PRELUDE
GATHERING MUSIC & CHIME
WELCOME Rev. Julie Kline

WE OPEN THE DOOR

#626 (UMH-red hymnal) Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence vs. 1, solo
Today we offer the Light of Hope to illumine the Door of Welcome. May this light shine in our hearts,
in our lives and in our church. May Hope awaken us to possibilities and lead us to greater hospitality.
There IS room in this Inn, a House for the Holy.

Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence vs. 3, all
Rank on rank the host of heaven spreads its vanguard on the way,
as the Light of light descendeth from the realms of endless day,
that the powers of hell may vanish as the darkness clears away.

FIRST READING Jeremiah 33:14-16 Katy McGinnis

*OPENING HYMN #203 (UMH-red hymnal)  Hail to the Lord’s Anointed
During the singing of the opening hymn, the children are invited to join Ms. Julia at the back of the
sanctuary to help bring in the light of Christ.

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE Julia Librizzi

The candle of this first week of Advent is a candle of hope. Today the flame of this candle reminds
us of the hope that came to this world when Jesus was born and his presence with us. Jesus said “I
came so that everyone would have life, life in all its fullness. “

Children: Make room for hope.

#2090 (FWS-black hymnal)  Advent Song refrain only
Candle, candle, burning bright, shining in the cold winter night,
Candle, candle, burning bring, fill our hearts with Christmas Light.

CHILDREN’S BLESSING

LIGHTING THE PEACE CANDLE AND SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST Rev. Matt Weiler
RESPONSE TO THE PEACE Christ Be Our Light arr. Bernadette Farrell
SECOND READING Psalm 25:4-5 Katy McGinnis
MESSAGE Making Room for Newness Rev. Julie Kline
A STORY OF INNKEEPING Dick Shilts

INVITATION TO PRAYER

SUNG REFRAIN Make of My Heart a Stable, vs. 1
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warm and stur-dy place for hope to live and grow.
warm and stur-dy place for hope to live and grow.

Text and music Copyright 2021 Amanda Udis-Kessler. All rights reserved. Used with permission.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Make of My Heart a Stable, vs. 2

Rev. Matt Weiler

THE LORD’S PRAYER

CALL TO OFFERING United Methodist Student Day: Help deserving, young adults con-
tinue their education and their faith journeys.

OFFERTORY ANTHEM  Handbell Anthem on Cranham
Handbells: Cari Miller and Chris Teugh

arr. by Jason Krug

*DOXOLOGY In the Bleak Midwinter vs. 4
What can I give him poor as | am? If | were a shepherd, | would bring a lamb;
If  were a Wise Man, | would do my part; yet what can | give him; give my heart.

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (praying together)

One: Holy One, this Advent season we wait in hope.

All: And we give in Hope.

One: Hope for your coming reign;

All: Hope because of your presence with us even now.

One: Receive these generous offerings,

All: And use them for your work of healing and hope in our world.
Amen.

*OUR SHARED LIFE

*CLOSING HYMN #196 (UMH-Red hymnal) Come Thou Long Expected Jesus

*BENEDICTION

One: Christ our God, we give you our homage, we give you what we can—we give our
hearts, a warm sturdy place for your light to live and grow.

All: The light shines in the darkness and the darkness cannot put it out.

One: We ask you to fill our hearts with Christmas light as we go from this place, crying
Alleluia. All: Alleluia, Lord most high!

POSTLUDE

UMH -The United Methodist Hymnal, FWS - The Faith We Sing

THIS WEEK’S EVENTS

Sunday, November 28

10:00 a.m. Worship - Sanctuary

11:00 a.m. Pastor Matt's Class - Fellowship Room

11:00 a.m. Half Truths Class - Parlor

2:00 p.m. Mary Beth Garman Memorial Service

3:00 p.m. Heritage Community Worship - The Bistro

4:00 p.m. Bronson Place Worship - The Fountains
Auditorium

6:00 p.m. Youth Group - Youth Center

6:30 p.m. Friendship Village Worship - KIVA

Monday, November 29
11:30 a.m. Prayer Group - Parlor

Tuesday, November 30

9:30 a.m. Worship Planning - Zoom
12:30 p.m. All Staff Meeting - Parlor
4:15 p.m. First Beats - Outside

Wednesday, December 1

8:00 a.m. Yoga - Zoom

9:00 a.m. Dawn Patrol - Parlor

9:30 a.m. OLLI Curriculum Committee - Fellowship
Room

10:30 a.m. HON Team - Zoom

11:30 a.m. OLLI Tech Team - Fellowship Room

12:00 p.m. Cuppa Inspiration - Facebook Live

1:00 p.m. Food Pantry - Curbside Only

6:00 p.m. Contemplative Prayer - Chapel

6:30 p.m. House Meeting - Parlor

6:30 p.m. Manna - Youth Center

Thursday, December 2

9:30 a.m. First Stitchers - Fellowship Room

9:30 a.m. Office Team Meeting - Zoom

12:00 p.m. Advent Concert Series - Sanctuary
1:00 p.m. Leadership Team - Zoom

4:00 p.m. Coffeehouse Worship Planning - Zoom
6:00 p.m. Handbell Choir - Wesley Hall

6:30 p.m. House Meeting - Lisa Batten's home
7:15 p.m. Chancel Singers - Outside

Friday, December 3
No events scheduled

Saturday, December 4
No events scheduled

Scan the QR code below to be directed
to our Connect Card and let us know
you were here, share requests for
prayer, or messages for our church
leaders and worship leaders.




UPCOMING SUNDAY WORSHIP

December 5, 2021
10:00 a.m. Worship
Second Sunday of Advent:
A Place at the Table (Peace)
Rev. Matt Weiler
Philippians 1:3-11
Luke 3:1-6

December 12, 2021
10:00 a.m. Worship
Third Sunday of Advent:
How Much is Enough? (Joy)
Rev. Julie Kline
Isaiah 12:2-6

We’re glad you are our guest today!
If you are worshipping with us for the first
time, please stop by the Welcome Center.
Child care is provided on the second floor
for infants through 3-year-olds with fully
vaccinated and masked staff.

Worship activities for children can be
found on a cart outside the side sanctuary
doors.

LARGE print Bibles and Hymnals are
available at the Park Street entrance.
Hearing assistance devices are available
at the Welcome Center.

Today’s service is being livestreamed
and recorded. You can request a free
copy of the DVD from the office. You can
find previous worship services on our
website: http://www.umc-kzo.org/mp3.asp.
You may view worship services on our
YouTube channel: YouTube.com/c/
KALAMAZOOfirstunitedmethodistchurch
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

Advent Concert Series. Join us on Thursdays at

Organist
Bernie Foulk

noon in the sanctuary for the return of our annual
Advent series. This year we welcome:

e December 2 - Kalamazoo Mandolin and Guitar
Orchestra

e December 9 - The Sweetbriar Sisters, an all-
female ukulele trio known for close harmonies,
vintage songs and fun!

e December 16 - Bill Cessna Jazz Piano Trio

Freewill offerings will be gratefully accepted, but
admission for all Advent concert events is free.

Phone Ministry Project. Helping Our Neighbors
has distributed over 50 cell phones to persons in
need during the first phase of their phone ministry
project. The need was overwhelming and the pro-
gram hopes to continue on to phase two with a goal
of $15,000 to provide another 100 phones. Donations
of any amount would be helpful and there are two
ways to give: 1. Mail a check to the church with
‘HON Phone Ministry Project’ in the memo line. 2.
Donate online through the church website (https://
www.umc-kzo.org/) and our Online Giving link.

Advent Labyrinth: A Prayer Practice. There is a
long history of the use of labyrinths in Christian
worship. The purpose of the labyrinth is to slow us
down to explore and think about the themes of Ad-
vent. Advent is a time to fill our inner space with
quiet, contemplation and fast from the worries, the
anxiety that may plague our minds all too often. The
labyrinth will be set up in Wesley Hall throughout
the season of Advent. You are invited to walk the
labyrinth after worship on Sunday or any weekday
between the hours of 9am-4pm. It is safe for several
people to walk the labyrinth at one time, but please
be careful about spacing and keep your mask on.
This labyrinth requires the removal of your shoes to
preserve the cloth of the labyrinth. The labyrinth can
take 10-20 minutes to walk depending on your pace.
There will also be prayer stations set up outside the
four corners of the labyrinth which will change each
week. Please make use of them to enhance your time
of prayer and contemplation.

Healthy Habits of Hospitality. As we gath-

er, we continue to love our neighbor and pri-

oritize the health of our congregation and
community. With caution and we remember
these habits of hospitality:

e Wear masks while in the church building.

e Please wear a name tag.

e Introduce yourself freely.

e Greeting one another can be a little awk-
ward. Some may be comfortable with a
handshake, hug, fist or elbow bump.
When greeting, ask and err on the side of
caution.

e Help others to find their way around the
building by leading the way or walking
alongside.

Thank you for helping us to create a safe

space.

November Mission of the Month. We are

supporting Ministry with Community and

their annual Under Wear Party. A drop off,
collection box for donations is located near
the church security station. Specific items
that have been requested are: Thermal under-
garments, (pants and long-sleeved shirts)
sweatshirts & sweatpants, insulated gloves

(no knits), winter hats, men's boxers or boxer-

briefs, women's underwear, and hand warm-

ers. All items must be Men's or Women's

Adult sizes, M-4XL, new, and no hand-knit

or open-knit items. Plain colors are preferred.

December Mission of the Month. The Sal-

vation Army Angel Tree has arrived! Please

choose an angel tag and return it to the tree
with your unwrapped gift by Sunday, De-
cember 5. (Please leave gift cards with the
security desk attendant.) Members may also
mail a check to the church with Salvation Ar-
my Angel Tree in the memo line or donate
online by visiting our website and clicking
the Online Giving link. The church will send
one check to the Salvation Army. Thank you!

Sunday School Meeting. The Children’s

Sunday School hour is set to return in the

new year! We are looking for folks who are

interested in helping our young children
grow in faith each Sunday morning. If you

are interested, please join the December 12

meeting after worship in the arches on the

second floor. Materials, training and support
will be provided. Contact Julia with ques-
tions at jlibrizzi@umc-kzo.org.

November 28, 2021
10:00 a.m.

FIRST UNITED
METHODIST

CH U R C H oF KALAMAZOO
(269) 381-6340 + www.umc-kzo.org

First Sunday of Advent: Making Room (Hope)

We welcome you to worship. You are invited in these beginning moments to request prayers by using
the prayer card found in the pew pocket. They will be collected by an usher, shared with clergy, and
if you wish, offered up to God during worship.

* Please rise in body or in spirit

What did the innkeeper say to Mary and Joseph? Nothing. The Gospel writer Luke tells us that there
was no room in the inn. The sacred text says, “she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in
bands of cloth, and laid him in a manager, because there was no place for them in the inn.” Many of

us have heard the recreated story, watched a nativity play or beheld a nativity scene of Jesus’ birth

that blends the Gospels so often that we have formed images that may not be found. This Advent,
we pause and consider the inn. We contemplate that room was made for Mary, Joseph, and a new-
born babe. With wonder we find ourselves curious about the room we make in our own lives for the
birth of hope, peace, joy and love. Join us as we make more room for the Holy in our own spirits and
for our neighbors who need our compassion and reassurance that the Holy is present to all.

Advent 2021

HOUSING THE HOLY

We are a Reconciling Congregation, welcoming all.

First United Methodist Church of Kalamazoo invites all persons to join us on our jour-
ney of faith. Jesus Christ calls us to be an inclusive church that exemplifies the kingdom
of God. We strive to move toward reconciling relationships with all, affirming those
who are marginalized for any reason, including sexual orientation or gender identity.
We welcome all with open hearts, open minds, open doors.
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