feeling unwell, please join us
online.

e We expect that all persons who are able,
will be vaccinated.

May Mission of the Month. The Seita Schol-
ars Program at WMU is part of an initiative
helping to create transitions for students age
18-25 who have aged out of the foster system.
The program relies significantly on individu-
als and organizations throughout the com-
munity to provide for the personal needs of
the students. Join us in helping meet the
needs by purchasing any of the following
items and placing them in the Mission of the
Month box in the church entryway: Laundry
detergent, dryer sheets, hand sanitizer, toi-
let paper, full size shampoo, body wash or
lotion and deodorant. Monetary donations
may be made through our website or via
check (write Seita Scholars in the memo line).
Change the World Offering. YWCA Kalama-
zoo has been chosen for our ‘Change the
World offering” as work occurs every day to
provide direct services and shape polices that
affect the most vulnerable in our community.
This combination of advocacy and program-
ming is focused on effecting system change,
improving lives of children, caring for vic-
tims of abuse, and promoting maternal and
child health. Change the World offering for
the YWCA will be collected in the large
coffee cup at the front of the sanctuary.

METHODIST
CH U R C H oF KALAMAZOO

(269) 381-6340 + www.umc-kzo.org

THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

You are invited in these beginning moments to request prayers using the prayer card
found in the pew pocket. The prayer cards will be collected by an usher, shared with
clergy, and if you wish, offered up to God during worship.

We'd like to connect with you, please fill out a welcome card found
at the end of the pews and place in the offering basket by the door.

GATHERING MUSIC Jesu, Jesu, Fill Us With Your Love Bradley Sowash

WELCOME Rev. Matt Weiler

*OPENING PRAYER Kathy Braginton

One: God whose love holds the power to raise the dead, breathe your spirit upon
us in our worship today

All: That you might resurrect us from yesterday’s harms and failures and
disappointments.

One: Breathe your spirit upon us in our worship today

All: That you might fill us, and send us to live as risen people

One: Breathe your spirit upon us in our worship today

All: That all who gather here today would know the good news of your love.
Let us worship together!

*OPENING HYMN Welcome Mark Miller, © 2007 Used with permission OnelLicense 717536
During the singing of the opening hymn, the children are invited to join Miss Julia at the back
of the sanctuary to help bring in the light of Christ.
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LIGHTING OF THE CHRIST CANDLES AND CHILDREN'S BLESSING
We light these candles to remind us that Jesus is always with us.

SPRC PRESENTATION

Today in worship we will celebrate the ministry of Heather McDougall-Walsh with the presentation of
a new red stole to be worn at her ordination at the Michigan Annual Conference, on Friday June 3rd,
at 7pm.

PRAYER IN SONG Psalm 23 Hannah Elandt
LIGHTING THE PEACE CANDLE & PASSING THE PEACE

PRAYER IN SONG Psalm 23
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Words and music by Stuart Townend ©1996 Thank you Music. Used with permission CCLI #11107992

SCRIPTURE READING Acts 9:36-43

SERMON  Who Lives, Who Dies, Who Tells Your Story? Rev. Matt Weiler

Question for Reflection: What part of your story do you hope will be
remembered and bear witness to God’s love beyond your physical life?

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

A LITURGY BEFORE SERVING OTHERS Every Moment Holy
Vickie Winfield & Deb Search Willoughby

*HYMN Round the River’s Bend Clark/Stilger Tune: ACADEMY

* Please rise in body or in spirit

UMH -The United Methodist Hymnal; FWS - The Faith We Sing
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(solo) 1. Here | am, just wad-ing on the shores of grief, shed -ding
(solo) 2. Hereyouare, I see you 'round the ri- ver's bend, hear your
(all) 3. Here | am, just churn-ing on this isle of storm, shout-ing
4. Hereyouare, we see you'round the riv-er's bend, hear your
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songs that no one seems to hear. What re- lief it'd be to lay my
song that runs so deep andclear. What a gift it is to learn your
songs that no one wants to hear. What re- lief it'd be to lay my
song that rum-bles loud and strong. What a gift it is to learn your

“ g, r
e — L —— 3
o —
sto-ry down, take your hand,and know that | am found.
sto-ry friend, take myhand and let us flow a-long.

sto-ry down, take your hand,and know that | am found.
sto-ry, friend, take our handsand let us flow a-long.
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5. Here | am, though not quite sure just where | stand,
can't recall the songs that | once sang.
What relief it'd be to lay my story down,
take your hand, and know that | am found.

6. Here you are, we see you 'round the river's bend,
hear the stirring echoes of your song.
What a gift it is to learn your story, friend.
Take our hands and let us flow along.

7. Here we are, a braided story growing now,

joined and shaped by voices of all kinds.

What a joy it is to sing along with you

as we stream into the great Divine.
OFFERING INVITATION
CHANGE THE WORLD OFFERING
OFFERTORY Rise Up Cain, Hulse, and Schwarz
OUR SHARED LIFE
*HYMN OF SENDING #2115 Christ Has Risen (FWS-black hymnal)

SENDING

THIS WEEK'S EVENTS

Sunday, May 8

10:00 a.m. Worship - Sanctuary

11:15 a.m. Children’s Sunday School - 2nd floor

11:15 a.m. Family Foundations - 304

11:15 a.m. Adult Academy Class - Parlor

11:15 a.m. Confirmation Class - 305

11:15 a.m. Tween Fellowship - Youth Center

3:00 p.m. Heritage Community Worship - The Bistro

4:00 p.m. Bronson Place Worship - The Fountains
Auditorium

4:30 p.m. New Member Class - Zoom

6:30 p.m. Friendship Village Worship - KIVA

Monday, May 9

11:30 a.m. Prayer Group - Parlor

1:00 p.m. Buildings & Grounds - Zoom
7:00 p.m. Dream Team - Zoom

Tuesday, May 10

9:30 a.m. Worship Planning - Zoom
12:30 p.m. All Staff Meeting - Parlor
6:30 p.m. Manna - Youth Center

Wednesday, May 11

8:00 a.m. Yoga - Zoom

9:00 a.m. Dawn Patrol - Zoom

10:30 a.m. HON Meeting - Zoom

12:00 p.m. Cuppa Inspiration - Facebook Live
1:00 p.m. Food Pantry - Curbside Only

6:30 p.m. KSP Team Building - Youth Center
Thursday, May 12

9:30 a.m. First Stitchers - Fellowship Room
9:30 a.m. Office Team Meeting - Teams
2:30 p.m. HON Phone Team Meeting

6:00 p.m. Adult Bible Study - Parlor

6:00 p.m. Handbell Choir - Wesley Hall

7:15 p.m. Chancel Singers - Sanctuary
Friday, May 13

Ladies Retreat, Lake Michigan

Saturday, May 14

Ladies Retreat continues

We are a Reconciling
Congregation, welcoming all.

First United Methodist Church of Kala-
mazoo invites all persons to join us on our
journey of faith. Jesus Christ calls us to be

an inclusive church that exemplifies the

kingdom of God. We strive to move to-
ward reconciling relationships with all,
affirming those who are
marginalized for any reason,
including sexual orientation
or gender identity.

We welcome all with
open hearts,
open minds,
open doors.
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Christ Has Risen
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whom he died to love and save; Christ has ris - en

for - mer friends who fear the night, sens - ing loss and
lives chal-lenge and to change all  whose lives are
zFajL 4 — ——
o—o s — o—o
= — i i P~ E— P E——
bz — i [— = f i
& - - o - ===
& i
‘ e 7 e o % 8 8 % ¢ =
as he prom - ised, we doubt - ed
for the wom - en bring - ing flowers to
lim - 1 = ta -  tion where their faith  had
messed or man - gled, all who find e =
- — . . —

e 8 | | | s .

i rs & & & &
e

o e o [ | | v ¢ 9
and de - nied. Let the moon em - brace the bless- ing;
grace his grave. Christ has ris - en for dis - ci - ples
once burned bright. They be - moan what is no long - er,

li - gion strange. Christ is ris - en, Christ is pres - ent
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WORDS: John Bell (Matt. 28; Mark 16; Luke 24; John 20-21; 1 Cor. 15:3-8) HOLY MANNA

MUSIC:  William Moore 87.87 D

Words © 1988 WGRG The Iona Community (Scotland), admin. by GIA Publications, Inc.
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let the sun sus - tain the cheer; 1 the world con -
hud-dled in an up - stairs room. He whose word in -
they ex - pect no hope - ful sign till  Christ ends their
mak-ing wus what he has been — ev - i - dence of
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firm the ru - mor: Christ is ris - en, God is here!

spired cre - a - tion can’t be si-lenced by the tomb.

con - ver - sa - tion, break-ing bread and shar - ing wine.

trans - for - ma - tion in which God is known and seen.
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