
September 5, 2021 
PRELUDE 
 

WELCOME AND OPENING PRAYER Rev. Julie Kline 
 

*OPENING HYMN (UMH 139)     Praise to the Lord the Almighty (*please rise in body or in spirit) 

 
 

LIGHTING OF THE PEACE CANDLE AND SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST – Psalm 146 
 

SCRIPTURE READING – James 2:14-17 Deb Search Willoughby 
 

A TIME FOR THE CHILD WITHIN US ALL 
 

MESSAGE Rev. Matt Weiler 
 

*HYMN OF RESPONSE (UMH 369)     Blessed Assurance 



 
WORDS: Fanny J. Crosby, 1873. MUSIC: Phoebe P. Knapp, 1872 

 

OFFERING INVITATION AND DEDICATION 
 



*DOXOLOGY (UMH 94)  
 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
praise God, all creatures here below: Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Praise God, the source of all our gifts! Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts! 
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 

INVITATION TO THE COMMUNION TABLE 
 

GREAT PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

(clergy prayer continues) 
 . . . with all the faithful of every time and place, who forever wing to the glory of your name; 
 

 
MUSIC: Mark A. Miller © 1999 Abingdon Press, admin. by The Copyright Co. Used with permission. 

 

(clergy prayer continues)  
 

. . . we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

 



 
MUSIC: Mark A. Miller © 1999 Abingdon Press, admin. by The Copyright Co. Used with permission OneLicense #A-717536 

 

Come, then, life-giving Spirit, brood over these bodily things and make us into one body with Christ, 
that we, who are baptized into his death, may walk in newness of life; that what is sown in dishonor may 
be raised in glory and what is sown in weakness may be raised in power. 
We praise you, O God, blessed and holy Trinity, now and forever. Amen. 

 

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER (praying together) 
 

Our Father/Mother/God, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the Kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.  

 

*CLOSING HYMN (FWS 2268)    As We Gather at Your Table 

 



 
WORDS: Carl P. Daw, Jr.©1989 Hope Publishing Ct. MUSIC: Skinner Chávez-Melo. ©1985 Skinner Chávez-Melo. Used with permission OneLicense #A-717536 

 

BENEDICTION 
 

POSTLUDE 
 

UMH – United Methodist Hymnal, FWS – The Faith We Sing, W&S – Worship & Song 
 

 
 

We are a Reconciling Congregation, welcoming all.  
 

First United Methodist Church of Kalamazoo invites all persons to join us on our journey of faith.  
Jesus Christ calls us to be an inclusive church that exemplifies the kingdom of God. We strive to move toward reconciling 

relationships with all, affirming those who are marginalized for any reason,  
including sexual orientation or gender identity. 

 
We welcome all with open hearts, open minds, open doors 

 

Our Call to Action 
As part of Kalamazoo First United Methodist Church’s vow to resist oppression in all its forms, we commit ourselves to 
the decisive action that is needed to resist and dismantle racism at every level. This action must go beyond our 
historically empty rhetoric about repentance and broken promises to be a church that is a credible and active witness 
for peace, equity, and justice in the face of harm visited upon communities of color. We beckon our clergy and lay 
leadership to unapologetically shine the light of truth on our church community so that we recognize our complicity in 
systemic racism, recognize and condemn white supremacy as sin, and seek a deep knowing of what God calls us to do. 
We make these vows so that every person–especially Black, Indigenous, and People of Color (BIPOC)—may live in safety, 
health, and freedom. 

 
 

The staff is here to empower and equip the congregation for ministry and mission. Email staff by entering the first letter 
of their first name and the entire last name, and then: @umc-kzo.org 
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