UPCOMING SUNDAY WORSHIP

February 20, 2022
10:00 a.m. Worship
Rev. Julie Kline
Be Still and Know
Psalm 37:1-11, 39-40

February 27, 2022
10:00 a.m. Worship
Rev. Matt Weiler
Transfiguration Sunday
Luke 9:28-36

We’re glad you are our guest today!
If you are worshipping with us for the first
time, please stop by the Welcome Center-.

Child care is provided on the second floor
for infants through 3-year-olds with fully
vaccinated and masked staff .

Worship activities for children can be
found on a cart outside the side sanctuary
doors.

LARGE print Bibles and Hymnals are
available at the Park Street entrance.

Hearing assistance devices are available
at the Welcome Center.

Today’s service is being live-streamed
and recorded. You may request a free
copy of the DVD from the office. You can
find previous worship services on our
website or YouTube. Please subscribe to
our channel. YouTube.com/c/
KALAMAZOOfirstunitedmethodistchurch

Clergy & Directors

Rev. Julie Kline

Lead Pastor
Rev. Matt Weiler

Pastor of Community Formation
Jacqueline Stilger

Director of Music
Julia Librizzi

Director of Children and Families

Ministries

Thom Victor

Director of Congregational Care
Ruth LaMachia

Director of Business Administration

WORSHIP LEADERS

Rev. Matt Weiler, Rev. Julie Kline, Julia Librizzi,
Phil VanOrman, Vickie Winfield

Director of Music ~ Organist

Jacqueline Stilger Bernie Foulk

Lead AV Tech: Casey Curran

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Big Deal Weekend Lead-Up Events.

A study of Kendi’s book How to Be an Antiracist con-
cludes today following 10:00 a.m. worship.

Gifts of Imperfection: A small group experience on
Sunday afternoons at 4:30 p.m. via Zoom, continues.

This group will discuss podcasts recorded by Brene
Brown and her sisters around the learning found in
her book. Email Pastor Julie for further instructions:
jkline@umc-kzo.org.
Coming Soon: Telling Our Stories. Experience the
power of telling stories through the arts, Feb 20 -
Mar 13. Whether sharing our stories through music,
memoir, genealogy, or poetry, we all have some-
thing to learn from each other. We hope you will
participate in one or all of this series in the parlor.
Feb 20 - Heroines in the Family: Women of Color
Who Challenged Slavery, with Angelica Roberts.
Feb 27 - Original Hymn presentation with Jackie
Stilger and Jennifer Clark.
Mar 6 & 13 - Introduction to poets and their
works to learn about race, ourselves, and others.
Small Group Book Discussion. Join a small group
discussion lead by Deacon Cara Weiler at 11 am on
Sunday, February 20th (via zoom) or at 6 pm on
Thursday, February 24th (via zoom) to discuss the
information and impact in Isabel Wilkerson's work
shared through Caste: The Origin of Our Discontent.
Sunday School and Family Foundations. We hope
to resume soon and are planning for March 6th! We
are having nursery and Godly Play available for chil-
dren during worship each week of February.
Mission of the Month. The February Mission of the
Month is for Community in Schools (CIS) Kids' Clos-
et. The Kids” Closet plays a key role in helping to
meet the needs of K-12 students for clothing, person-
al care items and school supplies so that they are
ready and able to learn every day. Kids' Closet is
requesting the following items: New girl’s briefs siz-
es 5,6, 12 and 16, New girl’s leggings and pants sizes
XS - XL, New sweatpants sizes SM - XL, Deodorant,
Thin Crayola markers (10-12 pack). Please bring
your donations to the Mission of the Month box near
the security desk.

Black History Month. We support Black His-
tory Month events in our community. Look
for highlighted events in the Around the Cor-
ner email. Please also follow us on Facebook
and Instagram for more information.

BIG DEAL WEEKEND
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5
What's The Big Deal Weekend? March 18-
20, a weekend of worship, workshops, and
learning experiences. Look for more infor-
mation at the table outside the sanctuary.
Brought to you by the Reconciling Ministries
Team and Church Council.

Helping Our Neighbors Volunteers. Have
you wondered what you can do to help with
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ministry while staying safe at home? HON is
in desperate need of people to make response
phone calls to assess the needs of our neigh-
bors. Contact Timothy Mullikin at 269-547-
8612 for more information.
Healthy Habits of Hospitality.
e Wear masks while in the church building.
e DPlease wear your name tags, or use a pa-
per name tag found at the entrance.
e Introduce yourself freely. Masks make it
harder for us to recognize one another.
¢ Greeting one another can be a little awk-
ward. Ask the person what makes them
comfortable and err on the side of cau-
tion.
Thank you for helping us to create a safe
space to worship and be in community.
Know that we will be faithful to our online
ministries and will offer hospitality to all
who join us online as well.
Volunteers Needed for our Phone Ministry
Project. Please consider volunteering to help
distribute phones, make phone calls to peo-
ple receiving phones, assist with administra-
tive needs, and more. Contact David
Lundquist for information at (269) 352-0582
or dlundquist@ameritech.net. Our financial
goal also still needs support. Mail a check to
the church marked “phone project” or at the
church’s website.

February 13, 2022
10:00 a.m.

FIRST UNITED
METHODIST
CH U R C H oF KALAMAZOO

(269) 381-6340 + www.umc-kzo.org

We are a Reconciling Congregation, welcoming all.

First United Methodist Church of Kalamazoo invites all persons to join us on our jour-
ney of faith. Jesus Christ calls us to be an inclusive church that exemplifies the kingdom
of God. We strive to move toward reconciling relationships with all, affirming those
who are marginalized for any reason, including sexual orientation or gender identity.
We welcome all with open hearts, open minds, open doors.


http://Youtube.com/c/KALAMAZOOfirstunitedmethodistchurch
http://Youtube.com/c/KALAMAZOOfirstunitedmethodistchurch

COMFORT FOR THE SOUL

We welcome you to worship. You are invited in these beginning moments
to request prayers by using the prayer card found in the pew pocket.
The prayer card will be collected by an usher, shared with clergy,
and if you wish, offered up to God during worship.

* Please rise in body or in spirit

GATHERING MUSIC  All Beautiful the March of Days B. Sowash

WELCOME Rev. Matt Weiler

*OPENING PRAYER Phil VanOrman

Leader: God, we gather here today in this place of comfort. As we deal with the stress
of life during a pandemic we know that in you we can find peace. We ask that you
allow our faith to ground us like the roots of a tree spreading deep and sustaining
us even in times when the world seems barren and lifeless.

ALL: Let your promise of love be like the waters of a stream, nourishing us and
leading us to not just survive, but thrive. In your name we pray. Amen.

*OPENING SONG All Ye Refugees Chelsey Scott, Kellie Haddock, and Flo Paris
Brianna Attard, Kendyl Kirshman, vocals, Chris Haber, bass, Ethan Bausma, percussion
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During the singing of the opening hymn, the children are invited to join Ms. Julia at the back
of the sanctuary to help bring in the light of Christ.

LIGHTING OF THE CHRIST CANDLES
We light these candles to remind us that Jesus is always with us.

Julia Librizzi

CHILDREN'’S BLESSING

SCRIPTURE READING Psalm 1 (UMH-red hymnal pg. 736, response 2)
Please join in singing the response when invited by the worship leader.
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Like a tree that'splant-ed by the wa - ter, we shall not be moved.

Text: Psalm 1:3 The refrain is believed to be from an African-American Spiritual whose composer is un
-identified. We sing this tune acknowledging the grief, pain and sorrow of enslaved African Americans
and the un-ending hardships that they endured. May our singing of it make us ever more aware of our
need to end racism in all of its forms.

*LIGHTING THE PEACE CANDLE & PASSING THE PEACE Vickie Winfield
In sharing the peace of Christ we engage in something eternal. Let us rise in body
and in spirit and share the peace with one another.

SONG OF COMFORT We Shall Be Known MaMuse
We shall be known by the company we keep, by the ones who circle round to tend these fires. We shall
be known by the ones who sow and reap the seeds of change, alive from deep within the earth. It is
time now, it is time now that we thrive. It is time we lead ourselves into the well. It is time now, and
what a time to be alive in this Great Turning we shall learn to lead in love.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE Rev. Julie Kline
During the prayer time we will speak a response to each bidding. At the leading of
the clergy please respond with the phrase, “Be our hope and trust.”

Clergy: O God of all creation.
AlL: Be our hope and trust.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Mother/Father/God, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

SERMON Comfort for the Soul: To Stand Grounded Rev. Matt Weiler

REFLECTION
We were made to more than survive. We were made to thrive.
How is God leading you to prosper and thrive at this time?

Please find the paper ribbon provided. You may use it to write any thoughts, ideas, or reflec-

tions and after recording your response are invited to come forward to “tie” your ribbon on
the tree.

SONG OF COMFORT  Thrive Casting Crowns
CALL TO OFFERING AND CHANGE THE WORLD OFFERING
PRAYER OF DEDICATION

OUR SHARED LIFE

*CLOSING SONG #2197 Lord of All Hopefulness (FWS-black hymnal)
*BLESSING Psalm 46:1-3

God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.
Therefore we will not fear though the earth should change,
though the mountains shake in the heart of the sea;
Though its waters roar and foam, though the mountains tremble with its tumult.
God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.

UMH -The United Methodist Hymnal, FWS - The Faith We Sing

THIS WEEK'S EVENTS

Sunday, February 13

10:00 a.m. Worship - Sanctuary

11:15 a.m. Academy Class - Parlor

3:00 p.m. Heritage Community Worship - The Bistro

4:00 p.m. Bronson Place Worship - The Fountains
Auditorium

4:30 p.m. Gifts of Imperfection - Zoom

6:30 p.m. Friendship Village Worship - KIVA

Monday, February 14
1:00 p.m. Building & Grounds - Zoom
7:00 p.m. Dream Team - Zoom

Tuesday, February 15

9:30 a.m. Worship Planning - Zoom

12:30 p.m. Clergy/Directors Meeting - Zoom
5:15 p.m. Finance Team - Zoom

6:30 p.m. Manna - Youth Center

7:00 p.m. CFM - Zoom

Wednesday, February 16

8:00 a.m. Yoga - Zoom

9:00 a.m. Dawn Patrol - Zoom

10:00 a.m. Reconciling Ministries Team - Zoom
10:30 a.m. HON Meeting - Zoom

12:00 p.m. Cuppa Inspiration - Facebook Live
1:00 p.m. Food Pantry - Curbside Only

Thursday, February 17

9:30 a.m. Trustees - Zoom

9:30 a.m. First Stitchers - Fellowship Room
11:30 a.m. Office Team Meeting - Zoom
2:30 p.m. HON Phone Project - Zoom

5:30 p.m. Outreach Team

Friday, February 18
No events scheduled

Saturday, February 19
No events scheduled

Speaking digitally . . .

Scan the QR code below to be
directed to our Connect Card and let
us know you were here, share
requests for prayer, or messages for
our staff.




Lord of All Hopefulness
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bliss ?n our hearts, Lord, at the break of the day.
strength in  our hearts, Lord, at the noon of the day.
love in  our hearts, Lord, at the eve of the day.
peace in our hearts, Lord, at the end of the day.
SLANE

WORDS: Jan Struther
MUSIC: Irish folk melody 1011.11 12

Words by permission of Oxford University Press
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