(You are invited to carefully raise your candle during this last verse)

Silent night, holy night, wondrous star, lend thy light

with the angels let us sing,
Alleluia to our King;

Christ the Savior is born, Christ the Savior is born.

*CHRISTMAS BLESSING

(Please extinguish your candle after the blessing)

*RECESSIONAL CAROL #246 (red hymnal) Joy to the World

BENEDICTION

POSTLUDE T7he Rejoicing from The Royal Fireworks Music

LEADING US IN WORSHIP TONIGHT
Clergy Leaders: Rev. Julie Kline, Rev. Matt Weiler

Minister of Music Organist Lantern Bearer
Jacqueline Stilger Bernie Foulk Coulter Weiler
Audio/Visual

Casey Curran, Drew Eaton, Layla Eaton, Grace Johnson, Thom Victor
Lay Liturgists: Deacon Cara Weiler, Sean Willoughby

Greeters

Laura, Natalie & Molly Gross, Steve & Chris Johnson

Ushers

Dan Bunker, Drew & Lukas Bolton, Steve & Chris Johnson,

Noah Gross

West Michigan BrassWorks

Scott Thornburg and Johannes Stemann, trumpet

Margaret Hamilton, horn

Nathan Much, trombone

Robert Whaley, tuba

Tonight’s Christmas Offering will be directed to four efforts.
1) Justice for Our Neighbors (JFON), offering legal assistance to immi-
grants. Thank you for your support of our outreach efforts within our
church, community, and the world.

2) Wesley Foundation and Campus Ministry at WMU. The Wesley
Foundation is a United Methodist campus ministry open to all in the
Kalamazoo community, including the students of Western Michigan
University, Kalamazoo College, and Kalamazoo Valley Community
College.

3) Growing Hope Globally. Providing the agricultural training and tools
needed to empower people to produce their own food. .

4) Helping Our Neighbors - phone ministry project. This fund assists
individuals with vital communication resources.

Thank you for your generous support!

Worship activities for children can be found on a cart in the north
hallway.

LARGE print Bibles and United Methodist Hymnals are available at
the Welcome Center or at the Park Street entrance.

Hearing assistance devices are available in the office. If you need
assistance, please speak with one of the ushers. Please return hearing
devices to the office following worship.

G.F. Handel

Welcome to First United
Methodist Church!

212 S. Park Street, Kalamazoo, Ml 49007
www.umc-kzo.org

If you are visiting First United Methodist Church of
Kalamazoo for the first time or are visiting us for the
holidays, we bid you welcome! If you are seeking a
church home, please consider worshiping with us
again.

Sunday, December 26 On the Sunday after Christmas,
we invite all to continue our collective celebrations of
Christ’s birth by worshiping from home using a simple lit-
urgy received in the mail and available online or at the
Welcome Desk. It is our hope that this liturgy moves you
to experience the joy of Christmas, the love of Christ,

and the good news of Emmanuel — God with us. The staff
and worship leaders share this liturgy with you in gratitude
for an opportunity to find our own spaces of rest and re-
newal after a busy Advent Season while continuing to navi-
gate the unique challenges presented to us by the ongoing
COVID-19 pandemic.

Sunday, January 2 10:00 a.m. Worship
Rev. Matt Weiler
The Second Sunday of Christmas: The Risk of Incarnation
John I:1-18

Have a Blessed Christmas!

HOUSING THE

First Coming

He did not wait till the world was ready,
till men and nations were at peace
He came when the Heavens were unsteady
and prisoners cried out for release.
He did not wait for the perfect time.

He came when the need was deep and great.

He dined with sinners in all their grime,
turned water into wine. He did not wait
till hearts were pure. In joy he came
to a tarnished world of sin and doubt.
To a world like ours, of anguished shame
He came, and his Light would not go out.
He came to a world which did not mesh,
to heal its tangles, shield its scorn.

In the mystery of the Word made Flesh
the Maker of the stars was born.

We cannot wait till the world is sane
to raise our songs with joyful voice,
for to share our grief, to touch our pain,
He came with Love: Rejoice! Rejoice!

First United Methodist Church of Kalamazoo

www.umc-kzo.org

~Madeleine L'Engle

December 24, 2021
7:00 p.m.
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* Please rise in body or in spirit

PRELUDE

CHRISTMAS BELL

CALL TO CHRISTMAS  First Christmas by Madeleine L’Engle Rev. Julie Kline
*PROCESSIONAL HYMN #234 (red hymnal) 0, Come All Ye Faithful

WELCOME

LIGHTING THE ADVENT WREATH & CHRIST CANDLE Isacksen Family

We light this candle for Christ
On this night, we remember God has come in the Christ Child.

ANTHEM  We Shall Light 1,000 Candles David Rasbach
FIRST LESSON - Isaiah 9:2-7 Rev. Matt Weiler

RESPONSE  Christ Be Our Light

od
=3 =t
: .
G- & & &

Y,
Christ, be our light! Shine in our hearts,
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Shine through the dark - ness. Christ, be our light!
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Shine in your church gather-ered to- day.

Words & Music by Bernadette Farrell. ©1993. Published by OCP Publications.
All rights reserved . Used with permission OneLicense A-717536

SECOND LESSON - Luke 1:26-45 Sean Willoughby
THIRD LESSON - Luke 1:45-55 Deacon Cara Weiler

*CAROL #216 (red hymnal) Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming

FOURTH LESSON - Luke 2:1-7 Sean Willoughby

ANTHEM O Lijttle Town of Bethlehem Bernard Sexton
Kathy Winchell, soloist
FIFTH LESSON - Luke 2:8-20 Deacon Cara Weiler

*CAROL #238 (red hymnal) Angels We Have Heard On High

SIXTH LESSON - John 1:1-14 Rev. Julie Kline

ANTHEM  / Wonder as | Wander John Rutter
Hannah Elandt, soloist

MESSAGE Manger of Grace Rev. Julie Kline

CALL TO OFFERING Rev. Matt Weiler

OFFERTORY Glory to God G.F. Handel

*DOXOLOGY #240 (red hymnal)  Hark the Herald Angels Sing

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (reading together)

Glory to God in the highest heaven! We praise your name with our offerings and tithes. We give
these gifts in recognition of Jesus, a tiny babe who from humble birth was created great in your
light. Thank you, Gracious God, for pure, unbounded love wrapped in clothes laying in a manger —
a gift so great to share that it could not be contained. Let the joy we feel in our hearts overflow in
unending praise. Amen.

*SERVICE OF LIGHT (all reading the bold)

Jesus said,

“I have come as a light into the world. Whoever believes in me will not remain in darkness.”

In Christ’s name, | will light my candle. With Christ’s strength, | will take it into the world.
(Light from the Christ Candle will be brought to the end of each pew. Please turn and pass the
light to the person next to you, tilting only the UNLIT candle to avoid dripping.)

CHORAL ANTHEM  Night of Silence Dan Kantor

*CAROL #239 (red hymnal)  Silent Night, Holy Night
Silent night, holy night, all is calm, all is bright.
Round yon virgin mother and child.

Holy infant, so tender and mild,
sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace.

Silent night, holy night, shepherds quake at the sight;
glories stream from heaven afar,

heavenly hosts sing Alleluia!

Christ the Savior is born, Christ the Savior is born/

Silent night, holy night, Son of God, love’s pure light;
radiant beams from thy holy face

with the dawn of redeeming grace,

Jesus, Lord, at thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at thy birth.



