THE THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER

We welcome you to worship. You are invited in these beginning moments
to request prayers by using the prayer card found in the pew pocket.
The prayer card will be collected by an usher, shared with clergy,
and if you wish, offered up to God during worship.

* Please rise in body or in spirit

PRELUDE

WELCOME Rev. Julie Kline

*OPENING PRAYER Rev. Julie Kline

One: From the dust of the earth, the Holy One breathed us into life.
Al: Through the breath of God we are all connected.

One: Shaped in their image, God formed us with a purpose:

AlL: to create, to serve, to tend, to protect, to love,

One: that life may flourish in all its forms,

All: May the Spirit of the Living God be manifest in us!

One: Let us experience, celebrate, and share God'’s love.

*OPENING HYMN #2114 At the Font We Start Our Journey (UMH-black hymnal)
During the singing of the opening hymn, the children are invited to join Pastor Dan at the
back of the sanctuary to help bring in the light of Christ.

LIGHTING OF THE CHRIST CANDLES AND CHILDREN'’S BLESSING
We light these candles to remind us that Jesus is always with us.

THE GOSPEL READING  John 21:1-19 Ann Kneas

This is what the spirit is saying to the church.
Thanks be to God.

MUSICAL RESPONSE #2130 (v. 1-2) The Summons (UMH-black hymnal)

LIGHTING THE PEACE CANDLE

*PASSING THE PEACE
Please pass the peace to those who surround you whether you are here in the sanctuary or at
home; please share the Peace of Christ with those who are close and far.

STEPHEN MINISTRY COMMISSIONING

Congregational Response: Yes, with the help of God.
MUSICAL REFLECTION Come, Bring Your Burden’s to God  trad. South African hymn
MESSAGE The Art of Benevolence Rev. Julie Kline

*SUNG RESPONSE #2130 (v. 3-5) The Summons (UMH-black hymnal)

THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION pg 17 Musical Setting A (red hymnal)
All are welcome to the meal Jesus hosts. There is no one here who is ineligible or unwelcome;
no one too old or too young; no one who has too many doubts or too few beliefs. You, who are
part of God’s creation are welcome to receive Holy Communion this morning—coming forward
by the center aisle to receive the elements. Please return to your pew by the side aisles.

The Holy One be with you

And also with you

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them up to God.

Let us give thanks to the one who guides our life together.
It is our joy to offer gratitude and praise.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our God/Father/Mother, who art in heaven, hallowed by thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

COMMUNION ANTHEM Ave Verum Corpus W.A. Mozart
Hail, true Body, born of the Virgin Mary, who having truly suffered, was sacrificed on the cross
for mankind, whose pierced side flowed with water and blood: May it be for us a foretaste of
the Heavenly banquet in the trial of death.

CALL TO OFFERING
OFFERTORY

*DOXOLOGY #94 (UMH-red hymnal)

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;

Praise God, all creatures here below: Alleluia! Alleluia!
Praise God, the source of all our gifts!

Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts!

Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION

For the wondrous gift of life, we are thankful, O God. Your generous outpour-
ing of grace reminds us of the fruitful life we are called to bear. May these
gifts of time and labor, therefore, embody our desire to share and contribute
to your coming reign among us. Amen.

OUR SHARED LIFE
*CLOSING HYMN #318 Christ Is Alive (UMH-red hymnal)

*BLESSING

POSTLUDE
UMH -The United Methodist Hymnal; FWS - The Faith We Sing

THIS WEEK’S EVENTS

Sunday, May 1

10:00 a.m. Worship - Sanctuary

11:15 a.m. Family Foundations - 304

11:15 a.m. Adult Academy Class - Parlor

11:15 a.m. Confirmation Class - 305

11:15 a.m. Tween Fellowship - Youth Center

3:00 p.m. Heritage Community Worship - The Bistro

4:00 p.m. Bronson Place Worship - The Fountains
Auditorium

4:30 p.m. New Member Class - Zoom

6:00 p.m. Youth Group - Youth Center

6:30 p.m. Friendship Village Worship - KIVA

Monday, May 2
11:30 a.m. Prayer Group - Parlor

Tuesday, May 3

9:30 a.m. Worship Planning - Zoom
12:30 p.m. All Staff Meeting - Parlor
4:15 p.m. First Beats - Sanctuary
6:30 p.m. Manna - Youth Center
7:00 p.m. SPRC - Parlor

Wednesday, May 4

8:00 a.m. Yoga - Zoom

9:00 a.m. Dawn Patrol - Zoom

10:30 a.m. HON Meeting - Zoom

12:00 p.m. Cuppa Inspiration - Facebook Live
1:00 p.m. Food Pantry - Curbside Only

Thursday, May 5

9:30 a.m. First Stitchers - Fellowship Room
9:30 a.m. Office Team Meeting - Teams
1:00 p.m. Leadership Team - Zoom

2:30 p.m. HON Phone Team Meeting

6:00 p.m. Adult Bible Study - Parlor

6:00 p.m. Handbell Choir - Wesley Hall
7:15 p.m. Chancel Singers - Sanctuary

Friday, May 6
6:00 p.m. Family Fun Night - Bowling

Saturday, May 7
No activities scheduled

Connect Card . ..

Scan the QR code below to be directed
to our Connect Card.




UPCOMING SUNDAY WORSHIP

May 8
10:00 a.m. Worship
Rev. Matt Weiler
Coffeehouse Worship
Acts 9:36-43

May 15
10:00 a.m. Worship
Rev. Julie Kline
“Hallelujah! Praise God”
Psalm 148

We’re glad you are our guest today!
If you are worshipping with us for the first
time, please stop by the Welcome Center.

Child care with fully vaccinated caregivers
is provided on the second floor for infants
through 3-year-olds.

Worship activities for children can be
found on a cart outside the side sanctuary
doors.

LARGE print Bibles and Hymnals are
available at the Park Street entrance.

Hearing assistance devices are available
at the Welcome Center.

Today’s service is being live-streamed
and recorded. You may request a free
copy of the DVD from the office. You can
find previous worship services on our
website or YouTube. Please subscribe to
our channel. YouTube.com/c/
KALAMAZOOfirstunitedmethodistchurch
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

New Member Class. Our new member class began
last Sunday and is meeting by Zoom at 4:30pm on
May 1, 8 and 15. If you have questions or concerns or

would like to be involved in a future new member
class, please contact Pastor Julie at jkline@umc-
kzo.org.

Academy Class. Living the Questions. Each week will
involve a 20-minute video and then active, open dis-
cussions among class participants exploring how we
can apply scripture lessons to the challenges we face
today. John Clark will lead the conversation in the
Parlor and on Zoom. April 24 - May 22.

Family Foundations. Please join us for a Sunday
School class for parents, meeting in room 304. All are
welcome! Currently, they are doing a book study on
The Burnout Cure, by Chase Miekle. Childcare will be
available during Sunday School in the nursery. This
class will meet May 1, May 8, and May 22.

Peace Pole Dedication. Please join us on May 8 for
the dedication of a new Peace Pole in memory of Em-
erson and Zola Eidson. We will also rededicate a for-
mer Peace Pole built by the late Rudy Hansen at a
new location on church grounds. These dedications
will be done following 10:00 a.m. worship. Please join
the families as we meet in the portico.

Children & Families Ministries. Nursery is available
each Sunday during worship and Sunday School for
infants through 3-year-olds. Godly Play is offered
each Sunday during the 10 a.m. worship service for
children 4+. Godly Play is both a worship and educa-
tional experience, based on a multi-sensory telling of
a Bible story, and a time for “wondering” about how
the story connects God with our own lives. We invite
you to join Ms. Julia each week in room 200 for a
Godly Play story immediately following the chil-
dren’s blessing given in worship.

Stephen Ministry at Kalamazoo First UMC

If you feel called to caring ministry or have further
questions about Stephen Ministry, please contact
Thom Victor, tvictor@umc-kzo.org and visit the table
in the Perks area following worship to learn more.

New Healthy Habits. Throughout this pan-

demic we have valued most highly the prac-

tice of loving our neighbor. Let us continue
this in thought, word, and action as we navi-
gate the challenges of the pandemic.

e Masks will not be required within the
church as a general practice.

e They may be required by select groups or
activities based upon the needs of those
who gather. This will be designated by the
leader of the group or activity.

o All persons should feel comfortable con-
tinuing to wear masks anywhere and any
time if they prefer to do so. Loving our
neighbors means accepting, respecting,
and understanding that we have a range
of comfort levels and individual circum-

stances.

e Masks will continue to be available at the
doors off the parking lot.

e If you are feeling unwell, please join us
online.

e We expect that all persons who are able,
will be vaccinated.
May Mission of the Month. The Seita Schol-
ars Program at WMU is part of an initiative
helping to create transitions for students age
18-25 who have aged out of the foster system.
The program relies significantly on individu-
als and organizations throughout the commu-
nity to provide for the personal needs of the
students. To help, donate items in the Mission
of the Month box in the church entryway:
Laundry detergent, dryer sheets, hand sani-
tizer, toilet paper, full size shampoo, body
wash or lotion and deodorant. Monetary do-
nations may be made through our website or
via check (write Seita Scholars in the memo
line).
Bowling Event. You are invited to join the
Children and Family Ministries (CFM), team
for a Family Fun Night of Bowling on Friday,
May 6 at Airway Lanes from 5:45-7:30 p.m.
The cost is $10 per bowler or $40 per family.
Please RSVP to Julia Librizzi by Sunday, May
1 at jlibrizzi@umc-kzo.org if you plan to come,
so we can be sure to reserve enough lanes.
Native American Ministries Sunday is today!
To celebrate and honor our Native American
brothers and sisters, today’s special offering
will be used to develop and strengthen Native
American ministries and provide scholarships
for Native American students at United Meth-
odist theological schools.
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We are a Reconciling Congregation, welcoming all.

First United Methodist Church of Kalamazoo invites all persons to join us on our jour-
ney of faith. Jesus Christ calls us to be an inclusive church that exemplifies the kingdom
of God. We strive to move toward reconciling relationships with all, affirming those
who are marginalized for any reason, including sexual orientation or gender identity.

We welcome all with open hearts, open minds, open doors.
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