CHILDREN'’S BLESSING Julia Librizzi
Following the blessing, children 4 years and older are welcome to join us on the 2nd floor for the tell-
ing of a Godly Play story and some response time. Children who attend Godly Play will be brought
back to their families during the last hymn of worship.

SCRIPTURE READING - Jeremiah 29:11-14 Michel Pierce
This is what the Spirit is saying to the church.

Thanks be to God.
MESSAGE The Courage to Hope Rev. Julie Kline
GIVING CAMPAIGN VIDEO Jason Brophy

OFFERING INVITATION Rev. Matt Weiler
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mea-sures great and small. Praise God! A - bound in hope!

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (praying together)
Amazing Love, as we offer our gifts, prayers, presence, service, and wit-
ness, we pray that we will be rooted and established in hope. Give us the
power with all the saints to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is
the love and hope of Christ, and to know this hope that surpasses
knowledge. Fill our lives, Holy God. Amen.

OUR SHARED LIFE
BREAD FROM THE WORLD: WORLD COMMUNION SUNDAY
WELCOME

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION As We Break the Bread Jay Althouse

INVITATION TO THE TABLE (praying together the bold text)

Matzah, unleavened bread, reminds us of all who eat their bread in haste. It symbol-
izes for us all the refuges who, like the ancient Israelites, leave their homes and flee
from danger. May it remind us, too, of the homeless in our own city and country.

We pray, O God, for your church among those with no place to call home. May
we learn from their searching faith, and may we be a place of welcome for all
who seek safety.

Frybread reminds us of Africa, the birthplace of humankind where Christianity contin-
ues to flourish. It also reminds us of a legacy of slavery, and of a people who endured.
We pray, O God, for your church in places where it flourishes, and we confess
the times and places when we have enslaved our brothers and sisters. May we
learn from the vibrant faith of our African brothers and sisters, and may we
build a more just and peaceable world.

This sweet bread that reminds us of Asia, where Christians are a minority among
Muslims, Buddhists, Hindus, and others, represents for us the ways our faith calls us
beyond our culture and reminds us of our brothers and sisters who are persecuted for
their beliefs.

We pray, O God, for your church in places where Christianity is dangerous, po-
litically or socially. May we learn from the steadfast faith of our Asian brothers
and sisters and walk with Jesus through every trial.

Tortillas remind us of Central and South America, where faith and culture have col-
ored one another beautifully, but also a place where Christians live with violence,
drugs, and conflict as a daily reality.

We pray, O God, for your church in places beset by violence and still colored
by hope. May we learn from the persistent faith of our Latino brothers and La-
tina sisters, and may we look upon them with compassion as our neighbors.

This baguette reminds us of Europe, with its vast cathedrals that are often empty. It
represents those who keep the faith alive in lean times and reminds us that the
church is not a building, but a community of people.

We pray, O God, for your church in places where its power is diminished and
its followers are few. May we learn from the age-old faith of our European
brothers and sisters, and may we live our faith so that our faith might live.

Cornbread reminds us of Native Americans who first recognized God in the rhythms
of nature. It reminds us that the land we call home once belonged to others.

We pray, O God, for your church as it exists in every land. May we learn from
the earthy faith of our Native American brothers and sisters, and may we care
for the land and all those who call it home. Come, Holy Spirit, dwell in these
breads and in this cup that they might be for us the body and blood of Christ.
Come, dwell in your people of every land and language that we might be unit-
ed with one another to be the body of Christ in every corner of the world today.
Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our God/Mother/Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy king-
dom come; thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who tres-
pass against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO RECEIVE

*COMMUNION HYMN #617 (UMH-red hymnal) I Come with Joy

* Please rise in body or in spirit

THIS WEEK'S EVENTS

Sunday, October 3

10:00 a.m. Worship - Sanctuary

11:15 a.m. Academy Class - Parlor

11:15 a.m. Study of Haggai - 304

3:00 p.m. Heritage Community Worship - The Bistro

4:00 p.m. Bronson Place Worship - The Fountains
Auditorium

6:00 p.m. Youth Tribe

6:30 p.m. Friendship Village Worship - KIVA

Monday, October 4
11:30 a.m. Prayer Group - Parlor

Tuesday, October 5

9:30 a.m. Worship Planning - Zoom

10:00 a.m. Book Study - Fellowship Room
12:30 p.m. All Staff Meeting - Zoom

1:30 p.m. Walking Group - KCHS Track
4:15 p.m. First Beats - Carriage House
7:00 p.m. SPRC - Zoom

Wednesday, October 6

9:00 a.m. Dawn Patrol - Zoom

10:30 a.m. HON Team - Zoom

12:00 p.m. Cuppa Inspiration - Facebook Live
1:00 p.m. Food Pantry - Curbside Only

1:30 p.m. Trustee Sub-Committee - Zoom
6:30 p.m. Manna - Location TBD

Thursday, October 7

9:30 a.m. First Stitchers - Fellowship Room

9:30 a.m. Office Team Meeting - Zoom

1:00 p.m. Leadership Team - Zoom

1:00 p.m. Security Measures Team - Zoom

6:00 p.m. Handbell Choir - Wesley Hall

6:30 p.m. Stewardship Team - Zoom

7:00 p.m. Reconciling Ministry Team - Parlor/Zoom
7:15 p.m. Chancel Singers - Outside at church

Friday, October 8
No events scheduled

Saturday, October 9
No events scheduled

We are a Reconciling
Congregation, welcoming all.

First United Methodist Church of
Kalamazoo invites all persons to
join us on our journey of faith. Je-
sus Christ calls us to be an inclu-
sive church that exemplifies the
kingdom of God. We strive to
move toward reconciling relation-
ships with all, affirming those who
are marginalized for any reason,
including sexual orientation or
gender identity. We welcome all
with open hearts, open minds,
open doors.




UPCOMING SUNDAY WORSHIP

October 10, 2021
10:00 a.m. Worship
Rev. Matt Weiler
Stewards of a Hope-filled Future:
Hope Broadens the Mind
Ephesians 1:15-23

October 17, 2021
10:00 a.m. Worship
Rev. Julie Kline
Stewards of a Hope-filled Future:
Hope is Healing
Matthew 15:21-18

We’re glad you are our guest today!
If you are worshipping with us for the first
time, please stop by the Welcome Center.
Child care is provided on the second floor
for infants through 3-year-olds with fully
vaccinated and masked staff .

Worship activities for children can be
found on a cart outside the side sanctuary
doors.

LARGE print Bibles and Hymnals are
available at the Park Street entrance.
Hearing assistance devices are available
at the Welcome Center.

Today’s service is being livestreamed
and recorded. You can request a free
copy of the DVD from the office. You can
find previous worship services on our
website: http://www.umc-kzo.org/mp3.asp.
You may view worship services on our
youtube channel: YouTube.com/c/
KALAMAZ OOfirstunitedmethodistchurch

Clergy & Directors

Rev. Julie Kline

Lead Pastor
Rev. Matt Weiler

Pastor of Community Formation
Jacqueline Stilger

Director of Music
Julia Librizzi

Director of Children and Families

Ministries

Thom Victor

Director of Congregational Care
Ruth LaMachia

Director of Business Administration

WORSHIP LEADERS

Rev. Julie Kline, Rev. Matt Weiler, Steve Johnson
Director of Music
Jacqueline Stilger
Lead AV Tech: Casey Curran
ANNOUNCEMENTS

Academy Class. Join us for an adult Sunday school
class led by Carol Hodges at 11:15 a.m. in the Parlor
or online on Zoom. This class is based on the book
by Debby Irving, Waking Up White.

About Manna. Manna is a ministry for Young
Adults that meets each Wednesday evening at vary-
ing locations at 6:30 p.m. October 6, we will meet at
church, downstairs in the Youth Center. Contact Pas-
tor Matt or Mandakini, mbrophy@umc-kzo.org for

Organist
Bernie Foulk

more info.

Tuesday Morning Spiritual Growth Opportunity.
Tuesdays at 10 a.m. in the fellowship room. Our
book study will be of Adam Hamilton’s Words of
Life: Jesus and the Promise of the Ten Command-
ments Today. The books cost $15; Please contact Mir-
iam Downey at (269) 267-2909, Nancy Hyde at (269)
370-1406 or Jan Baker at (269) 342-4092 for a copy of
the book.

Chancel Singers. Choral rehearsals are live and in
person at the church. If you love to sing and would
like to join us, we welcome you. Rehearsals are on
Thursday evenings from 7:15-8:30. Please contact
Jackie Stilger at jstilger@umc-kzo.org for more infor-
mation

Healthy Habits of Hospitality. As we begin fall

gatherings, we continue to love our neighbor and

prioritize the health of our congregation and com-
munity. With caution and love for all we remember
these habits of hospitality:

e Wear masks while in the church building.

e Please wear your name tags, or use a paper
name tag found at the entrance.

e Introduce yourself freely. Masks make it harder
for us to recognize one another.

e Greeting one another can be a little awkward.
Some may be comfortable with a handshake,
hug, fist or elbow bump. It’s hard to know! Ask
the person what they are comfortable with and
err on the side of caution.

e Help others to find their way around the build-
ing by leading the way or walking alongside.
Thank you for helping us to create a safe space to
worship and be in community. Know that we will be
faithful to our online ministries and will offer hospi-

tality to all who join us online as well.

World Communion Sunday Offering. This
special offering helps provide scholar-
ships through the United Methodist Church
for national and international graduate stu-
dents whom God has called to learn and to
serve.

Prepare for The Big Deal Weekend.
The Reconciling Ministry Team is organizing
The Big Deal Weekend, March 18-20, 2022,
Please contact Mandakini
(mbrophy@umc-kzo.org) or Kathryn Sap-
pington (Kathryn.anne2015@gmail.com) with

Brophy

any questions and to volunteer to help.
Family Foundations. Please join Family
Foundations for fellowship time after church
for the whole family next Sunday. Please
bring your lawn chairs and join us in the
church parking lot by the garage from 11:30
a.m.-12:30 p.m. on Sunday, October 10.
Tween Group. The Tween Group, a youth
group for our 4th - 6th grade children will
meet after worship at the picnic tables out-
side of church from 11:30 a.m. t012:30 p.m.
on Sunday, October 17. We will share some
snacks, games, and a devotion. If the weather
is poor we will move inside to the youth cen-
ter on the lower level. Masks will be worn!

Can you assist by serving as a greeter?
We need volunteers to help us offer hospitali-
ty to all. Greeters arrive by 9:45 a.m. To en-
sure hospitality and protection for all vulner-
able populations, greeters wear a mask. If
you can be a greeter, please contact Ruth at
(269) 381-6340 or rlamachia@umc-kzo.org.

Apple Pie Sales. Pre-order an apple pie or
apple crisp to support Youth Missions. Pies
are $15, Crisps are $12 and both will be avail-
able for pick-up after worship beginning No-
vember 7. To place and order, look for the
order form on the church website, or tele-
phone the church office. (269-381-6340)

Justice for Our Neighbors (JFON) invites
you to join us after church next Sunday, Oc-
tober 10, to mark 6 years of service since the
first intake clinic in the fall of 2015. Without
FUMC and without the gifts of many indi-
viduals, it would not be possible to offer this
hope. Please join us in a time of hope and
thanks on October 10.

October 3, 2021
10:00 a.m.

Stewards of a Hope-filled Future:
Hope Moves You Forward

We welcome you to worship. You are invited in these beginning moments to request
prayers by placing your written prayers in the basket by the door.

PRELUDE

WELCOME Rev. Julie Kline

*OPENING PRAYER Steve Johnson
God of all nations, we give you thanks that we are all made in your image,
with such rich diversity. On this day we are in solidarity with the faithful
around the world. As we break bread together, we remember that we are
still one body in you, even though we have different languages, cultures
and traditions, different ways of worship, praying and praising. In solidari-
ty we drink the cup together of hope, of new life, knowing that your will is
for your people to be one body. It is through the gift of diversity that we
are able to be your body. We thank you for making us all who we are, indi-
vidually and collectively. Amen.

*OPENING HYMN #660 (UMH-red hymnal)  God is Here

*LIGHTING OF THE PEACE CANDLE AND PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST

RESPONSE (speaking together)
For surely I know the plans I have for you, says the Lord, plans for your
welfare and not for harm, to give you a future with hope. Jeremiah 29:11-14

MUSICAL RESPONSE

n I Il A ‘ L o
o ey A | | N | A | [ [
y 4% I;) ol | I\, Gl“ ‘\}. 9\! o\ }’ d’_ " ‘F | [ I J
ry) o ® | 1 SR
God of Grace, give us hope. Strength-en and re- new us.____
1.
b K I Y .
oo —— —F——
A4 bt hat | [ K & | & [ [ |
) = o ¢ -  R—
Fill  each breath with  your peace. Draw us to your
|12
o | II) |
g b L I I |
[ f an Y [ | [ [ | [ I [
SV I | & [ | I | [
0 <= = e & 5 < =
~— o
light. Draw us to your light.
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