PRELUDE

WELCOME AND OPENING PRAYER

*OPENING HYMN (UMH 139)

Praise to the Lord the Almighty

Rev. Julie Kline

(*please rise in body or in spirit)
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1. Praiseto the Lord, the Al - might.y, the King of cre - a

2. Praiseto the Lord,whoo’er allthingsso won-drously reign
3.Praiseto the Lord,whodoth pros-per thy workand de - fend
4.Praiseto the Lord,whodoth nour-ish thy life and re - store
5.Praiseto the Lord! O let all that is in me a - dore
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tion! O my soul, praisehim,for he 1is thy healthand sal -
ing bears thee on ea - gle’swings, e’er in his keep-ing main -
thee; sure-ly his good-nessand mer-cy here dai-ly at -
thee, fit - ting thee well for the tasksthat are ev -er be -
him! All that hath life andbreath,come now with prais-es be -
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va=——= tion! All ye who hear, now to his tem-pledraw
tain . ing. God’scare en - folds all, whose true good he up -
tend thee. Pon-der a - new whatthe Al - might-y can
fore thee. Then to thy need God as a  moth-er doth
fore him! Let the a - men soundfromhis peo-ple a -
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near, join me in -0 - ra tion!
holds. = Hast thou not known lus sus - tain - ing?
do, who with his love doth be - friend thee.
speed, spread-ing the wings of grace o’er thee.
gain;  glad - for - ev - er a - dore him.

LIGHTING OF THE PEACE CANDLE AND SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST — Psalm 146

SCRIPTURE READING - James 2:14-17

A TIME FOR THE CHILD WITHIN US ALL

MESSAGE

*HYMN OF RESPONSE (UMH 369)

Blessed Assurance

Deb Search Willoughby

Rev. Matt Weiler
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1. Bless - ed as - sur - ance, Je - sus is mine!
2. Per - fect sub - mis - sion, per - fect de - light,
3. Per - fect sub - mis - sion, all is at rest;
— ———— | | A *ﬂ |
Ny I 1 ] . 0§ l 1
g |
reSEESc=———c—==-=crco
e ~——
O what a fore - taste of glo-ry di - vine!
vi - sions of rap - ture now burst on my sight;
I in my Sav - ior am hap - py and Dblest,
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Heir of sal - va - tion, pur - chase of God,
an - gels de - scend - ing bring from a - bove
watch -ing  and wait - ing, look - ing a - bove,
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born of  his Spir - it, washed in is  blood.
ech - oes  of mer - CY, whis -pers of  love.
filled with his good - ness, lost in  his love.
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This is my sto - ry, this is my  song,
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prais -ing my  Sav - ior all the day long;
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this is my sto - ry, this is my song,
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prais - ing  my Sav - ior all the day long.

OFFERING INVITATION AND DEDICATION




*DOXOLOGY (UMH 94)

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
praise God, all creatures here below: Alleluia! Alleluia!
Praise God, the source of all our gifts! Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts!
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

INVITATION TO THE COMMUNION TABLE

GREAT PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
Lift up your hearts.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

(clergy prayer continues)

And also with you.
We lift them to the Lord.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

... with all the faithful of every time and place, who forever wing to the glory of your name;
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Ho -ly ho -1ly, ho - ly Lord; God of power and might.
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Heav - en and earth are full of your glo - ry. Ho -
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san - na in the high-est! Ho - san - na 1in the high - est! Ho - san - na in the
A
| b N
b 7 J 7 J
s \ - A - \A
j‘\____/ ——————— ] —_———

v high - est! Blest is the one who comes
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n the name of the Lord. Ho-san - na in the high - est! Ho - san - na in the
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high-estt Ho - san - na in the high - est!
(clergy prayer continues)
... we proclaim the mystery of faith:
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Christ has died, Christ s ris- en, Christ will come a - gain. Ho - san - na in the
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high- est! Ho - san - na in the high-est! Ho - san - na in the high - est!

Come, then, life-giving Spirit, brood over these bodily things and make us into one body with Christ,

that we, who are baptized into his death, may walk in newness of life; that what is sown in dishonor may
be raised in glory and what is sown in weakness may be raised in power.

We praise you, O God, blessed and holy Trinity, now and forever. Amen.

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER (praying together)

Our Father/Mother/God, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us.

And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the Kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.

*CLOSING HYMN (FWS 2268) As We Gather at Your Table
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I. As we gath - er at your ta - Dble, as we
2. Turn our wor - ship in - to Wit - ness in the
3. Gra-cious Spir - it, help us sum - mon oth - er
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lis-ten to your word, help us know, O  God, your
sac - ra-ment  of life; send us forth to love and
guests to share that feast where tri - um - phant Love will
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pres - ence; let our  hearts and minds be
serve you, bring - ing  peace where there is
wel - come those who had been last and
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stirred. Nour-ish us with sa-cred sto - ry till we
strife. Give us, Christ, your great com - pas - sion to for -
least. There no more will en - vy blind us nor will
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clgirn it as our own; teach us through this ho - ly
give as you for - gave; may we still  be - hold your
pride our peace de - stroy, as we join with saints and
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ban - quet how to make Love’s vic - tory known.
im - age in the world you died to save.
an - gels to re - peat the sound - ing joy.
BENEDICTION
POSTLUDE

UMH — United Methodist Hymnal, FWS — The Faith We Sing, W&S — Worship & Song

We are a Reconciling Congregation, welcoming all.

First United Methodist Church of Kalamazoo invites all persons to join us on our journey of faith.
Jesus Christ calls us to be an inclusive church that exemplifies the kingdom of God. We strive to move toward reconciling
relationships with all, affirming those who are marginalized for any reason,
including sexual orientation or gender identity.

We welcome all with open hearts, open minds, open doors

Our Call to Action
As part of Kalamazoo First United Methodist Church’s vow to resist oppression in all its forms, we commit ourselves to
the decisive action that is needed to resist and dismantle racism at every level. This action must go beyond our
historically empty rhetoric about repentance and broken promises to be a church that is a credible and active witness
for peace, equity, and justice in the face of harm visited upon communities of color. We beckon our clergy and lay
leadership to unapologetically shine the light of truth on our church community so that we recognize our complicity in
systemic racism, recognize and condemn white supremacy as sin, and seek a deep knowing of what God calls us to do.
We make these vows so that every person—especially Black, Indigenous, and People of Color (BIPOC)—may live in safety,
health, and freedom.

First United

Methodi

Church of Kalamazoo

The staff is here to empower and equip the congregation for ministry and mission. Email staff by entering the first letter
of their first name and the entire last name, and then: @umc-kzo.org

Rev. Julie KIiNe ....ccceeveviciiiieeeecceeeee e, Lead Pastor Bernie FOUIK ....ccoovvuiiieeiiiieeee e, Organist
Rev. Matt Weiler .......... Pastor of Community Formation Julia Librizzi .... Director of Children & Families Ministries
Jacqueline Stilger .......ccccoeeeeiiiiiiiciinns Director of Music Ruth LaMachia ....... Director of Business Administration



