
We’re glad you are our guest today!  

If you are worshipping with us for the first 

time, please stop by the Welcome Center. 
 

Child care with fully vaccinated and 

masked staff is provided on the second 

floor for infants through 3-year-olds. 
 

Worship activities for children can be 

found on a cart outside the side sanctuary 

doors.  
 

LARGE print Bibles and Hymnals are 

available at the Park Street entrance.  
 

Hearing assistance devices are available 

at the Welcome Center. 
 

Today’s service is being live-streamed 

and recorded. You may request a free 

copy of the DVD from the office. You can 

find previous worship services on our  

website or YouTube. Please subscribe to 

our channel. YouTube.com/c/

KALAMAZOOfirstunitedmethodistchurch 

(269) 381-6340  †  www.umc-kzo.org 

 

UPCOMING SUNDAY WORSHIP 

 
April 3, 2022 

10:00 a.m. Worship 
Rev. Julie Kline 

Listening Beyond the Voices 
Romans 12:2-12 

 
April 10, 2022 

10:00 a.m. Worship 
Rev. Matt Weiler 

Palm Sunday 
Matthew 26:36-46 

 

Clergy & Directors 
 

Rev. Julie Kline 

     Lead Pastor 

Rev. Matt Weiler 

     Pastor of Community Formation 

Jacqueline Stilger 

     Director of Music 

Julia Librizzi 

    Director of Children and Families    
 Ministries 

Thom Victor 

     Director of Congregational Care 

Ruth LaMachia 

     Director of Business Administration 

We are a Reconciling Congregation, welcoming all. 
 

First United Methodist Church of Kalamazoo invites all persons to join us on our jour-

ney of faith. Jesus Christ calls us to be an inclusive church that exemplifies the kingdom 

of God. We strive to move toward reconciling relationships with all, affirming those 

who are marginalized for any reason, including sexual orientation or gender identity.  

We welcome all with  open hearts, open minds, open doors.  

March 27, 2022 

10:00 a.m. 

WORSHIP LEADERS 

Rev. Julie Kline, Julie Librizzi, Rev. Matt Weiler,   

Magen Lindstrom  

Director of Music Organist Clarinetist                 

Jacqueline Stilger Bernie Foulk Karla Evens 

Lead AV Tech: Casey Curran 

Light Bearers: John and Diane Boley 

Soloist: Andy Vorbrich 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL ON SPRING 

BREAK! Sunday School for children 4 years old 

through 6th grade is on hiatus. For 2 weeks only, a 

special time of bible stories and games with Miss 

Julia and Grandma Joyce in room 203 will be offered 

after worship during the Sunday school hour. 

New Academy Class Beginning Today. A History 

of Racism—an Experiential Journey via the Power of 

Film. You're invited to an immersive experience of 

what Black brothers and sisters have endured for 

centuries through images, sounds, and music from 

Hollywood movies and other video sources. Mark 

Stucky will lead three sessions (March 27–April 10) 

pondering the periods of slavery, the Ku Klux Klan 

and Jim Crow, and then current issues (such as po-

lice shootings and reparations).  

Family Foundations. A Sunday School class for par-

ents, will meet in room 304 on the 3rd floor. All are 

welcome! This group was created to support parents 

through the challenges of raising children. Please 

email Magen Lindstrom with any questions at 

jeffmagenlindstrom@gmail.com. Childcare will be 

available for the Sunday School hour in the nursery.  

New Member Class. If you would like to further 

explore the commitment and joy of membership in 

The United Methodist Church, please contact Pastor 

Julie at jkline@umc-kzo.org. We will begin a new 

membership class on April 3 and receive new mem-

bers on May 22.  

Easter Flowers. Members and friends of First United 

Methodist Church have an opportunity to remember 

loved ones by providing Easter tulips for the floral 

decoration on Easter Sunday, or by giving a mone-

tary gift to the church Memorial Fund. Memorial 

gifts may be made for any amount. Please specify 

designation. Living persons may also be honored 

with tulips or a Memorial Fund contribution. Order 

online using the link in Around the Corner, or stop 

at the Welcome Desk for a paper order form. 

 

 

 

 

Healthy Habits of Hospitality. With caution 

and love for all, we remember these habits of 

hospitality: 

• Wear masks while in the church building. 

• Please wear your name tags, or use a pa-

per name tag found at the entrance. 

• Introduce yourself freely. Masks make it 

harder for us to recognize one another. 

• Greeting one another can be a little awk-

ward. Ask the person what makes them 

comfortable and err on the side of cau-

tion. 

Thank you for helping us to create a safe 

space to worship and be in community.  

Labyrinth in Wesley Hall. The labyrinth will 

be set up in Wesley Hall throughout the sea-

son of Lent. You are invited to walk the laby-

rinth after worship on Sunday or any week-

day between the hours of 9am-4pm. This lab-

yrinth requires the removal of your shoes to 

preserve the cloth of the labyrinth. The laby-

rinth can take 10-20 minutes to walk depend-

ing on your pace and the time you spend in 

the middle.  

Summer is coming! Now is a great time to 

plan for a fun and faith-building experience 

for your child at camp. We invite you to ex-

plore the incredible variety of United Meth-

odist camp options at umcamping.org. Our 

church provides “camperships” of $100 to-

ward the camp cost, making this an even 

sweeter deal for a life-changing experience! 

Please contact, Julia Librizzi, at jlibrizzi@umc

-kzo.org, or Pastor Matt Weiler at 

mweiler@umc-kzo.org, with any questions or 

to request a campership. 

Support the UMC Humanitarian Response 

in Ukraine. Persons wishing to provide hu-

manitarian assistance to the Ukrainian people 

may contribute to UMCOR International Dis-

aster Response and Recovery. 100% of all Ad-

vance contributions go to the designated 

cause. 

• Online at https://umcmission.org/

advance-project/982450 

• By toll-free telephone: 888-252-6174 

• By check made out to Global Ministries/

UMCOR with “Advance #982450-Ukraine” 

written on the memo line, mailed and ad-

dressed to Global Ministries/UMCOR, GPO, 

P.O. Box 9068, New York, NY, 10087-9068. 

Finding Your Power, Listening for healing 
 

We welcome you to worship.  
You are invited in this gathering time to sit quietly in the sanctuary.  

Our Lenten worship is a reflective time of listening  
for the still small voice of God and finding our own inner voice.  

http://Youtube.com/c/KALAMAZOOfirstunitedmethodistchurch
http://Youtube.com/c/KALAMAZOOfirstunitedmethodistchurch
mailto:jkline@umc-kzo.org
https://umcmission.org/advance-project/982450
https://umcmission.org/advance-project/982450


THIS WEEK’S EVENTS 

 
 

 

Sunday, March 27 
10:00 a.m. Worship - Sanctuary 
11:15 a.m. Family Foundations - 304 
3:00 p.m. Heritage Community Worship - The Bistro 
4:00 p.m. Bronson Place Worship - The Fountains 

Auditorium 
6:30 p.m. Friendship Village Worship - KIVA 
 

Monday, March 28 
9 a.m. - 4 p.m. Labyrinth - Wesley Hall 
11:00 a.m. Food Pantry Meeting - Parlor 
7:00 p.m. Lenten Small Group (Hodges) - Zoom 
 

Tuesday, March 29 
9 a.m. - 4 p.m. Labyrinth - Wesley Hall 
9:30 a.m. Worship Planning - 304 
12:30 p.m. Clergy/Directors Meeting 
4:15 p.m. First Beats - Sanctuary 
6:30 p.m. Manna - Youth Center 
 

Wednesday, March 30 
9 a.m. - 4 p.m. Labyrinth - Wesley Hall 
:00 a.m. Yoga - Zoom 
9:00 a.m. Dawn Patrol - Zoom 
10:30 a.m. HON Meeting - Zoom 
12:00 p.m. Cuppa Inspiration - Facebook Live 
12:00 p.m. Lenten Small Group (Hassevoort) - Zoom 
1:00 p.m. Food Pantry - Curbside Only 
 

Thursday, March 31 
9 a.m. - 4 p.m. Labyrinth - Wesley Hall 
9:30 a.m. First Stitchers - Fellowship Room 
9:30 a.m. Office Team Meeting - Teams 
2:30 p.m. HON Phone Project - Zoom 
6:00 p.m. Adult Bible Study - Parlor 
6:00 p.m. Handbell Choir - Wesley Hall 
7:00 p.m. Lenten Small Group (Weiler) - Zoom 
7:15 p.m. Chancel Singers - Sanctuary 
 

Friday, April 1 
9 a.m. - 4 p.m. Labyrinth - Wesley Hall 
 
Saturday, April 2 
No activities scheduled 

Connect Card . . .  

Scan the QR code below to be directed 
to our Connect Card. 

UMH -The United Methodist Hymnal FWS - The Faith We Sing 



‘Round the River’s Bend 
 

 
 
 

Text by Jennifer Clark, tune by Jacqueline Stilger. Written in celebration of the work of the 
Big Deal Weekend, presented by First United Methodist Church, Kalamazoo MI 2021-22. 

 
(Please find more about this hymn on the reverse side.) 

 
 



The hymn ‘Round the River’s Bend (tune name: Academy) was 
commissioned in the fall of 2021 by committee members for the Big 
Deal Weekend. Jacqueline Stilger, Director of Music at First United 
Methodist Church penned the tune in November of 2021. Taking 
inspiration from great hymn tune writers such as Ralph Vaughan 
Williams and Fred Pratt Green, she hopes that her tune is both 
accessible and singable, supporting the text of her collaborator, Jennifer 
Clark.  
  
Inspired by Stilger’s tune, Jennifer Clark wrote the lyrics in December of 
2021. She wanted to convey the healing power of storytelling and how, 
for both teller and listener, sharing our stories and being fully heard by 
others different from ourselves can be transformational. Stilger’s 
Academy tune lent itself well to this conversational approach, allowing 
Clark to write seven verses. 
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