
September 19, 2021 
PRELUDE AND LIGHTING THE CHRIST CANDLES 
 
WELCOME AND CALL TO WORSHIP Jim Cupper 

Leader: We, of many backgrounds and identities, personalities, and ideas, gather collectively in shared 
pursuit of the Sacred 

All: Together, we make up the body of Christ. 
Leader: Whenever one of us is in pain, 
All: Our whole body aches. 
Leader: Whenever one of us is cut off, 
All: The whole body is wounded. 
Leader: Whoever is kept away by discriminatory policies or practices or prejudices, 
All: Our collective soul suffers the loss of their presence. 
Leader: We need one another in order to be whole. 
All: God make us the body of Christ you envisioned. May we become your presence enfleshed, in 

service to the world and one another.  
 
*OPENING HYMN     There is Room in God’s Great Welcome 
 

 

 

 



 

Copyright © 2016 by Carolyn Winfrey Gillette. 
All rights reserved. Used with permission 

 
LIGHTING OF THE PEACE CANDLE Rev. Matt Weiler 
 
*PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST 
 
RESPONSE TO THE LIGHTING (FWS 2253)    Water, River, Spirit, Grace 

 
Words: Thomas H. Troeger ©1987, 1991 Ocford University Press, Inc., MUSIC: O.I. Cricket Harrison ©1995 Chalice Press 

  
CHILDREN’S BLESSING  
 
BAPTISM 

This morning we celebrate the baptism of William Christopher Uggen, child of Chris & Maren Uggen, and 
grandchild of Bill & Ruth Ann Uggen 

  
Jesus calls us to welcome children into the full life of our community, opening our table and hearts to those 



most vulnerable, offering the wisdom of the ages to all who hunger for truth. Do you, who witness and 
celebrate this sacrament, promise your love, support, and care to this child/ren being baptized as they live and 
grow in Christian community? We promise our love support and care. 
  
Do you promise to include William in all of your play and learning? Do you promise to pray for William and to 
honor him? Do you promise to teach William how to follow Jesus, and help him to know that he is a beloved 
child of God? If so please say, “Yes we promise!”  Yes, we promise! 
  
Now it is our joy to welcome our new brother in Christ. 
Through baptism you are incorporated by the Holy Spirit into God’s new creation and made to share in 
Christ’s royal priesthood. We are all one in Christ Jesus. With joy and thanksgiving we welcome you as a 
member of the family of Christ. 
  
BAPTISMAL RESPONSE #2249 (FWS-black hymnal)     God Claims You 

Please substitute William’s name for “Child of promise.”  
William, William, God claims you . . .  

 
HYMN     God Claims You Julia Librizzi 

 
WORDS & MUSIC: Stanley M. Farr ©1981 Stanley M. Farr 

 
SCRIPTURE READING – 1 Thessalonians 1:1-10  
 
MESSAGE     Living in the Spirit Rev. Julie Kline 

 
RESPONSE TO THE MESSAGE (FWS 2278)    The Lord’s Prayer 
 (Call and response. Please repeat each phrase after the song leader) 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE Rev. Matt Weiler 
 
OFFERING INVITATION  
 
OFFERTORY ANTHEM     La Foi (The Faith) by Georg Golterman Amelia Isacksen 



 
*DOXOLOGY (UMH 553, vs. 1)  

 
 
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (praying together)  

As we offer our treasure and hearts to you, O God, may they be used to pass on the promise of hope, of 
peace, of life, of community to all in need of your gifts and presence in their lives. Amen.  

 
OUR SHARED LIFE 
 
*CLOSING HYMN (UMH 548)     In Christ There Is No East or West 

 
 

*BLESSING  
 

POSTLUDE      
*Please rise in body or in spirit 

 
UMH – United Methodist Hymnal, FWS – The Faith We Sing, W&S – Worship & Song 

 



 
We are a Reconciling Congregation, welcoming all.  

 

First United Methodist Church of Kalamazoo invites all persons to join us on our journey of faith.  
Jesus Christ calls us to be an inclusive church that exemplifies the kingdom of God. We strive to move toward reconciling 

relationships with all, affirming those who are marginalized for any reason,  
including sexual orientation or gender identity. 

 
We welcome all with open hearts, open minds, open doors 

 

 
 

The staff is here to empower and equip the congregation for ministry and mission. Email staff by entering the first letter 
of their first name and the entire last name, and then: @umc-kzo.org

 
Rev. Julie Kline  ........................................................................ Lead Pastor 
Rev. Matt Weiler  .................................... Pastor of Community Formation 
Jacqueline Stilger ........................................................... Director of Music 
Bernie Foulk  ...............................................................................  Organist 
Julia Librizzi  .............................. Director of Children & Families Ministries 
Thom Victor ............................................ Director of Congregational Care 
Ruth LaMachia  .................................  Director of Business Administration 

 
WORSHIP LEADERS 
Rev. Julie Kline, Rev Matt Weiler, Jim Cupper 
Director of Music Organist Cello               Jacqueline Stilger Bernie Foulk Amelia Isacksen 
Lead AV Tech: Casey Curran 
A/V Assistants: Bob Lane, Drew Eaton, Layla Eaton 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
The rosebud on the altar is in celebration of the baptism of William Christopher Uggen. 
 
  

Academy Class. Join us for an adult Sunday school 
class led by Carol Hodges at 11:15 a.m. in the Parlor or 
online on Zoom. This class is based on the book by 
Debby Irving, Waking Up White. 
Family Foundations will meet next Sunday on Sept. 
26th in the parking lot for some fun and fellowship for 
the whole family from 11:30 a.m-12:30 p.m. near the 
garage in the church parking lot. Please bring lawn 
chairs from home! 
About Manna. Manna is a ministry for Young Adults 
that meets each Wednesday evening at varying 
locations at 6:30 p.m.  Contact Pastor Matt or 
Mandakini, mbrophy@umc-kzo.org for more info.  

Tuesday Morning Spiritual Growth Opportunity. 
Begins Tuesday, September 21 at 10 a.m. in the chapel. 
Our book study will be of Adam Hamilton’s Words of 
Life: Jesus and the Promise of the Ten Commandments 
Today. The books cost $15 and should be bought in 
advance so that chapters 1 and 2 can be read before the 
first session. Please contact Miriam at (269) 267-2909, 
Nancy at (269) 370-1406 or Jan at (269) 342-4092 for a 
copy of the book.  
 
 
 
 



Healthy Habits of Hospitality. As we begin fall 
gatherings, we continue to love our neighbor and 
prioritize the health of our congregation and 
community. With caution and love for all we 
remember these habits of hospitality: 
• Wear masks while in the church building. 
• Please wear your name tags, or use a paper name tag 

found at the entrance. 
• Introduce yourself freely. Masks make it harder for 

us to recognize one another. 
• Greeting one another can be a little awkward. Some 

may be comfortable with a handshake, hug, fist or 
elbow bump. It’s hard to know! Ask the person 
what they are comfortable with and err on the side 
of caution. 

• Help others to find their way around the building by 
leading the way or walking alongside. 

Thank you for helping us to create a safe space to 
worship and be in community. Know that we will be 
faithful to our online ministries and will offer 
hospitality to all who join us online as well. 
SPRC Announcement. We welcome Thom Victor as 
Director of Congregational Care. We are thankful for 
the support that allows this to happen. Thom’s office is 
now located on the third floor in the library. You can 
reach Thom by phone at (269) 224-9637 and by email at 
tvictor@umc-kzo.org.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THIS WEEK’S EVENTS 
  

Sunday, September 19 
10:00 a.m. Worship - Sanctuary 
11:15 a.m. Academy Class - Parlor 
11:15 a.m. Study of Haggai - 304 
11:30 a.m. Tween Fellowship - Picnic Area 
3:00 p.m. Heritage Community Worship - The Bistro 
4:00 p.m. Bronson Place Worship - The Fountains Auditorium 
4:30 p.m. Youth Council - Pastor Matt’s House 
6:00 p.m. Youth Tribe - Pastor Matt’s House 
6:30 p.m. Friendship Village Worship - KIVA 
  

Monday, September 20 
11:30 a.m. Prayer Group - Parlor 
  

Tuesday, September 21 
9:30 a.m. Worship Planning - Zoom 
10:00 a.m. Book Study - Fellowship Room 
12:30 p.m. Clergy/Directors Meeting Zoom 
1:30 p.m. Walking Group - KCHS Track 
4:15 p.m. First Beats - Fellowship Room 
5:15 p.m. Finance Team - Zoom 
6:30 p.m. Nominations—Zoom 
  

Wednesday, September 22 
9:00 a.m. Dawn Patrol - Zoom 
10:30 a.m. HON Team - Zoom 
12:00 p.m. Cuppa Inspiration - Facebook Live 
6:30 p.m. Manna - Location TBD 
  

Thursday, September 23 
9:30 a.m. First Stitchers - Fellowship Room 
1:00 p.m. Meal Prep - Kitchen 
1:30 p.m. Walking Group - KCHS Track 
4:00 p.m. Coffeehouse Worship Planning - Zoom 
6:00 p.m. Handbell Choir - Sanctuary 
7:00 p.m. Chancel Singers - Outside at church 
  

Friday, September 24 
No events scheduled 
  

Saturday, September 25 
10:00 a.m. Bus Driver Training - parking lot 
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