UPCOMING SUNDAY WORSHIP

March 27, 2022
10:00 a.m. Worship
Rev. Matt Weiler
Listening for Healing
Mark 5:25-36

April 3, 2022
10:00 a.m. Worship
Rev. Julie Kline
Listening Beyond the Voices
Romans 12:2-12

We’re glad you are our guest today!
If you are worshipping with us for the first
time, please stop by the Welcome Center-.

Child care with fully vaccinated and
masked staff is provided on the second
floor for infants through 3-year-olds.

Worship activities for children can be
found on a cart outside the side sanctuary
doors.

LARGE print Bibles and Hymnals are
available at the Park Street entrance.

Hearing assistance devices are available
at the Welcome Center.

Today’s service is being live-streamed
and recorded. You may request a free
copy of the DVD from the office. You can
find previous worship services on our
website or YouTube. Please subscribe to
our channel. YouTube.com/c/
KALAMAZOOfirstunitedmethodistchurch
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL TODAY! We
offer Sunday School for 4 years old through 6th
graders in room 203 on the 2nd floor for an hour af-
ter church, (approx. 11:15am-12:15pm).

Family Foundations. A Sunday School class for par-
ents, will meet in room 304 on the 3rd floor. All are
welcome! This group was created to support parents

through the challenges of raising children. Please
email Magen Lindstrom with any questions at
jeffmagenlindstrom@gmail.com. Childcare will be
available for the Sunday School hour in the nursery.
Tween Group! The youth group style meeting for
4th through 6th grade children ("tweens") will meet
in the Youth Lounge after church, March 20t from
11:15am to 12:15 for games, fellowship, and devo-
tionals with Ms. Julia and Jocelyn Newman.

New Member Class. If you would like to further
explore the commitment and joy of membership in
The United Methodist Church, please contact Pastor
Julie at jkline@umc-kzo.org. We will begin a new
membership class on April 3 and receive new mem-
bers on May 15.

Easter Flowers. Members and friends of First United
Methodist Church have an opportunity to remember
loved ones by providing Easter tulips for the floral
decoration on Easter Sunday, or by giving a mone-

tary gift to the church Memorial Fund. Memorial

gifts may be made for any amount. Please specify

designation. Living persons may also be honored

with tulips or a Memorial Fund contribution. Order

online using the link in Around the Corner, or stop

at the Welcome Desk for a paper order form.

Healthy Habits of Hospitality. With caution and

love for all, we remember these habits of hospitality:

e Wear masks while in the church building.

e DPlease wear your name tags, or use a paper
name tag found at the entrance.

e Introduce yourself freely. Masks make it harder
for us to recognize one another.

e Greeting one another can be a little awkward.
Ask the person what makes them comfortable
and err on the side of caution.

Thank you for helping us to create a safe
space to worship and be in community.
Labyrinth in Wesley Hall. Labyrinth prayer
walking can ready our spirits to be part of
God’s Kingdom and for the Christ to be re-
vealed within our lives. The labyrinth will be
set up in Wesley Hall throughout the season
of Lent. You are invited to walk the labyrinth
after worship on Sunday or any weekday
between the hours of 9am-4pm. This laby-
rinth requires the removal of your shoes to
preserve the cloth of the labyrinth. The laby-
rinth can take 10-20 minutes to walk depend-
ing on your pace and the time you spend in
the middle.
Summer is coming! Now is a great time to
plan for a fun and faith-building experience
for your child at one of our many United
Methodist camp locations. For generations,
Christian camping has turbo-charged the
faith formation of people of all ages. I invite
you to explore the incredible variety of op-
tions at this website: umcamping.org. And,
our church provides “camperships” of $100
towards the camp cost, making this an even
sweeter deal for a life-changing experience!
Please contact, Julia Librizzi, at jlibrizzi@eumc
-kzo.org, or Pastor Matt Weiler at
mweiler@umc-kzo.org, with any questions or
to request a campership.
Support the UMC Humanitarian Response
in Ukraine. Persons wishing to provide hu-
manitarian assistance to the Ukrainian people
may contribute to Advance #982450, UMCOR
International Disaster Response and Recov-
ery. 100% of all Advance contributions go to
the designated cause.
e Online at  https:/umcmission.org/
advance-project/982450
e By toll-free telephone: 888-252-6174
e By check made out to Global Ministries/
UMCOR with “Advance #982450-Ukraine”
written on the memo line, mailed and ad-
dressed to Global Ministries/UMCOR, GPO,
P.O. Box 9068, New York, NY, 10087-9068.
Thank you. A big thank you to all those who
participated in The Big Deal Weekend, and to
the Reconciling Team and everyone whose
diligent work made it a success. For infor-
mation about this church’s anti-bias/anti-
racist work, please contact Mary Duncan at
Mary.whittaker.duncan57@gmail.com or Lisa
Batten, Ibatten@michiganumc.org.

FIRST UNITED
METHODIST
CH U R C H oF KALAMAZOO

(269) 381-6340 + www.umc-kzo.org

WILLINGLY HAUNTED

We welcome you to worship.
You are invited in this gathering time to sit quietly in the sanctuary.
Our Lenten worship is a reflective time of listening
for the still small voice of God and finding our own inner voice.

* Please rise in body or in spirit

PRELUDE Lord, I Want to be a Christian B. Glycannon

WELCOME

EVOKING THE MYSTERY Rev. Julie Kline

COME AND REST
Please join in singing v. 1 of the refrain. We will sing v. 2 upon further reflection
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2. Come and rest. Come and lis - ten. There's a
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lis-ten Lay the full-ness of vyour lives be -fore the Ma-ker.

lis- ten. There's a wis-dom deep with - in that calls us clo-ser.

Marcia McFee & Check Bell. ©2017 McFee/Bell. All rights reserved. Used with permission.

We are a Reconciling Congregation, welcoming all.

First United Methodist Church of Kalamazoo invites all persons to join us on our jour-
ney of faith. Jesus Christ calls us to be an inclusive church that exemplifies the kingdom
of God. We strive to move toward reconciling relationships with all, affirming those
who are marginalized for any reason, including sexual orientation or gender identity.
We welcome all with open hearts, open minds, open doors.

March 20, 2022
10:00 a.m.
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OPENING PRAYER

Come and rest, you beckon, again and again. To trust in you is to remember limita-
tions, release control, and let our earnest offerings be enough. You do not ask any
one person to lift the burdens from the world. The Sacred labors of life belong to all
of us and none of us. For everything that doesn’t get done, for all that we desire to
protect but cannot, for every hurt we cannot tend, fill us with a deep reassurance, of
your presence that abides in all things, through all things. You abandon no one in
their struggle.

AlL: Let your Sabbath be our renewal of body, of mind, of spirit.

Come and Rest (v. 2)
SILENCE
EXAMEN

*OPENING HYMN #2236  Gather Us In (FWS-black hymnal)
During the singing of the opening hymn, the children are invited to join Ms. Julia at the back
of the sanctuary to help bring in the light of Christ.

LIGHTING OF THE PEACE CANDLE AND CHILDREN’S BLESSING  Julia Librizzi
PASSING THE PEACE

FIRST SCRIPTURE READING Acts 8:26-40 Kathryn Sappington

MUSIC FOR AN INWARD JOURNEY ‘Round the River’s Bend (see insert)
Introduced by Jennifer Clark

*GOSPEL READING  Luke 13:1-9 Mandakini Brophy
This is what the Spirit is saying to the church. Thanks be to God.

HOMILY Willingly Haunted Bishop David Bard

APPOINTMENT WITH GOD - Remembering Our Baptism

This Sunday you are invited to remember your baptism and commit to the work of
anti-racism. Following your remembrance, you are invited to visit the prayer stations:
kneeling at the communion rail, adding a prayer to the prayer quilt, or lighting a can-
dle.

Clergy: Siblings in Christ, as we prepare our hearts for the renewal of our baptisms let
us confess our sins together, acknowledging our collective participation in the per-
petuation of racism and its harmful impact on our culture, our institutions, our
church, and on individuals. Let us pray.

ALlL: Holy three in one and one in three, in our baptism we have been given the
freedom and the power to resist racism and yet, we have failed. We have at
times chosen our own safety over the flourishing of others, complacency for
the sake of convenience, and the comfort of silence over the risk of speaking
out.

Clergy: Christ have mercy
AUL: Forgive us Lord, for the impact of our sins in the perpetuation of racism in
our community and even in our congregation.

Clergy: Christ have mercy.

All: Forgive us Lord and free us for joyful obedience, that our collective acts of
resistance might give birth to the flourishing of life for all - White, Black, In-
digenous, and all People of Color - that this act of confession and repentance
would lead us to the fullness of life offered us in Jesus Christ.

ASSURANCE

BLESSING OF THE WATER

The congregation is now invited to come forward and receive the sign of the cross on
foreheads, remembering, renewing and giving thanks for our baptisms. We under-
stand that God may not be calling all to this antiracist action at this time and if you
are not comfortable with this commitment, we simply ask that you hold your siblings
in Christ in prayer through this time.

ANTHEM The Healing of the Nations Anna Krentz Organ
River of life, water of life, flows from the throne of God. The leaves of the tree of life are for the heal-
ing of the nations. River of life, water of life, O God heal the nation.

CLOSING PRAYERS AND THE LORD’S PRAYER Rev. Julie Kline

Our Mother/Father/God, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

CALL TO OFFERING AND OUR SHARED LIFE
*CLOSING HYMN #428 For the Healing of the Nations (UMH-red hymnal)
*A WORD OF HOPE

*SUNG BLESSING Listening Now
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Christopher Grundy ©2007 Hand and Soil Music. Used with permission
*BENEDICTION

POSTLUDE Passacaglia G. Muffat

THIS WEEK'S EVENTS

Sunday, March 20

10:00 a.m. Worship - Sanctuary

11:15 a.m. Children’s Sunday School - 2nd Floor

11:15 a.m. Family Foundations - 304

11:15 a.m. Confirmation Class - Youth Center

3:00 p.m. Heritage Community Worship - The Bistro

4:00 p.m. Bronson Place Worship - The Fountains
Auditorium

6:00 p.m. Youth Group - Youth Center

6:30 p.m. Friendship Village Worship - KIVA

Monday, March 21

9. a.m. -4 p.m. Labyrinth - Wesley Hall

11:30 a.m. Prayer Group - Parlor

7:00 p.m. Lenten Small Group (Hodges) - Zoom

Tuesday, March 22

9.a.m. - 4 p.m. Labyrinth - Wesley Hall
9:30 a.m. Worship Planning - Zoom
10:00 a.m. Book Club - Parlor

12:30 p.m. All Staff - Fellowship Room
4:15 p.m. First Beats - Sanctuary

6:30 p.m. Church Council - Zoom
6:30 p.m. Manna - Youth Center

Wednesday, March 23

9.a.m. -4 p.m. Labyrinth - Wesley Hall

:00 a.m. Yoga - Zoom

9:00 a.m. Dawn Patrol - Parlor

10:30 a.m. HON Meeting - Zoom

12:00 p.m. Cuppa Inspiration - Facebook Live

12:00 p.m. Lenten Small Group (Hassevoort) - Zoom
1:00 p.m. Food Pantry - Curbside Only

Thursday, March 24

9 a.m. - 4 p.m. Labyrinth - Wesley Hall

9:30 a.m. First Stitchers - Fellowship Room
9:30 a.m. Office Team Meeting - Teams

2:30 p.m. HON Phone Project - Zoom

6:00 p.m. Adult Bible Study - Parlor

6:00 p.m. Handbell Choir - Wesley Hall

7:00 p.m. Lenten Small Group (Weiler) - Zoom
7:15 p.m. Chancel Singers - Sanctuary

Friday, March 25
9 a.m. - 4 p.m. Labyrinth - Wesley Hall

Saturday, March 26

UMH -The United Methodist Hymnal
FWS - The Faith We Sing




Songsheet — March 20, 2022

Gather Us In
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1. Here in this place new light is stream-ing,
2. We are the young — our lives are a  mys - t’ry,
3. Here we will take the wine and the wa - ter,
4, Not in the dark of build -ings con - fin - ing,
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now is the dark - ness van - ished a - way, v
we are the old — who vyearn for vyour face,
here we will take the bread of new birth,
not in some heav - en, light-years a - way, but
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see in  this space our fears and our dream-ings,
we have been sung through - out all of his - t’ry,
here you shall call your sons and your daugh- ters,
here in  this place the new light is shin - ing,
N4 -
= e ¢ e E— S —
hil | I |fe] | | 1 16 I | [ 1
P 1< i | ]
o i ‘r # ﬁj—’L - o __ @
brought here to you in the light of this day.
called to be light to the whole hu-man race.
call us a-new to be salt for the earth.
now is the King-dom, now is the day.
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Gath-er us in —the lost and for - sak - en, gath-er us in— the
Gath-er us in — the rich and the haugh-ty, gath-er us in— the
Give us to drink the wine of com-pas-sion, give us to eat the
Gath-er us in and hold us for - ev - er, gath-er us in and
vy N T T i i E ﬁﬁ N )
—g— I = T T — Iqul ! o j—‘—g—!
4 &
blind and the lame; call to us now, and we shall a-wak-en,
proud and the strong; give us a heart so meek and so low-ly,
bread that is you; nour-ish us well, and teach us to fash-ion
make us your own; gath-er us in —all peo-ples to-geth-er,
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we shall a -rise at the sound of our name.
give us the cour-age to en - ter the song.
lives that are ho - ly and  hearts that are true.
fire of love in our flesh and our bone.
WORDS: Marty Haugen (Matt. 5:13) GATHER US IN
MUSIC: Marty Haugen Trregular

© 1982 GIA Publications, Inc.



Lyrics by Jennifer Clark

‘Round the River’s Bend

Music by Jacqueline Stilger
Tune name: ACADEMY
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(solo) 1. Here | am, just wad-ing on the shores of grief, shed -ding
(solo) 2. Hereyouare, I see you 'round the ri- ver's bend, hear your
(Choir) 3. Here | am, just churn-ing on this isle of storm, shout-ing
(all) 4. Hereyouare, we see you'round the riv-er's bend, hear your
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songs that no one seems to hear. What re- lief it'd be to lay my

song that runs
songs that no

so deep andclear.
one wants to hear.

What a gift it

is to learn your
What re- lief it'd be to
song that rum-bles loud and strong. What a gift it

lay my

is to learn your

ef

sto-ry, friend,
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sto-ry down, take your hand,and know that | am found.
sto-ry friend, take myhand and let us flow a-long.
sto-ry down, take your hand,and know that | am found.

take our handsand let us flow a-long.
5. Here | am, though not quite sure just where | stand,
can't recall the songs that | once sang.
What relief it'd be to lay my story down,
take your hand, and know that | am found.

6. Here you are, we see you 'round the river's bend,
hear the stirring echoes of your song.
What a gift it is to learn your story, friend.
Take our hands and let us flow along.

7. Here we are, a braided story growing now,
joined and shaped by voices of all kinds.
What a joy it is to sing along with you
as we stream into the great Divine.

Text by Jennifer Clark, tune by Jacqueline Stilger. Written in celebration of the work of the
Big Deal Weekend, presented by First United Methodist Church, Kalamazoo M1 2021-22.



428

For the Healing of the Nations
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1. For the heal - ing of the na-tions, Lord, we pray with
2.Lead us for - ward in - to free-dom; from de - spair your
3. Al that kills a - bun- dant liv - ing, let it from the

4. You, Cre - a
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God, have writ- ten

your great name on

world re-lease,

that, re-deemed from war and ha-tred,
earth be banned; pride of sta - tus, race, or school-ing,
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earth af- fords; to a life of love in ac-tion help us
go in peace. Show us how through care andgood-ness fear will
scure your plan. In ourcom-mon quest for jus-tice may we
Christ to mind, that by our re - sponse and ser- vice earth its
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rise and pledge our word, (pledge our word) help us rise and pledge our word.
die and hope in-crease, (hope in-crease) fear willdie and hope in-crease.
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WORDS: Fred Kaan, 1965 (Rev. 21:1-22:5)

MUSIC: John Hughes, 1907

Words © 1968 Hope Publishing Co.

hal-low life’s brief span, (life’s brief span) may we hal-low life’s brief span.
des-ti - ny may find, (may find) earth its des- ti - ny may find.
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